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NIAID Supports Center 
For Influenza Research 
At Baylor Med. College 

The National Institute of Aller
gy and Illifectious Diseases has es
tablished an influenza research 
center at the Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston. The center 
will serve as a national focus for 
r esearch on many of the p112zling 
questions surrounding influenza. 

Dr. Dorland J. Davis, NIAID 
Director, explained that ",bhe data 
accumulated at Baylor should pro
vide a better understanding of in
fluenza and methods for protecting 
against or controlling outbreaks, 
such as the influenza pandemic 
(world-wide epidemic) forecast for 
the late 1970s." 

The Baylor center, supported in 
the first year by a $463,102 con
tract, will be under the direction 
of Dr. Robert B. Couch. 

Dr. Couch, assisted by a team of 
experienced investigators, will set 
up studies designed to clarify 
pathogenic, epidemiologic, and im
munologic aspects of influenza, 

{See INFLUFJNZA., Page 7) 

Drs. Mitchell, Rifkind 
Named Branch Chiefs 
For Heart Institute 

Drs. Shiela C. Mitchell and Basil 
M. Rifkind have been named 
branch chiefs in the National Heart 
and Lung InstiJtute's Division of 
Heart and Vascular Diseases. 

As Atherogenesis Branch chief, 
Dr. Mitchell will plan and admin
ister NHLI support programs con
cerned with factors in people or in 
their envimnment that increase 
susceptibiliity to the premature de
velopment of arteriosclerosis. 

This ,artery-clogging blood vessel 
disease, almost ubiquitous among 
American adults, is responsible for 
heart attacks, strokes, and other 
crippling or lethal manifestations 
of cardiovascular disease. 

Dr. Mitchell has seJ.-ved as as
sistant to the NHLI Director since 
1968 involved primarily with col
laborative studies, targeted re
search, and training activities in 
congerutal and rheumatic heart 
disease. 

She received her M.D. degree 
from the University of Toronto. 

(See BRANCH CHIEFS, Page 6) 

1st Nat' I Sickle Cell Disease Symposium 
Covers Diagnosis, Treatment, Results 

Late in June, more than 725 physicians and scientists gathered at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel to attend the First National Symposium on 
Sickle Cell Disease sponsored by the National Heart and Lung Institute. 

By far the largest symposium ever held on the subject, over 60 major 

Or. Jackson (I) and Or. Castle confer 
in front of the NHLI educational e x
hibit before atte nding an afternoon 
clinical session . 

medical centers from the United 
States, England, Israel, Italy, and 
Ghana were represented. 

The opening plenary session was 
devoted to papers describing re
cent work on potential methods of 
therapy. The value of new drugs, 
such as sodium cyanate, was dis
cussed as well as the possible side 
effec.-ts of these recently developed 
modes of treatment. 

Other impoiitant clinical aspects 
of SOD, including diagnosis and 
treatment of complications, were 
reported on at subsequent plenary 
sessions. 

The three plenary sessions were 
also concerned with recent discov
eries concerning the molecular and 
cellular basis of medical problems 
associated with sickle hemoglobin. 

These studies are opening up a 
(Continued on Page 6) 

Perinatal Research Center Called Facility 
For Incisive Observation, Scholarly Study 

[ 

Or, Edwards (I), Secretary Weinbe rger, a nd Or. Charles U. Lowe, NICHO scien
t itic director, set out for a tour of the new center. In his speech, Mr. Wein
berger said the studies to toke place there will hove " incalculable irnpoct on 
millions of wamen who will never see the center," 

In dedicating the National Institute of Child Health and Human Devel
opment's new Reproductive and Perinatal Biology Research Facility, 
Caspar W. Weinberger, HEW Secretary, termed the center a site for 
"incisive observation and scholarly 
study." 

The dedication ceremony, which 
took place o,n Monday, July 1, in 
the Masur Auditorium, was attend
ed by Dr. Charles Edwards, HEW 
Assistant Secretary for Health, and 
other HEW officials. Dr. Robert S. 
Stone, NIH Director, intr<,duced 
Sec'y Weinberger to the audience 
which also included NIH directors 
and their staff, and other NIH em
ployees. 

Future Studies Noted 

Mr. Weinberger said that be
cause of its research, the NICHD 
facility will have "incalculable im
pact on millions of women who will 
never see the center." 

The Secretary noted that the 
new center plans to concentrate on 
such areas of research as normal 
processes in labor and the preven
tion of premature birth. 

A major priority, he said, will 
be to improve the health status 
of young children and identify 
"ways to bring our children into 
the world with the best possible 

(Sec PF!R[.VA.TA.L, Pane 4) 

Report on 'Heart Attack' 
To Appear on TV July 21 

A one-hour special NBC-TV 
report, entitled "Heart Attack: 
What Are Your Odds?" will 
be shown on Channel 4 next 
Sunday, July 21, at 10 p.m. 

The show is a consolidation 
of segments aired on the "To
day" show earlier this month. 

The original five-part pro
gram surveyed heart and vas
cular diseases. It included an 
interview with Dr. Imbert I. 
Levy, director of the National 
Heart and Lung Institut.e's Di
vision of Heart and Vascular 
Diseases, on elevated blood 
lipids and heart disease. 

It also included presenta
tions from NHLI-supported 
clinical intervention trials that 
are assessing the effectiveness 
of measures to reduce eleva
ted blood lipids, high blood 
pressure, and cigarette smok
ing in preventing heart at
tacks. 
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Former Research Grants 
Exec. Secretary Dies 

Dr. Harold Friedlander, 61, a 
microbiologist and former execu
tive secretary of the Dental Study 
Section, Division of Research 
Grants, died June 22 of a heart 
attack. 

Dr . .Friedlander had retired in 
F ebruary 1972 and had devoted 
most of his •time since to painting. 

He joined DRG in 1962 as a sci
entist administrator in the Re
search Grants Review Branch. 

He is survived by his wife, Flora, 
and a son, Carl, of the home; two 
daughters, June, Rockville, and 
Sue Kravitz, Gaithersburg, and a 
brother, Bernard, a sister, Gertrude 
Wugman, and mother, Celia, all 
of New York. 

Dr. John M. Van Buren, chief, 
HINDS Surgicol Neurology Bronch , 
hos been e lected president of the 
American Society of Ste reotaxic ond 
Functionol Neurosurgery ot the recent 
meeting of the America,. Association 
of Me11rolo9ical Sur~eon~ in St. Louis. 

Employee Health Services 
Contract Effective Aug. 5 

NIH employee health serv-
ices will be provided under 
contract with National Health 
Services, Inc., effective Aug. 5. 

No changes will be made in 
types of services, health unit 
hours, or locations of service 
units. 

Dr. John M. Lynch, former 
EHS chief, will be project offi
cer for the contract. 

The . decision to oontract 
health services was made fol
lowing a detailed study. 

NIH Sailing Cl'ub to Hold 
Picnic Near Annapotis 

The NIH Sailing Association 
will hold its annual picnic at Trux
ton Park (near Annapolis), Md., 
on July 21. 

