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To Heart, Cancer, 
Stroke Council 

The appointment of a National 
Advisory Council on Regional Medi
cal Programs was announced re
cently by Surg. Gen. William H. 
Stewart. 

The council will advise the Sur
geon General in awarding grants 
to medical institutions to plan, es
tablish, and operate regional co
operative programs to combat 
head disease, cancer, stroke, and 
related diseases. 

Under provisions ·of the Heart 
Disease, Cancer, and Stroke 
Amendments of 1965 (See Nill 
Ruord, Dec. 1), the 12 council 
members are required to be lead
ers in the fields of t he fundamental 
sciences, the medical sciences, or 
public affairs. 

Me mbers' Qualifications 
At least two members must be 

practicing physicians, and at least 
one member must be outstanding 
in the field of heart disease, one in 
cancer, and one in stroke. 

At their first meeting, to be held 
at NIH Dec. 21, the council will de
velop a set of general regulations 
for consideration by the Surgeon 
General, covering the terms and 
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Yuletide Festivities at NIH Focus on the 
Activities of Clinical Center Patients 

By Bowen Hosford 
If anyone thinks that Christmas has lost its t raditional joy and music, 

he should observe activities at the Clinical Center these next two weeks. 
Arnold Sperling, Chlef of the CC Patients' Activity Section and hiR 

staff, together with community help, have planned programs that vary 
from just plain fun to the deeply 
religious. 

Military musical groups are 
prominent in the schedule. The 
U.S. Marine Dance Band Combo 
will start the festivities Thursday 
(Dec. 16) at 8 p.m. with a HolJy 
Hop. 

The Air Force Singing Sergeants, 

Two patients admire a Christmas tree 
at the Clinical Ce nte r.-Hecht Photo. 

under the direction of Capt. F rank
l in J. Lockwood, will present the 
annual Christmas concert next 
Tuesday ( Dec. 21). The lucky offi
cials who will hear this concert with 
the patients-and who will giv·e 
them holiday greeting&-are the 
Surgeon General, D1·. William H. 
Stewal't, and Dr. Robert M. Far
rier, CC Associate Director. Chap
lain LeRoy Kerney will present the 
invocation and Father Armand J. 
Guicheteau, S.J., the benediction. 

Community groups are also tak
ing an active part. The Clifton 
Park Citizens Association will es
cort St. Nick himself to the Christ
mas party for child patients Sat
urday aftemoon (Dec. 18). 

Ringe rs Ploy 1 00 Be lls 

The Potomac English Handbell 
Ringers, numbering 14 persons un
der the direction of Mrs. Nancy 
Poore Tufts, on Monday evening 
(Dec. 20) will place 100 bells on 
tables, pick them up in sequence, 
and play them harmoniously, 

Th:is program is titled "Ringing 
in the Christmas Season." 

175 From 68 Colleges Attend MEND 
Immunology Symposium Here Dec. 13-15 

On Wednesday evening (Dec. 22) 
the Millian Memorial Methodist 
Church choir will present a candle
light carol service. And on Christ
mas Eve, groups from the commu
nity will sing carols on all wards. 

About 175 faculty membe1·s from 68 medical colleges across the coun
try are gathered at NIH this week (Dec. 13-15) to participate in a 
Medical Education for National Defense (MEND) Symposium on Immu
nology and Tmmuno-P rophylaxis. 

Dr. G. Burroughs Midel', NIH 
Director of Laboratories and Clin
ics, opened the meeting yesterday 
in the Clinical Center auditorium. 

Organized by the National Insti
tute of Allergy and Infectious Dis
eases at the request of the MEND 
Council, the 3-day symposium is 
being chaired jointly by Dr. Dor
land J. Davis, Director of NIAID, 
and Dr. Maurice Landy, Chief of 
the lnstitute's Laboratory of Im· 
munology. 

Participants heard physicians 
and scientists from NIH, the Arm
ed Services, universities, State pub
lic health agencies, and hospitals 

discuss current developments in im
munology and immuno-prophylaxis 
in relation to military and disaster 
medicine. 

Among the 30 lecturers are Rear 
Adm. William N. New, Office of the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of De
fense and Chairman of the Federal 
MEND Committee; Col. Adam Ra
palski, Office of the Army Surgeon 
General; Dr. Neyland A. Vedros, 
Naval Medical Research Institute; 
Dr. Samuel B. Formal, Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research; 
Dr. Karl F. Meyer, the Hooper 
Foundation, University of Califor-

(Su MEND SYMPOSIUM, Page 6) 

An annual event is the patients' 
Christmas open house, Wednesday 
afternoon, when they invite their 
doctors, relatives and friends to 
this traditional Clinical Center 
event. Santa Claus, of course, will 
be on hand with a 6-foot stocking. 

Parties Planned 

Following Christmas, a visit to 
the National Christmas Tree on 
the Ellipse is scheduled for both 
child and adult patients, and both 
children's and adults' parties are 
planned for New Year's Eve. 

Most events are scheduled for 
the CC's 14th floor assembly hall. 
T he Clinical Center will be fes
tooned with greenery, and red and 
blue and sil~r, for the holiday sea
i,on, 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEAL TH 

PUBLIC H EAL-TH SERVICE 

Foreign Delegates 
Meet to Confer 
On Osteoporosis 

Delegates from five foreign coun
tries, the United States and Cen
tral America held a preliminary 
conference here recently on "Epi
demiology of Osteoporosis," spon

sored by the Na
tional I nstitute of 
Arthritis and Me
tabolic Diseases. 
An overall plan
n ing meeting on 
Nov. 5 and 6 ex
plored bhe oppor
tunities for collab
orative epidemio-

0r. Whedon logic studies of os
teoporosis in sev

eral countries. 
Osteopo1'0sis is a widespread af. 

fliction of advanced age, especially 
in women after the menopause, and 
one of the major causes of physical 
disability in old age. 

A "bone-thinning" disorder, it 
causes a gradual decrease in bot.h 
the amount and strength of bone 
tissue. 

Re<:ently, the World Health Or
ganization sponsored a prevalence 
survey of osteoporosis in several 
countries. 

This preliminary study indicated 
a high prevalence of osteoporo'!is 

(See OSTEOPOROSIS, Paue 4) 

Christmas, New Year Issues 
Combined; See You Jan. 12 

T his issue of the N TH Rec
ord combines the pre-Christmas 
and New Year's issues, as in 
fotmer years. The next issuti 
will be off the press Jan. 12. 

The Record's circulation now 
totals 14,000, of which 2,125 
are now on its mailing list en
tirely by request. This list in
cludes newspaper and maga
zine science writers and edi .. 
tors, universities and o~her re
search institutions, health as
sociations and foundations, 
pharmaceutical films engaged 
in research, PHS and DHEW 
scientists and administrators, 
and PHS field stations. 

To each of our readers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from all of NIH! 
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NEWS from 
PERSONNEL 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
Inasmuch a s Christmas and New 

Year's Days fall on Saturday this 
year, employees whose regularly 
scheduled workweek is Monday 
through Friday will have holidays 
on the Fridays preceding Ch1·ist
mas and New Year's. Employees 
with a different basic workweek 
should consult their supervisors or 
personnel offices to determine whe11 
their days-off will be. 

HEALTH BENEFITS 

For the contract term that be
gins J anuary 1966, some changes 
in benefits and rates will be noted 
in health benefits plans. To inform 
NIH employees in detail about 
these changes a desk-to-desk dis
tribution will be made within the 
next few weeks of a pamphlet 
(BRI 41-177) entitled "Informa
tion About Plan Changes Effective 
January 1966." 

I t is suggested that you check 
the information in this pamphlet 
with the brochure of the plan you 
now have to determine what 
changes have been made in your 
present plan. 

