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Dr. Heinz Specht, 
Biophysics Pioneer, 
Named OIR Chief 

Appointment of Dr. Heinz Specnt 
as Chief of the Office of Interna
tional Research was announced re 
cently by Dr. J ames A. Shannon, 
Director of NIH. 

Responsibilities of 
Dr. Specht's new 
office include the 
administration :lf 
international re -
search interests 0f 
the Public H ealth 
Service, develop· 
ment of NIH pol
icy in international 
activities and coor-
dination of pro - Dr. Specht 
grams of the nine NIH Institutes 
which involve other countries. 

Dr. Specht has been with the 
National Institutes of Health since 
1986. A pioneer in the developing 
science of biophysics which applies 
the tools and methods of physics 
t o biological problems, he joined 

(See DR. SPECHT, Page 6) 
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Dr. John F. Bell in Argentina to Set Up 
Study of His New Theories on Rabies 

By Martha Mader 
The theory that man and animals may sometimes recover naturally 

from rabies will be tested soon by t he Pan American Zoonoses CenteT 
in Argentina, with help from the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 

Dr. John Frederick Bell of 
NIAID's Rocky Mountain Labara
tory at Hamilton, Mont., has been 
temporarily assigned ,as adviser to 
the center, an arm of the Pan 
American Health Org,anization. 

He will assist in setting up a 
study of his t heory-on~ which is 
not now widely sh·ared-that rabies 
may no,t always be fatal. Also to 
be tested duri11,g the new study is 
the the,ory that inapparent carriers 
of rabies may exist. 

Virus Disease 

Rabies, a virus disease commonly 
found in dogs, cattle, foxes, skunks, 
cats and bats, can be transmitted 
to man, gene.rally through a bite 
by an infected animal. The classic 
view holds that the disease is al
ways fabal. 

Some bats have been considered 
healthy carriers, but most experi
mental evidence suggests that 
northern, insectivo1'0US rabies-in-

fected bats eventually die of the 
disease. 

In 1955 Dr. Bell and co-workers 
showed experimentally that virus 
strains isolated from bats and oth-

Administrative Officers Asked to Name 
Those Eligible for Safe Driver's Award 

Dr. John Frederick Bell (standing) and 
one of his assistants inspect bats, in 
jars, during o field survey in Western 
Montana.-RML photo. 

In a memo addressed to Institute and Division Administrative Officers, 
they are requested by the Plant Safety Branch, OAM-OD, to provide a 
significant means of recognizing t hose employees who complete a year 
of driving without a preventable 
accident. 

The National Safety Council has 
developed the Safe Driver Award 
Program. It is the tJ.,ademark of 
professiona.J drivers who have 
proved their skill in avoiding pre
ventable tiraffic accidenrtis, and it is 
recognized today as the Nation's 
highest award for J>l'o.fessional safe 
dl'iving performance. 

Many Eligible 
Every NIH employee whose reg

ular daily assignment includes thC' 
driving of a Government -owned 0l' 
operated mooor vehicle and who 
drives at leasit 51 percent of his 
working time without being in
volved in a preventable motor ve
hicle accident Is eligible to receive 
the Safe Driver Award. 

The PBS 1·equested each In-

s,tibute bo submit a complete lis,t of 
paa.·ticipants within its organization 
to the Safety Section, Bldg. 12A, 
Rm. 1053, before Ap,r il 1. 

Program Begins Jon. 1 
The NI H goal is to initiate this 

Safe Driver Award Pvogram as of 
January 1, 1966, and to pre;;ent 1-
Year, 2-Year and 3-Year awards 
to eligible recipients as of that date. 

Application for retroactive 
awards with supporting informa
tion for the entfre period being 
certified must be submitted to Na
tional Safety Council's Safe D1·iver 
Award Comm~ttee. Upon receipt of 
this inf01·mation the a,vards will 
be presented to eligible drivers a t 
an a1 propriate ceremony. Plant 
Safety Branch will underwrite the 
entire cost of this program. 

er animals could produce a no-n
fatal infection in mice when only 
limited involvement of t.he nervous 
sys~m resulted. 

One advantage of the situdy at 
the center's field statioo a,t Azul, 
Argentina, will be the availability 
of djseased animals. 

AJthough laboi,a,txwy experiments 
have been done at Rocky Mountain 
Laboratory, there is not enough 

(See RAB/RS TffJ,;ORJES, Pano 8 ) 

Dr. Merritt, Columbia Dean, 
Appointed to NIGMS Council 

Appointment of Dr. H. Houston 
Merritt, Dean of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Colum
bia University, New York, to a 4-
year term on the National Advisory 
General Medical Sciences Council 
was announced recently by Dr. 
William H. Stewart, Surgeon Gen
eral of the Public Health Service. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF H EALTH 

PUBLIC H EALTH SERVICE 

50th Meeting of 
FASEB Apr. 12-16 
At Atlantic City 

NIH participation in the 50th 
Annual Meeting of the F ederation 
of American Societies for Experi
mental Biology, Ap1·il 12-16, at 
Atlantic City, N.J., will include 122 
papers by ~IH scientists and ex
hibits from 8 N IH Institutes. Sev
eral hundred scientists and phy
sicians from NIH plan to attend. 

Expected registration of 20,000 
promises to make this FASEB 
meeting one of the largest scien
tific conventions held anywhere. 

299 Sessions 
Two hundred and ninety-nine ses

sions are scheduled for Conven
tion Hall and nearby hotels. Thel'e 
are 8,192 papers on the program, 
with more than 8,000 authors par
ticipating. 

Registration will be in the Main 
Lobby of Convention Hall, Monday, 
April 11 from 12 noon to 11 p.m.; 
and Tuesday, April 12 through F r i
day, Ap1·il 15, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The 1·egistration fee is $15 
for members of FASEB societies 
and $20 for non-members. 

The General Session on Wednes
day evening, April 18, in the Con
vention Hall Ballroom, "The Fed

(See F ASE8, Pago 6) 

PHS Publication Gives 
Details of '65 Grants 

The Public Health Service 
awarded $269,158,435 in training 
grants, research fellowships, train
eeships, and research career de
velopment awards during F iscal 
Year 1965, compared with a total 
of $289,755,551 during FY 1964. 

A detailed accounting by State 
and institution of the FY 1965 
awards for advanced training in 
the medical and biological sciences 
is contained in a new publication, 
titled Public Health Service Grants 
and Awards, Fiscal Year 1965 
Funds, P=t II. 

Copies of the new booklet may be 
obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
(PHS Publication No. 1346, Part 
II) at $1.25 per copy. 



Page 2 April 5, 1966 THE NIH RECORD 

ecord 
Published bi-weekly at Bethesda, l\ld., by the Public Information Section, 
Office of Research Information, for t he information of employees of the 
National Ins titutes of Health, 11r incipal research center of the Public 
Health Service, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and 
circulated by r equest to all news media and interested members of the 
medical- and science-related fields. The NIH Record content is reprint
able without permission and its pictures are available on request. 

NIH Record Office _______ ·--·-·····--·-----·----Bldg. 31, Rm. 4B13. Phone: 49-62125 

Editor .. .. ...... , .... , ...... ........ ........... ....... .. .......... ........ E. Kenneth Stabler 
Staff Corresponde nts 

Georgiana Bri.mijoin, NCI ; Tony Anastasi, DRS; Bowen Hosford, CC; 
Mary Anne Gates, NIAMD; Marie Norris, NIDR; Ed Long, NIMH; 
Frances Dearman, NINDB; Martha Mader, NIAID; Faye Peterson, DBS; 
Linda Jacobson, NIGMS; Beverly Warran, DRFR; Dick Turlington, 
DRG; Gary Goldsmith, NHI; Frances Mills, OAM; Dan Rogers, NICHD. 

