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DR. JACK MASUR NAMED CC DIRECTOR 
Dr. Jack Masur, Chief of the 

Bureau of Medical Services, will 
become Director of the Clinical Cen­
ter , effective November 1. 

Dr. Masur is well known at NIH, 
having served as Director of the 
Clinical Center Project from 1948 to 
1951. He is a native of Augusta, 
Georgia, and a graduate of New York 
University and Cornell University 
Medical School. He interned at 
Bellevue Hospital and served a r e s i ­
dency in internal medicine at Monte-
fiore Hospital, New York City. He 
entered hospital administration as 
Assistant Director at the Montefiore 
Hospital, where he served for four 
yea rs . Next he became Executive 
Director of the Lebanon Hospital, 
New York City. 

Entering the Commissioned Corps 
of PHS in 1943, Dr. Masur was a s ­
signed to the Office of Civilian De­
fense as Hospital Officer. Since 1951 
he has been Chief of the Bureau of 
Medical Services. 

As Chief of the Bureau of Medical 
Services, Dr. Masur directed the 
broad medical care program of PHS 
by administering its Marine Hospi­
tals and other hospital facilities, 
including Freedmen's Hospital in 
Washington, D. C. He also took part 
iri developing hospital planning and 
construction, and headed programs 
involving dental, nursing, and medi­
cal resources , quarantine se rv ices , 
and other medical services for the 
public health. 

Dr. Donald Patrick, present CC 
Director, will be reassigned in the 
near future, according to an an­
n o u n c e m e n t by Surgeon General 
Leroy E. Burney. Dr. Patr ick 
became CC Director in 1954 after 
serving as Medical Officer in Charge 
of the Baltimore PHS Hospital. He is 
a native of Denver, Colorado, and 
received his M.D. from the Univer­
sity of Colorado in 1930. He was 
commissioned in PHS in 1931. 

NIDR EMPLOYEE 
RECEIVES AWARD 

An award for $250 was presented 
to Thornton W. Purvis , Medical 
Biology Technician, Clinical Inves­
tigation Branch, NIDR, for his inven­
tion of a safety device for the Spencer 
rotary microtome. 

Dr. Francis A. Arnold, Jr. , Direc­
tor, NIDR, made the presentation at a 
ceremony on October 17. 

The new device provides techni­
cians with an increased measure of 
safety against cutting injuries, but 
does not interfere with the normal 
operation of the microtome. 

Operation of the Spencer rotary 
microtome for cutting t issue sec ­
tions necessi tates the use of the 
hands over a r azo r - sha rp , 12 cm. 
microtome knife. Since only a small 
portion of the knife edge is used at 
any one t ime, the remaining a rea of 
the knife edge is unnecessarily 
exposed. 

Mr. Purv i s ' s invention is con­
structed of aluminum. It covers the 
exposed portions of the knife, and can 
be freely moved in and out of position. 

DR. PORTERFIELD 
ASSUMES NEW POST 

Dr. John D. Porterfield, a ca reer 
officer of the PHS since 1939, was 
named Assistant to the Surgeon Gen­
eral of PHS, effective October 16. 

During his PHS career , Dr. Por ­
terfield has had a variety of assign­
ments, including duty in Service hos­
pitals in San Francisco; Lexington, 
Kentucky; and Fort Worth, Texas. 
He has directed Service programs in 
r e g i o n a l offices in Chicago and 
Puerto Rico. He also served at NIH, 
where he had a part in the early de­
velopment of the Research Grants 
Program. At one time he was vene­
real disease control officer for 
Wayne County, Michigan, and later 
for the State of Ohio. In 1947 he 
was named Director of the Ohio State 
Health Department, and in 1954, 
Director of the Ohio Department of 
Mental Hygiene and Correction. 

Dr. P o r t e r f i e l d was born in 
Chicago, Illinois, and later attended 
the University of Chicago, and the 
University of Notre Dame. He r e ­
ceived his medical degree from Rush 
Medical College of the University of 
Chicago, and his m a s t e r ' s degree in 
public health from the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Hygiene and 
Public Health. He interned at the San 
Francisco Marine Hospital and was 
commissioned in the Regular Corps 
of PHS in 1939. 