One Plan Increases 

Of the three plan·s most gener
ally canied by NJH employees
Service, Indemnity Benefit, and 
Group Health-an increase in rates 
is being made only in the high 
option of the I ndemnity Benefit 
Plan. This increase will be effec
t ive at the NIH Jan. 2, 1966, and 
will be reflected in the paycheck 
received Jan. 25. 

As of July 1, 1966, when Medi
care becomes generally effective, 
all plans will adjust their benefits 

so that they do not duplicate bene
fits provided by Medicare for t he 
same expense or service. In gen
e1·al if an individual, or a husband 
and wife, aged 65 or over are cov
ered by both a health insurance 
plan and Medicare, the plan will 
pay (or provide) its benefits in full 
or in a reduced amount which, 
when added to the benefits payable 
under Medicare, will not exceed 100 
percent of allowable expenses. This 
will apply whether or not a daim 
is filed for the Medicare benefits. 

The Civil Service Commission 
has not yet set the dates for t he 
next "open season." This announce
ment will be made as soon as the 
"open season" is scheduled. 

SUMMER JOBS IN '66 
NI H employees whose sons anr! 

daughters wish to apply for 1966 
summer employment with the F ed
eral Government need to know that 
there will be one, and only on<J, 
examination given for summer jobs 
in all Federal agencies at GS-1 
through 4. 

Positions Listed 

These will be classed as "office 
and science assistant" positions. 
I ncluded are such jobs as clerk, 
stenographe1·, typist, office machine 
operator, student assistant, and 
engineering, physical science, bio
logical, and mathematical aid. 

Eligibility from any examination 
previously taken cannot be usPd 
for summer employment in '60. 
The examinat ion for '66 summ~l' 
jobs will be held in late January or 
early February, but t he applicat10n 
for the examination must be filed 
not later than January 3, 1966. 

II further information is desired, 
the CSC examination announce
ment on the 1966 Summer .fobs 
Program is available in the 1/ D 
Personnel offices. 

The regulation is still in fo.·ce 

Christmas folders like the one b<cing 
signed he re by Te mple Morkoe, a 
secretory in the CC Normal Volunteer 
Progrom, ore being distributed 
throughout NIH so thot employees 
may participate in the n oavis Pion." 
This calls for porticiponts ond groups 
to contribute to the Potients' W elfore 
Fund insteod of sending Christmas 
cards. The folde rs ore designed to be 
mounted on bulletin boards, displayed 
in offices, and to serve as holidoy 
d2corations. Employees moy sign in
side the folde r to ind icate they were 
not forgetful of their friends, but in
steod we re cha ritable.-Photo by 
Ralph Fernandez. 

60 Authorities Exchange 
Speech, Language Data 

More than 60 persons partici
pated in a recent conference on 
"Brain Mechanisms Underlying 
Speech and Language" at the Nas
sau Inn, Princeton, N .,J. 

The conference was part of a 
series to be supported by the Na
tional Advisory Neurological Dis
eases and Blindness Council. 

The aim of the conference was to 
bring together authorities from the 
relevant basic and clinical disci
plines in order to stimulate inter
change of information and plan
ning. 

Conference proceedings will be 
published cal'ly next year. 

that the son or daughter of a Fed
e1·al employee may not be ap
pointed to a summer job in the 
same department or agency in 
which the mother or father works. 

NEW WAGE SCHEDULES 

The DREW has issued new regu
lar, lithographic, and laundry wage 
schedules for Wage Board employ
ees in the Washington (D.C.) 
Metropolitan Area, effective Dec. 
5, 1965. 

Increases amounting to an aver
age of about 10c per hour on the 
regular schedule and 9c per hour 
on the lithographic schedule have 
been authorized. 

The laundry schedule has not 
been materially increased except at 
the higher levels. These increases 
dating from Dec. 5 will be included 
in employees' paychecks as soon as 
possible. 

THE NIH RECORD 

Appalachia Changes Sow 
Seeds of Mental Illness, 
Recent Report Shows 

Technological and cu 1 tu r a I 
changes sweeping through Appa
lachia carry the seeds of mental 
illness, but people of the region 
possess innate strengths to with
stand a great deal of stress if 
given the proper help. 

These are some condusions of a 
group of educa t.ors, heal th profes
sionals and governmental officials 
who work in the Appalachia region. 

The conclusions a nd a discussion 
of mental health in Appalachia are 
contained in a report recently pub
lished by the Public Health Service 
- "Mental Health in Appalachia
Problems and Prospects in the Cen
tral Highlands." 

NIMH Sponsors Conference 

The confe,·ence was sponsored by 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

Single copies of "Mental Health 
in Appalachia-Problems and Pr'JS
pects in the Central Highlands," 
(PHS Publication No. 1375) are 
available without charge from the 
PHS, Washington, D.C. 20201. 

Multiple copies may be pur
chased from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402, with quantity rates avail
able for orders exceeding 100. 

Section Name Change 
Announced by NIAMD 

The National Institute of Arth
ritis and Metabolic Diseases recent
ly announced a change in the name 
of its Section on Biochemistry of 
the 'rhy1·oid to the Section on En
docrine Biochemistry. 

The change was made in order 
to better reflect the scope of the 
section's functions and responsibil
ities within the Institute's Clinical 
Endocrinology Branch. 

CurTent studies of the section 
include biosynthesis of thyroxine, 
metabolism of amino acids, the 
mechanism of the action of insulin 
in the liver, and the regulation of 
carbohydrate metabolism in the 
thyroid. 

Nov. Donors Give 182 Units; 
Six Join the 'Gallon Club' 

The Clinical Center Blood 
Bank reports that 182 units of 
blood wei-e received from NIH 
donors in November. Durin~ 
the same period CC patients 
received 1,582 units of blood. 

Six NIH staff members also 
joined the "gallon-donor club." 
They are Robert L. Budding
ton, DRS; Sidney J. Cutler, 
Sc.D., NCI; Arthur McKay, 
OD ; David L. Madden, NIAID; 
Milton R. Mullican, OD; and 
Le Roy Snellbaker, NIAID. 
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If You Have 'Common Cold' 
You Can Aid NIAID Study 

Does the Christmas spirit 
move you? Would you donate 
a small portion of your time 
if your cold could be of value 
to someone else? 

If you have a "common cold" 
and the answer to any of the 
above questions is "yes," you 
are invited to call Mrs. Sara 
Kelly, Ext. 65811. 

NIH personnel, preferably 
within the first three days of 
infection, are asked to con
tribute samplings of their 
nasal secretions plus two blood 
samples. Volunteers will re
ceive $2 for each blood sam
ple. 

Volunteers are a continuing 
need for its study of "common 
cold" viruses, according to 
NIAID's Laboratory of Infec
tious Diseases. 

Previous appeals in the NIH 
R ecord have brought an excel
lent response, but many more 
par ticipants are needed in the 
p,·oject to isolate and ident1iy 
unknown upper respiratory 
viruses. 

Scientists Stress Need 
For More Personnel in 
Pharmacology Research 

The National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development 
recently sponsored a Conference on 
Developmental Pharmacology to ex
plore the concept of developmental 
pharmacology and to stimulate re
search in this field. 

Meeting at Niagara Falls, N.Y., 
pharmacological and biomedical 
scientists attending the interdiscip
linary conference emphasized the 
need for more people in develop
mental pharmacology- the effect of 
drugs on biological processes. 

Support Available 

T he confornes agreed there is 
enough support available for train
ing programs, and that the imme
diate needs arc motivation and re
cruitment of personnel. 

Approximately 33 conference 
participants, experts in a variety of 
related disc iplines, defined develop
mental pharmacology and identified 
work tha t fits within the definition. 

They also identified individual& 
who are working in developmental 
pharmacology or closely related 
work. Papers were presented on 
programs and topics of special in
t erest. 

