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Foreign Company to Test 
Long-Term Contraceptive 
Mostly in United States 

The Center for Population Re
search, National Institute of Child 
HealtJh and Human Development, 
has awarded a $1.2 million eost
:,haring contract to Schering AG 
of Berl,in/Bergkamen in the Fed
eral Republic of Germany for the 
development of a long-acting in
jectable female contraceptive agent. 

The contract calls for the testing 
of norethindrone enanthate-the 
parent compound of which is used 
in oral contraceptive agents- ac
cording bo FDA guidelines. Scher
ing AG holds the patent for the 
drug. 

Norethindrone enanthate has de
monstrated effectiveness in prevent
ing pregnancy for up t.o 12 weeks 
following a single injection. 

Side Effects Described 
Side effects include breakthrough 

bleeding and spotting, with altera
tion of the mens,trual cycle. These 
side effects appear to diminish 
with cont inued use of the contra
ceptive. 

Al~hough many animal and hu
man investigations have already 
been conducted with norethindrone 

(See ORAL DRUG, Pane 8) 

Dr. Teh-wei Hu, o Fogarty Inte rna
tional Cente r visiting research profes
sor, will discuss Health Care in the 
People's Re public of China: An Econ
omist 's First Hand Observat ions, on 
W ednesday, Aug. 27, at 10 a .m. in 
Bldg. 31 , Confe re nce Room 10. Pro
fessor Hu, de portment of economics, 
Pennsylvania State University, recent
ly visited that country. 
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Computer System at CC 
Scheduled to Speed Up 
Medical Data Retrieva·I 

A hospital-wide computerized 
medical information system, recent
ly purchased for the Clinical Cen
ter, is ,scheduled for complete in
stallation by mid-autumn of next 
year. 

With the new system, laboratory 
tests, X-rays, drugs, and other hos
pital services, can be ordered rapid
ly, test results can be quickly re
ported to physicians, and informa
tion can be promptly included in 
patients' medical record5,-all via 
computer. 

Advantages Cited 
All of this information will be 

compiled in less time than is now 
possible, wi th less chance of human 
or mechanical error. 

The computerized system will 
also make information more acces
sible for research and analysis. If 
an investigator wants to know the 
relationship between certain drugs 
and laboratory data on patients 
who have received those drugs, he 
will be able to dfrect a DCR.T com
puter to search the new system's 
records for the necessary informa
tion. 

At present, someone must be as
signed to an extensive and time
consuming review of handwritten 
or typed medical records. 

The system will be provided un
der contract by Technicon Medical 
Information Systems, Inc., at a to
tal cost of up to $8.8 million. 

Ope,n Meeting to Discuss 
Results of NTA Studies 

The results of 1·ecent scientific 
studies on t he general toxicity and 
carcinogenicity of nitrilotriacetic 
acid ·will be discussed on Wednes
day, Aug. 13, at an open meeting 
on the NTH campus. 

HEW Committee Is Sponsor 

The meeting, sponsored by the 
HEW Commibtee to Ooordinate 
Toxicology and Related Programs, 
will be held from 9:30 a .m. to 2:30 
p.m. in Wilson Hall. 

NTA is coru;idered a substitute 
for phosphates used as building 
agents in detergents. Its use in the 
United States was discontinued 4 
years ago. 

'Ilhe research results come from 

Special Lab to Study Human and Animal 
Influenza Viruses Under NIAID Contract 

A special influenza laboratory established by the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases in Memphis, Tenn., will serve as the 
locus for an international network of inves,tigators checking on influenza 

Dr. Joseph M. Bobbitt 
Dies; Leading Behavioral 
Scientist, Administrator 

Dr. Joseph M. Babbitt 

Dr. Joseph M. Bobbitt, National 
Tnstitute 01f Ohild Health and Hu
man Developmerut, died July 24 at 
the National Naval Medical Center 
after a stroke and heart attack. 

Dr. Bobbitt was assistant direct
or for behavioral sciences in NIC
HD's Office of Planning and Anal
ysis. He served in various capaci
t ies as a staff advisor and as a 
consultant in the development of 
research and training programs in 
the behavioral sciences. 

Tn 1966 Dr. Bobbitt r etired as a 
scientist director in the U.S. Pub
lic Health Service Commissioned 
Oorps, in which he had served 20 
years. After his retirement he be-
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one study conducted by the Nation
al Institute of E nvironmental 
Health Sciences, and two studies 
sponsored by the National Cancer 
Institute Bioassay Program. 

Copies of the results can be ob
tained from !\fa. Horne, NIEHS, Re
search Triangle Park, N.C. 27709. 
Telephone: (919) 549-8411, Ext. 
3213; the NIH P ress Office also has 
copies: (301) 496-2535. 

Public attendance at the meeting 
will be limited to the space avail
able. Those wishing to attend mny 
notify Ms . Horne. 

infections in animals and the rela
tionship between animal and human 
influenza viruses, poss~bly explain
ing t he mysterious periodic appear
ance of epidemic human influenza 
viruses. 

The laboratory, ,rnpported for the 
first 2 years by an NIAJD contract, 
wi ll be under the direction of Dr. 
Robert G. Webster, a member of 
the laboratorie~ of virology and 
immunology at St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital. 

Dr. Webster and his associa tes. 
through contacts in this country 
and around the world, will ob'tain 
influenza viruses found in domes
tic and wild animals. 

By s,ludying these viruses and 
corresponding blood samples from 
the same animals, the scientists 
hope to learn whebher new pan
demic viruses ar ise by the combina
tion of human viruses with genetic 
traits from animal or bird strains 
or by mutation from existing hu
man strains. 

Earlier Studies Noted 

Earlier studies have suggested 
that animals may be the source of 
new influenza viruses. Of special 
interest will be samples of animal 
and avian viruses from the Orient, 
where past experience has shown 
a particular likelihood for the 
emergence of new flu virus vari
ants. 

The Memphis laboratory, coordi
nated with t he W orld Health Or
ganization, will also serve as a 
central "antigen bank," retaining 
all identified samples in anticipa
tion of the nex t pandemic. 

Dr. Webster and his colleagues 
r -~ec 1r1 Res LAB, Page 1 J 

Summer Employees to Get 
Awards in August Ceremony 

The sixth annual awards 
ceremony for s ummer employ
ees will be held in the Masur 
Auditorium, on Friday, Aug. 
22, at 10 a .m. 

Summer employees, lheir 
~upervisors, and all other NIH 
employees are invited. 
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Illustrated Talk on Rebirth of Donora, Town Covered 
By Fog In 1948, Given at Industrial Hygiene Meeting 

DONORA THEN. The photo was toke n 
soon ofter the smog of 1948. 

Twenty-sbc years ago Donora, 
Pa., suffered a devastating smog 
which killed 20 people and left 
thousands sick. 