The NIH Record reserves the right to make corrections, changes or 
deletions in submitted copy in conformity with the policy of t he paper 
and the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

NEWS from 
PERSONNEL 

REMINDER! 
April 15, 1966, is the deadline 

for filing returns for Federal, 
Maryland and D.C. income taxes. 
Tax assistance for N IH employees 
will not be available after April 
l 3.' F or further information, please 
call Ext. 64480. 
GOOD FRIDAY OBSERVANCE 

Supervisors arc reminded that 
DH EW regulations and the Per
sonnel Guides for Supervisors er
courage leave-approving officials to 
be liberal in granting leave to cm• 
ployees for observance of reli1;1<nts 
holidays. Employees desiring lea\·e 
for this purpose should request it 
as far in advance as possible so 
as not to interfere with norm:ii 
work requirements. 

READING IMPROVEMENT 
Beginning April 18, George Ste·,. 

ens of Reading Technics will .:011-
duct another series of Reading Im
pmvement Courses for NIH. 

Mr. Stevens is a l'eading specia,
ist and consultant for the Univer
sity of Maryland and many Gov
ernment agenciPs. The new tecl,. 
niques used in the Reading ,1ii

pmvement Course are th-e result 
of his intensive and continui11i,: 
research. 

The course, which involves thre~ 
hour-and-a-half sessions in one 
week, is conduoted on the reserva
tion. Individual diagnosis and test
ing are emphasized and class size 
is l imited to permit the attentitn 
necessary to the proper develop
ment of individual reading slcills. 

Employees who are interested ir. 
the program should discuss t:1e 
training opportunity with thei i· 
supervisors. Nominations are to he 
submitted through the Institute/ 

Warning Siren Signals 'Alert' 
In Defense Test Next Sat. 

The warning siren mounted 
on the roof of the Clinical 
Center will be sounded next 
Saturday, April 9, at 11 :45 
a.m., according to Lloyd R. 
Stewart, Assistant for Civil 
Defense, P lant Safety Branch. 

This is one of the warning 
sirens that will be heard 
t hroughout the Washington 
area in the quarterly tests held 
by the Office of Civil Defense. 

The alert sig1,al, a steady 
tone, will sound for 90 seconds. 
After a minute of si lence the 
take-cov•er signal, a high war
bling sound, will be heard for 
90 seconds. 

For additional information 
call Ext. 63670. 

Division personnel officers, who can 
also supply additional informatic,11 
about the courses. 

MONEY IN SICK LEAVE BANK 
Has it •ever occurred to you th>lt 

accumulated sick leave is like mc>1,
ey left in a savings bank whic!1 
grows in value as earnings an• 
added to it? 

For example, the sick leave y ,u 
earned at $2.30 an hour when yon 
were a GS-4, if used later in your 
career, could be cashed in at $3.0~ 
an hour when you had pro~rcss<?d 
to a GS-7- an increase of 71 cents 
an hour. This increase is even mun: 
impressive w'hen figured on a daily 
rate, which contrasts $18.40 a day 
at GS-4 wi th $24.08 a day at GS-7. 

Leave saved takes advantage of 
the progress you have made as well 
as the i11crements to governmer t 
salaries which arc received from 
time to time as sala1ies are mad'! 
more comparable with those in pu
\·ate industry. This is a bargain 
you can scarcely afford to overlook. 

TO CC' s John H. Botts There Are Few 
Things larger Than Three Small Words 

By Bowen Hos ford 
"God bless you." 
The staff of the NIH Clinical Center is accustomed to these words 

as they enter elevators, but visitors and patients are sometimes startlea. 

Elder Botts says "God Bless You."
Photo by Ralph Fe rnandez. 

TV Program Will Be on 
Channel 4 Next Sunday 

"The Cancer Problem Today," 
a television program ananged b:; 
the Resea1·ch Information Branch, 
National Cancer Institute, will be 
seen on the Georgetown University 
Forum, WRC-TV (Channel 4) 
Sunday, April 10, at ]2:30 p.m. 

Participants in the discussion 
will be Dr. Kenneth M. Endicott, 
Director, NCI ; Dr. James P . 
Cooney, Vice President for Medi
cal Affairs, American Cancer So
ciety, and Dr. Robe rt J . Coffey, 
Professor and Chail-man of the De
partment of Su1·gery, Georgetown 
University Medical School and 
President of the District of Colum
bia Medical Society. 

Program Repeated 
The program wil l be repeated on 

Washington's educational television 
station, WETA (Channel 26), 
Monday, April 11 at 10 p.m., and 
a radio tape of the program will 
be distributed to about 350 stations 
throughout the country. 

This program exemplifies the na
tionwide endeavor to increase pub
lic understanding of cancer during 
April, designated each year as 
Cancer Control Month by Presiden
tial Proclamation. 

Hazel Rea Elected President of 
LFRA; H. B. Siegel Is 2nd V.P. 

Hazel W. Rea, Administrative 
Officer, NIH CliJ1 ical Investiga
tions, has been elected President 
of the League of Federal Recrea
tion Associations. 

Re-elected Second Vice President 
was Harold B. Siegel who is a 
member of H EW's Office of Field 
Adpijni~tration. 

They stare at the bespectacled, 
broad, smiling face. And then, 
quite often, they reci-proc~te. 

John H . Botts, elevator opera.toT 
at the Clinical Cente-r, has been 
saying these words for nearly 25 
yea1·s. 

lt was in 1943 that he felt he 
heard the Lord's call. He started 
preaching a year later, ,and on off
duty hours $-till conducts services 
among the 7 sanctuaries of the 
Church of God in W·ashington. 

He says, "People have so much 
on thei r mind,s. A few words help 
them." 

Once a woman on a stretcher 
was wheeled olllto his elevato<r for 
a nde to the 10th floo•r. As her 
stretcher left, Elder Botts s.aid, 
"God bles.s you." 

Later a Gray Lady visited him 
with a message from the W10man. 
"She s aid your words followed her 
all the way bo -the operating room." 

Spirits Lifted 
Other patients have told him, 

"You don't know how those words 
'God bless you' lifted my spi1·its." 

Mr. Botts' happy demeanor re
flects the peaee that he believes 
can be found in faith. However, he 
is concerned that some might think 
him overrighteous. He says t hese 
words only to ,t hose who appear 
downcast, ()11' t,o those who look as 
if they would be receptiYe. 

One who was receptive was Pres
ident Lyndon Johnson. He came to 
NIH to sign the Nation's Health 
Research Facilities Amendmen,ts of 
l!J65. After t he ceremony, he vis
ited areas in the Clinical Center. 
With his party he entered Elder 
Bo,tts' elevatlOl·. They shook hands. 

Elder Botts said, "God bless you, 
Mr. President." 

The President's face shone. Then 
came the familiar response, "God 
bless you, too." 

Robert L. Schultheis (left), President 
of the NIH Recreation and Welfare 
Association, presents a check for $ 1 00 
to Mrs. Louis Keren, Treasurer of the 
Bethesda Chambe r of Commerce's 
Flog Committee, as Edward Noakes, 
2nd Vice President of the chamber, 
smiles approval. The Flag Committee 
was set up to encourage Bethesda 
merchants to fly the Ame rican fla9 , 
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19 NIAMD Consultants 
Review Artificial Kidney 
Research Proposals 

Nineteen consultants for the Ar
tificial Kidney-Chronic Uremia 
Program of the National Institute 
of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases 
met here March 3 to review ap
plied research and development 
contract proposals in the area of 
artificial kidney and dialysis. 

Also discussed at the meeting 
were related methods for the main
tenance of patients in chronic kid
ney fai lure, and additional efforts 
to develop simpler, more effective 
and economical artificial kidney de
vices. 

The consultants, selected from 
among outstanding authorities ac
tive in the field of chronic uremia 
and hemodialysis, included physi
cians who have directed programs 
in artificial kidney centers, renal 
physiologists, physical chemists and 
membrane specialists, chemical en
gineers, and individuals whose tal
ents combine several of these qual
ifications. 