Or. Fouts Chairman 

Dr. J a mes Fouts, College of Med
icine, State University of Iowa, 
was chairman of the conference. 
Dr. Sydney Segal, University of 
Brit ish Columbia, and Dr. Sumner 
Yaffe, Children's Hospital, Buffalo, 
N.Y., were co-chairmen. 
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Miriam Rothschild, one of Great Britain's foremost authorities on the subject 
of fleas, discusses on allocation of pitu itary hormones with Morris Groff, Execu
tive Secretory of the Endocrinology Study Se ction of DRG during a recent visit 
here . Miss Rothschild, in collaboration with Prof, Geoffrey Horris of Oxford 
University, hos for the past two years been investigating the spread of myxo
motosis which destroyed the rabbit population in the British Isles ofter spread
ing from Fro nce. The supply of pituitary hormones for these experiments is 
allocated by the NIH Hormone Distribution Program administered by ORG.
Phata by Ra lph Fe rnandez. 

High Rafe of Congenital Rubella With 
Purpura Since 164 Epidemic Revealed 

A high incidence of congenital rubella with purpura since the rubella 
epidemic of 1964 has been reported in a study supported by the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

Until this report, neonatal throm
bocytopenic purpura had not been 
considered a typical manifestation 
of the rubella syndrome. Up to 1964 
only 11 cases had been repo1-ted. 

It is now appa1-ent that the con
dition will be found in many in
fants with congenital rubella, ac
cording to the researchers. 

In the wake of the 1964 rubella 
epidemic, 200 infants born with ru
bella-associated defects in the New 
York City area were referred to 
the scientists fo1· study. Seventy 
(35 % ) had thrombocytopenic pur -
pura. 

Oefects Evident 
The 70 infants p1·esented clinical 

evidence of congenital rubella, 
namely, a maternal history of ru
bella during the first month of 
pregnancy and the presence of mul
tiple defects classically associated 
with the rubella syndrome. 

Rubella virus was isolated from 
58 (837, ) of those 70 infants. Of 
the 58 i nfants, 17 (29'1/,) died- 4 
during the fi rst week of life, the 
others during the second to the 
ninth month after bi1th. 

The clinical picture showed a 
broad spectrum of illness ranging 
from healt 11y-looking infants with 
pinhead-size hemorrhagic spots in 
the skin to moribund infants with 
extensive purpuric lesions. 

Other associated abnormalities 
included hepatomegaly (72% ), 

splenomegaly (69 % ). congenital 
heart disease (67% ), and eye de
fects (45% ). The last included cat
aracts ( 42% ), cloudy corneas 
( 5% ), and glaucoma (4o/, ). 

This group of infants also suffer
ed from the following other newly 
recognized rubella-associated condi
tions: transient b o n e lesions 
(22% ), hepatit is (22% ), and 
anemia (17 % ) . 

The researchers- Louis Z. Coop
er, M.D., Saul Krugman, M.D., 
Joan P. Giles, M.D., and George S. 
Mirick, M.D., of the New York Uni
versity School of Mcdicine-reporL
ed their findings in the American 
J ournal of Diseases of Children. 

Dr. DiPaolo Is Selected 
As Fellow of AAAS 

Dr. Joseph DiPaolo, Head of the 
Cytogenetics and Cytology Section, 
Carcinogenesis Studies Branch of 
the National Cancer Institute, ha:; 
been selected as a Fellow of the 
American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science. 

D1·. DiPaolo, chosen "in recogni
tion of his standing as a scientist," 
is a research pharmacologist with 
pa1-ticular interest in genetics. 

A graduate of Wesleyan Unive1-
sity, he holds the Ph.D. deg!'ee from 
Northwestern U nive1·sity. He joil1-
cd the Office of the Associate Direc
tor for Field Studies, NCI, in 1963. 
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Dr. Arthur Strauss of 
NIAID Wins Award for 
I mmunobiology Research 

Dr. Arthur J. L. Strauss, Head 
of the Autoimmunity Section, Lab
oratory of Immunology, National 
J nstitute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, was one of five young 
Maryland scientists 
recently honored by 
the M a r y I a n d 
Academy of Sci
ences as Distin
guished Young Sci
entists of 1965. 

The winners, all 
under 35, were se
lected from among 
nominees in many 
fields of science Dr. Strauss 
throughout the State. They re
ceived scrolls at a banquet in t heir 
honor held at the Sheraton-Belve
dere Hotel in Baltimore, Friday 
evening, Nov. 19. 

Cited for Thymus Studies 

Dr. Strauss was cited for his 
"valuable contributions in the field 
of immunobiology." More specifi
cally, the award was based on Dr. 
Strauss' studies of the role of the 
thymus in myastherua g ravis. 

He demonstrated for the first 
time the presence of a muscle-bind
ing, complement-fixing immunoglo
bulin in the sera of patients with 
this disease. 

These original findings lent sup
port to the concept that autoim
mune processes may play an im
portant role in myasthenia gravis 
and have stimulated investigations 
of t his problem in a number of Jah
oratories throughout t he world. 

Dr. Yolles to Report on 
Mental Health Problems 
Next Monday on WETA 

Dr. Stanley F . Yolles, Director 
of the National Institute of Mental 
Health, will discuss mental health 
needs and report on the Federal 
program a nd funds for community 
mental health centers next Mon
day, Dec. 20, on WETA (Channel 
26) at 9 p .m. 

Entitled "America's Crises : The 
Emotional Dilemma," the hour
long production explo1-es mental 
health problems in this country 
today. It will be repeated Sunday, 
Dec. 26, at 8 p.m. 

Among the leading psychiatrists 
and psychologists to be inte1-vicwed 
during the program, in addition to 
Dr. Yolles, will be Dr. Nathan W. 
Ackerman, Clinical Dir-ector, the 
Family Instit ute, N.Y.C.; Dr. Jack 
R. Ewalt, Director, Massachusetts 
Menta l Health Center, Boston; and 
Dr. Nathan S. Kline, honored for 
his development of tranqui lizers 
and ant i-depressant drugs. 
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OSTEOPOROSIS 
(Co-nti'l\lUtd f'rom Pa.[Jc 1) 

after the age of 45-50 years, espe
cially in women, as well as a pos
sible relation~hip between this dis
order and the balance, in the indi
vidual, between dietary calcium in
take, calcium absorption, and daily 
calcium loss through excretion. 

In order to consider possible eti
ologies of this disease which may 
lead to a program of prevention 
and treatment, the Director of 
NIAMD, Dr. G. Donald Whedon, 
an active research worker in the 
field of osteoporosis and mineral 
metabolism, called together a small 
number of experts from the United 
States, United Kingdom, Finland, 
India, Switzerland, Japan, and 
Guatemala. 

Experts Discuss Survey 
They discussed ways of obtaining 

maximal basic data and etiologic 
information from a proposed epi
demiology survey, through tl,e in
volvement of several disciplines, 
notably pathology, radiology, nu
trition and biochemistry. 

Participants included, among 
othel·s, Dr. V. N. Patwardhan, 
Chief of Nutrition of the World 
Health Organization; Dr. B. E. C. 
Nordin of Leeds, England; Dr. D. 
Mark Hegstead of the Harvard 
School of Public Health; Dr. Ben
jamin T. Burton, NIAMD Asso
ciate Direct-Or for Program Analy
sis and Scientific Communication; 
and Dr. Robert L. Vought, of 
NIAMD's Epidemiology and Field 
Studies Branch. 