Charles C. Shinn, visual commu
nications project officer, Division 
of Research Services, and a mem
ber of the original Public Health 
Service team sent to investigate 
the October 1948 smog episode, re
cently revisited Donora. 

The changes he saw and photo
graphed were the subject of a visu
al presentation at the American 
Industrial Hygiene Conference in 
Minneapolis on June 4. 

Mr. Shinn was art editor of the 
PTJ.'~ hr<l11stri<1l HY.Qiene Ne,c.~letter 
at ,the time of the Donora episode. 
He designed the report, Air Polllt, 
firm in Donora. Pa., which was to 
become a landmark in its field. 

Because the smog was too dense 
for aerial photographs, Mr. Shinn 
climbed the steep hills surrounding 
the bown, walked through the steel, 
wil·e, and zinc mills, and sketched 
what he saw for a composite paint
ing of the town. 

The finished painting became the 
frontispiece for the PHS report. 

DONORA NOW. The some locotion-
26 years late r. 

The original now hangs in Donora's 
municipal building. 

In his talk at the meeting, Mr. 
Shinn compared phobos from 1949 
with shots he made this past May 
from the same locations. The be
fore-nncl-nftn photographs illustrate 
the progress which has been made. 

Even more impressive, said Mr. 
Shinn, is the air of optimism that 
now prevails. "You needn't be an 
expert to know that the green 
grass, trees, fl owers, and a recrea
tion park have given Donora a new 
look, new hope, and a positive out
look on the future." 

Movie, 'The Fat Fighters,' 
To Be Shown Aug. 27, 28 
The Employee Health Serv-

ice is showing a 20-minute film, 
"The Fat Fighters," for those 
who may have a weig,ht prob
lem. 

Vie\vings are: 11 :45 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 
27, Wilson Hall, Bldg. 1, and 
Thursday, Aug. 28, Confea-ence 
Room D, Westwood Bldg. 

Harold A. Kahn Retires: 
NEI Branch Chief Plans 
To Join Johns Hopkins 

At his retire ment party, Mr. Kohn 
shows the plaque he received from 
his NEI co-worke rs. He was lauded 
for his dedicated leadership. Mrs. 
Kahn was among the many guests 
who attended the party. 

Harold A. Kahn, chief of the Na
tional Eye Institlllte's Office of Bio
metry and Epidemiology, retired 
on July 31 after 35 years of Fed
ernl service. 

NEI Director Dr. Carl Kupfer 
commended Mr. Kahn for his "es
tablishment and development of a 
unique and outstanding program in 
the biometry and epidemiology of 
ocular disease which helped open 
the way to a new era in clinical 
vision research." 

A specialist in chronic disease 
epidemiology, Mr. Kahn concentra
ted on identifying risk factors asso
ciated with chronic diseases. 

Came He re in 1950 
He began his civil service ca

reer in 1940 with the U.S. Census 
Bureau. In 1950 he came to NIH 
as the· second statistician to be em
ployed by what was then the Na
tional H eart Institute. 

During his tenure there, he was 
responsible for the statistics on 
cardiovascular epidemiologic stud
ies among 10,000 male civil serv
ants in Israel and 11,000 male resi
dents of two Yugoslavian towns, 
as well as population studies in 
Honolulu, San Juan, and Framing
ham, Mass. 

Mr. Kahn came to the National 
Eye Institute sho11tly after it was 
established because he said it rep
resented another ,health area where 
risk factors were largely unknown. 

"I wanted to do more than count 
the number of persons registered 
as legally blind. I wanted to do 
something that would help keep at 
least one person from becoming 
blind." 

In 1971, he organized the NEI 
Office of Biometry and Epidemiol
ogy. Another of Mr. Kahn's im
portant projects was instituting 
the Framingham Eye Study. 
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FAES Will Start Fall 
Courses on Sept. 15 

Evening classes will beg,in Sept. 
15 in the graduate and undergradu
ate program sponsored by the 
Foundation for Advanced Educa
tion in the Sciences on the NIH 
campus. 

Course offerings include: beha~i
oral and social sciences, biological 
sciences, chemistry, physics, mod
ern lang uages, administration, 
mathematics, medicine, physiology, 
sta,ti~ics, and courses of general 
interest. 

The medical subspecialty review 
courses and ce1,tain othel'S were re
cently appr:oved for credit in the 
AMA programs for continuing med
ical education. 

Tuition is $22 per semester hour. 
Courses may be taken for credit 
or audit. 

Students whose expenses will be 
paid by the Government should ap
ply at once to their administrative 
offices for training assistance. 

Registration is by mail thvough 
Aug. 22 and in person from Sept. 
4-10. 

Call FAES, Bldg. 10, Room Bl
LlOl, Ex.t. 65272, to request a cat
alog including the fall schedule 
and registration card. 

Toastmasters Club Lists 
Newly Elected Officers 

The NIH Toastmasters Club, 
sponsored by the R& W Association 
and open to all NIH employees, re
cently electetl officers to terms 
through December. 

The new officers are: Jasper 
Cummings, president; George Mook, 
administrative vice president; Reg
inald Russell, educational vice pres
ident; Rosemary Thorwarth, secre
tary; James Pomeroy, treasurer, 
and Anne O'Connor, sergeant at 
arms. 

For further information abowt 
t he club, which meets 'l1hursdays at 
noon in Conference Room 2 of the 
Bldg. 10 cafeteria, call Mr. Cum
mings, Ext. 65635. 

Mr. Kahn received his B.S. de
gree in 1939 from the College of 
the City of New York, and his M.A. 
in 1949 from A merican University. 

Last year he received the NIH 
Superior Servi<:e Award, and in 
1957 was given the Surgeon Gen
eral's Award for Outstanding Per
formance. 

He has published extensively in 
the field of chronic disease epidem
iology. He is a fellow of t he Amer
ican Statis-tical Association an d 
the American Heart Association, 
and a member of the S·ociety for 
Epidemiol-ogic Research and the In
ternational Society for Geographi
cal Ophthalmology. 

Jn Oc,tober, Mr. Kahn wil! join 
the depart:"1ent ?f eJ?idemiology, 
Johns Hopkms University. 
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Dr. Gordon Tomkins Dies, 
Former NIH' er Famed 
For Hormone Research 

Dr. Gordon M. Tomkins 

Dr. Gordon M. Tomkins, 49, a 
pioneer in the field of hormone re
search, died on J uly 23 aflter brain 
surgery in New York City. Dr. 
Tomkins was a former chief of the 
Laboratory of Molecular Biology, 
National Institute of Arthri,tis, 
Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases. 

After 14 years with NIH, Dr. 
11omkins left dn 1969 to become pro
fessor of biochemistry and vice 
chairman of the department of bio
chemistry at the Univet"Sity of Cal
ifornia at San Francisco. 