The annual event is open to all 
NIH employees--admission is $2 
for adults, $1 for youths 10-17, and 
children under 10 admitted free. 

Drinks and chips are included in 
the cost-bring your own food. 

Sponsor-ed by R& W, the 150-
member club meets the last Thurs
day of each month. 

Four Flying Scots, moored at 
Back Creek Marina, Annapolis, are 
available for daily charter by club 
members. 

In addi,tion to chartering, the 
club offers many phases of sailing 
instruction and other programs. 

For more information a'bout tihe 
club call the R&W activities desk, 
Bldg. 31, Room 1A18, E.Kt. 66061. 

To register for the picnic, call or 
write Larry Bisnett, Westwood 
Bldg., Room 1A16, E;..'t, 6781)4. 

Two Centuries of Federal Service! Not in the Realm 
Of Poss'ibility? O'h Yes It ls-for 6 NIAID 'Emp1'oyees 

THE WORLD IS THEIR OYSTER. Four of the retired employees pore over a 
world atlos ond discuss plons about where they're going and what they're going 
to do once they get there. Othe r plons include cu ltivoting gordens ond storting 
new coreers. L to r: Mr. Moon, Mr. Word, Mrs. Suddeth, ond Dr. Gross. 

Imagine almost two centuries of 
Federal service! Impossible? Not 
for six National fostitute of Aller
gy and Infectious Diseases' employ
ees who had a combined service of 
190 years when they retired on 
June 30. 

The employees are: Dr. Noel H. 
Gros,s, scientist administrator with 
the Im.titute's Extrnmural Pro
grams, retired after nearly 28 
yeal'S of Federal .service. As spe
cial assistant for training pro
grams, he had been responsible 
fo1· the formulation of policy in 
the review and analysis of research 
training grants and fellowships. 

Recently, he received a Superior 
Service Award for his efficient ad
ministration of the program. 

Dr. Gross joined NIAID in 19.39 
as braining officer. He also served 
as assistant to the chief, assistan;t 
chief, and chief of the Bacteriology 
and Mycology Branch, all in Ex
tranmral Pr-0grams. 

Before coming to NIH, he had 
worked at Fort Detrick as chief of 
the agent control br.anch and the 
technical information division. 
Earlier, Dr. Gross had been on the 
faculties of Oregon State College 
and Iowa State College. 

Tells Retirement Plans 

His re.tirement plans include ex
panding and cultivating his orchid 
collection and traveling to the West 
Coast and Australia. 

Carmen G. Leonard, a biochemist 
in NIAID's Laboratory of Micr,>
biology since 1965, retired after 
27 years of service. 

Before coming to the Institute, 
she did r esearch on 'bacterial bio
chemistry and genetics at Fort 
Detrick for 18 years. Her work at 
NIAID focused on streptococcal 
genetics, and sh e re<.-ently received 

a Superior Service Award for her 
studies demonstra.tin.g the trans
duction of Group A sta,eptocoeci 
which provided a genetic basis for 
clinical and epidemiologic varia
tion in streptococcal disease. 

Mrs. Leonard, who had served 
on the NIAID-EEO Advisory Com
mittee for the last year and a half, 
said that she felt "SJhe was a liv
ing example of the opportunity 
that exists in the Institute for wo
men, both ptofessional and non
professional." 

Will Continue Co reer 

She plans to continue her career 
"in fields m()ll'C directly related to 
people, perhaps in environmental 
or ener,gy research." 

William J. Moon, NIAID's per
sonnel officer for 16 years, rntired 
after more than 30 years of Fed
eral service. 

A native of the Hoosier State, 
Mr. Moon attended Butler Univer
sity and Indiana University. Be
fore coming to NIH in 1956 he had 
held administrative positions at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

He is noted for his ability in 
"t:mining some of the top manage
ment people at NIH" and his in
terest in fostering upward mobil
ity opportunities for NIAID em
ployees. 

Mr. Moon wa,s especially inter
est.ed in furthering the educational 
training of animal cm-etakers so 
that they might qualify for posi
t ions as laboratory aids and lab
oratory technicians. 

Now, he plans to devote a great 
deal of time on two of his hobbies 
-golfing and vegetable gardening. 

At his retirement luncheon, his 
gifts included mostly golfing equip
ment and a gift certificate for 

( Sec TWO OEN1'URTFJ,<;, Pape 5) 
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Dr. J. B. Block Retires; 
Accepts Two Important 
Posts on West Coast 

Dr. Jerome B. Block, associate 
director of the Clinical Center since 
1970, has been appointed head of 
the division of oncology at Harbor 
General Hospital in Los Angeles 

Or. Block 

and professor of 
medicine at th e 
University of Cal
ifornia, Los Ange
les. He will start 
his new assign
ments in August. 

Dr. Block came 
to NIH in 1960, 
a n d served with 
the National Can
cer Institute, first 

as a clinical associate and then as 
senior investigator in the Medicine 
Branch. 

r n 1966, after spending a year 
studying membrane biophysics at 
the Weizmann Institute of Science 
in Israel, Dr. Block was named 
chief of NCI's Cancer Research 
Center in Baltimore where he 
served until his CC appointment. 

During his tenure at CC, Dr. 
Block has worked closely with the 
administmtive staff of the Insti
tutes in charting and developing 
clinical and research programs. 

He has been coordinator of the 
Clinical Electives Program for 
Medical Students and Physicians' 
Assistants, served for severnl 
months as acting chief of the CC 
Clinical Pathology Dep,artment, 
and was president of the Clinical 
Center Alumni Association. 

Dr. Block, a clinical associate 
professor of medicine at George
town University, also lec..-tured on 
pharmacology at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. 

He is the author and co-author 
of 60 scientific papers in the field 
of cancer research. In 1964 he was 
co-recipient of the Hans Karger 
Memorial International Prize for 
biochemistry research in leukemia. 

Applications Accepted for FAES 
Graduate Program Fall Semester 

Cabalogs for the Foundation for 
Admnced Education in the Scien
ces' Graduate Program fall semes
ter are now available. 

Seventy-four courses - both 
graduate and undergraduate-are 
offered on the NIH campus in eve
ning sessions. 

Classes begin Sept. 16. Register 
by mail through Aug. 23, or in 
person Sept. 5-ll. 

Tuition is $22 per semester hour 
- courses may be taken for credit 
or audit. Students seeking Govern
ment assistance should apply im
mediately to their administrative 
office. 

Catalogs may be obtained from 
FABS, OC, Room B'l.L-101, Ext. 
652'73. 
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Rita Orr's Door Is Wide Open; She 
lends a listening Ear to All Who Enter 

Rita Orr has a penchant for making new employees at the National 
Library of Medicine feel welcome, especially summer employees and 
those in NIH's stay-in-school program. 