Irene E. Kottler, presently o secretory 
in the Office of the Director, NIGMS, 
receives o cash award for o Special 
Act or Service from Dr. Frederick L. 
Stone, Institute Oirecto,, as Gordon 
Klovdohl, NIGMS Executive Office r, 
looks on . Mrs. Kottler' s award is in 
recognition of her effice ncy in manag
ing three jobs at once early this year 
while officially employed as secretory 
to the Executive Office r, ORFR. Dur
ing this time, Mrs. Kottler also as
sumed the duties of secretory to the 
Associate Chief for Program Develop
ment and second secretory in the Of
fice of the Chief, ORFR.-Photo by 
Thomas Joy. 
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Building 12-A picture d lost week looking east toward Stone House. At right 
is the 2-story close d wolkwoy connecting the new building with Bldg. 12.
Photo by Ed Hubbard. 

New Building 12-A Now Fully Occupied; 
Space Management Lists Its Tenants 

Building 12-A, completed last September as a 4-story annex to Build
ing 12 (See NIH Record, Sept. 8), is now fully occupied, according to 
the Space Management Section, OSB. 

Eventually it will be completely occupied by the Division of Computer 
Research and Technology. A por-
tion of this Division is now housed 
in Building 12 and will remain 
,there. Meanwhile, however, 12-A's 
foUJ· floors will be occupied as 
follows: 

First Floo1·: Three sections of 
the Division of Biologics Stand
ards-the Biometrics, Administra
tion and Conb·act, and Licensing 
and Investigations Sections; and 
one branch and part of another of 
the Office of Administrative Man
agement--the Management Survey 
and Review Branch, and the Office 
of the Chief of the Plant Safety 
Branch. 

Second Floor: To be occupied 
entirely by the Division of Com
puter Research and Technology. 

Third Floor: Part of the Heart 
Information Center of the National 
Heart Institute; the Epidemiology 
and Biometry Branch of the Na
tional I nstitute of Dental Research; 
the Th«>retical Statistics and 
Mathematics Section of the Na
tional Institute of Mental Health; 
two sections of the National Insti
tute of Child Health and Human 
Development- the Mental Retarda
tion and the Growth and Develop
ment Sections; th e Graduate 
School Program of the Foundation 
for Advanced Education in the Sci
ences; and the Clinical and Profes
sional Education Branch of the 
Clinical Center. 

Fo1irth Floor: The Engineering 
and Sanitation Sections of the En
vironmental Services Branch, Di
vision of Research Services; the 
Research Contracts Section, Office 
of the Chief, Supply Management 
Branch; and the Mathematical Sta
tistics and Applied Mathematics 
Section of the National Cancer In
stitute's Billmetry Branch. 

Dr. Robert Woodward, 
NIGMS Grantee, Is 
Nobel Prize Winner 

Dr. Robert Burns Woodward, 48, 
Harvard University biology profes
sor and one of the world's fore
most authorities in the field of or
ganic chemistry, was recently 
awarded the Nobel Prize in chem
istry for his outstanding accom
plishments in synthesizing complex 
compounds and developing original 
and imaginative research methods. 

Dr. Woodward's work has been 
supported for the past 12 years by 
grants awarded through the Na
tional Institute of General Medical 
Sciences. 

Third Nobel Recipient 

He is the third NIH grantee to 
receive a Nobel Prize for 1!)65. Two 
French scientists, Dr. Jacques Mo
nod and Dr. Francois Jacob, re
ceived the Nobel Prize in medicine 
and physiology (See NIH Record. 
Nov. 2). They are grantees of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 

At the age of 26 Dr. Woodward 
synthesized quinine, and has made 
in his laboratory an impressive 
list of compounds, including chloro
phyll, cholesterol, cortisone, colchi
cine, strychnine, and magnamycin. 

He is presently studying the 
sb·ucture of vitamins, polypeptides, 
and the intermediate products of 
chlorophyll essential for transfer
ring energy in plants. 

In recognition of his achieve
ments Dr. Woodward last year re
ceived t he National Medal of Sci
ence Award, a p1·ize given annually 
by the President of the U.S. 
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Dr. Leiter Is Appointed 
NLM Assoc. Dir. for 
Intramural Programs 

The appointment of Dr. Joseph 
Leiter as Associate Director for 
Intramural Programs of the Na
tional Library of Medicine was an
nounced recently by Dr. Martin M. 
Cummings, NLM 
Director. 

In his new posi
tion Dr. Leiter will 
be responsible fvr 
coordinating mtra
m u r a I activities 
among the various 
divisions of the J,i
b1·ary. These activ
ities include: 

• The acquisition Or. Leiter 
and dissemination of the world's 
largest specialized research collec
tion of the published literature on 
biomedical research, clinical medi
cine, and health related scientific 
information; 

• The operation of interlibrary 
loan and reference services; and 

Operates MEOLARS 
• The development and opera

tion of the largest computer-l>ased 
medical information swrage and 
retrieval system, known as MED
LARS (Medical Literature Analy
sis and Retrieval System). 

In particular, D1·. Leiter will be 
responsible for the development at 
the Library of a Drug Literature 
Program which will serve as the 
focal point for the DHEW program 
to provide r~pid access to the 
world's literature on new drug~. 

Prior to joining NLM, Dr. Leiter 
was Chief of the Cancer Chemo
thcmpy National Service Center 
of the National Cancer Institute. 
He also served as a member of the 
NCI Scientific Directorate. 

As Chief of NCI's Drug Evalua
tion Branch, Dr. Leiter was instru
mental in the development of major 
laboratory resources for carrying 
out large-scale screening of drug·s 
and for the expansion of laboratory 
animal resources. 

Dato Syste m Developed 

In 1957 he developed one of the 
first large electronic data proce~s
ing systems for processing more 
than 250,000 animal screening tests 
a yea1· and for analyzing, reporting 
and publishing the results. 

In 1938 Dr. Leiter was a member 
of one of the first NCI collabora
tive efforts in studying the role of 
atmospheric dusts in the production 
of Jung cancer. He received a B.S. 
from Brooklyn College and his 
Ph.D. from Georgetown University. 

He is a member of the American 
Chemical Society, American As~o
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science, American Association for 
Cancer Research, and the American 
Society for Pharmacology and Ex
perimental Therapeutics. 
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Mycoplasma Can Inhibit 
Rous Sarcoma Virus 
Growth Undetectably 

Two National Institute of Al
lergy and Infectious Diseases sci
entists have reported that a myco
plasma commonly found in the hu
man oropha.rynx inhibits the 
growth of Rous sarcoma virus and 
can do so in a way that is not 
readily detectable. 

Mycoplasmas have previously 
been reported to inhibit the growth 
of adenovirus and measles virus. 

Ors. Norman L. Somerson and 
M. K. Cook, of NIAID's Labora
tory of I nfectious Diseases, are the 
first to report that a mycoplasma 
has a similar effect on Rous sar
coma virus. 

Agent Is lsoloted 

An agent that produced the cyto
pathic effect ( readily detectable 
cell destruction) in human embryo 
and chick embryo tissue cultures 
was isolated from a human tissue 
culture and shown to be a myco
plasma. 

The growth of Rous sarcoma 
virus and Rous-as~ocia ted virus 
was inhibited in another human 
tissue culture system and in a chick 
embryo culture infected with this 
mycoplasma isolate, called stra.in 
941. 

Mycoplasma strain 941 was 
shown to be closely related to M . 
orale CH 19299, an isolate obtained 
from the human oral cavity. 

The cytopathic effect (CPE) of 
mycoplasma strain 941 was elimi
nated by growing the mycoplasma 
on an artificial agar medium. 

But serial passage in tissue cul
ture restored the ability of the 
agar-grown mycoplasma to produce 
CPE. 

Growth Inh ibited 

However, growth of Rous sar
coma and Rous-associated virus 
was inhibited by both t he tissue 
culture-grown and the agar-grown 
941 strain, and also by the CH 
19299 strain, which did not produce 
any CPE. 

The NIAID scientists stress that 
researchers must be on the alert 
for mycoplasma contamination of 
tissue cul tu re when this contamina
tion cannot be readily detected, 
that is, when the mycoplasma does 
not produce CPE. 