He is chairman of the Editorial 
Board of the American Journal of 
Public Health and of the Mental 
Health Section of the American Pub­
lic Health Association. He was for­
merly secre ta ry and later chairman 
of the Association's Health Officers 
Section. He was also secre tary and 
later vice president of the Associa­
tion of State and Ter r i to r ia l Health 
Officers, and a member of the Scien­
tific Study and Planning Committee 
of the Joint Commission on Mental 
Il lness and Health. 

(See Picture, Page 4) 



Hole of Aldosterone in Sdema 
No. 172 in a Series 

Scientists in NHI have found that 
the adrenal glands of dogs with 
edema secrete excess aldosterone, 
the body's major salt and water 
regulating hormone. 

Studies have implicated the ad re ­
nal hormone aldosterone as an i m r 

portant factor in this "waterlogging" 
of t issues which afflicts millions of 
persons with heart , kidney, and liver 
diseases. Aldosterone is known to 
function in the normal regulation of 
fluids and sal ts in the body, and 
excess quantities of the hormone 
have been found in urine from pa­
tients with edema. 

P r io r to the present findings, it 
was not known whether this excess 
of aldosterone is due to i ts over­
production by the adrenals or to i ts 
accumulation because of some defect 
in the normal mechanism for de­
stroying it in the body. 

The new resul t s strongly suggest 
that overproduction by the adrenals 
is largely responsible for the excess 
aldosterone of congestive hear t fail­
ure , a common late phase of many 
heart d isorders . 

The r e sea rche r s collected blood 
for aldosterone measurement di­
rectly from the veins draining the 
adrenal glands of three normal dogs 
and five dogs with circulatory d is ­
orders which had resulted in edema. 

They found that aldosterone ap­
peared in the adrenal vein blood from 
the normal dogs at an average rate of 
2.7 micrograms (millionths of a 
gram) per hour, while the average 
aldosterone secretion rate in the 
dogs with edema due to hear t d i s ­
ease was 14.5 micrograms per hour. 

The studies were conducted by 
Drs . Wilmot C. Ball, Jr. , James O. 
Davis, Maurice M. Pechet, and 
M. Jay Goodkind, all of NHI. They 
presented their findings on Septem­
ber 6th, at the fall meeting of the 
American Physiological Society in 
Rochester, New York. 

Dr. Shimkin to Speak 
Dr. Michael Shimkin, NCI, will 

deliver a lecture for NIH employees 
and families on November 7 at 8:00 
p.m. in the CC auditorium. The 
subject i s "A Mission to the Soviet 
Union." 

Int . ven-a i 

Polyethylene catheter 

Method of collection of adrenal vein blood. 
A polyethylene catheter is inserted into the 
adrenolumbarvein, and all regional tributaries 
to this vein other than those from the adrenal 
gland are ligated. A ligature is placed around 
the adrenolumbarvein at i ts junction with the 
inferior vena cava. Traction on the ligature 
occludes the vein so that blood flow is 
diverted from its normal pathway to the 
catheter and cylinder. 

N e w Retirement 
Deductions Begin 

Increased ret i rement deductions 
authorized under the new Civil Serv­
ice ret i rement law will be reflected 
in checks issued on payday, October 
30. Liberalizing ret i rement bene­
fits, the law became effective Octo­
ber 1. 
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Publication Preview 
The following manuscripts were received 

by SRB Editorial Section between September 
26 and October 1. 

Adler, R., et al . Effects of chlorpro­
mazine on the acquisition and extinction 
of an avoidance response in the rat. 

Anderson, L C , et al. The supervisory 
process in administration. 

Andervont, H. B., et al. Effect of discon­
tinued estrogenic stimulation upon the de­
velopment and growth of testicular tumors 
in mice. 