Mrs. Orr is NLM's senior personnel management specialist. She has 
been assisting Robert 
Cross who had been the 
personnel officer there. 
Mr. Cross recently left 
NLM for the U.S. De
partment of Agricul
ture. 

Both are staunch ad
vocates of EEO, NIH's 
summer e m ployment 
policy, and the stay-in
school program. Mrs. 
Orr explained the work 
of NLM's personnel of
fice by saying, ''We do 
everything to bring 
people on board an d 
then we do everything 
to provide the person
nel services for the em
ployees. 

"Personnel is a two
pro n g e d endeavor. 
You're working for 
management and you're 
working for th e em
ployees." 

Mrs. Orr described personnel work and the EEO 
program as "very much of a meshed kind of 
thing." She a lso said " it's logical to place young 
pe ople ... where they can be trained to acquire 
skills." 

Mrs. Orr handles both sides with 
t he finesse of a diplomat plus an 
abundance of kindness and under
standing. That's one reason why 
she was the recent recipient of the 
NIH EEO awa1·d whicili she receiv
ed from Dr. Rolbert S. Stone, NIH 
Director, at an Awards Assembly 
in the Masur Auditorium. 

Explains Award 

She explained the award was 
ba.sed on her work ,vith supervi
sors and institutions in helping to 
foster employment for young peo
ple. 

She also added, "that mvard was 
given to me, but in fact, it should 
have been given to many, many 
people. We have excellent super
visors here who a.re more than 
willing to hire and train young 
people." 

Mrs. Orr enumeraited the work 
areas at NLM headed by under
standing supervisors who are re
ceptive to the idea of hiring quali
fied young people for summer or 
longer periods. 

She mentioned office work, train
ing as library aiides, and operating 
photo duplication equipment. 

"It's a logical thing," Mrs. Orr 
explained, "to place young peo,ple 
in support roles where they can be 
trained to acquire skills. 

"We have a large number of 
young people in the stay-in-school 
program. They work 16 hours a 
week during the school year to 
full-time during the vaca,tion pe
riod. 

"We have young people who 
come here when they first enter 

college and stay here the whole 4 
years. Some young poople who 
have been summer employees are 
now in gradnute school studying 
to ,be librarians. 

"I can think of at least six young 
people whose interest in library 
work was reinforced by working 
here." 

In 1972, Mrs. Orr won NLM's 
EEO Award and she considers per
sonnel work and EEO "very much 
of a meshed kind of thing." 

"Personnel, if it's done properly, 
has EEO as a basic part of its con
cept. We do have an open door 
policy here. The students feel free 
to come here and talk a;bout their 
problems. 

"And we encourage them to also 
go to their supervisors and talk 
over their problems. As for our 
regular staff, they welcome an ex
tra pair of hands, they welcome 
the young people." 

:Mrs. Orr, originally fr.om Kan
sas, talked about her own s.tudent 
days. 

"I went to a small Catholic col
lege called Mount Saint Scholastic 
- she was the sis,ter of Saint Bene
dict who started the Benedictine 
Order. The brother school, Saint 
Benedict, was within a few blocks 
of my school." 

Her career in personnel work 
started soon after graduation. She 
became secretary to the personnel 
officer of the Civil Service Commis
sion. Later, she was accepted in 
CSC's intern training program. 

From then on it was one step 
up after another. After completing 

( See Rl1'A ORR, Page 7) 
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Bond Drive Campaign 
Successful; Employees 
Increase Particiation 

At the conclusion of this year's 
Savings Bond Campaign, NIH em
ployees had increased their parti
cipation from 29.7 percent in 1973 
to 31.9 percent for 1974. The in
crease represents •an additional 
252 new purchasers, bringing the 
total to 3,696 bond buyers. 

That figure may be deceiving 
~cording to Dr. Carl Kupfer, NEi 
Director and NIH Bond Drive 
chairman. 

Dr. Kupfer pointed out "I n ad
dition to the 252 new p~rchasers 
of bonds, we had over 130 people 
at NIH who increased their allot
ments :for bonds during the recent 
campaign. That gives us a grand 
total of nearly 400 NIH partici
pants in this year's drive." 

He went on to explain that there 
are a lso a number of people who 
are still planning to purchase Sav
ings Bonds, but want to do so in 
their children's names. 

"For the first time, these par
ents must have a Social Security 
number for their children be:fore 
bonds can actually be issued in 
their names. Once these parents 
receive the Social Security cards 
they are planning to purchas~ 
bonds," Dr. Kupfer said. 

He also menitioned that the late 
arrival of materials for the drive 
set NIH back in iits campaign ef
forts. 

"However," Dr. Kupfer said "I 
think it should be emphasized that 
overall, the NIH staff made a con
certed effort to participate in the 
drive. The canvassers did an ad
mimble job of contacting employ
ees, and we should all be proud 
of them." 

The Bond drive, which began 
May 1, officially concluded June 14. 
The total Federal campaign was 
consider ed q_uite successful, with a 
20 percent mcrease of sales over 
the previous year. 

Ralph Flahe rty (r), Office of Con
tracts and Grants/ OD, is congrotulat
ed upon his election as president of 
the Montgomery-Prince George's 
Chapter of the Federal Government 
Accountants Association for 197 4-7 5 
by Joseph Modafferi, outgoing presi
dent. 
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PERINATAL 
(Continuea from Paqe 1) 

start." 
He told about a meeting to be 

held next month in Bucharest 
,vhich he, NIH scientists arnd othe; 
REW officials will attend. The in
ternational conference will concen
trate on reproductive biology re
seai·ch programs. 

Again, specifically referring to 
studies ,i.t NIH, Mr. Weinberger 
pointed out that scientists here 
must enjoy a certain autonomy in 
order to carry out their vital re
seaJ.'Ch. 

He further proposed a panel
"a prestigious study group"- to ns
sess the needs of such considera
tions as defining the place of bio
medicaJ re5earch, assessing its 
needs, and analyzing its financial 
resources. 

He descr-ibed the role of research 
as "a mountaineer toiling .. . to 
the summit only to find out it is 
a plateau." 

~fr. Weinberger went on to ex
plain that it was an "American 
trait" for a resear cher to be "glad 
to find out it is only a plateau 
starting out to new heights." 

These new heights, he said, are 

Secretory Weinberger unve ils the 
ploque commemorating the dedica
tion ceremonies. lt reads in port: To 
Promote The Health of Mothers and 
Infants Through Biomedical Re
search. Dr. Stone introduced the HEW 
Secreto ry to the audience. 

clearly visible in this NICHD re
search center, wiibh new heights yet 
to be repo1ted and scaled. 

Toward the end of his dedica
tory speech, Mr. Weinberger spoke 
of the "reverence and ·admiration 
NIH is spoken of all over the 
world." 

He quoted the late Stewart Al
sop, the journalist ,v,ho had been 
a pa,tient at the Clinical ~nter. 
In his book, Stay of Execution, 
~- Alsop had written " .. . I owe 
a lot to NIH and to the people who 
inhabit the place. 