The agar-passed M. orate 941 
produced a result that might be 
obtained with strain CH 19299 and 
with many other mycoplasmas
namely, the inapparent myco
plasma contamination of tissue 
cul ture. 

These findings were reported in 
the J ournal of Bacteriology. 

President Truman signed a bill 
in 1952 designating September 17 
as annual Citizenship Day. 

December 14, 1965 

Monsieur F. De Keyser (left) congratulates Dr. Grant L. Rosmussen of NINDB 
on rece ipt of the Dacteur Honaris Cous.o degree from the Universite Libre de 
Bruxe lles (See NIH Record, Dec . 1 ). Presentotion of the honorory doctorate to 
26 world-re nowned figures took ploce in Belgium on Nov. 9 in the presence 
of President Hallstein of the European Economic Community, membe rs of the 
diplomatic corps and re presentotives of the acode mic ond scientific communi
ties. f orme r recipie nts of the honor include Sir Winston Churchill, Herbe rt 
Hoover o nd Trygve Lie. Othe r recipients from the faculties of meilicine and 
scie nce include Or. Oetlev Bronk ond Or. Walloce 0. Fe nn . . 

Scientists to Discuss Cancer Research 
On Radio Series Starting in Early '66 

"Research Report," a 13-part series of 30-minute programs on which 
leading scientists talk about cancer research, will be broadcast weekly 
by National Educational Radio stations early in 1966. The programs are 
scheduled to be heard in this area 
over WAMU-FM (88.5 m .c.) on lems encountered in laboratoi-y in
Satm·days at 4 :30 p.m., beginning vestigations a nd studies of patients. 
F eb. 5. 

The series was prnduced by John 
F. Lewis fo,· the Research Infor
mation Branch, National Cancer 
Institute, under contract with the 
National Association of Education
al Broadcasters. 

There are 135 National Educa
t ional Radio stations throughout 
the country, most of which arc op
erated by universities, colleges and 
school systems. W AMU-FM is OJJ
crated by American Univers ity. 

In the "Research Report" series, 
scientists of the Nat ional Cancer 
Institute and other research insti
tutions describe some of the prob-

I List of Latest Arrivals I 
Of Visiting Scientists 
10/ 25- Dr. Makoto Kageyama, 

Japan, Research in the Laboratory 
of General and Comparative Biol
ogy. Sponsor: Dr. G. L. Cantoni, 
NIMH, Bldg. 10, Rm. 2D18. 

10/ 29-Dr. Maurizio Mirolli, 
Ita.ly, Reseax·ch in Neul'Ophysiol
ogy. Sponsor: Dr. G. Salmoiraghi, 
NIMH, William )).. White Bldg. 

11/ 1-Dr. Michael E . Wilcox, 
United Kingdom, Research training 
in the Section on Biochemical 
Genetics. Sponsor: Dr. M. Niren
berg, NHI, Bldg. 10, Rm. 7D03. 

They also explain how b its of 
progress made through diffe!"ent 
research approaches are fitted to
gether to build the growing body of 
scientific knowledge of malign:mt 
diseases. And research administra
tors and others involved in cancer 
work explain how research is pro
grammed and reported to scientists 
and the public. 

Programs Scheduled 

Titles of the programs a nd their 
projected W AMU broadcast dates 
are : "Public Information on Cancer 
Research," Feb. 5; "Nature of Can
cer," Feb. 12; " P rogress Against 
Acute Leukemia," Feb. 19; "Devel
opment and Use of Drugs- Chemo
therapy in Cancer Research," F eb. 
26; " Breast Cancer," March 5; 
"Treating Cancer," March 12; 
"Cancer Diagnosis: A Research 
Challenge," March 19; "Cancer 
Trends," March 26; "Search for 
Cancer Viruses," April 2; "Cancer 
and Man's Environment," April 9; 
"Biochemical Research in Cancer," 
April 16; "Mathematics in Cancer 
Research," April 23 ; and "Re
search and Development,'' April au. 

During the series, the NIH 
R ecord will cany reminders of 
b'roadcast times and give data on 
progi-am content and participants. 
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Dr. Kominz Named Chief 
Of Pacific Office of 
OIR in Tokyo, Japan 

The Office of International Re
search recently announced the ap
pointment of Dr. David R. Kominz 
as Chief of the P acific Office of 
NIH in Tokyo, Japan. 

Dr. Kominz; who 
has been associated 
with the National 
Institute of Arthri
tis and Metabolic 
Diseases for 14 
years, succeeds Dr. 
Heinz Specht, now 
OIR A s sis tan t 
Chief for Scientific 
Affairs. 

As Chief of the Dr. Kominz 
Pacific Office, Dr. Kominz will be 
respons ible for advancing the pro
gram and policy interests of NIH, 
and the scientific knowledge, train
ing, and research objectives of in
dividual U .S. scientists or U.S. sci
entific institutions. 

Other Duties Cited 

On request, he ,viii carry out 
NIH responsibilities concerning ac
tive, pending, or planned research 
projects and in relation to research 
objectives generated through the 
NIH intramural and extramural 
programs. 

He will also participate in assess
ing t he value of international meet
ings to determine which should 
have NIH representation and what 
type of representation would best 
serve the interests of NIH and its 
programs. 

Additionally, he will provide in
formation on scientific inte1·ests, 
capabilities, and resources available 
in other countries, to solve mutual 
problems and promote mutual in
terests. 

Background Give n 

A native of Rochester, N.Y., Dr. 
Kominz received a B.A. from Hai-
vard and his M.D. from the Uni
versity of Rochester School of 
Medicine. He served a year's in
t ernship at the Gorgas Hospi tal in 
Ancon, the Canal Zone and was a 
F ellow in the University Labora
tory of Physical Chemistry at Har
vard. 

A Medical Director in the PHS 
Commissioned Corps, Dr. Kominz's 
r-esearch interest is protein chem
istry, particularly contractile pro
tein of muscle. 

He is a member of the American 
Chemical Society, American Society 
of Biological Chemists, Biophysic2.I 
Society, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and 
the American Medical Association. 

A good listener is 11ot only popu
lar everywhere, but after a while 
he knows something.-Wilson M iz
ner i11 T oday's Health. 
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MEND SYMPOSIUM 
(Continued from Pane 1) 

nia; Dr. Robert Oseasohn, Depart
ment of Prev-entive Medicine, West
ern Reserve University; Dr. Geof
frey Edsall, Superintendent, Insti
tute of Laboratories, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, and 
some 20 senior scientists from sev
eral NIH Institutes. 

The agenda includes selected top
ics ranging from the very origin of 
immunology-that is, the defense 
mechanisms by which the host ac
quires immunity to infectious dis
ease--to such contemporary sub
je,-cts as the fine structure of gamma 
globulin. This review will be of sig-

Or. Davis Or. Landy 

nificant value to medical educators 
concerned with the application of 
current knowledge to practical 
problems in preventive medicine. 

The MEND program was begun 
in 1952, at the request of the Asso
ciation of American Medical Col
leges and the American Medical 
Association, to improve and ex
pand the teaching of military and 
disaster medicine in the country's 
undergraduate medical schools. 

The Public Health Service is one 
of the four Government agencies 
responsible for adrnin istering the 
program. The others are the Army, 
Navy and Air F orce. 

To support its MEND activities, 
each participating school receives 
an annual grant financed jointly by 
the four coopeJ·ating agencies. 

Several symposia are held each 
academic year, usually at large 
Federal medical installations, to ac
quaint the faculty members of 
MEND-affiliated schools with cur
rent research developments appl i
cable to military and disaster med
icine. The present MEND sympos
ium is the first one developed en
tirely by an NIH Institute. 