Many Atte nd 

Among the emine'nt consultants 
at the meeting were Dr. Lewis W. 
Bluemle Jr., of the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania; Dr. 
Lyman C. Craig, Rockefeller Uni
versity; Dr. Edward W. Men-ill of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and Dr. Belding Scrib
ner of the University of Washing
ton, Seattle. 

Also present were representa
tives of other Federal agencies hav
ing a major interest in chronic 
dialysis, including the PHS Divi
sion of Chronic Diseases, the Vet
erans Administration and the 
Armed Forces. 

Representing the NI AMD at the 
meeting were Dr. Benjamin T. 
Burton, Associate Director for 
Program Analysis and Scientific 
Commun ication, and Chief of the 
Artificial Kidney-Chronic Uremia 
Program; Dr. Irwin Siegel, As
sistant Chief of the Program, and 
Mr . William Carr, Institute Pro
gram Contract Officer. 
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DRS Observes 10th Anniversary With 
Seven Branches and 1,300 Employees 

Seated (I ta r) Edwin M. Lamphere, Chief, ESB; Dr. William B. DeWitt, Assoc. 
Chief, Laboratory Resources; Chris A . Hansen, Chief, DRS; Hugh H. Connally, 
Assoc. Chief, Engineering Resources; Jahn G. DuBay, Executive Officer. Stand
ing (I to rl: Haward M. Biggs, Chie f, Rf PB; Ross Halliday, Chief, PEB; Dr. 
Robert J. Byrne, Chief, LAB; Dr. Malcolm S. Ferguson, Chief, MA PB; Dr. Lester 
Goodma n, Chief, BEIB; Jess A. Mart in, Chief, LB.- Photo by Jerry Hecht . 

By Tony Anastasi 

Chris A. Hansen, Chief of the NIH Division of Research Services, is 
helping the Division celebrate its 10th anniversary this month by fin-
ishing a job he began when he arrived here a decade ago. · 

Mr. Hansen is helping to complete a critique of the Clinical Center's 
Surgical Wing, which is recognized 
as probably t he most modern and 
best-equipped surgery suite in the 
country. 

When he arrived here in April 
1956, he helped with ,the early plans 

NIH researchers can rely an the DRS 
Glassblowing Unit ta provide them 
with made-ta-orde r glassware that 
cannot be found comme rcia lly. Mare 
than a half-million pieces of g lass
ware are used mont hly at NIH. 

for the wing. Between · initiation 
and completion. of this assignment, 
"much has been accomplished but 
much still remains to be done"
to borrow a phrase from medical 
p1'<>gress reports. 

"The first two years of my as
signment here were hectic-organ
izing the branc·hes and pulling loose 
pieces together," said Mr. Hansen, 
who planned his NIH assignment 
to last no more than four years. 

"More important than the in
crease in personnel from the orig
inal 500-'})lus to more than 1,300 
employees now, is the upgrading 
of professional <and technical ca
pabilities that we have achieved," 
he said. 

Efficiency Is Goal 

"V,le have •abtem])tcd to m·ganize 
a streamlined structure and trans
ferred unrelated parts oif our pro
grams to other units of NIH for 
better overall o-rgandzation. We are 
providing an org.aniza llional struc
ture where qualiiied professional 
and technical people feel comfort
able and get satisfaction from their 
,vork." 

Booklet on Cancer Story Will Be Aid to Teaching The 1,300 employees now work 
in seven DRS branches: Research 
Facilitios Planning, Biomedical En
gineering and Instrumentation, 
Laboratory Aids, P lant Engineer
ing, Environmental Services, Medi
cal A,·ts and Photography, and the 
NIH Library. 

The Cancer Story, a booklet pre
pared by the National Cancer In
stitute for the general reader to 
explain the natuJ"e of cancer, how 
it is diagnosed and treated, and 
how science is learning more about 
it, was issued recently by the Pub
lic Health Service. 

The 52-page publication is ex
pected to receive wide use in jun
ior and senior high schools as one 
of several teaching aids produced 
as collaborative projects by the 
N ational Cancer Institute and the 
National Science Teachers Associa
tion. 

They include a teaching guide, 
two film strips, and other booklets 
and visual aids which will be ex
hibited at the annual convention 
of the NSTA in New York, April 
1 through 5. 

Single copies of The Cancer 
Story may be requested free of 
charge from the Public H ealth 
Service, Washington, D.C. 20201. 
Copies may be purchased from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Gov
ernment Printing Office, Washing
ton, D.C. 20402, at 25 cents each, 
with a discount on quantities over 
a hundred. 

The wide variety o,f DRS activi
ties can be described under two 
general headings: acth•ities that 
directly support medical research, 
and those thait provide facilities 
and proper environment. 

Direct support to research would 
incl ude fab1·ication of i11struments, 
production of genetically define<.! 

(See DRS ANNIVERSARY, Pape 4) 
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NCI Radio Series 10, 11 
Scheduled April 9, 16 

"Cancer and Man's Environ
ment," the 10th radio program of 
the National Cancer Institute Re
search Report Series, is scheduled 
to be broadcast locally over 
WAMU-FM (88.5 me) Saturday, 
April !J, at 4 :30 p .m. 

NCI scientists wil l explain how 
epidemiological an d statistical 
studies help identify the environ
mental factors, occupational haz
ards and personal habits that may 
lead to development of cance1·. 
They will a lso discuss animal test 
systems used to study suspected 
factors, and methods of extrapo
lating animal data to maTI. 

1 1th Progra m Set 

"Biochemical Research in Can
cer," the 11th program of t he se
ries, is scheduled for the same 
time and station on Saturday, 
April 16. 

Participating scientists will dis
cuss the importance of biochemical 
studies in both basic and applied 
cancer research, reviewing stud
ies of the nucleic acids to deter
mine the underlying mechanism of 
cancer formation, research on how 
cancer-causing agents affect the 
cell, and studies of the mode of 
action and chemical structures of 
anticancer drugs. 

3 Students Train for 
Ministry by CC Visits 

Th1·ee Wesley Theological Sem
inary students are gah1ing experi
ence in spiritual ministry to the ill 
at the N IH Clinical Center. 

William Carter, James E. Taylor 
and Robert Godleski spend each 
Monday afternoon in training ses
sions and seminars with CC chap
lains. They visit patients in com
pany with Chaplain Robert Bruce 
Robey. 

This is the first participation by 
the Clinical Center in a Wesley 
course in clinical pastoral care. 
The training complements othe; 
studies leading to careers as par
ish pastors. 

CC Chaplain Robe rt Bruce Rabey 
(left ) instructs ministe ria l stude nts (I 
ta rl Robe rt Godle ski, William Carte r 
and James E. Taylor on a visit to a 
Clinical Center nursing unit.- Phata 
by Ed Hubbard. 
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Three staff membe rs of the Bacte rial Taxins Section, Laboratory of Bacterial 
Products, DBS, received ca sh awards for special acts or services. The awards 
were presented in recognit ion of their work during a DBS collaborative project 
with Australian Public Health physicians designed to pre vent tetanus of the 
newborn in New Guinea . Dr. Margaret Pittman, Chie f, LBP (second fra m 
right), presented the awards ta (fram left): Norma Duffin, Morion W. Gra
bowski and Donald B, Riggs.- Photo by Thomas Joy. 

NIMH Grantee Produces 
Mental Health Programs 
For TV Viewing in Fall 

How does a sehizoplll'enic appear 
to a normal person? How does the 
woi·ld look thTOugh schizophrenic 
eyes? Why does a modern day 
scientist interpret dreams with all 
the fascination of ,a soothsayer? 

With the help of a grant from 
the National In.stitute of Mental 
Health to National Educational 
Television, answers to these and 
other questions of mental health 
will be seen on non-commercial 
television this fall. 