" ... I owe NIH my life which 
NIH has saved or at least pro
longed repeatedly." 

Secretary Weinberger said that 
because of the NICHD center, 
people will owe a "lot more" to 
NIH and the people who work 
there. 
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Ervin Liljegren Retires After 33 Years; 
NIAMDD's 'Master of the Three M's' 

Ervin Liljegren, N lAMDD's "master of the three m's," has retired 
after 33 years of service to NIH. 

Administrat ive officer for Intramural Research of the National Insti
tu~e _of Arthritis, Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases, Mr. Liljegren has 
sk1!Uully managed that program's 
"manpower, money and material's" 
since 1955. 

His multifaceted AO position, 
with each aspect demanding his 
undivided attention, provided the 
perfect match for this man for all 
seasons. 

Chemist, actor, administrator, 
community and church worker, all 
reflect Mr. Liljegren's chief inter
est-people. It was this interest 
which brought him out of the lab
oratory after 15 years as a chem
ist and into administration. 

" I guess you could call the deci
sion to leave the laboratory the 
turning point in my career," he 
said. "I'm m uch more interested in 
being where bhe people are." 

Not only interested, but effective 
as well. Mr. Liljegren's experience 
on the research side of the coin 
afforded him .a first-hand under
standing of the needs of NIAM
DD's scientinc staff. 

A former track star at the Uni
versity of Minnesota, he has al
ways managed to stay one step 
ahead of personnel position ceil
ings, pinched budgets, and the con
stant pleas for more space and 
equipment. 

His background in research com
bined with a degree in business 
administration and excellent rap
port with investiigators have ren
dered Mr: Liljegren a highly effec
tive and respected administrative 
officer. 

These talents have not gone un
recognized. After a 2-week vaca
tion in his home state of Minne
sota, Mr. L.i-ljegren will become the 
first administrative officer for the 
NationaJ Academy of Sciences' 
newly for med Assembly of Life 
Sciences. 

MT. Liljegren came to NIH in 
1941 as a laboratory assistant in 
the now defunct Division of Indus
trial Hygiene. 

At that time, he recalls, NIH 
was comprised of 500 people in six 
buildings, a mimeographed tele
phone directory I and a softball field 
where the Clinical Centex· now 
stands. 

The recollections have earned 
him charter membership in the Old 
Timers Club, the minimum require
ment of which is at least 15 years 
wt NIH. 

Life at NIH during the years of 

Mr. Liljegren hos served as president 
of the Rockville Lions Club ond now 
sits on several of the organization's 
committees. 

growth and eiq:>ansion Jent itself 
to one-act lampoons of the same 
name. Performed by the Hamsters 
- Bethesda's answer to Broadway 
- the spoofs highlig-hted the hu-
merous aspects of living and work
ing in the Federal research com
munity. 

A former lla,msters president, 
Mr. Liljegren would like to see the 
"Life at N1H" script.s revitalized 
and performed again to provide 
comic relief from the often pr!!s
sured present-day routine. 

A native of Parkers Prairie 
Minn., Mr. Liljegren received hi~ 
B.A. degr ee in business adminis
tration from the University of 
Minnesota in 1940. 

He came to Washington as a 
sbatistician with the Bureau of the 
Cens·us, and one year later t rans
ferred to NIH to the then Indus-
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Agency Representatives 
Attend NICHD Meeting 
On Child Abuse, Neglect 

A recent conference sponsored 
by the National Institute of Child 
Health and H11man Development 
brought together Govemment and 
non-Feder al scientists and admini
strators to discuss topics on child 
abuse and neglect. 

Federal agencies represented at 
the meeting included the Office of 
Child Development, Social and Re
habilitation Services, the National 
lnSJtitute of Mental Health, the 
Maternal and Child Health Serv
ices, and the Office of Education. 

Subjects discussed at the 2-day 
conference included: a follow
up study of injured, neglected, and 
sexually molested children; early 
intervention programs in Boston 
for neglected and abused children· 
clinical research in psychosociai 
dwarfism at Johns Hopkins, and 
the Nova Scotia study of child 
abuse. 

Conference proceedings will be 
published. 

trial Hygiene Laboratory. 
I n 1949 he completed the require

ments for a B,S. degree in chemi
cal engineering at George Wash
ington University. 

A man of diversified interests, 
Mr. Liljegren has participated in a 
variety of Recreation and Welfare 
Association activities ranging from 
dance committee chairman to pres
ident to management consultant. 
He is also a two-term past presi
dent of the Credit Union and 
served on its board for 6 years. 

I nvolved for many years in civic 
affairs, Mr. Lilje.gren is a fo1mer 
officer of his community's Citizens' 
Association. 

In addition to his civic interests 
he is actively involved in a va1·iet; 
of church functions. 

Mr. Liljegren was honored by 
friends and colleagues at a party 
June 26. 

After his speech, the HEW Sec
retary unveiled the plaque com
memorating the dedication of the 
new Perinatal Research ~n,ter. 
The plaque will be placed in the 
corridor on the 10th floor just out
side the nu.rsery. 

FEELING TRAPPED?-Wanda Kollmorgen tempts "The Trap," her sculpture 
that won second prize at the 16th Annual Art Show now on display in the 
Clinical Cente r lobby through July 19th. 
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SCD SYMPOSIUM COVERS TREATMENT, RESULTS 

During a plenary session break, Dr. He rcules CIJ, Dr. Jackson, Secretary We in
berger, Dr. Stone, and Dr. Ringle r find o few moments to evaluate the sym
posium's progres.s. 

TWO CENTURIES 
(Oo11tin11CII Jro111 />age 2) 

choosing additional golf accesso
ries. 

Joseph Schachter, M:atistician in 
the Office of the Director, NlAID, 
since 1970, retired after 35 years 
with the Federal Government. Mr. 
Schachter has covered many phases 
of statistical analysis and demo
graphy. For the past 4 years he 
had worked on the development 
and analysis of epidemiological 
data on allergic and infectious dis
eases. 

Mr. Schachter began his career 
with the Federal Security Agency 
and in 1949, moved ,to the National 
Office of Vital Statistic.-s where he 
later served as chief of the Natal
ity Analysis Branch. In 1962 he 
came to NIH as chief statistician 
for the National Diet-Heart Study 
in the National Heart Institute. 

Clinton S. Smith, biologist, 1·e
tir ed afte1· nearly 35 years of 
Fedeval service. Since 1961, )1r. 
Smith had been assigned to the 
primate malaria unit of the Lab
oratory of P,a1rasitic Diseases in 
Chamblee, Ga. 

fn 1954 Mr. Smith assisted in a 
schistosomiasi:s (bilharzia.sis) con
trol p1,oject in Cairo sponsored 
jointly by Egypt and the U.S. to 
determine whether the snail that 
is t;he intermediate host in this 
disease could be controlled by 
chemical means. 

Mary I. Suddeth has completed 
30 years of service with NIH, 14 
of them as a biologieal laboratory 
technician for the Laboa·atory of 
Infectious Diseases. 