Annual Meeting of R&W 
Set for Noon Tomorrow 

The Recreation and Welfare As
sociation of NIH will hold its an
nual meeting tomonow (Dec. 15) 
at 12 noon in Wilson Hall, Bldg. 1. 

All R&W members are invited to 
attend the meeting and to bring 
their membership cards. 

I ncluded in the business conduct
ed at the meeting will be the pre
sentation of the slate of officers for 
1966. Additional nominations may 
be made from the floor. The elec
tion wiJJ be conducted by mail. 

Candidates for 1966 R&W offices 

December 14, 1965 

NIMH Reports Increase in Public Use of 
Community Outpatient Psychiatric Clinics 

Community-based outpatient psy
chiatric clinics served 29 percent 
more persons with emotional dis
orders in the United States during 
the latest reporting period (1963) 
than in 1961, according to a report 
completed recently by t he Public 
Health Service. 

Statistics compiled from State 
reports by the Office of Biometry, 
National Institute of Mental 
Health, show that a total of 862,000 
persons received services in these 
facilities during 1963, as compared 
with 669,000 in 1961 and 502,000 
in 1959. 

Early Treatment Increases 

The increase is large enough to 
indicate a significant growth of 
public utilization of early treat
ment of mental disorders provided 
in the patient's home community, 
according to Dr. Stanley F. Yolles, 
Institute Dit-ector. 

Both the number of clinic man 
hours supplied by professional staff 
and the number of clinics in opera
tion also increased sharply during 
the 2-year reporting period. 

Clinics increased from 1,568 to 
1,758 or 11 percent. Clinic man
hours jumped from 302,000 to 367,-
000, for an increase of 22 percent. 

The report stated that outpatient 
clinic resources will double in the 
1960-70 period if the current 
growth rate is maintained. 

Many sections of the country will 
continue to suffer a serious short
age of outpatient resources how
ever, unless a sharp increase in the 
number of such resources occurs, 
the report noted. 

Construction Offers Hope 

Construction of community men
tal health centers offers the best 
hope to ease the shortage, it added. 
Such centers must include outpa
tient services in order to qualify for 
Federnl aid. 

Although t he South and West re
ported the largest relative gains 
over the past two years in weekly 
clinic man-hours per 100,000 popu
lation, these regions still have 
fewer clinic resout·ces than other 
areas of the Nation. 

The 12 States showing the few
est man-hours averaged less than 
70 man-hours for each 100,000 
p o p u l a ti o n. The N 01theasterr, 
United States was highest with 346 
man-hours and the median was 122 
hours. 

are: President, Hal Curran and 
Bob Schultheis; 1st Vice President, 
Carolyn Casper and Hugh Con
nolly; 2nd Vice President, Trygve 
Tuve and Tim Wright; Treasu1·er, 
Bob Colligan and John Proctor; 
Secretary, Mary Batchelor a11d 
Louretta Doherty. 

Members arn urged to come ear
ly. Those who do may win a prize. 

Six States showed a decrease in 
man-hours since 1961- Mississippi, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Vermont, Wash
ington and Wyoming. 

Rural areas in particular suffer 
from lack of resources, data show. 
Only four percent of the clinics 
were in rural areas, whereas 30 
percent of the population lived in 
those areas. 

Greatest increase in the number 
of patients served occurred in the 
20- to 24-year age group. The 
total served in that group was 
75,000- an increase of 47 percent 
over 1!)61. There was an increase 
in each age braeket except for chi l
dren under five years. 

Bulk of the professional man
hours of cl inic service was provided 
by psychiatrists, clinical psycholo
gists and social workers. They pro
vided 90 percent of all the man
hours performed. 

Studies Define Chemical 
And Structural Changes 
In Alzheimer's Disease 

Three 1·ecent studies have helped 
to explain the chemical and struc
tural changes which occur in Alz
heimer's disease, a severe brain de
generation characterized by prema
ture senility. 

In addition, changes similar to 
those of Alzheimer's disease were 
produced experimentally and ana
lyzed by both electron and light 
microscopy. 

Chemical analysis of patient 
brain biopsies revealed a decrease 
in total protein content and altered 
concentrations of cerebrosides and 
gangliosides, both major com
ponents of myelin and nerve cells. 

Cerebrosides Vary 
Cerebrosides of the white matter 

were decreased, consistent with 
the demyelination present. In the 
gray matter, however, cerebrosides 
were markedly increased. 

The investigato1·s emphasized 
that further resea1·ch is needed to 
determine whether this increase 
results from gliosis, neurofibrilla.ry 
tangles, or degenerative changes 
(senile plaques) within neurons. 

In animal experiments, research
ers produced severe convulsions 
and striking nerve cell changes re
sembling those of Alzheimer's dis
ease (neurofibrillary decay) by in
jecting alum phosphate intracere
brally into i-abbits. 

Electron microscopy demon-
strated that these Alzheimer-like 
filaments are less than 150 Ang
strom units wide, have side 
branches, and a1·e tube-like, and 
thus are similar to the filaments 
found in the human disease. 

Discovery of the effects of alum
phosphate provides researchers 
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Dr. Banta Is Assistant 
To OIR Section Head 

Dr. James E. Banta, formHly 
Medical Director of the Peace 
Co.rps' Medical Program Division, 
has been appointed Assistant Chitf 
of the Foreign G1·ants and Award" 

Or. Banta 

Section of t he Of
fice of Internation
al Research. 

In his new posi
tion Dr. Banta wiil 
assist Dr. Samnel 
Abramson, Chief of 
the section, in ad
ministering the in

ternational post
doctoral f e 11 ow
ships program and 

the companion program of research 
project grants to former interna
tional postdoctoral Fe.Hows. 

A native of Tucumcari, N. Mex., 
Dr. Banta received his M.D. from 
Marquette University and the 
M.P.H. degree from Johns Hopkins 
University. He interned at the Hos
pital of the Good Samaritan in 
Los Angeles. 

Serves in Mavy, Marines 

On completion of his internshiµ, 
he entered the U.S. Navy, gradua
ting from the U.S. Naval Medical 
School in 1952. During his career 
in the Navy and Marine Corps, 01·. 
Banta served in various medical 
capacities here and abroad. 

He joined the Public Health 
Service in 1960, sen•ing as Chief 
of the Coronary Heart Disease 
Unit, Heart Disease Control Pro
gram; and as Director of the PHS 
Ecology Field Station at the Uni
versity of Missouri. He holds the 
rank of Medical Director. 

Dr. Banta is a F ellow of the 
American College of Preve?1t've 
Medicine, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and 
the American Public Heal th Asso
ciation. 

Co-author of numerous scientific 
and research publications, Dr. Ban
ta is Assistant Professor of Com
munity Medicine and International 
Health at Georgetown University. 

with a means of producing neuro
fib1·il decay and other Alzheimer
l ike changes in animals under ex
perimentally controlled conditions 
where neural activity can be cor
related with morphologic a ltera
tions. 

The chemical studies were re
ported by Dr. K. Suzuki and asso
ciates of the Albert Einstein Col
lege of Medicine, N.Y.; the neuro
pathology findings by Dr. Igor 
Klatzo and co-workers of NINDB's 
Surgical Neurology Branch; and 
electron microscopic studies by Dr. 
Robert D. Terry and Carlos Pena, 
Albert Einstein College of Medi
cine. These findings were reported 
in the J ournal of Neuropathology 
and Experimental Neurology. 
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Dr. Trygve Tuve Named 
Chief of NIGMS Branch 

Dr. T1·ygve W. Tuve has been 
named Chief of the Research Train
ing Grants Branch, National In
stitute of General Medical Sciences, 
it was announced recently by Dr. 

Dr. Tuve 

Frederick L. Stone, 
Institute Director. 

Dr. Tuve will be 
responsible for ad
ministering and 
evaluating the var
ioll.'l NIGMS re
sea r ch training 
grant programs, as 
well as formulating 
program objectives 
and identifying re

search training needs. 