Will Inform Public 
Filmed in close cooperation with 

the NIMH staff, the two documen
tary programs will acquaint the 
public with the latest mental 
health research and will counte1·
act some common misconceptions 
and distortions. 

The first program, an hour Jong, 
covers current 1·esearch into the 
natu1·e and cause of scruzophrcnia 
and traces pi·ogress made by scien
tists toward overcoming the dis
ease. 

The second progra.m, a 30-minute 
p1·esentation, deals with sleep and 
dream research from which scien
tists are learning more about nor
mal behavior and discovering tech
·tiques with which to combat men
tal illness. 

Both programs will convey 1·eal
ity by filming actual therapy ses
sions rather than posed re-enact
ments. 

Harold Mayer is pi,oducer of the 
programs which will be shown on 
the N.E.T. network of 104 affiliated 
television stations. 

Consultants Will Meet 
To Consider Proposals 
For Artificial Kidneys 

Consultants o.f the National In
stitute of Arthritis and :Metabolic 
Diseases on the avtificial kidney 
recently brought together 19 dis
tinguished physici1ms, laboratory 
scientists, and engineers to review 
applied research and development 
contract proposals in the area of 
artificial kidneys and dialysis. 

They also discussed related 
methods for maintenance of pa
tients in chronic kidney failure and 
additional efforts aimed at the de
velopment of simpler, more effec
tive, and more economical artificial 
kidneys. 

Among the consultants attending 
the meeting were Dr. Lewis W. 
Bluemle Jr. of the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania, Dr·. 
Lyman C. Craig of Rockefeller 
University, and Dr. Edward W. 
Merrill of the Mass.achusetts Insti
tute of Technology. 

NIAMD Represented 
Others present were representa

tives of other Government agencies 
-the Division of Chronic Diseases, 
PHS; Veterans Administration, and 
the Armed Fo1·ces. 

Representing the NIAMD were 
Dr. Benjamin T. Burton, Associate 
Director for Program Analysis and 
Scientific Communication, and 
Chief of the Institute's Artificial 
Kidney-Chronic Uremia Program; 
Dr. Irwin Siegel, Assistant Chief 
of the Progl'am, and William Carr, 
Institute Program Contract Officer. 

DRS ANNIVERSARY 
(Continued from Pape 8) 

rodents and rabbits, library serv
ices, and still and motion picture 
photography. 

Providing facilities and proper 
envir,onment is accomplished by 
such procedures as developing ilu
proved facilities and equipmea;, 
providing engineering liaison in tlie 
design and construction of new 
NIH buildings, mainbaining NI H 
facilities and g1-ounds, and conduct
ing a program of envi ronmental 
services designed to maintain ar.d 
improve the health of NIH patients 
and employees. 

Before DRS was estabiished in 
1956, most of the basic functions of 
the Division w er e scatte1·ed 
throughout several branches at
tached to the Office of the Director, 
NIH, and some of the Institutes. 

To coo1·dinate and control the1;e 
functions in an expan-ding research 
program, NIH rearranged all sup
porting services in 1955. Technical 

DRS designs, develops and fabricates 
nonstandard scientific instrume nts and 
instrumentation systems in its Instru
ment Fabrication Section. NIH scien
t ists, unable to acquire certain instru• 
ments commercially, can order such 
equipment through the Biomedica l 
Engineering a n d Instrumentation 
Bronch.-Photo by Je rry Hecht . 

services were assigned to DRS. 
DRS first consisted of six 

branches when esta])lished in 1956: 
Laboratory Aids, Plant Engineer 
ing, Research Facilities Planning, 
Sanitary Engineering, Biometrics, 
and Scientific Reports. 

Of these, the first three ar e still 
operating. Sanitary engineering 
now comes under Environment;.11 
Services. Biometrics was trans
fen-ed to the National Heart Insti
tute in 1959, and part of Scientific 
Reports was transfen-ed to the 
NIH Office of Research Information 
in 1960 and the remainder reor
ganized as the Medical Arts and 
Photography Branch. 

Several important events in the 
history of DRS happened in 1960. 
NIH acquired 513 acres of farm
land near Poolesville, Md. This land 
is presently the site of the .NIH 
Animal Center, administered by thll 
DRS Laboratow Aids Branch. 

Also, four branches were estab-
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Noted Researchers Meet 
To Discuss Findings on 
Psychoactive Drugs 

Outstandin•g scientists from 26 
countries gathered to discuss new 
findings on drugs which affect the 
brain and behavior at the 1966 
Congress of the Collegium Inter
nationale N euro-Psychopharmaco
logium in Washington, D.C., March 
28-31. 

More than 500 researchers took 
pa1·t in the Congress of the Col
legium which is made up of p1·om
inent biochemists, pharmacologists, 
psychologists an d psychiatrists 
from the world's medical centers. 

Arrangements for the Congress 
were made by a committee headed 
by Dr. Jonathan Cole, Chief, Psy
chopharmacology Service Center, 
National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

Papers were presented by Drs. 
Louis A. Faillace, Stephen Szara 
and Alkinoos Vourlekis of the 
Clinical Neu:rophannacology Re
sea1·ch Center, NIMH, at St. Eliz
abeths Hospital. 

lished: Instrument Engineering 
and Development (now named Bio
medical Engineering and Instru
mentation), the Lib-rary, Medical 
Arts and Photography, and Compu
tation and Data Processing (now 
the Divisi(>n of Computer Research 
and Technology). 

In that same year a development 
prog1·am was formed within the 
RFPB. 

Production of germ-free and 
pabhogen-free animals was started 
in the Laboratory Afds Branch in 
1962. This program was expanded 
to include RIF-free chickens. 

This year the DRS can 1·eflect on 
10 years of J)1•ogress and its sup
port of medical research. 

No modern cafete ria, this, but burras 
at the NIH Animal Ce nter in Pooles
vi lle, Md., e njoy their mealtimes. The 
center is administe red by the DRS 
Laboratory Aids Branch.- Photo by 
Bob Pumphrey. 
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Dr. L. J. Olivier Retires 
After Nearly 20 Years; 
Next Day Joins WHO 

DT. Louis J. Olivier, internation
al authority on schistosomiasis, re
ti red March 31 as Assistant Chief 
of the Laboratory of Parasitic 
Diseases, National Institute of Al

lergy and Infec
tious Diseases. 

The next day he 
assumed a n e w 
post, as Regional 
Adviser i n t h e 
Communicable Dis
eases Branch of 
the Pan American 
Health Organiza
tion (PAHO), Re-

Or. Olivier gional Office for 
the Americas, World Health Or
ganization (WHO). He will con
duct a broad program on parasitic 
diseases for PAHO, emphasizing 
work on schistosonuasis, Chagas' 
Disease and filariasis. 

Dr. Olivier has spent his entire 
career to date in Federal service, 
with almost two decades at N IH 
as a P H S commissioned officer. 

Has Experience 

In recent years he has been a 
member of the WHO Expert Panel 
on Parasitic Diseases and has 
served as consultant to W HO on 
the schistosomiasis problem in 
Iran, I ndia, Brazil, Venezuela, Sur
inam and St. Lucia. 

Dr. Olivie1· conducted brief field 
studies on schistosomiasis in the 
Dominican Republic in 1951 and 
1952, and in July 1962 was as
signed to the W HO for two years 
as leader of th.e Headquarters Bil
harziasis (schistosomfasis) Advis
ory Team based in Geneva, Switz
erland. 

In that post he studied the dis
ease in a number of countries, con
sulted with local authorities and 
assisted the governments in plan
ning research and control pro
grams. 

New Work Vital 

Dr. Olivier has also worked with 
P AHO in the past. He was as
signed to the Instituto Aggeu Ma
galhaes in Recife, Brazil, from 
1952 unti l 1954, to study the biolo
gy and control of the snail inter
mediate host of Schistos01na 1nan
soni, the cause of schistosomiasis 
in the Western Hemisphere. 