He was known for his research 
on how specific hormones carry the 
messages that regulate the func
tions of cells and organs in mi
crobes, animals, and humans. His 
investigations resulted in 150 pub
lished papers on the hormonal 1·eg
ulation of mammalian cells. 

In his latest paper, he theorized 
that the hormones worked through 
a "metabolic code." Scientists have 
pointed out that this code may be 
as important to biology when it is 
deciphered as the genetic code is 
to heredity. Much of Dr. Tomkins' 
work was in the field of hormones 
related to heart disease and cancer. 

Studies Explained 
His important research findings 

included discovering how the liver 
makes cholesterol; describing the 
way enzymes rtransform male sex 
hormones into chemicals respons
ible for determining sexual differ
ences, and developing an experi
mental model for studying the ef
fects of hormones on drug-resistant 
leukemia cells. 

Dr. Tomkins received his B.A. in 
1945 from the University of Cali
fornia at Los Angeles, and his M.D. 
in 1949 from Harvard University 
Medical School. In 1953 ~e received 
his P~.D. from the University of 
Caliiornia at Berkeley. 

Recently, he had served as a vis
iting professor at Cornell Univer
sity Medical School. 

In 1966 Dr. Tomkins won the 
Biological Sciences Award present-
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Anyone for Sailing Wide Atlantic Alone? 
Heed Stanley Jablonski, He Crossed Twice 

When Stanley Jablonski wants to get away from it all, he crosses the 
Atlantic in a sailboat. He is both captain and first mate-in fact he's the 
entire crew. 

In his work-a-day life, Mr. Jablonski heads the Index Section, National 
Library of Medicine. That office an-
alyzes medical literature and pro
vides indexing for MEDLARS
NLM's computerized biomedical 
bibliographic system. 

He ,has been with NLM for 26 
years. When he first joined, it was 
named Lhe Army Medical Library; 
then it was renamed the Armed 
Forces Medical Library. In 1962 
the Lib_rary moved to the campus 
as bhe National Library of Medi
cine, and in 1969 it became an NIH 
component. 

During World War II, Mr. J ab
lonski was in the U.S. Merchant 
Ma11ine. 

"The ships were somewhat larger 
than what I sail now. We were part 
of ,the Atlantic convoy delivering 
materiel to our Wes tern allies. I 
have been around boats nearly all 
my life. I have s ailed since I was 

He made the dock. The photo wos 
token on May 21 , the day before Mr. 
Joblonski sailed from Annapolis. He 
spent the day readying his boot for 
the long haul. 

ed annually by the Washington 
Academy of Sciences. He was recog
nized for ibis discove'l'y of a mecha
nisn1 whereby hormones directly af
fect the physical structure of en
zymes. 

In 1968 Dr. Tomkins delivered 
the 40th NIH Lecture on the topic, 
Control of Gene Activity in Higher 
Organisms. 

Dr. Tomkins was also a classical 
and jazz musician and while in col
lege had played the saxophone wibh 
bands led by Stan Kenton and Char
lie Barnet. 

He is survived by his wife, Milli
cent; two daughters, Leslie and 
Tanya, and his mother, Jean Tom
kins of Los Angeles. 

A Gordon M. Tomkins lecture
ship has been established at bhe 
university's medical school. Contri
butions may be sent to the Regents 
of the Universi ty of California, De
partment of Biochemistry and Bio
physics, Room 964-S, UCSF, San 
Francisco, Calii. 94143. 

Now he is about to leove Little Creek, 
Vo. Soon he will run up the sails, set 
his course, ond put out to sea. 

a child." 
He first sailed across the Atlantic 

by himself in 1963. He bought the 
boat in Poland and he sailt:d it back 
to the U.S. It was a wooden boat 
with sails and auxiliary motor, and 
Ile ch l'istcued it Amethyst. 

He used the moto1· to get in and 
out of harbor and to charge batter
ies for electricity for radios and 
lights. The sailing distance to the 
U.S. was over 7,000 miles. From 
P oland he sailed about 1,200 miles 
before reaching Plymouth, Eng
land, for the final outfitting of sup
plies. 

"You have to do everything you 
want to do; I had to have water, 
kerosene for lamps, fresh eggs, veg
etables, bread, it's ,the last chance." 

~he first stop fl'Om Plymouth 
was the Canary Islands - from 
t here-Norfolk, Va. 

"I was out on the ocean by my
self for 45 days." 

" What happened?" be was asked. 
"Nothing, just sailing, the usual 

thing. Nothing ,that you wouldn't 
expect. You stay busy. There's a 
great deal of doing during sailing; 
housekeeping, washing, cooking, 
cleaning, the usual thing you would 
do in an apartment; iit clutters up. 

THIS Was Different 

This last voyage was different. 
Much happened. 

He started from Annapolis this 
past May 22 in a Carter 33 racing
cruising sailboat named Storm Pet
rel. It li\'ed up to its name. 

Mr. Jablonski had planned to sail 
the great circle navigation route
following the Gulf Stream to south 
of Newfoundland. From there to 
the nol'thern part of Scotland and 
around Scotland to Copenhagen, the 
final stop. But t he best laid plans-. 

"That type of boat is capable of 
crossing the Atlantic in about 3 
weeks under normal conditions 
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when you have predominantly west
erly winds. 

"This year the weather pattern 
was different. I spent one week in 
almost total calms near the U.S. 
coast. I sailed from calms to gales 
south of Newfoundland, and I lost 
the self-steering apparatus. I sat 
by the tiller and sailed the boat 
for Plymouth instead. Yon almost 
have to learn the lost ar,t of steer
ing with the sails the way the old 
sailors used to do." 

Sleep was sporadic. Mostly, he 
just "flopped down on a wet bunk 
wearing foul weather clothing and 
a safety harness to be ready for 
any emergency." In sailors' par
lance, a dry bunk is one properly 
made up wit h sheets and blankets. 
On this voyage a well-made bunk 
was not for him. 

Colms! Storms! Squalls! 
"I hit a curious combinaition of 

calms, storms, and v e r y strong 
squalls. It took 46 days , which is 
more than t\~ice the intended time. 
The average daily run of a new 
boat is 180-190 miles a day. There 
were only 3 days that l reached 
160 miles, and out o! 46 days I had 
28 days in which there were at 
least 2 hours of calm. 

"My annual leave was exhausted 
and after I reached Plymouth I had 
to return home-by plane, of course. 

Was he discouraged? Would he 
cross the Atlantic by himself 
again? The answer to the first 
question was "No,'' to t he second, 
"Yes/' 

"I'm a spontaneous type of sailor. 
If the conditions 11re right, if I 
have the time and the boat I can 
afford, then I will sail again. 

Solved Own Problems 

"I go because I like sailing, I 
like to do things on my own with
out advisory commiUees, without 
procedurnl manuals, a n d without 
writJten repo1ts. I had problems, but 
I took care of them all by myself." 