Ashwell, G., eta l . Enzymatic formation of 
xylulose 5-phosphatefrom ribose 5-phosphate 
in spleen. 

Barrett, M. K., et al . Undulations in the 
time-response curve for tumor immunity 
after primary immunization with washed 
erythrocytes. 

Bayley, N. (Question-answer quiz) for the 
National Parent-Teacher Magazine. 

Birren, J. E. University of Michigan Con­
ference on Aging, July 9-11, 1956. 

Bittner, J. J. Activi ty of the mammary 
tumor agent in mice of different ages and 
their progeny. 

Burns, J. J. , et al. A missing step in 
guinea pigs required for the biosynthesis of 
L-ascorbic acid. 

Burton, R. M., et al. The analeptic action 
of lysergic acid diethylamide and d-ampheta-
mine on reserpine-sedated mice. 

Cahnmann, H. J. , et al. Determination of 
polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons in oys­
ters collected in polluted water. 

Cantoni, G. L., et al. Activation of methio­
nine for transmethylation. II. The methio­
nine activating enzyme: studies on the 
mechanism of the reaction. 

Cram, E. B. Stepping stones in the history 
of the American Society of Parasitologists. 

Davis, J. 0. Some aspects of the physi­
ology of aldosterone. 

Davis, M. M., Jr., et al. An automatic 
centrifuge starter. 

DeWitt, W. B. Experimental schistoso­
miasis mansoni in mice maintained on nutri­
tionally deficient diets. I. Effects of a 
Torula yeast ration deficient in Factor 3, 
vitamin E, and cystine. 

Eisenberg, F., Jr., et al. A direct method 
for the determination of glucuronic acid in 
the presence of conjugated fglucuronides. 

Essig, C F., et al. An activity method of 
recording generalized convulsions in experi­
mental animals. 

Evans, V. J. Probable future trends in the 
nutrition of tissue culture. 

Evarts, E. B., et al. The relation of post-
tetanic potentiation to subnormal ity of 
lateral geniculate potentials. 

Evarts, E. V., et al. A review of the ef­
fects of chlorpromazine and reserpine in 
patients with mental disorders. 

Evarts, E. V., .et al. Effects of prolonged 
optic nerve tetanization on lateral geniculate 
potentials. 



Fitzgerald, D. B., et al. Distribution of 
tumor-damaging lignans among conifers. 

Forscher, B. K., et al. A new experi­
mental method for the study of acute in­
flammation. 

Forscher, B. K., et al. Biochemical 
studies of acute inflammation. I. Chemical 
changes in the normal animal. 

Fraser, H. F. Tolerance to and physical de­
pendence on opiates, barbiturates, and alcohol. 

Frei, E. I l l , et al. Controlled comparative 
study of chemotherapy in acute leukemia. 

Gordon, R. S., Jr. Unesterified fatty 
acid in human blood plasma. I I . The trans­
port function of UFA. 

Habermann, R. T., et al. Characteristic 
inclusion bodies in viral diseases of man, 
animals, and birds. 

Hajdu, S. Bioassay for cardiac-active 
principles based on the staircase phenom­
enon of the frog heart. 

Hajdu, S., et al. Isolation of cardiac, 
active principle from mammalian tissue. 

Heston, W. E. Effects of genes located on 
chromosomes I I I , V, VI I , IX, and XIV on the 
occurrence of pulmonary tumors in the mouse. 

Horecker, B. L., et al. The synthesis of 
ribose 5-pyrophosphate and ribose 5-triphos-
phate. 

Hundley, J. M., et al. Lysine, threonine, 
and other amino acids as supplements to 
rice diets in man: amino acid imbalance. 

Jones, J. C. Effects of various physio­
logical conditions on circulation in insects. 

Jones, J. C. A new standard for the rapid 
detection of DDT tolerance in Anopheles 
quadrimaculotus larvae and pupae. 