Referring to his new job, a post 
created only recently by PAH O, 
Dr. Olivier observed: 

"The American states believe 
parasitic diseases are among their 
most important health problems 
and are anxious to increase efforts 
toward thei1· control. 

"A number of Latin American 
governments have programs for 
study or control of parasitic dis
eases and PAR O will help them 
coordinate and improve t heir pro-
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Dr. Mergenhagen Given 
Basic Research Award 
In Oral Science by IADR 

Dr. StepJ,en E . Mergenhagen, 
Chief of the Immunology Section, 
Laboratory of Microbiology, Na
tional I nstitute of Dental Research, 
received the International Associa
tion for Dental Re
search Award for 
Basic Research in 
Oral Science at a 
recent meeting in 
Miami Beach. 

Dr. Mergenhag
en, a nucrobiolo
gist, was honored 
for his outstanding 
research on host-

t 

't_' 
parasite inte1·ac- Mer9enha9en 
tions in oral infections. He has 
made significant cont1·ibutions to 
knowledge on the pathogenic po
tential of the oral flora, pa1ticu
larly with regard to the action of 
bacterial endotoxins. Recently Dr. 
Mergenhagen's wot k in immunolo
gy established tho heretofore un
suspected antigenic individuality of 
oral bacteria in different persons. 

$ 1,000 Cash P rixe 

The award, which is sponsored 
by the Proctor and Gamble Com
pany, includes a $1,000 cash prize. 
It is presented to a scientist under 
36 years of age in recognition of 
outstancUng contributions to basic 
nsearch in the natural sciences 
related to oral biology. 

grams." 
Dr. Olivier is stationed in Wash

ington, but the job will require 
some travel to other American 
countries. 

He was commissioned in the 
USPHS in 1946 after three years' 
service in the U.S. Army Sanitary 
Corps, assigned. to Malaria Surv·ey 
Units in the Pacific theater. A 
graduate of the University of Mich
igan, he earned his M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
degrees at New York University, 
and was a zoologist in the Bureau 
of Animal Industry, U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture from 1941 un
ti l he entered military service in 
1943. 

Past President of the Helmintho
logical Society of Washington, Dr. 
Olivier was editor of Tropical Med
icine and Hygiene News from 1956 
until 1960. 

U.S. Polio Cases Decline 
Polio Decline : There were 59 

cases of poliomyelitis in the U.S. 
during 1965, the Health Insu1·ance 
Institute said. The total was 
nearly 50 percent lower than in 
1964, when there wer,e 116 cases. 
In 1955, there were 23,8!)5 cases.
The AMA News. 

Publication Reveals Program to Combat 
Rising Tide of Children's Mental Illness 

Efforts to provide better mental health for children are described in a 
new publication titled Mental Health of Children-The Child Program of 
the National Institute of Mental Health. 

The report discusses :NIMH activities designed to provide techniques, 
knowledge and services that can 
help reverse the rising tide of emo
tional disturbance in children and 
enhance the well-being and produc
tivity of all youth. 

Jn describing the Institutc's pro
g1•ams to develop better mental 
health for the Nation's youth, the 
report dr,aws from findings •Of 153 
NIMH-supported investigations. 

The problem of child mental ill
ness is reflected in mental hospital 
admission rates, which are dispro
portionate to the percentage of 
the population constituted by chil
dren. 

Problem Ur9e nt 

For example, the number of boys 
between the ages of 10 and 14 has 
just about doubled since 1950 in the 
genei.,al population; but the num~ 
ber of this ,age group in mental 
hospitals has increased sixfold. 

Projec!fions for the deca.de from 
1963 to 1973 indicate that an il1 -
crease of 15 percent in the 10-14 
age gr,oup is expected in the gen
eral population while the same age 
group is expected to increase by 
116 percent in menta,J hospitals. 
Disproportioll'lllte increases a1·e also 
expected to occur in the 15- to 24-
age b1·acket, the report notes. 

Fw:ther, the report estimates 
that 10 percent of public school 
children in ,the Nation ai-e emo
tiona.ily disturbed and in need of 
psychiatric guidance and at least 
250,000 others have less serious 
disorders requiring psychiatric 
services at mental health clinics 
each year. 

In addition mo-re than 500,000 
children are brought before the 
courts each year as a result of 
anti-social behavio1·. 

'Ilhe report dese1·ibe,s NIMH pro-

James Murray of NIAID 
Dies: at NIH Since '48 

James E. Mur ray, 48, a veteran 
member of the staff of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, died Thursday, March 10, 
at Montgomery General Hospital 
in Sandy Spring, Md. He had been 
a surgical patient there for several 
weeks. 

A laboratory tecru1ician in the 
Cell Biology Section of the Lab
oratory of Biology of Viruses, Mr. 
Murray had been an NIH ~mployee 
for almost 18 years. He joined the 
staff of the National Cancer Insti
tute in 1948, and 2 years later 
transfened to NIAI D. 

Mr. Murray was a native and 
lifelong resident of Gaithersburg, 
Md. He is survived by his wife, 
Melba C. Murray, and four chil
dren. 

grams in the following areas: the 
child in normal environment, early 
help for distm·l;>ed children, and in
tensive care and treatment nece5-
sary for rehabilitation. I t a lso dis
cusses the role of tihe community 
mental heal th center and describes 
programs for training personnel in 
child mental health. 

The report describes findil1gs in 
other areas: family thevapy, edu
cation for emotionally disturbed 
children, social forces in delin
quency, the effect on normal chil
dren of being reared in various 
types of im,titutions, hospitalfaa
bion fot· disturbed children and ado
lescents, treating the families of 
delinquent boys, and evaluating 
community-based treatment for de
linquents. 

Society Plays Role 

The repol't concludes that the 
mental healtih of children hinges on 
the maturity a.nd health of the 
society around them. 

1'he structuxe of the home and 
well-being of <the family , the com
passion of the community, the so
cial conscience and social actiO'll of 
government, all ,are cruciaJ to the 
menrtal heaLth of children. 

Single copies of MentaJ Health 
of Children (PHS Publicaition No. 
1396) are available without charge 
from the P ublic Information Sec
tion, National Institu te of Menta1 
Health, Bethesda, Md. 20014. 

Multiple oopies can be purchased 
from the Superin tendent of Docu
ments, U.S. Government P rinting 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at 
40 cents per copy. 

Or. Ralph S. Lloyd receives his fla9 at 
a recent retireme nt rece ption. Before 
becamin9 the Chief Dental Officer of 
the Public Health Service, Or. Lloyd 
served as Chief af the Dental Depart
ment af the Clinical Center he re. Our
in9 the 9 years he served a t the CC, 
he introduced many innovat ions, con
tributing ta improved research tech
niques.-Phato by Sam Silve rman. 
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FASEB 
(Continued from Page 1) 

eration in Midpassage," will honor 
Dr. Milton 0. Lee, recently retired 
first Executive Director of FA
SEB. 

Speakers will be Dr . K.K. Chen, 
a past Chai1man of the Board, 
" The Federation-Yesterday" ; Dr. 
J.F.A. McManus, Executive Direc
tor, "The Federation-Today and 
Tomorrow" ; and A.C. Cronbie of 
All Souls College, Oxford, Eng
land, "The Future of Biology." 

Dr. Karl H. Beyer Jr. of Merck 
Sharp and Dohme Research Labor
atories, West Point, Pa., w:ill pre
side. 

All Fie lds Covered 
The convention will also include 

27 symposia of invited speakers 
and 56 intersociety sessions on cur
rent fundamental problems of the 
diseases which research biologists 
in all fields are striving to con
quer. 