Mrs. Suddeth is looking forward 
to doing some gardening at her 
home near Olney, and expecls to 
have ,time to become more active 
in the lodge activities she enjoys. 

Stanley B. Ward, biological lab
oratory technician with the Lab
oratiory of Clinical Investigaitions, 
retired -after 35 years at NIH. 

Mr. Waa:-d has devised several 
laboratory techniques, among them 

( Con ti1111Cfl from Pone 1) 

new understanding of SCD and 
may provide the basis for other 
therapeutic approaches. 

Two afternoons of the sympo
sium were devoted to simultaneous 
technical sessions covering t he mo
lecular, cellular, and clinical as
pects of the disorder. 

Ip all, more than 100 papers were 
presented, representing the re
search of several hundred physi
cians and scientists throughout the 
world on the disease's physiolog
ical, biological, and even psycho
logical effects. 

Some important results which 
were reported included a new un
derstanding of the gel structure of 
sickle hemoglobin, changes in the 
structure of the red blood cell 
which cause tissue injury, and the 
supportive treatment of the indivi
dual patient in sickle cell crisis. 

The symposium was opened ,vith 
short addresses by Caspar W. 
Weinberger, HEW Secretary; Dr. 
John I. Hercules, symposium chair
man; Dr. Rudolph E. J ackson, pro
gram coordinator, National Sickle 
Cell Disease P1·ogram; Dr. Robert 
S. Stone, NIH Director, and Dr. 
Robert L. Ringler, NHLT Acting 
Director. 

Dr. William B. Castle, professor 
emeritus a t Harvard Medical 
School, delivered the keynote ad
d!'ess entitled, From Man to Mole
cule and Back to Mankind. 

Symposium proceedings will be 
made available at a later date, a:!
cording to the NHLI Public In
quiries and Reports Branch. 

a sensitive method for detecting 
keyhold limpet hemocyanine anti
gen for studies on immune res,pon
siveness by employing bentonite
coated particles of K.LH. 

He has also worked on the 
NIAJD study of "grey" collies 
afflicted with an inherited blood 
disorder similar to the cyclic neu
tropenia of humans. Now, he plans 
to complete studies in accounting 
which were intenupted when he 
began working for NI H. 

NIDR Awards Grant 
To Study Acupuncture 

Acupuncture and its relation to 
pain control in dentistry will be 
evaluated by a team of scientists 
through a grant from the National 
[nstitute of Dental Research. 

Headed by Dr. Gene M. Smith, 
a psychologist at the Anesthesia 
Laboratory of the Harvard Med
ical School at Massachusetts Gen
eritl Hospital, the investigators 
will receive $158,000 for the first 
2 years of a 3-year study. 

With the aid of volunteers, they 
will compare pain control from 
acupuncture ,vith traditional anal
gesics and anesthetics during var
ious dental procedures, and during 
experimentally induced p.ain. 

The scientists will s tudy how 
s usceptible males or females and 
certain age or racial groups are 
to acupuncture, and whether suc
cess varies among the participating 
acupuncturists. 

If some acupuncturists obtain 
better results than other s, their 
techniques and approaches will be 
studied more closely. 

Dental procedures offe1· an al
most ideal situation for. testing 
acupuncture. The amount of pain 
created varies with the method uti
lized. 

Also, they have an advantage 
in study design because a different 
procedure can be performed on 
each side of the mouth. 

Thus, patients can serve as their 
own controls- an important con
sideration since people differ great
ly in the ability to tolerate pain. 
In this way, different pain relievers 
can be accurately compared. 

Dr. J. H. Tjio, an NIAMDD research 
biologist, was presented an honorary 
doctor of medicine degree by Univer
sity Claude Bernard, Lyon, France, 
last month. He has made signifi
cant contributions in the fie ld of cell 
genetics and is especia lly we ll known 
for work on human chromosomes for 
which he was give n the Joseph P. 
Kennedy Foundation international 
award in 1963. 
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5 Institutes Take Part 
In Institutional Research 
Fellowship Awards Prog. 

Five Institutes-the National 
Cancer Institute, t he National 
Heart and Lung Institute, t he Na
t io1tal Institute of General Medical 
Sciences, the National Institute of 
Dental Research, and the National 
Institute of Allergy and I nfectious 
Diseases-will participate in the 
Institutional Research Fellowship 
Awards progi,am. 

The awards will enable domestic, 
private or public, nonprofit organ
izations to develop research train
ing oppor t unities for career indi
viduals in specific shortage areas 
in the biomedical and health-related 
sciences. 

Recipient institutions must have 
staff and facilities suitable for pro
viding the proposed r esearch train
ing, and have a preceptor who will 
select and appoint fellows and di
red their training. 

Appointees must have a docto1·
ate and must be United States citi
zens, noncitizen nationals, or have 
been lawfully admitted to the U.S. 
for permanent residence at tlic 
time of af)pOintmenl. 

(Noncitizen nationals are per
sons born in lands which are not 
States, but are under U.S. sov
ereignty, jurisdiction, or admini
stration, e.g., American Samoa.) 
Individuals on tempotiary visas 
ure not e/i9il>le. 

Tra.ining suppoo-t may not be 
used for clinical training. 

Support is given for a maximum 
of 3 year s. Award stipends range 
from $10,000 to $13,200, according 
to experience when accepted, in
creasing by annual increments of 
$400 through the third year of sup
port. 

Application deadline is Sept. 15, 
1974---announcements will be made 
in March 1975. 

Application forms may be ob
tained from the Grants I nquir ies 
Section, Division of Research 
Grants, NIH, Bethesda, Md. 20014. 

Dr. Louis Wasserman Appointed 
Chairman of Advisory Committee 

Dr. Louis R. Wassem1an, distin
guished service professor at the 
)fount Sina i School of Medicine, 
has been appointed chairma n of the 
National Cancer Institute's Cancer 
Treatment Advisory Committee. 

The committee provides the NCI 
Director and the director, Division 
of Cancer Trieatment, NCI, with 
scientific advice on the treatment 
progr am's progress and the direc
tions it should follow, as well ;is 
on progr,a.m areas proposed for 
contract support. 

Dr. Wasserman succeeds Dr. 
Gertrude B. Elion, head of Ex;peri
mental Therapy at the Wellcome 
Research Laboratori~, who had 
completed her term. 
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NCI Awards Contract 
To Monitor Employees 
Of Tex. Asbestos Plant 

A contract to monitor 878 for
mer Tyler, Texas, asbeSJto·s work
ers who are at excess risk of de
veloping lung cancer and other as
bestos-related diseases has been 
awarded by the National Cancer 
Institute. 

T,1ey are all former employees 
of an asbestos plant in Tyler which 
operated from 1954 to 1972. 

Th e Texas Chest Foundation/ 
Bast Texas Chest Ho·spital re
searchers will attempt to identify 
characteristics signalling the de
velopment of lung oan.cer which 
may lead to earlier disease detec
tion in a population at high risk. 