In F Y 1965 over 700 research 
training- programs received almost 
$37 million of support from the 
Institute. These programs serve to 
meet the ever growing needs for 
~nanpower in the critical shortage 
ait-as of the basic biomedical 
sciences. 

Award Received 
Dr. Tuve previously set-ved in 

the Research Grants Branch as As
sist.ant Chief since ' 1963, and as 
Scientist Administrator from 1961 
to 1963. During this time he re
ceived a superior performance 
a.ward. 

Beforn joining the Institute, Dr. 
Tuve was employed as a biochem
ist with the National Institute of 
Arthritis an<l Metabolic Diseases 
(1960-61), and served as a P HS 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow with 
the National Heart Institute (1958-
60). F rom 1955 to 1957 he was a 
Teaching Assistant at the New 
York State College of Agriculture, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N .Y. 

A native of Chevy Chase, Md., 
Dr. Tuve received his B.A. de,gree 
from the University of Colorado in 
1954, and the Ph.D. in biochemistry 
from Cornell University in 1958. 

Memberships Noted 

He is a member of the American 
Chemical Society, the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Beta 
Kappa, Sigma Xi, Phi Lambda Up
silon, Alpha Epsilon Delta, and 
Sigma Pi Sigma. 

December 14, 1965 

Dr. Hugh Butt, Professor of Medicine at Mayo Graduote School of Medicine 
(center, with pod), confers with Dr. Leona rd Laste r (right) and NIAMD clinicol 
researchers, Ors. Andrew L. Warshaw a nd William D. Heize r ($tond ing), in 
Dr. Laste r's laboratory office.-Photo by Thomas Joy. 

Training Course Offered 
On Ultracentrifuge Use 

The Biomedical Engineering and 
Instrumentation Branch of the Di
vision of Research Services is spon
soring a series of training cour~cs 
on the Model E Analytical lfltra
centrifuge. 

The first course is scheduled for 
January 1966. It will be of one
week duration. F uture courses wi!l 
be scheduled based upon interest. 

Appliconts Determine Courses 
Material covered in these courses 

will be determined by the informa
tion supp.Jied by applicants. 

The general course will cov-tr the 
applications, theory, and practical 
use of the Model E Ulh·acentrifuge. 

Experiments will be co,,cii.:cted 
on two instruments by the partici
pants so that experience may be 
obtained in the setup, experiment:il 
procedures, and mathematical con
siderations util izing curren~ tech
niques. 

Those interested are requested to 
contact Mr. Meyers, Ext. 64131, for 
applications and information at 
their earl iest opportunity. 

Dr. Butt's Tour Points 
To Success· of Others 

The National Institute of Ar
thritis and Metabolic Diseases 
played host recently to a disti:,
guished "visiting professot'' whose 
successful tour touched off hopes 
for furthering similar visits. 

The vis itor was Di·. Hugh R. 
Butt, Professor of Medicine at the 
Mayo Graduate School of Medicine, 
University of Minnesota, Roches
ter, Minn. 

As a research consultant, Dr. 
Butt spent the week of Nov. 15 
making teaching rounds wfth clini
cal associates, holding seminars 
and giving lectures, all directed to
ward the exchange of ideas. 

Dr. Laster Is Host 
His host here was Dr. Leonard 

Laster, Chief of the Section on Cas
troenterology, Metabolic Diseases 
Branch, NI AMD. 

Both he and Dr. Butt called for 
furthering "mutually rewarding•· 
ties between the ~ IH clinical staff 
and the academic clinical commu
nity in other parts of the country 
by increasing similar visiting pro
grams for academic clinicians. 

EHS to Present Movie on Mental Retardation 
Dr. Butt is a Past President of 

the American Gastroenterological 
Association and the American As
sociation for Study of Liver Dis
ease. He is Regent of the American 
College of Physicians and a form<'r 
member of the American Bc.ard of 
Internal Medicine. 

"Toymakers," the story of a 
mentally retarded teen-age boy, is 
the December health education film 
presented by the Employee Health 
Service. 

The desirability of having the 
majority of the mentally retarded 
living with their families and work
ing in the community is stressed. 

In the 30-minute film the institu
tion for the retarded is regarded as 

responsible for developing the po
tential for self-reliance. 

The movie will be shown at the 
Clinical Center auditorium tomor
row (Dec. 15) at 11 :30 a.m. and 
1 p.m.; a t North Bethesda Office 
Center #2, Conference Room 113, 
Thursday (Dec. 16) at 1:30 and 
2:30 p.m.; and at the Westwood 
Building, Conference Room A, Fri
day (Dec. 17) at 1 :30 and 2:30 
p.m. 

"The brain is a wonderful organ; 
it starts working the moment you 
get up in the morning and does not 
stop until you get into the office." 
- Robert F1·ost. 

Page 7 

Hamster Embryos Used 
To Detect Anomalies 
Caused by T eratogens 

Recent studies indicate that 
golden hamster embryos rnay be 
used for the rapid evaluation of the 
teratogenic potential of a particu
lar agent, and also to give an in
dication of the degree and range 
of anomalies it causes in t he early 
developmental period. 

The teratogenic effect of an 
agent may be missed unless a 
search for malformations is made 
before the more seriously affected 
embryos die in utero and undergo 
resorption. 

At present there is little infor
mation on the incidence of congeni
tal abnormalities daring early de
velopment. 

The golden hamster has a short 
gestation period of 16 days, has 
large litters, and produces mal
formed offspring in response to 
known chemical teratogens, terato
genic viruses, hyperbaric oxygen, 
irradiation, and freezing. Also, 
timed matings are easily and ac
curately obtained. 

Development Is Rapid 

Since embryonic development in 
this animal is rapid, the critical 
state of embryonic response to 
teratogenic influences falls within 
a very closely defined period. 

The investigator found that the 
eighth day of pregnancy was opti
mal for chemical induction of de
velopmental abnormalities and that 
these anomalies could be ident ified 
24 hours later. 

A comparable period of human 
development would extend from 
about the 21st to the 30th day of 
gestation. 

In the present study, hamsters 
were treated on the eighth day of 
pregnancy with intravenous injec
tions of colchicine, 5-bromodeoxy
uridine (BUDR), or trypan blue or 
orally-administered vitamin A. 

Twenty-four hours later the em
bryos were recovered by dissection. 
Clearly recognizable aberrations of 
development, including cranioschi
sis, spina bifida, microcephaly, hy- . 
drocephalus, and marked growth 
retardation. were observed. 

Hamster Embryos Distorted 

In general, hamsters receiving 
colchicine had embryos with the 
most severe malformations repre
sented by ma-rked distortion of the 
anterior neural tube a nd head. 

Vitamin A anomalies were gen
erally confined to the head and con
sisted of an open and flared neural 
tube in this region. 

Trypan blue commonly induced 
exencephaly and spina bi.Iida, w hile 
BUDR produced the g reatest vari
ety of cranial abnormalities. 

This research, reported hy V. H. 
Ferm of Dartmouth Medical School 
in Laboratory Investigation, was 
supported by the NIGMS. 
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Dr. Ernest M. Parrott, 
OIR, to Retire Dec. 30 
After 23 Yrs. Service 

Dr. Ernest M. Parrott, Logistics 
Head, Nutrition Section, Office of 
International ResearcJ1, will retire 
December 30 after 23 years of Fed
eral service. 

Dr. Parrott came to the National 
Institutes of Health in December 
1957 as Deputy Director of the 
former Interdepartmental Commit
tee on Nutrition for National De
fense. 

While with the Office of the Sur
geon General, U.S. Army, as Chiei, 
Nutrition Branch, Preventive Med
icine Division, 1952-57, Dr. Parrott 
worked on formation of ICNND 
and served as the Army repre
sentative to the committee. 