Displays prepared by the NIH 
Division of Research Grants, Na
tional Institute of Dental Research, 
and National Institute of General 
Medical Sciences will be among 
the 350 industrial and institutional 
exhibits on the Main Arena floor 
and Lower . Level of Convention 
Hall. These will feature instru
me11ts applicable to research in ex
perimental b iology. 
. Exhibits will be open from 8 :30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday, April 12; 
8:45 a .m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 13 thru Friday, April 15, and 
8 :45 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, 
April 16. 

Movies Shown 
Motion pictures on current work 

in the basic medical sciences will 
be shown during several days of · 
the meeting in Room 13, Conven
tion Hall. 

F ASE B's Placement Service 
where teachers and investigators 
seeking positions in the, basic med
ical sciences may be interviewed 
by prospective employees will be 
open Monday, A1ll'il 11 from 1 to 
9 p.m. Interviews for 2,500 aTe 
scheduled to start Tuesday, April 
12, at 2 p.m. 

The F ASEB, formally organized 
in 1912, is compdsed of six So
cieties with closely Telated interest 
in the broad field of the biological 
sciences. The 8,166 members rep
resent a ll impo1:tant educational, 
research and clinical centers 
throughout the United States. The 
membership also includes biological 
scientists from Canada, Mexico and 
46 other countries. Sixty-seven 
FASEB members have been award
ed Nobel prizes. 

Women are now 
disadvantage---since 
learned to travel 
sound.--Washinglon 

at a distinct 
man has 

faster than 
Post. 

A pr il 5, 1966 

Pictured with their supervisors ore 9 employees of the Finoncio l Monogement 
Bronch and 1 from the Division of Compute r Resea rch and Tech nology who 
share d o cosh award of $ 2,300 for saving the Government obout $ 1, 500,0 00 
by establishing a de mond cosh system for grantee institutions. Seoted, from 
left: Mrs. Jeanne E. Pe ttit; John W. Finn, Assistant Chief, FMB, and Mrs. 
Noncy McGinness. Standing, from left: B. J. Sodesky, forme r Chief, FMB, who 
initioted recomme ndation for the oward, now Executive Officer, HIMH; John 
M. Campbell; C. Donald Gall; Jomes H. Bouve t; Andrew J. Koto nios; John J. 
Curry; Richord L. Seggel, Executive Officer, HIH; Charles Miller 11, Chief, 
FMB; He nry J. Juene ma nn, Acting Chief , Computotion ond Doto Processing 
Bro nch, DCRT; Jomes A. Hickey, ond Poul M. Jeffers.- Photo by Ed Hubbard. 

DR. SPECHT 
(Co,,tinurd from Po.oe I) 

t he Office of Inteniational Research 
in l!l62 a s head of the Pacific Of -
flee in Tokyo, Japan. 

Since August of last year, Dr. 
Specht has served as Assistant 
Chief for Scientific Affairs of the 
Office of International Research 
heTe. 

Dr. Specht, who served as Secre
tary of the Washington Academ)' 
of Sciences for a number of years, 
has recently been named P1·eside:1t
Elect of the Academy. He is .:: 
grnduate of Prince ton University 
and holds a Ph.D. in physiol,)?,'f 
f•·cm J:ohns Hopkins University. A 
native of New Yo1·k State, he a:id 
hi~ family now reside at 422!• 
Franklin St., Kensington, Md. 

With the continuing expansion of con
struction ot NIH, the Division of Re
seo rch Service s' Plant Engineering 
Branch is trying to sove os mony trees 
as possib le. The PEB Grounds Main
tenonce ond Londscaping Sect ion 
tronsplonted this 40-foot, 1 S-ton 
Horthern Re d Ook from behind the 
Clinicol Center to the outer borde r of 
the lown to moke woy for extension 
of the CC cafeteria. The estimoted 
volue of this tree is $2, 500.-Photo 
by Thomas Joy. 

Family Doctor Can See 
Pre-Suicide Patterns m 
Adolescent Patients 

That the family physician is the 
strategic adult best equipped to 
identify pre-suicide patterns in 
adolescents was indicated in a re
cent study supported by the Na
tional Institute of :Mental Health. 

Forty-six percent of the young
sters had seen a doctor in the 
months preceding the suicide act. 
The researchers :recommend that 
the doctor study his adolescent pa
tients for these cl ues: trouble with 
parents, with friends, poverty, 
broken romances, and pregnancy. 

The adolescent, when faced with 
hopdess family problems, may re
sort to suicide as the only way out. 
It is the fourth leadi ng cause of 
deat h in the 14-19 year age group. 

50 Adolesce nts Studied 

Fifty adolescents were studied 
intensively by researchers within 
one to two days of attempting sui
cide. The scientists found t hat each 
child was e ntrapped by long-stand
ing family problems not of his 
doing, and which, as a juvenile, he 
was powerless to conect. 

Forty pel'cent of the children had 
11 parent, relative, or close friend 
who had attempted s uicide. Sev
enty-two percent had one or both 
natural parents absent from the 
home, either through divorce, sepa
ration, or death. 

The children with step-parents 
invariably were at war with them. 
In nearly half bhe cases, either the 
child or an immediate family mem
ber had been treated for a serious 
physical ailment or men ta! illness 
in t he past five years. 

Sixteen percent of these children 
had serious problems with a par
ent afllicted wjth alcoholism. Half 
of the young patients came from 
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Dr. Van Scott Lectures 
At Opening of Temple's 
New Cancer Hospital 

Dr. Eugene J. Van Scott, Scien
tific Director for General Labom
tories and Clinics, and Chief of 
the Dermatology Branch, National 
Cancer Institute, delive1·ed the 3rd 
Annua l Harry 
S hay Memorial 
Lecture on March 
16 at the Temple 
University H1::11ltl, 
Sciences Ce n teJ", 
Philadelphia. 

The symposium 
commemorated the 
opening of t he new 
Skin and Cancer 
Hospital of Phil.a- Dr. Von Scott 
delphia, the teaching unit of the 
Center's Depal'tment of Dermatol
ogy_ The Center's Fels Research 
Institute is co-sponsor with the 
Hospital of the Skin Carcinogene
sis Symposium. 

Skin Is Ideal Mode l 

Dr. Van Scott discussed "Skin 
Carcinogenesis as a Laborator y 
and Clinical Model in Cancer Re
search," 1·eviewing the significant 
contributions studies of the skin 
have made to developments in can
cer research. He spoke of the fac
to rs that continue to make the skin 
an ideal model for ca,·cinogcnesis 
studies, pointing out one important 
aspect deserving greater explorn
tion: the apparent t-eversibility of 
some precancerous skin lesions. 

In December Dr. Van Scott re
ceived the fhst James Clark White 
Award of the Association of Mili
tary Surgeons of the U.S. in recog
nition of his leadership in the field 
of de1-matology. (See NIH R ecord, 
Dec. 1, 1965) . 

families with an annual income of 
$3,600 or less. These long-standing 
pPoblems became acute as the child 
e11Jtered adolescence. He either be
came rebellious or withdrew into 
himself, fw·ther widening th e 
breach between him and his parents. 

Many of these children had 
turned to romance as the "last 
chance" for a close relationship 
with anothe1· person. More than 
one-third of the subjects attempted 
suicide following the breakup of 
the romance. 

Twenty-two percent of all t he 
girls who attempted suicide were 
either pregnant or thought they 
were. The other major precipitat
ing factor was a parental quarrel 
in which parent-child relat ionships 
appeared to collapse completely. 

The research was conducted by 
Dr. J oseph D. Teicher, Professor of 
Psychiatry, and J erry J acobs, Re
search Associate, both of the Uni
versity of Southern California 
School of Medicine. F indings were 
reported ait <tJhe Public Health As
sociation's meeting. 
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PHS Scientific Meeting 
On Birth-Related Events 
Features NINDB Talent 

Latest findings relating pl'ob
lems of pregnancy to birth defects 
of the b1·ain and nervous system 
were reported at the Second Scie n
tific Meeting of the Public Health 
Service's Collaborative Perinatal 
Research Project, held 1·ecen tly at 
the Statler Hilton Hotel, Washing
ton, D.C. 