The National Institute for Occu
pational Safety and Health esti
matts that asbestos workers have 
one of the highest identified risks 
of developing lung cancer of any 
U.S. occupational group. 

Special staff of the East Texas 
Chest Hospital will contact former 
employees and their families-89 
percent of whom still live within 
a 100-mile 1·adius pf Tyler. 

Employees will be encouraged to 
co m e to the hospital every 6 
mon.ths for a 2-hour battery of 
tests, including physical exmnina
tion, chest X-ray, and sputum cy
tology. 

Test Explained 

The latter test is a microscopic 
examination of cells obtained from 
deep cough samples. Abnormal 
cells in the sputum can indicate 
a lung cancer too small to be de
tected by other methods. 

The Tyler workers' exposure to 
asbestos may be similar to that of 
employees of a predecessor as,bes
tos plant in Paterson, N.J. 

In 1954, the Paterson plant, in
cluding the equipment and process
ing procedures, was moved to Ty
ler. 

Employees o[ the Pateroon plant 
experience a mortality due to lung 
cancer six times higher than the 
national average. The rate is hy 
fa,r the highest in asbeS't:os workers 
who smoke cigarettes. 

These data suggest that the risk 
of lung cancer among Tyler work
ers may be as high as in Paterson. 

Com:,uters Used 
Scienitists predict that they may 

begin to detect abnonnal numbers 
of lung cancers in Tyler's employ
ees within the next 2 to 5 years. 

Data on the workers' exposure 
to asbestos wil be con-elated with 
development of disease using the 
computer facilities and occupation
al disease expertise of NIOSH in 
Cincinnati. 

Under a special subcontra.et, Dr. 
Irving J. Selikoff, Mit. Sinai School 
of Medicine, will correlate finding 
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Dr. Mitchell will be concerned with 
information resources for scientists 
and clinicions particularly with risk 
factors and the development of ar
t e rioscle rosis in the young. 

BRANCH CHIEFS 
( ( "outin11 cd /ron1, P age I ) 

After several fellowships at Ca
nadian institutions and research 
associat e positions with the Uni
versity of Michigan, Dr. Mitchell 
joined NHLI in 1963 as a medical 
officer in the Epidemiology and 
Biometrics Program. 

Dr. Rifkind was named chief of 
the Lipid Metabolism Bmnc.h after 
serving as deputy chief since 1971. 

He will plan and administer a 
research program for the preven
tion of premature atherosclerosis 
through identification and treat
ment of people highly susceptible 
to the disease by elevated blood 
levels of cholesterol and other fat
ty substances, collectively known 
as lipids. 

Dr. Rifkind received M.B. and 
Ch.D. degrees in medicine and sur
gery (with commendation) from 
the University of Glasgow in 1957. 

He was awarded the Brunton 
and Fullerton Awards as "most 
distinguished graduate of the 
year," and he also collected the 
Gold Medal and Rankine Prize in 
Pathology and Bacteriology an cl 
the Ure Prizes in Pathology, Bac
teriology, Midwifery, and Child 
Health. 

Over the next 10 years-except 
for brief tours of duty at the 
Counity Hospital, Ormskirk, Eng
land, and Crumpsall Hospital in 
Manchester-Dr. Rifkind held var
ious staff positions at the Royal 
Infirmary in Glasgow. 

He came to NHLl 's Molecular 
Disease Branch in 1967 as a Brit-

of asbestos exposure and disease 
among the Tyler workers with his 
1,esearch on caru:er among 1,560 
asbestos workers in Paterson. 

The monitoring contract is co
sponsored by the Cancer Control 
Program and the Division of Can
cer Cause and Prevention, NCI. 

Dr. Rifkind has been a member of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edin
burgh since 1960 and of Glasgow 
since 1962, and was elected a fe llow 
of the Glasgow College in 1973. 

ish Heart Foundation and Ameri
can Heart Association Exchange 
Fellow. 

One year later, he returned to 
t he Royal Infirmary, until 1971, 
when he rejoined NHL!. 

Mattie Goldberg Retires; 
In Fed'I Gov't 19 Years 

Mattie Goldberg, an adminis.tra
tive clerk at the Division of Com
puter Research and Technology, re
cently retired after 19 years with 
the Fedeml Government. 

Her first position was at the 
Signal Corps; later, she transfer
red to the Office of the Surgeon 
General. 

In 1962 Mrs. Goldberg came to 
NIH working in the Division of 
Research Service's Computat ion 
and Data Processing Branch. Even
tually this branch provided the 
nucleus for the DCRT. 

Processing invoices for compu
ter and equipment rental and keep
ing time and leave records for 
computer personnel, Mrs. Goldberg 
saw the new Division through its 
initial growth. 

Some 63 co-workers and friends 
attended a party to wish her well 
before her retirement to Florida. 

Mrs. Goldberg enjoys her retirement 
party with her daughter, Fredda (rl, 
and Betty Kuster (I), DCRT admini
strative officer. 

'!'HE NIH kEC0.1:W 

Dr. S. Perry to Serve 
As Acting Director, 
NCI Treatment Div. 

Dr. Seymour Perry has been ap
pointed acting director of the Di
vision of Cancer Treatment, Na
t ional Cancer fnstitute. Dr. C. Gor
don Zubrod, who headed the pro
gram since 1972, 
will be retiring to 
assume a new po
sition with the Un
iversity of Miami 
School of Medicine. 

Dr. Perry has 
s erved as the di
vision's deputy di
rector since Nov. 
13, 1973. 

He received his Dr. Perry 
B.A. with honors in 1943 from the 
University of California at Los 
Angeles and bis M.D., also with 
honors, in 1947 from the Univer
sity of Southern California School 
of Medicine, Los Angeles. 

Affiliations Noted 

Dr. Perry has served as presi
dent of the National Blood Club; 
chairman of the Americ:an Caneer 
Society's Adviso1·y Committee on 
Epidemiology Diagnosis and Ther
apy, and chairman of the Ameri
con Society of Hematology's com
mittee on Scientific Affru.rs as well 
as its Leukocyte S ·ubco1mnittee. 

He is the author of 130 scientific 
papers in the field of hematological 
oncology. 

NIH Visiting Scientists 
Program Participants 

6/ 18-Dr. Ken-ichi Yamamoto, 
Japan, Molecular Biology Section. 
Sponsor: Dr. Edgar Ribi, NI.AID, 
Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Ham
ilton, Mont. 

6/ 23-Dr. Seethrama A. Achar
ya, India, Laboratory of Chentieal 
Biology. Sponsor: Dr. Hiroshi Ta
niuchi, NIA'MDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 
9N308. 

6/ 23- Dr. Motomori Izumi, Ja
P a n , Clinical Endocrinology 
Bmnch. Sponsor: Dr. Hans Ciahn
mann, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 8N-
317. 