On this last venture, Mr. Jablon
ski had no ,time for reading, but 
on a lone voyage when it's smooth 
sailing, the usually erudite Mr. Ja
blonski leaves the deep tomes for 
home and office and turns to ham
mock literature-mostly mysteries. 

"I don't read heavy literature at 
sea. Anything th a t is s erious 
enough, that you might wish to dis
cuss with somebody else-well, it's 
a good idea to stay away from that 
sort of reading." 
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NLM Displays T utorendoscope; AV Aid 
Teaches Proctoscopy, lesion Diagnosis 

The Tutorendoscope permits simultoneous viewing of slides through O simu
lated proctosigmoidoscope and on an 18-inch square screen, Numbers on the 
slides, showing normal and pathologic conditions, correspond with index cards 
giving full clinical details, which may be detached f rom the unit for testing . 

The Markman Tutol'enaoscope, l'ecently placed on display in the Na
tional Library of Medicine reading room, enables a student to peer through 
a simulated proctosigmoidoscope equipped with a projector that allows 
viewing of 160 slides of colon and 
rectal lesions. 

The Tutorendoscope pel'mits med
ical students and physicians to see 
and study-in the absence ,of pa
tients-the appeari1nce of both nor
mal and pathologic conditions of 
the anus, rectum, and colon, all 
within the rigid tubular envil'on
ment of a sigmoidoscope. 

It permits economical, concen
trated learning in minimal time, 
under conditions closely simulating 
clinical pl'actice. 

Each slide is numbered to corres
pond with an index card giving in
formation on age, sex, symptoms, 
and depth of penetration at the 
time the lesion was photographed. 

The endoscopic unit, with its tub
ular projector, can be synchronized 
with a projection theatre unit to 
provide 18- by 18-inch views of the 
slide .for more detailed vis ibility or 
for multiple viewing. 

The advantages of using bhe Tu
torendoscope include its availability 
a t any time without interfering 
with schedules of patients, physi
cian-instructors, or students, and 
elimination of embarrassment and 
discomfort to patients. 

Variety of Lesions Shown 
It also offers a wide variety of 

lesions for study, compal'ed to the 
few seen clinically in a sho1"1: train
ing period, and practice in exercis
ing depth perception. 

The endoscopic viewer, which can 
be adapted to otheJ· types of endo
scopy, such as bronchoscopy, is 
equipped with a dioptometer ·which 
provides individual visual correction 
to the 25- to 35-mm distance neces-

5ary fo1· sigmoidoscopy. 
The self-contained teaching tool, 

which can also be used for class
room teaching, was developed by 
Dr. H. David Markman of the de
partment of surgery, Albel't Ein
stein College of Medicine. 

Dr. Mark man has also developed 
a procto-trainer with a maneuver
able flexible colon that can simulate 
the variety of anatomical positions 
found in clinical practice. 

Additional Aid Developed 

It can be used to train students 
to perform pas,;age of the procto
sigmoidoscope an d the fiberoptic 
colonoscope without harm or dis
comfort to the patient. 

Development of the Tuwrendo
scope was supported by the Na
tional Cancer Institute, the Ameri
can Association for Cancer Educa
tion, and bhe New York City Divi
sion of t he American Cancer So
ciety. 

Cancer of the colon and rectum 
is the most frequently occurring 
internal cancer that is common to 
both sexes. l\Iore than 79,000 Amer
icans developed colon and rectum 
cancer in 1973; approximately 47,-
000 died of their disea.;;e. 

Almost three out of four of these 
patients might have been saved by 
early diagnosis, including a procto
sigmoidoscopic examination, and by 
promp,t treatment. 

Although medical educato1-s have 
been aware of the necessity for 
teaching proctoscopy, the difiicul
ties of instructing each student on 
an individual basis include problems 
of time, effort, scheduling·, patient 

DR. BOBBITT 
(Contlnttcil from Pa11e LJ 

came execu~ive director of the Joint 
Commission on Mental Health of 
Children, a specially-created Gov
ernment commission. 

The following year, he received 
the Harold M. Hildreth Memorial 
Award in Public Service from the 
American Psychological Associa
tion. 

Previous Posts He ld 
From 1964 to 1966 he served a~ 

acting associate director for plan
ning and assistant director for 
manpower development in NICHD. 
Previously, from 194G to 1964, he 
held several posts in the National 
Institute of Mental H ealth, includ
ing those as chief of the Pro.fes
sional Services Branch and as asso
ciate director for program develop
menrt. 

During World War II DJ·. Bob
bitt was a p5ychologist in bhe U.S. 
Ooast Guard Academy, and from 
1937 to 1942 was assistant prnfes
sor of psychology at Michigan 
State College. 

D1·. Bobbitt received B.A. and 
:.\LA. degrees from the University 
of Southern California and was 
awarded his doctorate in psychology 
from Northwestern University in 
1937. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Katherine Long, of the home, 9411 
Corsica Drive, Bethesda, Md.; and 
his son, Bruce, a graduate student 
in psychology at Cornell Univer
sity. 

Memorials Planned 

A private burial ceremony was 
held at Gettysburg National Ceme
tery. 

)Iemorial contributions may be 
made to the Joseph M. Bobbitt 
Graduate Fellowship l•und, Dep.-rt
ment of Human Development and 
Fam.ily Studies, .M. VR Hall, Cor
nell Univer~ity, Jthaca, N.Y. 14853. 

A memorial service will be held 
in the fall. 

Federal After-Hours Program 
Holds Registration Aug. 26-27 

1'he Federal After-Hours Educa
tion Program will hold registration 
for the fall semester in Conference 
Rooms A, B, and D-just off the 
lobby-in the Depa1,tment of Com
merce Bldg., 14th Street and Con
stitution Avenue, N.W., from 10 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 
26, and Wednesday, Aug. 27. 

Fall classes will begin Sept. 11 
and continue through Dec. 15. 

For further informaition, contact 
Robevt W. Stcwar,t, Jr., College of 
General Studies, George Washing
ton University at G76-7018. 

participation, and availability of a 
variety of lesions. 

Most doctors do not examine the 
lower bowel until the patient has 
symptoms of bleeding- or change in 
bowel habits. 
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Safety Tips for NIH 

CHEMICAL 
WAST~~ 

In recent months ;;ome NIH em
ployees have been unnecessaraly ex
posed t o contact and inhalation of 
chemicals which were discarded in 
improper waste r eceptacles. 

Laboratory personnel arc re
minded to dispose of unwanted 
chemicals and their containers in 
a receptacle set aside and desig
nated for chemicals only. 

Do not mix chemical waste and 
paper or other rubbish. 

Solvents should be disposed of in 
solvent safety cans which are avail
able from t he ::s/lH Fire Depart
ment. 

Fire Dept. Will Pick Up 
Call the NTH Fire Department, 

Ext. 62372, co arrang-e for pick-up 
of chemical waste.~. 