This forum, the Nation's most 
comprehensive study of birth-re
lated events, included mol'e than 
50 papers presented by physicians 
and scientists from the National 
Institute of Neul'ologica l D iseases 
and Blindness and 14 Medical Cen
ters participating in the project. 

Topics covered included charac
terization of women of child bear
ing age who are at risk with 
respect to birth defects; the role 
of specific medical and obstetrical 
complications in producing neuro
logical impairments of chi ldhood; 
early identification of the neuro
logically abnormal child; the study 
of brain lesions, and evaluation of 
the problem of prematurity. 

Gool Reached 

The meeting came at a time 
when the goal of registering 50,-
000 mothers in the project had been 
1·eached. Dr. Heinz Berendes, Chief 
of the Perinatal Research Branch, 
N IN DB, considered the proceedings 
as a progress report on children 
in the study, most of whom are less 
than three years old. The children 
are scheduled to be followed until 
at least age eight. 

"The scope of the Colla bora ti ve 
Project, the detailed data it col
lects at interval examinations, and 
the wealth of scientific talent avail
able to it, has permitted investiga
tion into almost every aspect of 
pregnancy wastage," Dr. Rerendes 
said. 

"Although the findings must be 
viewed as preliminary until dat'l 
analysis is completed, the investi
gations a1·e well worth reporting 
to the medical community at this 
time." 

Approximately 400 obstetricians, 
pediatricians, neurologists, psy
chologists, and representatives of 
other professions from the United 
States and abroad attended. 
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Officials Explain NIH Mission to NNA, 
Stress Public Interest in Health News 

Dr. Stuart M. Sessoms, Deputy Director af NIH, addresses me mbers af the 
National Newspaper Association and NIH officials atte nding the recent in
formation briefing here .-Phota by Thomas Joy. 

Sixty membeTs of the National Newspaper Association, attending the 
5th Govemment Relations Workshop in the Nation's Capital, visited 
NIH on Thursday, March 17, to learn about the functioning of this 
agency. 

In the auditorium of the NIH 
Clinical Center, the 2-hour program Masur, Di1·ector of the Clinical 
featured welcoming remarks by Dr. 
Stuart 1\1. Sessoms, Deputy Direc
t.or of NIH , substituting for Dr . 
James A. Shannon, NIH DirertoT, 
and heaTd the following subjects 
explained by the remaining four 
speakei·s. 

Joseph Murtaugh, Chief of the 
Office of Program Planning, sp-0ke 
on "NIH in Perspective"; Dr. Ja<·k 

, . 
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Dr. Stuart M. Sessoms, Deputy Direc
tor af NIH, welcomes Walter Pulliam, 
Editor of the Harriman (Te nn.) Rec
ord, who presided at the information 
briefing here. The cheerful observer is 
Clifford F. Johnson, Chief af the NIH 
Office af Research Information.
Photo by Thomas Joy. 

Center, explained the operations 
of "The NIH Clinical Facility"; Dr. 
J{.obert Chanock, Chief of the Lab
oratory of Infectious Diseases, 
NIAID, discussed "Two Examples 
of Research (Respiratory Vi
ruses),'' and Dr. Andrew G. Mor
row, Chief of the Surgery Branch 
of the Heart Institute, reported on 
"Cardiovascular Surgery." 

Di·. Morrow screened a film 
showing hea.rt valve surgery and 
introduced a patient who was wear
ing an implanted heart valve. 

In his introductory remarks, Dr. 
Sessoms told the NNA members 
that the NIH shares their interest 
in bringing to the public informa
tion about advances in the health 
field. 

"Any assistance,'' he said, "that 
can be provided by an organization 
such as yours is of the grea.test 
value to NIH, to your readers and 
the Nation." 

Members of the NNA largely 
represent daily newspapel'S pub
lished in t he smaller cities and 
t.owns, and t he weekly papers of 
the suburban and ruTal areas of 
t his country. 

New Hamsters' Musical 'Kiss Me Kate' Is Now in Rehearsal for May 4 
The R&W Hamsters are now 1·e

hearsing for their next show, "Kiss 
Me Kate," Cole Po1·ter's famous 
musical adaptation of Shake
speare's "Taming of the Shrew,'' 
which they will present in the Clin
ical Center aud itorium May 4-7. 

The fiJ·st show will be for CC 
patients on Wednesday, May 4. 
Other performances for N IH em
ployees, their friends and families 
are scheduled May 5-7 at 8 :30 p.m., 

with a matinee Saturday at 2:30. 
Dates and places of tickets on 

sale for $1.50 each will be an
nounced late r. 

Lillian I mbet· (NINDB) and 
Di·. Gerald Shean (NIAMD) play 
leading roles in the musical. Comic 
leads are Janet Teti (NINDB) and 
Dr. Stephen CutTy (NHI ), a re
search Fellow from London. 

Co-producers are F loyd Aber
nathy (DRG) and Delray Green 

(CC); the Director is Lee Lawr
ence (PHS); Choreographer, Ralph 
McCoy (Lab. Dept.) ; in cha1·ge of 
sets, William Etheridge (DRS) . 
The orchestra will be composed of 
NIH employees and other Mont
gomery County amateurs. 

Roth Joyce Richards (PHS), 
R&W President, and Brinson Con
erly (NIMH), Vice President, have 
been actively engaged in prepara
tions for the show. 
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Mitchell Foundation Gets 
PHS Grant for 7-Year 
Heart Research Project 

A new Public Health Service 
grant of $227,753 for heart re
search has been made to the J ames 
.F. Mitchell Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research, Washing
ton, D.C. The · National Advisory 
Heart Council unanimously recom
mended support for the investiga
tions as a 7-year project. 

The grant is for investigations 
into the cause and development of 
hardening of the arteries, underly
ing cause of most heart attacks 
and strokes. Administration of the 
grant will be under the National 
Heart Institute. 

The new studies will be carried 
out by a team headed by Dr. Tage 
Astrup, Director of the Mitchell 
Foundation's Institut e for Medical 
Research. 

Future Holds Promise 

Commenting on the studies, Dr. 
Robert P. Grant, Director of NHI, 
said, "We hope to gain from this 
research by Dr. Astrup and his 
associates an improved understand
ing of the human body's blood 
clotting mechanisms and why and 
how artery walls lost their elQs
ticity a nd thicken or harden." 

Knowledge of clotting mecha
nisms could help lead to powerful 
new weapons, such as clot.-dissolv
ing drugs against blood clot block
ing of arteries, which is frequently 
lethal and causes many thousands 
of deaths each year. Previous NRI 
support helped to establ ish t he in
vestigations and provide bases fo r 
the promising new research op
portunities. 

Dr. Astrup, a native of Denmark 
and now a U.S. citizen, is interna
tionally know for his research and 
is a member of the International 
Committee of Blood Clotting Fac
tors. Most of his work has dealt 
with factors which increase and 
decrease the clotting ability of 
blood, a matter of key importance 
in both hardening of the arteries 
and high blood pressure. 

Health Achieves Balance 

As coordinator of the research 
program, Dr. Astrup postulates 
that in health there is a balance 
between coagulation, which is con
tinuously occurring, and the dissol
ution of blood fibrin through the 
action of enzymes-and that arter
iosclerotic changes a 1·e primarily 
brought about by an excess of co
agulation 01· insufficient decrease 
in clotting ability. 

The activity of this group is ex
pected to stimulate allied research 
in other laboratories both here and 
abroad. Associated with Dr. Astrup 
at the Institute are P ieter Brak
man, M.D., and Uwe Nissen, Ph.D. 
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Regulatory Mechanism in 
Adrenaline Production 
Reveals New Factors 

The regulatory mechanism in 
adrenaline synthesis was deter
mined recently by scientists at the 
National Institute of J\fontal 
Health. Their findings reveal 
that adrenocorticotropic hormone 
(ACTH ) and glucocorticoids regu
late the activity of an adrenaline
forming enzyme. 