6/ 23- Dr. Clark K. Lum, China, 
Division of Lung Diseases. Spon
sor: Dr. Claude J. Lenfant, NHLI, 
Bg. 31, Rm. 5Al0. 

6/ 25-Dr. Toshisuke K.aw~saki, 
J apan, Laboratory of Biochemistty 
and Metabolism. Sponsor: Dr. G. 
Gilbert Ashwell, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, 
Rm. 9N105. 

7/ 1-Dr. Marcello Barbieri, It
aly, Mathematical Research 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. John Z. 
Hearon, NIAMDD, Bg. 31, Rm. 
9A17A. 

7/ 1-Dr. Atsushi 
Metabolism Branch. 
Thomas Waldmann, 
Rm. 4Nll0. 

Iio, Japan, 
Sponsor: Dr. 
NCI, Bg. 10, 
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Forme r chairme n of the National Library of Medicine's Boord of Rege nts 
gathered at the Board's 48th meeting lost month, during which Dr. Martin 
M. Cummings, NLM Director, was lauded for his 10 years of service to the 
Library. Left to right are: Dr. Barnes Woodhall, Alfred R. Zipf, Dr. John P. 
McGovern, Dr. Cummings, Dr. Worth B. Daniels, Dr. W . N. Hubbard, Dr. 
Stewart G. Wolf, Dr. William G. Anlyan, and Dr. Jack M. Layton . 

RITA ORR 
(Co11tinuc,t from P(l!/C 3) 

the program, she was named class
ification specialist assigned to the 
State Department and to the White 
House. After 5 years in that post, 
she transferred to the Department 
of the Army doing the same work. 

"Then I ~yed at home and had 
my first child. As a matter of fact 
I had five children; I stayed out 
15 years. I returned to work for 
NLM." 

It wasn't too long after her re
turn when she was named person
nel management special ist for the 
Library. 

A many-shelved bookcase part
ly divided l\frs. Orr's office from 
that of Mr. Cross. 

Peering around the divider, Mr. 
Cross said, "May I say something? 

"I don't think the office could 
have r u n as effectively without 
Rita. And I'll say something else 
Rita wouldn't say-she has had 
numerous opportunities to become 

NIEHS Advisory Council 
Gets 3 New Members 

Drs. Helen G. Edmonds, Paul E. 
Lacy, and Norton Nelson have been 
appointed to terms on the advisory 
council of the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences. 

Dr. Edmonds is dean of the 
Graduate School and professor of 
history at North Carolina Central 
University in Durham. 

A clinical pathologist, Dr. Lacy 
serves as Mallinckr odt Professor 
and chairman of the department 
of pathology at Washington Uni
versity Medical School. 

Dr. Nelson, an authority in en
vironmental health sciences, is di
rector of the Institute of Environ
mental Medicine at New York Un
iversity Medical Center. 

personnel officer h er e and else
where, and she has declined :ill 
these offers." 

His praise reflects the confidence 
NLM employees- no matter what 
echelon- have in Mi,s. Orr. 

Walls of the recently renovated Clinical Cente r outpatient area are being 
accented by displays of original artwork eontributed by membe rs of area school 
art classes under a program arranged by Red Cross volunteer Kristina Zubrod. 
Left : Mrs. Zubrod (I) discusses the art exhibit with CC nurse Claudia Seipp and 
Holton Arm$ school represe ntative Elizabeth Parker. Cente r: Mrs. Zubrod fl) 

INFLU!ENZA 
(Co11 ti111te<I from. Page I ) 

evaluate licensed and experimental 
vaccines, and explore the potent ial 
of antivir al substances in prevent
ing or treating the disease. 

In carrying out these studies, 
the Baylor investigators will have 
d:ffere·nt population groups- pre
s ;hool and s;hool-age children, col
lege situdents, family units, and the 
eld~rly-under observation for ~x
t ended pe,·iods. 

Alithough basic research on Lhc 
influenza virus ( first identified ·,n 
t :1e 1930s) has reeently yielded 
valuable information on the ()r
ganism's chemical and molecular 
structure, many practical questions 
remain unanswered reg.arding ~he 
behavior of the disease in man. 

Some of the questions Dr. Couch 
and his associates will be research
ing are: 

• What is the earliest signal of 
influenza virus activity in a com
munity? 

• What factors influence spread 
of influenza? 

• What is the disease process 
in members of different population 
groups? 

• What is the duiiation of pro
t et-tion resulting from n-atm,al in
fection or vaccine administration'? 

S.tudies involving population sur
veillance are targeted for initia
tion before the winter of 1974-'/5 
and for full implementation by the 
end of the first contract year. 

Research Plans Told 

On the basis of the first year's 
findings, the research plan \vill Le 
re-evaluated and new scientific 
leads followed where indicated. It is 
estimated that as many as 10 years 
may be required for completing 
the studies. 

The NIAI D project officer for 
the contract is Dr. Flianklin J . 
Tyeryar of bhc Infectious Diseases 
Branch. 

Dr. Robert M. Friedman, Na-

James Alexander hos been appointed 
Equal Employment Opportunity coor
dinator for the Clinical Center. He 
will coordinate CC EEO oetivities and 
advise the CC Director on EEO affairs. 
Forme rly a membe r of the D.C. pub
lic school system, he taught health 
and physical education, special edu
eation, and was o guidance counselor. 

An Illustrated History 
Being Compiled for NCI 

Dr. Michael 13. Shimkin is com
piling an illustra.ted history of can
cer research for the National Can
cer Institute. 

Dr. Shimkin, who held several 
positions at NCI from 1939 to 
1963, is bhe author of the book, 
Scicm·e awl l'cnwer, and has con
tributed more than 200 papen; on 
cancer to technical journals. 

He expects the work to be com
pleted in approximately 2 years. 

Currently Dr. ,Shimkin is pro
fessor of community medicine and 
oncology, University of California
San Diego. 

tional Institu.te of Arthritis, Me
tabolism, and Digest;ive Diseases, 
will serve as co-project officer. Dr. 
Friedman is a member of NIAID's 
Infectious Diseases Committee. 

and CC nurses, Freddie Grice (c) and Ms. Seipp await the verdict from a young 
patient examining the art exhibit. Jacqueline Yokley presents her original ail 
pa inting to Mrs. Zubrod and outpatient nurse Shirley Shanks. An NCI em
ployee, Ms. Yokley designed the pointing to compleme nt the North Clinic's 
color scheme where she periodically returns for outpatient visits. 
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Scientists Say Better Perinatal Care Facilities Have Led 
To Less Neonatal Deaths; Hospital Priorities Suggested 

Scientists at an interdisciplinary research conference at the 
Institute of Child Health and Human Development reported 
r ecent improvement of perinatal intensive care facilities has 

National 
that the 
led to a 

steady decline in neonatal deaths. 
The conference, organized by 

Nl CHD's Perinatal Biology and In
fant Mortality Branch, was co
chaired by Drs. L. Stanley James, 
Columbia - Presbyterian Medical 
Center, and Eileen G. Hasselmeyer, 
program director of the NICHD 
Branch. 