By following these simple pro
cedures, laboratory pe1·sonnel can 
assure the saf e disposal ,of chemi
cals and prevent needless injuries 
to t hemselves and others. 

Srailing Club Plans Picnic 
In An•napolis on Aug. 17 

The annual NIH Sailing Club 
picnic will be held at Truxton Park, 
Spa Creek, Annapolis, on Sunday, 
Aug. li, from noon to dusk. 

Boats will be available for free 
sailing. Bring- food and sports 
equipment for volleyball, softball, 
badminton, chess, checkers, or 
cards. Drinks and chips will be pro
vided. 

For reservations send $1.50 for 
each adult and 50 cents per child to 
Lan-y Bisne<tl, Westwood Bldg., 
Rm. 1Al6, by Aug. 14. 

For futither information and di
rections, call )Ir. Bisnett, Ext. 67-
864, or 762-3685 evenings. 

Admission may also be purchased 
at the park. Interested non-mem
bers are welcome. Aug. 24 will be 
the ra.in date. 
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Dr. Konrad Chang Hsu 
Gives Aug. 20 Talk; 
Visited China in May 

Dr. Konrad Chang Hsu, Colum
l>in t..:11in)r~ity professor <'nieritus 
of microbiology, will give a slide
illustrnted talk, A Visit to China in 
Y!ay 1975, in Wilson Hall, Bldg. 1, 
on Wednesday, Aug. 20, at noon. 
~IH employees are invited to at
tend. 

Dr. Hsu is one of the few Amer
ican basic scientists who have tour
ed the Peoples ' Republic of China 
since 1972. 

Reseorch Supported by NCI 

Dr. John T. Kalberer, Jr., special 
assistant to the director of NCI's 
Division of Cancer Research Re
sources and Centers, will introduce 
Dr. Hsu. 

Most of Dr. Hsu's research in 
diseases resulting from immune r e
actions has b e e n supported by 
grants from the U .S. Public Health 

This post spring, Dr. Hsu visited well
known hospitols ond reseorch insti
tutes in Peking, Honking, Shanghai, 
Soochow, ond Canton. 

Se1·vice, including the National 
Cancer Instit ute. 

He is currently engaged in col
laborative s tudies with Drs. Robert 
J. Huebner and Berge Hampar c,f 
th e NCI Viral Carcinogenesis 
Branch. 

A graduate of St. John's Univer
sity in Shanghai, Dr. Hsu received 
his Ph.D. in chemistry from Co
lumbia University in 1924. 

He returned to Shanghai as pro
fessor of chemisitry and dean of t he 
College of Science at Great China 
University from 1924 to 1926 and 
served in various Chinese Govern
ment posts unti l 1937. 

F rom 1938 to 1954 Dr. Hsu en
gaged in the import-export busi
ness. He joined the departmenit of 
microbiology of the College of Phy
sicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University, in 1954 and has pub
lished over 100 biomedical articles. 
He became an American citizen in 
1962. 

The common sense is that which 
judges t he things given to it by the 
ol her senses.-Leonardo da Vinci. 

Aug ust 12, 1975 Page 6 

SV-40 Study Provides First Evidence 
Viral Gene Region 'A' May Cause Cancer 

Molecular study of virus-caused cancer of experimental animals has 
shown, for the first time, that. a virus gene is needed not only to initiate 
the cancer ous process in previously normal cells, but must be continually 
present for the cancer cells to con
tinue growing. 

Research at the National I nsti
tute of Arthritis, Metabolism, and 
Digestive Diseases provides con
crete evidence that virus genes be
come incorporated into a normal 
ccll 's gene profile and then direct 
abnormal reproduction of the gene 
material called DNA. 

The study pinpoints at a mole
cular level the region of a virus 
1vhich actually initiates and main
tains ,a cancerous change. 

Drs. Robert G. Martin, Janice Y. 
Ohou, Jesus Avila, and Rein Sarai 
investigated the cancer-causing po
tential of simian virus 40 (SV-40). 
first isolated from monkeys and 
known to cause cancer when inoc
ulated into newborn hamsters. 

The NIAMDD sdentists focused 
attention on a number of SV-40 
viruses that are heat sensitive. All 
woce SV-40 mutant viruses able to 
grow in laboratory-cultured mon
key cells at 33' C (81.4 ' F), but un
able to grow and make new virus 
1>articles in monkey cells at warm
er temperatures, starting at 40'C 
(104' F). 

Circular Structure Studied 

These mutant viruses, like other 
SV-40's, usually exist as a circle 
of double-stranded genetic mater
ial, or DNA. The first observ,ation 
of this circular structure by elec
tron microscope was reported by 
Ors. R. Weil and J. Vinograd at the 
California Institute of Tochnology 
in 1963. 

SV-40's circular DNA is now 
known to consist of five gene re
gions, termed A, B, C, BC, and D, 
accord,ing to ·I.he sequence in which 
they were identified. 

To determine the role of these 
various gene regions, Dr. Martin 
and colleagues studied events oc
curr ing when SV-40 viruses defec
tive at different gene regions were 
exposed to high temperatures. 

Foulty 'A' Proteins Are Key 

They found th rut only the "A" 
mutants did not cause a cancerous 
change when inoculated into ham
ster cells at 40' C. Inability of 
faulty "A" protein to start DNA 
replication was first demonstrated 
in 1972 at Case Western Reserve 
University by Dr. Peter Tegtmey
er, who a lso postulated that the 
"A" region was necessary to 11tart 
cancerous changes. 

The finding was also consistent 
with a "Replicon" concept of Eur
opean scierutis,ts F. Jacob, S. Bren
ner, and F . Cuzin, who proposed in 
1963 tha:t DNA reproduction al
ways starts at the same po-int on 
a DNA molecule, whenever a spe
cific pro,tein, th e "initiator pr o
tein," travels to that site. 

At 40'C the "A" mutants made 
a defective SV-40 initiator protein 
and so were unable to start viral 
DNA manufact ure lllt the normal 
initiaitiion site. 

In additional experiments, Dr. 
Martin and associates discovered 
that after SV-40's ON A was incor
porated into the DNA of hamster 
cells, the "A" region was the only 
area of viral DNA whose function
ing was esserutial to perpetuate the 
cancerous change. 

I··· I 

The "A" reg,ion is thus marked 
as the key site of SV-40's ability 
to initiate viral DNA synthesis and 
to maintain malignant t ransforma
tion of the next generaition of cells. 

The NIH scientists propose that 
the expression of normal "A" gene 
funct!ion is not fully autonomous, 
however, but is determined by the 
place where it is incorporated into 
the cell's DNA. 

For example, if SV-40 is inte
gr ated into cellular DNA active 
only in t I\ c period immediately 
prior to the production of new 
cells, there would be insufficient 
time for the cancerous change lo 

occur before cell division. 
By contrast, if the virus is inte

grated into cellular DNA that is 
a.otive following cell division, it 
would be continually stimulated by 
the "A" gene it harbors to manu
facture abnormal DNA, maintain
ing ,the cancerous state. 