Increased adrenaline secretion 
is one important reaction of the 
body to stress. Adrenaline, a hor
mone formed in the medulla or core 
of the adrenal glands, provides an 
"emergency" source of energy by 
causing extra glucose to be re
leased into the blood stream. 

Findin9s Cited 
Although the increase in adrena

line secretion during times of great 
effort or stress is known to be due 
to the action of the nervous system 
on the adrenal glands, little had 
been learned heretofore of the fac• 
tors affecting production of the 
hormone. 

NIMH scientists now have found 
that a hormone , secreted by th,i 
pituitary gland - adrenocortico
tropic hormone (ACTH) - affects 
production of adTenaline. The dis
covery may help explain insulin 
sensitivity, or the inability of pa
tients with pituitary insufficiency 
to restore low blood suga1· levels 
to normal rapidly. 

Previous studies have shown 
that adrenaline is formed when a 
methyl group is transferred from 
an aetive methylating agent b 
noradrenaline. This transfer is 
catalyzed by an enzyme found in 
mammals only in the adrenal 
medulla - phenylethanolamine-N
methyl transferase (PNMT). 

Experiments Conducted 
The N IMH investigations show 

that the activity of PNMT - and 
hence, adrenaline production-de
pends on the availability of gluco
corticoids, hormones produced in 
the outer layers or cortex of the 
adrenal glands. Preliminary ob
servations suggest that the precise 
effect of these hormones--secreted 
upon direction of the pituitary
formed ACTH - is to increase 
PNMT activity by increasing the 
amount of enzyme made. 

H ypophyseetomy-removal of the 
pituitary gland - was found to 
cause a marked reduction in PNMT 
activity in rat adrenals. Daily in
jections of ACTH for six days 
increased enzyme activity, raising 
adrenaline production almost to 
normal. 

The investigators determined 
further that ACTH enhances ad
nnaline synthesis indirectly, by 
regulating the availability of _rrlu
cocorticoids. When hypophysectom
ized rats were given a potent syn-

April 5, 1966 
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Officials from the Conadian Ministry of Health are brie fed on operation of 
the Health Reseorch Focility Constr .. ction Progrom by staff members of the 
Division of Reseorch Facilities and Resources, NIH. The Canadian officials 
requested the briefing after they were voted $500 million to be pro9rommed 
over 1 S years. From left: Or. E. H. Lowsing, Director General, Health Insur
ance Resources, Canadian Ministry of Health; Lawrence Gray, Chief, Con
shuction Section, Architecture and Engineering Office, and William Page, 
Chief, Office of Architecture and Enginee rin9, both DRFR, and Dr. Thomas J. 
Kennedy Jr., Chief of the Division. Also attending the meeting but not in the 
picture were George Peck, Chief, Health Facilities Desi9n, and J. H. Horwicz, 
Deputy Director General, Health ln$urance Resources, both of the Canadian 
Ministry of Health, and Dr. Francis Schme hl, Chief, Health Research Facilities 
Branch, DRFR. 

Study to Seek Advanced Research Instruments 
A raesearch program to apply en

gineering knowledge to problems 
in medicine will be set up at Co
lumbia University under a first 
year grant of $125,324 from the 
National Institute o,f General Med
ical Sciences. 

Funds for the program were 
made available by the Heart Dis
ease, Cancer, and Stroke Amend
ments of 1965, because the expected 
developments in advanced instru
menbabio•n for biomedical and clin
ical research purposes will aid re
search in these th1·ee major dis
e,ase areas. 

Lee Heads Project 
The project bead, Arnold J. S. 

Lee, an engineer with extensive ex
perience in instrumentation devel
opment, will collaborate with mem
bers of the Departments o,f Anes
thesiology, Biochemistry, Pediat
r ics, and Surgery in developing in
strumentation for particular re
search projects. 

thetic glucocorticoid compound, ad-
renaline synthesis returned to 
normal. 

Since the glucoco1·ticoid failed to 
inc1•ease PNMT activity when ad
ministered to rats in which pro
tein synthesis had been artifically 
inhibited the scientists suggest that 
the glucocorticoids stimulate PNM1' 
activity by increasing the amount 
of enzyme protein produced. 

The work was reported by Drs. 
Richard J. Wurtman and Julius 
Axelrod of the NIMH Laboratory 
of Clinical Science in Science. 

Engineering des.ign and pilot 
model production will be carried 
out in special insatt·umentation 
shops and labora:liories. 

Planned p,rojects in which Mr. 
Lee will participate indude studies 
of the metabolic effects of anesthe
t ics in man, bhe uptake and distri
bution of anesthetic agents (espe
cially in infants and children), and 
theTmal influences upon metabolism 
in premature infanits. 

Other Projects Liste d 
Other projects will be concerned 

with the measurement of oxygen 
uptake, the distribution of traoor 
materials, and further refinements 
in the art of measuring and record
ing parameters of interest in shock. 

In addition to collaborative work, 
Mr. Lee will pursue an independent 
research project on developing im
proved meth-Ods for analyzing and 
processing physiologic data using 
a computer. 

University officials point out that 
the instrumentrution center will be 
one of the few instances where a 
bioengineer is able to collaborate 
with his medical colleagues within 
the fmmework of a medical school. 

RABIES THEORIES 
(CnntinttPd from Paqr t) 

natm·al rabies in bhis cotll1'try for 
extensive testing of Dr . Bell's 
theories. Rabies is endemic in Ar
gentina and other South Ame•rican 
countries. 

Dur ing his 6-week ,assignment 
as a member of the Zoonoses Cen
ter staff, which begins April 11, 

THE NIH RECORD 

California Receives Six 
Grants for Community 
Mental Health Centers 

DHEW Secretary J ohn W . Gard
ner recently announced the award 
of six community mental health 
center grants totaling nearly $2.72 
million in California, making it the 
first State to receive more than one 
such grant. 

The 1963 Community Mental 
Health Centers Act, which author
ized a total of $150 million for as
sistance in constructing communi ty 
mental health centers over a 3-year 
period, is designed to help bring a 
wide !'ange of mental health serv
ices into the communities of the 
Nation. 

Federal funds cover one-third of 
the cost of the mental health center 
portion of the proposed construc
tion projects. Under the Cal ifornia 
formula, t he State also pays one
third of the cost and the local 
project pays one-third. 

Eli9ibility Requireme nts 
To be eligible for Federal assist

ance a center must be a part of a 
program providing "at least the es
sential elements of comprehensive 
mental health services." 

These are defined as inpatient 
and outpatient services, partial 
hospital ization, emergency s~,:vices 
24 hours a day, together with con
sultation and education services to 
community agencies and profes
sional personnel. 

In addition, the regulations list 
a complete range of optional serv
ices that include diagnostic, re
habilitative, precare and aftercare 
services, and trai ning, research and 
evaluation. 

The Centers Act is administered 
jointly by the National Institute of 
Mental Health and the Division of 
Hospital and Medical Facilities, 
PHS. 

Dr. Bell will also advise the Pe
ruvian Government on rabies con
trol problems. 

After he retums, the Rocky 
]\fountain Labo1-a.tory will continue 
to give the project scientific sup
port and do followup studies on 
data collected in Argentina. 

Dr. Bell joined the Public Health 
Service in 1946 aud worked at the 
labomtories of NIH until 1950, 
when he was transferred to t he 
Rocky Mountain Laboratory. 

The P,an Ameirican Zoonoses 
Ce!llter was established by PAHO 
for research, training and consul
tation with nattional health minis
tries on control and pre;yention of 
animal diseases that may be t-rans
ntltted to man. 

Twenty-two years ago, on No
vember 11, NIH was given Bureau 
status in the Public Health Service. 