Jones, J. C. The cardiac cycle in insects. 
Jones, J. C. Heart rates in insects. 
Kaufman, S. The enzymatic conversion of 

phenylalanine to tyrosine. 
Keitel, H. G., et al. Marked depression of 

the circulating protein-bound iodine concen­
tration in the absence of cl inical hypothy­
roidism during testosterone administration. 

Kornestsky, C , et al. The relationship 
between the effects of a number of centrally 
acting drugs and personality. 

McDonald, R. K., et al . Effect of syn­
thetic lysine-vasopressin on plasma hydro­
cortisone levels in man. 

Millican, R. C , et al . Experimental 
chemotherapy of pseudomonas infections. I. 
Production of fatal infections in cortisone-
treated mice. 

Mosley, V. M., et al. Some biological ap­
plications of the X-ray microscope. 

Murray, R. H. Perispheroidal calcif ication 
at the site of left ventricular infarction. 

Orloff, J. The role of the kidney in the 
regulation of acid-base balance. 

Peacock, A. C , eta l . A study of the Penn-
Hall seroflocculation reaction for cancer. 

Peticolas, W. L. Effect of absorbent 
perturbation on B. E. T. theory. 

Reid, M. E. The guinea pig in research. 
Rheingold, H. L , et al. The chick's pref­

erence for some visual properties of water. 
Savage, C. The defensive function of the 

role of analyst. 

MM Spotlight 

Virginia Greenwood 

Virginia Greenwood, known as 
"Ginny" to her friends, owns one of 
the best known telephone voices at 
NIH. As Reservation Clerk in the 
Office Service Branch of DBO, 
Virginia makes an average of 75 
reservations a week for scientific 
meetings, social events, and R & W 
movies, and for use of projection 
equipment. She not only keeps her 
finger on the pulse of NIH activities, 
but must also constantly use diplo­
macy and good judgment. 

Virginia is a proud native of 
Bethesda, where she grew up, r e ­
ceived her education, marr ied, and 
began raising a family. She was 
g r a d u a t e d from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase high school, where she con­
centrated on home economics. Vir­
ginia has always felt that imagina­
tive and studied homemaking i s vital 
in turning a house into a home. 

While her husband was in the se rv­
ice, Virginia decided to get a job. 
In 1944 she joined NIH as a clerk-
typist in what is now the Plant 
Engineering Branch. Although she 
left NIH from 1949 to 1954 to devote 
more t ime to an expanding family--
she has two sons, aged 7 and 1 3 - -
Virginia has experienced at f i rs t­
hand much of the tremendous growth 
of NIH since World War II. 

During the years of full-time 
homemaking, Virginia 's in teres ts 
and vitality carr ied her into such 
activities as schoolroom-mother, 
secre tary for a cub scout pack, and 
member of the PTA. 

The Greenwoods always like to 
keep a number of projects going to 
absorb the family interes ts . P e r ­
haps one of their most revealing 

Mrs. Dalrymple Retires 
Helen S. Dalrymple, E d i t o r i a l 

Clerk, Library Section, SRB, will 
re t i re on October 31 after 35 years 
of Government service. 

Mrs. Dalrymple joined NIH in 
1947. She began her Government 
career as a clerk-typist with War 
Risk Insurance and has also worked 
for the Navy and State Departments. 

Mrs . D a l r y m p l e was born in 
Washington, D. C , where she at­
tended public schools and Temple 
Business School. 

Absentee Voting 

Absentee ballot information and 
Federal postcards for Commis­
sioned Officers for absentee bal­
lots may be obtained in Building 1, 
Room 21, or by calling Ext. 2454. 

DR. WHEDON TO 
NEW POST, NIAMD 

Dr. Donald G. Whedon was ap­
pointed to the newly created position 
of Assistant Director of NIAMD, ef­
fective October 1. He will serve in 
a staff capacity to the Director. 

In addition to the duties which his 
new position entails, Dr. Whedon will 
continue as Chief of the Metabolic 
Disease Branch, Clinical Investiga­
tions, NIAMD. 