Although there is no evidence 
that the ubiquitous SV-40 is a fac
tor in causing human cancer, the 
scicntisl,s descr ibe their findings as 
potentially valuable through a.rous
ing interes•t in identifying "initia
tor proteins" in human cancer and 
in conditions that are conducive to 
various virus diseases among hu
mans. 

The NIH findings appeared in bhe 
~La1·cl1 i ~SU(' of the ,J011nwl of Virnl-
11gy, and in the proceedings of a 
Cold Spring Harbor Symposium. 

Other Research Results Similor 

Dr. Martin notes that othet· lab
oratories have demonstrated similar 
re5ults-notably at Baylor Uni
versity by Drs. J-anet Butel and 
Joan Brugge; at Case Western Re
serve University by Dr. Peter 
Tegtmeyer; at Cold Spring Har
bor IAboratory by Drs. Mary Os
born and Klaus Weber; and at 
Tottori Uniiversity School of Medi
cine, Japan, by G . Kimll!•a. 

THE INVADERS recently received trophies os the NIH R&W bosketball chomp
ions of the 1974-7S regular season and playoffs. Stonding (I to r) ore: Robe rt 
Boger, N1IAMDD; Clyde Colmes, Jr., DCRT; Sandy Freemo n, DRS; Leonard 
Williams, OD, and player-coach Edward Radde n, DRS. Je rry W inston, DRG, 
ond Ray Donner, DCRT, kneel. Roy Stewort, NIMH, was not present. During 
the last 4 years, the Invaders have been seoson chompions over 7 other teams 
and hove also wan the playoffs for 3 of the 4 yeors. They compiled o record 
of 68 wins and 4 lone■• 
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AH OCCASION FOR SMILES--Dr. Donold S. Fredrickson, NIH Director, re
ceives h is Recreation a nd W e lfare Association membe rship card from R&W 
office rs (I to r): general manager James B. Davis, preside nt Edward S. Condon, 
ond second vice preside nt Ignacio A. Smith, Jr. 

I NIH Visiting Scientists I 
Program Participants 

7/18-Dr. Anshumali Ohaudhari, 
India, Pharmacology Branc:h. Spon
sor: Dr. Thomas E. E ling, KIEHS, 
Re5earch Triangle Park, N.C. 

7'20-Dr. U lf R. Rapp, Germany, 
Viral Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. George J. 
Todaro, NCI, Bg. 37, Rm. 1Bl8. 

7/20-Dr. Maharaj K. Sahib, In
dia, Laboratory of Kidney and Elec
trolyte Metabolism. Sponsor: Dr. 
Joseph Handler, NHL!, Bg. 10, Rm. 
6N311. 

7/ 20-Dr. Tsuneyuki Yamazaki, 
Japan, Population Genetics and Epi
demiology. Sponsor: Dr. Ohades 
Langley, NIEHS, Research Tri
angle Park, N.C. 

7/21-Dr. M. P. Jacob Anandaraj, 
India, Laboratory of Toxicology. 
Sponsor: Dr. David Cooney, NCI, 
Ilg. 37, Rm. 5B22. 

7/ 21-Dr. Nga Yen Nguyen, Viet 
N a m , Reproduction Research 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. D. Lynn Lori
aux, NICHD, Bg. 10, Rm. 10B09. 

7/ 22- Dr. Menashe Ben-David, 
I s r a c 1, Reproduction Research 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. Andreas 
Chrambach, NICHD, Bg. 10, Rm. 
1ZN210. 

7/ 25-Dr. Marcin Draminski, 
Poland, Laboratory of Molecular 
Aging. Sponsor: Dr. Josef Pitha, 
NIA, Gerontology Research Center, 
Baltimore. 

7/ 25-Dr. Katsuhiro Inoue, Jap
an, Laboratory of Experimental 
Pathology. Sponsor: Dr. Lois Tice, 
NTAMDD, Bg. 4, Rm. 434. 

7/ 27-Dr. Enok A. Tjotta, Nor
way, Viral Leukemia and Lympho
ma Branch. Sponsor: Dr. George 
J. Todaro, NCI, Bg. 37, Rm. 1B18. 

8/1- Dr. Makoto Inaba, Japan, 
Drug Research and Development. 
Sponsor: Dr. Abraham Goldin, 
)l'CI, Bg. 37, Rm. 5E20. 

Burnell A. Ferguson, 
Systems Analyst, Dies 

Burnell A. ( Bon) Ferguson, a 
systems analyst for the National 
lnstitute of Neurological and Com
municative Disorders and S,troke 
since 1970, died July 28 at his Ken
sing·ton home after a heart attack. 
He was 50 years old. 

In 1972, aficer 2 years in the 
~INCDS Oflice of Biometry's Sys
tems Design and Data Processing 
Section, Mr. Ferguson joined the 
lnstiitute's new Section for Produc
tion or Data Analysis in the Peri
natal R~earch Branch. 

At the time of his death, he was 
involved in implementing that 
Branch's plan for analyzing and in
terpreting the massive bank of 
daita gathered on 58,000 pregnan
cies and the offspring who were fol
lowed for an 8-year period. 

Tasks like this were not new to 
him-he had been in the data proc
essing field in bhe Washington area 
since 1946. 

Born in Tracy, Minn., Mr. Fergu
son spent his childhood here in 
Washington, and attended the 
George Washington and American 
Universities. 

From 1942 to 1946 he served in 
the U.S. Army, operating a mobile 
machine records unit in France in 
1944 and 1945. He was in the Army 
Reserve Oorps from 1953 to 1961. 

In 1946 Mr. Ferguson became a 
machine records field liaison officer 
with the supply division of the 
Veterans Administration, and 2 
years later became project planner 
for IBM equipment in the office of 
the Assistant Chief O!f Staff for 
Logistics art the Pent agon. 

From 1952 to 1955, he was ma
chine records procedures examiner 
for the Army Chief Chemical Offi
cer. He then was vice president for 
operations in a private consulrtiing 

Agreement at Leningrad: 
US-USSR to Exchange 
Data on Breast Cancer 

The U.S. and U .S.S.R. agreed 
recently to launch joint s tudies on 
early detection of breast cancer, 
treatment efficacy, and rehabilita
tion. 

The collaborative studies were 
among agl'eements reached at the 
Second U.S.-U.S.S.R. Working 
Meeting on Problem Area No. 6-
Cancer Control and Cancer Cen
ters, held in Leningrad. 

The U.S. co-chairman of the 
meeting was Dr. Diane J. Fink, di 
rector of NCl's Division of Cancer 
Con trol and Rehabilitation. 