He also served as consultant on 

This photo, taken in Novembe r 19S7, 
shows Dr. Parrott (left), then with the 
Department of the Army, inspecting 
pre.mix for enriching rice, prior to its 
dismantling and shipment to Taiwan. 
The others (L to R): the late Dr. R. R. 
Williams, then Chairman of the Wil
liams-Waterman Fund for the Combat 
of Dietary Diseases; Moj. Ge n. Lu Fu
Ning, Military Attache, Embauy of 
the Republic of China; and J. T . Con
ne r, then President of Merck & Co., 
Inc., now Secretory of Comme rce. 

the JCNND Manual for Nutrition 
Surveys in 1957 and, after joining 
NIH, served on the Editorial Com
mittee for the 2nd edition, 1963. 

Born in Cordova, Tenn., Dr. Par 
rott received his B.S. degree, ma_q
na cum laud.e, from Union Univer
sity, Jaekson, Tenn. He a lso attend
ed the University of Florida and 
received his Master's degree in 
organic chemistry from the Massa
chusetts Agricultural College (now 
University of Massachusetts). 

He served on the faculty at Mas
sachusetts and later at the Uni
versity of Missouri, where he r,;
ceived his Ph.D. degree in 1938. Dr. 
Parrott was co-discoverer, with Dr. 
A. G. Hogan, Head of tbe Depart
ment of Agricultural Chemistry at 
Missouri, of vitamin Be (later iden
tified as folic acid). 

Returning to the University cf 
Massachusetts, he remained on the 
faculty there until 1942 when he 
was commissioned a 1st Lt. in the 
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Pictured with Dr. James A. Shannon, NIH Director {right), are recent recipients 
of the PHS Meritorious Service Medal. From le ft : Dr. Ralph E. Knutti, former 
NHI Director, cited for "his outstanding service a nd achievement while on 
active duty in the Commissioned Corps"; Dr. John F. She rman, N IH Associate 
Director for Extramura l Programs, cited "in recognition of his sustained supe
rior pe rformance ... in the broad field of science administration"; and Dr. 
Robert M. Chanock, NIAID, " in recognition of his excellent achieveme nt" in 
the "developme nt of vaccines for the control of acute respiratory diseases."
Photo by Je rry Hecht. 

COUNCIL 
(Co11tin1,r<l f rom Page I) 

conditions for approving grant ap
plications. 

Of the 12 p<>sitions on the coun
cil, the following 11 appointments 
have been made: 

Dr. Mary I. Bunting, President, 
Radcliffe College; Gordon Cum
ming, Administ1·ator, Sacramento 
(Calif.) County Hospital; Dr. 
Michael E. Debakey, P1•ofessor and 
Chairman, Department of Surgery, 
College of Medicine, Baylor Uni
versity; D1·. Bruce Everist, Green 
Clinic, Ruston, La.; Dr. James T. 
Howell, Executive Director of 
the Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, 
Mich.; and Dr. John Willis Hurst, 
Professor and Chairman, Depart
ment of Medicine, Emory Univer
sity School of Medicine, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Othe r Members Named 
Also Dr. Clark Millikan, Con

sultant in Neurology, Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minn.; Dr. George E. 
Moore, Direc-tor, Roswell Park Me
morial Institute, Buffalo, N.Y.; Dr. 
William Peeples, Commissioner of 
Health, Maryland Department of 
Health; Dr. Robert J. Slater, Dean, 
College of Medicine, University of 
Vermont; and Dr. Cornelius H. 
Traeger, Professor of Clinical 
Medicine, Cornell University Medi
cal College, N.Y.C. 

U.S. Army. 
From 1942-48 he served as Nutri

tion Officer for the Army in Vir
ginia, Mississippi and New York. 
He was Commanding Officer of the 
U.S. Army Medical Nutrition Lab
oratory in Chicago, Ill., 19-18-52. 

Dr. Parrott is a member of Phi 
Kappa Phi, Sigma Xi and the 
American Institute of Nutrition. 

Esther Nickerson, CC 
Nurse, to Retire After 
34 Years With PHS 

Esther J. Nickerson, who will re
tire on Dec. 30 from her position 
as Staff Nurse in the Clinical Cen
ter Nursing Depa1tment's Cancer 
Nursing Service, is already looking 
out beyond the horizon "ready to 
go anywhere." 

She plans a trip to Alaska next 
June and will probably do private 
dutv nursing between adventures. 

Mrs. Nickerson has been with 
the Public Health Service since 
1931. She served in P H S hospitals 
in New Orleans, Ellis Island, and 
Baltimore before coming to the 
Clinical Center in 1955. 

Praised by Supervisors 
For the past 25 years she has 

been assigned exclusively to cancer 
nursing units. Supervisors have 
praised her considerate manner 
with patients and their families. 

Mrs. Nickerson attributes her 
own excellent health to physical 
work, and "always being ready for 
the next thing to come up." Born 
in Harmony, N. C. (pop. then 250), 
she worked on a farm as a child 
doing chores from feeding chickens 
to stacking hay and plowing. 

She receiYed a teacher's certifi
cate at North Carolina College for 
Women in Greensboro, and taught 
in a rural school for two years. 
Shi:\ received her nursing training 
at North Carolina Baptist Hospi
tal in Winston-Salem. 

He was certified in 1951 as Special
ist in Human Nutrition by the 
American Board of Nutrition. 

H e retired from the U .S. Army 
Reserve Corps in 1!163 with the 
rank of Lt. Col. 

THE NIH RECORD 

Dr. Papper, Authority on 
Anesthesiology Research, 
Is Consultant to NIGMS 

Dr. Emmanuel M. Papper of 
Columbia University, one of the 
Nation's leading authorities in 
anesthesiology research, has been 
appointed consultant to the Na
tional Institute o.f 
General Medical 
Sciences. The ap
pointment was an
nounced by Dr. 
Frederick L. Stone, 
Director of the In
stitute. 

Dr. Papper, who 
is Professor and 
Chairman of the 
Department of An- Dr. Popper 
esth~iology, Columbia University, 
has agreed to serve as special ad
viser to the Institute for a period 
of eight months, providing extra
mural consultation on research and 
training in selected clinical scien
ces, with special emphasis on anes
thesiology and surgery. 

Program Is Significant 

This program represents a sig
nificant part of the Institute's re
search efforts relating to the Heart 
Disease, Cancer, and Stroke pro
gram recently authorized by Con
gress and placed administratively 
under NIH. 

In addition, Dr. Papper will ·~erve 
as liaison between the National 
Institute of General Medical Sci
ences, the Office of the Director, 
NIH, and other Institutes. 

He will advise on anesthesiology 
and surgery programs in univer
sities which will be encouraged to 
establish stronger research activ
ities and ,to serve national purposeR 
by acting as regional centers of 
r esearch and training in the clinical 
sciences. 

Central Storeroom Now 
Stocks HEW-65 Forms 

Form HEW-65, "Receipt for U. 
S. A. Transportation Requests," is 
now stocked in the NIH Central 
Storeroom, it was announced re
cently by Forms and Records Man
agement Section of the NIH Man
agement Policy Branch. It was for
merly stocked by the Travel Unit, 
Administrative Services Section, 
OSB. 

The HEW-65 is used to request 
SF-ll69, "Transportation Re• 
quests" (commonly known as TR's). 
Fonn HEW-65 may be ordered by 
submitting a "Stock Requisition," 
PHS-20. The Stock No. is 7-6230, 
unit of issue, "Each." 

TR's, SF-1169, must be obtained 
from the Cashier, located in Bldg. 
31, Rm. 2B-25. A Government 
Transpo1tation Request is a blank 
check in duplicate issued by the 
Government to travelers to cover 
transpo1ta.tion costs in connection 
with official duties. 