Before coming to NIH in 1951, he 
served in successive capacities with 
the Medical Departments of the Uni­
versi ty of Rochester, Cornell Uni­
versi ty, and the New York Hospital. 

projects is "Hilltop View," their 
home in the wide-open spaces of 
Potomac, Maryland. Here is a 
living example that the pioneer spiri t 
in America is not dead, for with their 
own hands they built a six-room 
house in the winter of '53-'54, 
despite severe and discouraging 
weather conditions. 

Virginia channels much of her 
creative spirit into her expanding 
flower garden. Although she now 
has hundreds of plants, she plans to 
extend her garden to create a "frame 
of enchantment" around her house. 

Virginia finds that although r e a r ­
ing a family and working full t ime 
require a tremendous amount of t ime 
and energy, she still manages to 
bowl with the Budgeteers in the NIH 
league. 

October 11 marked Virginia 's 15th 
wedding anniversary. 



DR. BLAYNEY NEW 
COUNCIL MEMBER 

Dr. J. R. Blayney has been ap­
pointed to serve on the National 
Advisory Dental Research Council. 
He is Emeri tus Professor of Dental 
Surgery and former Director of the 
Walter G. Zoller Memorial Dental 
Clinic, University of Chicago. 

Dr. Blayney received his B.S. 
from Lewis Institute, Chicago, his 
M.S. from the University of Chicago, 
and his D.D.S. from Northwestern 
University. 

J. B. Black Appointed 
To Safety Council 

James B. Black, NIH Safety Of­
ficer, has been appointed Chairman, 
Health Committee, Chemical Section 
of the National Safety Council, for 
1956-57. He attended the annual 
meeting of the Chemical Section at 
the National Safety Congress, Octo­
ber 22, and led a discussion on labo­
ratory and pilot plant safety. 

Mr. Black is also a member of the 
American Hospital A s s o c i a t i o n 
Committee on Safety, and he is 
Chairman, Apparatus and Devices 
Committee of the Federal Fire 
Council. 

THORNTON PURVIS RECEIVES $250 AWARD 

Guard of the Month 
Henry Blankenship, Guard, has 

been selected Guard of the Month 
because of the prompt, efficient, and 
competent manner in which he per ­
forms his duties. 

Mr. Blankenship joined NIH in 
1953 after serving as Guard at the 
National Naval Medical Center. He 
was born in Ingleside, West Virginia, 
and served as an MP in the U. S. 
Army. 

Thornton Purvis (center), Medical Biology Technician, N1DR, receives a check for $250 
from Dr. F. A. Arnold, Jr. (left), while being congratulated by Dr. H. R. Stanley, Jr. 

Visiting Scientist 
Joins NIMH Staff 

Dr. Horace W. Magoun, Professor 
of Anatomy, University of California 
at Los Angeles, recently joined 
NIMH as a Visiting Scientist in 
Basic Research for six months. 

While here , Dr. Magoun will work 
with Drs . Wade Marshall and John 
Lilly in the Laboratory of Neuro­
physiology; and with Dr. H. Enger 
Rosvold in the Laboratory of Psy­
chology. Dr. Magoun will also con­
duct conferences and seminars for 
members of the NIMH staff. He 
received his Ph.D. from Northwest­
ern U n i v e r s i t y Medical School. 
Before joining the University of 
California at Los Angeles in 1950, 
he held appointments at the North­
western and Johns Hopkins Universi­
t ies . 

Dr. Murray Attends 
WHO Conference 

As an advisor to the World 
Health Organization's Expert Com­
mittee on Biological Standardiza­
tion, Dr. Roderick Murray, DBS 
Director, attended the conference 
at Geneva, Switzerland, October 
6-13. 

NIMH PAMPHLET 
BEST SELLER 

GPO repor ts that NIMH's "Look­
ing Forward to the Later Years" is 
one of their best se l le rs . Over 
37,000 copies of this pamphlet have 
been sold in the past three yea r s . 

In order to meet the continuing 
demand, GPO is printing 10,000 
more copies. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION, SRB, RECEIVES PERFORMANCE AWARD 
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