Dr. N. N. Na,palkov, director of 
t he N. N. Petrov Research Insti
tute, Leningrad, served as the Sov
iet Union co-chairman. 

Protocols were established to de
velop collaborative studies to de
termine the most effec.tive means 
of early detection of breast cancer, 
including a combination of clinical 
examination, X-ray mammography, 
and thermography to examine wo
men of age 35 and older. 

To study t he rehabilitation of 
patients with breast cancer, the 
project 1111ill include physical restor
ation and psychologic support dur
ing the patient's stay and after 
discharge. 

These studies will serve as proto
types for fu,ture collaboration on 
other high-frequency cancers such 
as lung and colon-rectum. 

Group Reviews Problems 
The. Working Group also re

viewed problems related to the 
evaluation of treatment results. 
The countries' coding of informa
tion •on breast cancer was found 
to be compatible. 

Prior to the main study, both 
countries will exchange rules and 
procedures for abSJtracting and cod
ing data. 

In phase I, to begin in early 1976, 
each country will collect data, de
termine the feasibiliity ,of exchang
ing histoligic material, cross-re
view the material, and exchange 
abstracts from a minimum of breast 
cancer cases Lo ensure that coding 
procedures are identical. 

Phase II will be an exchange at 
6-month intervals of tabulated 
treatment data. Phase III will be 
an information exchange on follow
up after a minimum of 5 years. 

Other agreements emphasized the 
role of cancer centers in cancer 
control activities and on the organ
iation of cancer research. 

The third meeting on Cancer 
Control and Cancer Centers will be 
held in the United States in 1976. 

firm before coming to NIH. 
He is survived by his wife, Emi

lie, and four children, all of the 
home address; his parents, and a 
brother, all of Fairfax. 
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Jim Fuller, Financial 
Mgmt. Officer, NIAID, 
Retires From Gov't 

Martin J. (Jim) Fuller, Jr., 
financial management officer f o r 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, retired on 
the lai;,t day of July after 33 yea1,s 
of Federal service. 

He joined the Institute in 1956 
as a budget analyst and was ap
pointed to his present position in 
1968. 

He has been responsible for ,the 
fiscal management of the lnstitute's 
research program, serving as tech
nical expert •on the financial aspects 
of program plans and policies. 

As financial advisor, he super
vised and directed the preparation 
of the Institute's budget and main
tained t he accounting systems 
which provided fiscal data for use 
in making management decisions. 

Before coming to NIH, Mr. Full
er worked for the USPHS's Bureau 
of Medical Services from 1946 to 
1955. In 1952 he was assigned to 
t he Bureau's Division of Foreign 
Quarantine in Paris. He was posted 
t here for 2 years. 

Earlier in his career, Mr. F uller 

Mr. Fuller, who has been here since 
1956, plans to go on a second trip 
to South Africa a nd a skiing trip to 
Quebec. 

worked for the U.S. Post Office De
partment, and spent 3 years-1942 
to 1945-in the military service in 
Puerto Rico with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

During his career, Mr. Fuller 
also attended Strayer College of 
Accountancy and took courses in 
contracting and budgeting at NIH, 
the Civil Service Commission, and 
the Department of Agriculture 
Graduate School. 

His retirement plans include a 
trip to South Africa-4his second 
time there. He also plans to thunlt 
and fish, and go skiing in Quebec 
with his wife Joan, an administra
tive assistant in NHLI's Surgery 
Branch. 

More than 80 of Mr. Fuller's 
friends and associates attended a 
buffet luncheon in his honor at the 
Lakewood C-Ountry Club on Tues
day, July 29, where he was pre
sented with several retirement 
gifts. 
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Study to Analyze Data 
On Problems Resulting 
From the Use of IUDs 

The National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development 
has announced a contract w i th 
George Washington University for 
a study on tlhe problems resulting 
from the use of intrauterine con
traceptive devices. 

The University's department of 
biostatistics will collect, validate, 
and analyze data from participat
ing clinical facilities. 

Although intrauterine devices of 
several designs arc used as a birth 
control method by more than three 
million women in the U.S., the pre
cise rates of major and minor com
plications are not well established. 

Minor complications are device 
expulsion, discomfort, and bleed
ing. The more serious effects in
clude pelvic inflammatory disease, 
hermorrhage, uterine perforation, 
ectopic pregnancy, and septic sec
ond-trimester abortion. 

Dr. Heinz Berendes said that the 
results of the study are intended 
to assess the relative risks of se
vere complications that may be 
caused by each type of IUD used in 
the U .S. Dr. Berendes is chief, Con
traceptive Evaluation 'Branch, Cen
ter for Population Research. 

The clinical facilities will engage 
in case-controlled investigations of 
IUD-related side effects among wo
men who are hospitalized because 
of complications. 

Data will be examined from ap
proximwtely 35,000 women, includ
ing one-third IUD users and two
thirds controls. This collaborative 
study is expected to run for a 30-
month period; first results are ex
pected in about 2 years. 

VIRUS LAB 
(Contltwed from Page 1) 

will attempt to answer the follow
ing questions: 

o Are there any previously un
detected, but presently existing 
bird or mammal flu viruses ? 

• How often are such new flu 
viruses introduced into animal 
groups? 

• Are these flu viruses trans
mitted between animal species un
der natural condit ions? 

• How important are the wild 
versus domestic avian species as 
reservoirs of influenza viruses? 

• What effects do ecological 
events or climatic, environmental, 
or geographic conditions have on 
the epidemiology of flu infections 
among selected species? 

• Wha t association is <there be
tween the next human pandemic 
strain of influenza virus and animal 
sources in the geographic area 
where t he new ,strain first appears? 

Dr. Franklin J. Tyeryar of the 
Infectious Diseases Branch is the 
NIAID project officer for the con
tract, which is expected to take 5 
years to complete. 
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7 Scientists Become Grants Associates; 
G. A. Panel Constantly Evaluates Program 

~ 
Dr. Bodman Dr. Barbosa Dr. Gross Dr. Kimes 

Dr. Orlons Dr. Sandbe rg Dr. Steinbe rg 

Seven scientists have been selected for the Grants Associates Program 
instituted by NIH 13 years ago to train scientist-administrators. 

This year's Grants Associates are: Drs. David G. Badman, Luis H. 
Barbosa, Michael A. Gross, Brian W. Kimes, F. Barbara Orlans, Howard 
E. Sandberg, and George M. Stein
berg. 

Dr. Badman was former ly pro
fessor of biology at Kalamazoo 
College. He received the Ph.D. de
g ree in zoology from the University 
of F lorida, Gainesv.ille, in 1969. 

Receive d Degree in Brazil 

Dr. Barbosa, who has been with 
the Infectious Diseases Branch of 
the National Institute of Neurologi
cal and Communicative Disorders 
and Stroke, received the D.V.M. de
gree in 1958 from the National 
School _of Veterinary Medicine, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazi l. 