The researchers pointed out that, 
generally, problem pregnancies 
yield high-risk infants who usually 
weigh less than 5½ pounds. These 
underweight babies compris-e only 
about 8 pel'Cent of all live ,births, 
but .account for 70 percent of 
deaths within 1 month of birth. 

They also stressed that a sig
nificant decline in prenatal and 
neonatal morhality duri,ng the past 
decade is due, in part, to research 
conducted prior to birth and in the 
new born. 

Dr. Robert Us,her, Royal Victoria 
Hospital, Montreal, presented data 
indicating that in the Province of 
Quebec the perinatal mortality rate 
in infants weighing more than 2 
pounds nnd 3 ounces, dropped from 
22.1 per thousand live births in 
1967 to 16.0 in 19'72-a 28 percent 
decrease. 

lm;,roveme nts Hoted 
The incidence of low birth weight 

infants did not change and so the 
drop was related to improvements 
in health care rather than to fewer 
high~isk patients. 

Further improvement is possible 
if high-risk pregnancies and wo
men in premature labor can be 
delivered in hospitals with both 
fetal and neonatal intensive care 
services. 

In one such Perinatal Intensi·,e 
Care Unit at the hospital, perinatal 
mortality is approaching only 

Dr. Virginia Apgar, the pcdiotricion 
who originoted the Apgor score used 
to eva luate newborns, outographs a 
copy of he r new book on early child 
development for o member of the 
N ICHD staff, during o break in the 
recent confe re nce. The proceedings of 
the conference will be published. 

eight per 1000 live births, the point 
at which the only deaths that occur 
are from lethal malformations and 
unpredictable deaths of fetuses 
during pregna11cy before th e 
1nother is admitted to the hospital. 

A similar trend in neonatal sur
vival in Wis,~onsin was reported by 
Dr. Stanley Graven, University of 
Wisconsin Perinatal Center. There, 
a statewide system for high risk 
patient r eferral was developed, 
making it possible for high-risk 
mothers and babies to be treated at 
sophisticated centers. 

Dr. Marshall Klaus, Case West
ern Reserve University, Dr. Louis 
Gluck, University of California, 
San Diego, and Dr. Phillip Sun
shine, Stanford University, s,tated 
that improvements in neonatal 
mortality have been signifioont. 

However, the three researchers 
added, there is an urgent need in 
the field of perinatal medicine for 
tools to assess the infant in the 

During the NICHD seminar, new 
concepts in hospital design were 
r ecommended by an international 
group of scientists who specialize 
in the problems of childl>irth and 
in the care of sick newborn in
fants. 

They emphasized the priority of 
providing the companionship of 
the husband when a woman is in 
labor, and the need for facilities 
to permit both labor and obstetric 
delivery in the same room. 

Even when electronk monitoring 
of the fetus is needed during la
bor, delivery on the same bed 
should make it possible to leave 
all of the equipment undisturbed 
and should also avoid any inter
ruption of the husband's participa
tion in the childbirth experience. 

By establishing close proximity 
of the special care nursea-y, a sick 
baby's immediate needs can be 
guaranteed from his first minutes 
after birth. 

By placing the obstetric patients' 
bedrooms in the vicinity, even a 
prolongation of the baby's illness 
will still allow frequent visiting 
and handling by the mother. 

Although n family-centered pol
icy has Jong been established as 
a desirable approach to the vast 
majority of normal pregnancies, 
this is the first time that tJhe in
tensive care techniques of obstet
ric and n.e'\vborn care have been 
declared compatible with both the 
importance of uninterrupted fam
ily relationships, and the architec
tural design of the hospital. 

• • 
postnatal period. Studies of infant 
visual perception, auditory respon
ses, and other developmental tests 
are especially important . 

Dr. J ames stated that new find
ings represent a dramatic reduc
tion in the neonatal death rate, 
lending ·additional justification for 
expanding these programs. 

He explained that an essential 
par t of these services relies on 
continuing basic and applied re
search, training of physicians and 
nurses in perinatal medicine, and 
funding of programs for the neces
sary assessment and followup of 
newborn infants. 

Dr. William Tooley, University 
of California, San Francisco, re
ported that during the period from 
1965 to 1972 ,there h a s been a 
steady increase in neonatal sur
vival. 

During the period 1968 to 1972 
improvement in survival was even 
more marked. Assessing the de
velopment of infants wi,th a birth 
weight of about 3½ pounds o.r less 
shows that greater than 90 percent 
of those ·born from 1969 to 1972 
are functioning within a normal 
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Prof. Osamu Hayaishi, de portment of 
bioche mistry, Kyoto University School 
of Medicine, returned to the Fogarty 
Scholar-in-Residence P,ogrom on July 
11. Professor Hayaishi, well known 
to the NIH scie ntific stoff, will reside 
in Stone House through Aug. 31 a nd 
meet with a number of his colleagues. 

Alex Smallberg Retires; 
Received Many Awards 
For His Contributions 

Alex Smallberg, director of the 
Office of Contracts and Grants, 
OD, since 1971, r etired June 30 
after 35 years of Federal service. 

Mr. Smallberg-who implemen
ted the decentralization of research 
contracting activities to the bur
eaus and institutes--received a 
DHEW Superior Service Award in 
!\'.Lay for his contributions. 

Prior to coming to NIH, Mr. 
Smallberg was a contract special
ist ,vith the U.S. Army from 1947 
to 1971. During that time, he re
ceived two Meritorious Civilian 
Service Awards and the Anny's 
Exceptional Civilian Service 
Award. 

Mr. Smal\berg received his B.A. 
degree .from Brooklyn College in 
1935, and his masters degree in 
accounting in 1940. 

A certificate of appreciation 
signed by Caspar W. Weinberger, 
HEW Secretary, was presen,ted to 
Mr. SmaHberg at his retirement 
party on June 28 at Wilson Rall. 

Foreign Visitors May Call 
Hospitality Service Contacts 
Foreign visitors at NIH who 

want to o-btain or return fur
nishings from the Hospitality 
Service may call Mrs. Hans 
J. Cahnman, 530-2921, or Mrs. 
Seymour Wollman, 949-9593. 

Mrs. Elliot Oharney, previ
ously listed as a Hospitality 
Service contact, \viii be out of 
town until the end of October. 

range at 1 year. This is signifi
cantly better than infants of the 
same weight born from 1965 to 
1968. 

Muscle tone of the neck ond shoul
ders of on infant undergo tests o t 
the University of Minnesoto . The re• 
searchers pointed out thot there is o 
need in pe rinotol medicine for tools 
to assess the infont early in the post
notol period. 

During the dedication of a new nurs
e ry ot Columbia-Presbyterion Babies 
Hospital, Dr. Jomes, perinatal sec tion 
director, holds one of the Kie nast 
quintuplets-bobies of multiple births 
usually are high-risk infants. * U.S. GOVl!: RNh-lENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19?3-544•802 / 22 