Dr. Gross, a research chemist 
from the Bureau of Biologics, F ood 
and Drug Administration, received 
the Ph.D. degree in organic chem
istry from Temple University. 

Dr. Kimes, a research a ssociate 
with the Salk I m,titute in San Di
ego, received the Ph.D. degree in 
biochemistry from the Ullliversity 
of Washington, Seattle, in 1971. 

Dr. Orlans was a staff scientist 
with t he George Washington Uni
versity Me<lical Center. She received 
the Ph.D. degree in physiology 
from London University in 1956. 

Dr. Sandberg, assistant professor 
of biophy:sics and physics at Wash
ington State University, received 
the Ph.D. degree in molecular bio
physics from Yale University in 
1966. 

Dr. Steinberg was chairman of 
the Biochemistry Branch at Edge
wood Arsenal. He received a Ph.D. 
degree in organic chemistry from 
Purdue University. 

Since its inception, the Grants 
Associates P rogram has graduated 
97 scientist - administrators, o f 
whom 80 r emain in Federal serv
ice, and 77 of these are in the P ub-

lie Health Service. At NIH, Grants 
Associates graduates hold positions 
within all Institutes-except the re
cent Instit ute on Aging- and in 
DRG a nd DRR. 

While the program is an estab
lished par.t of NIH and is ad
ministered by the Division of Re
search Grants, it is constantly eval
uated for effectiveness by the 
Grants Associates Board, a 17-
member panel which directs, makes 
policy, and reviews the candidacy 
of eligible applicants for the pro
gram. 

Responsibility for the G.A. Board 
has been assumed by Dr. 'I1homas 
Malone, NIH Associate Director for 
Extramm·al Research and Training, 
who was one of t he first Grants 
As..<,ociates. 

Boord Functions Desc ribed 

Board members, in addition to 
their executive and advisory func
tions , also serve as preceptors to 
Grants Associates; some members 
are former G.A.'s themselves. 

The Board has r epresentatives 
from most of the Institutes and 
Divisions of NIH as well as from 
ADAMHA and HRA. 

Members, who are appointed by 
Dr. Malone, serve a 1- to 3-year 
term. 

New members of the Board this 
year are: Dr. J ohn Mathis, pro
gram manager, Division of Lung 
Diseases, NHLI; Dr. Carl Douglass, 
deputy director, DRG; Dr. Kenneth 
Hisoaka, deputy associate director 
for extramural programs, N IDR, 
and Dr. Wilford Nusser, chief, Sci
enWic Prog:rams Branch, NEI. 

The new chairperson is Dr. Wil
liam Bennett, chief, Institutional 
Resources Branch, Division of Med-
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Baylor Team Will Study 
4 Venereal Infections 
Under NIAID Grant 

A group of scientists led by Dr. 
John ::vr. Knox a t the Baylor Col
lege of Medicine in Houston, Tex., 
\viii conduct research under a pro
gram-project grant awarded by t he 
:--ational Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 

The first year of tesearch- on 
gonorrhea, syphilis, group B strep
tococcal infections, and herpes sim
plex virus infections of the genital 
tract--is part of NIAID's special 
research grants prog,ram initiated 
in 1974 to facilitate multidiscipli
nary approaches to problems of 
sexually transmitted diseases. 

Cmrently N IAID invests nearly 
$3 million in VD research each year. 

Dr. Knox, an auth•ority on vener
eal disease, will coordinate studies 
in the departments of medicine, der
mafology, microbiology, virology, 
and epidemiology at Baylor with 
the help of the Houston City Health 
Depar-tment. Research will include: 

• Study of cellular immunity in 
rabbits infected w ith syphilis in 
order to gain better insight into the 
mechanisms by which the human 
body re1ponds to syphilis infection. 

• Exploration of the theory that 
gonorrhea may be spread through 
the male and female reproductive 
systems by sperm cells to which 
gonococci, the bacteria causing gon
orrhea, are believed to attach by 
microscopic hair-like appendages on 
the surfa ce of certain gonococci. 

• Investigation of the relation
ship between the presence of one 
bacterium, group B streptococcus, 
in the vaginas of women and the 
occurence of illness in newborns. 

• Development of improved 
methods of prevention and treat
ment of hei·pes simplex virus type 
2 genital infeotions, an increasingly 
frequent problem. 

The Baylor group will study cer
tain proteins associated with herpes 
simplex viruses to learn whether 
these proteins could be used as a 
viaccine against later infection. 

The study will also evaluate pho
todynamic treatment, one of the 
few therapies available for herpes 
infections. 

Some scientists have suggested 
that photodynamic treatment of 
herpes simpl ex could itself lead to 
the formation of cancerous lesions. 
Therefore, the NIAID grant pro
vides for a long-term followup of 
treated patients to r ule out the 
risk of malignant change. 

icine, BHRD, HRA, who succeeds 
Dr. Zora Griffo, OD. 

Dr. Anthony Rene, program of
ficer, Division of Blood Diseases 
and Resources, NHLI, and a recent 
Grants Associates graduate, is 
serving in the capacity of Grants 
Associates liaison. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON BEHIND THE FENCE? M etro const ruction workers re
ce ntly boarded up the excavation site ot the ·corner of South Drive ond Rock
ville Pike, opposite the Navy Medical Center entrance. By 19B0 when the 

Seminar Series Planned 
For Grants Associates 
And Other Scientists 

A weekly Seminar Series con
ducted by the Grants Associates 
Program for staff members con
cerned with extramural act ivities 
is tentatively planned to start on 
Monday mornings early in October. 

The Series is limited to 20 per
sorns-approximately equal numbers 
of Grants Associates and other sci
cntists-eXJtramural, collaborative, 
and intramural. 

Participants will discuss such 
topics as: the Federal Government 
- Executive Branch, HEW, NIH, 
other agencies, the legislative pro
cess, the budget; Policy and Ethi
cal Considerations in Biomedical 
and Behavioral Research, and NIH 
Extramural and Collaborative Pro
grams. 

Also, the Development of Super
visory Knowledge and Skills; Pro
gram Planning and Evaluation, and 
Science in the Context of Public 
Policy. 

Applicants should forward a 
Form 350, DHEW Training Nom
ination and Authorization, through 
their immediate supervisors to 
B/I/D Diredors. 

Nominations Limited 
The Direobors, who make the final 

nominations, should limit the num
ber of nominees to no more than 
two or three for each B/ I/ D. 

They should send these nomina
tions-which must be received no 
later than close of business, Sept. 
19- to the Grants Associates Office, 
Westwood Bldg., Room 2A-03. 

D,-. Thomas E. Malone, NIH As
sociate Dii·ector for Extramural 
Research and Training, will make 
the selection from among the Di
rectors' nominations. 

A record of the number of train
ing hours in the Seminar Series-a 
minimum of 120-will be placed in 
the personnel files of tthose accep
ted. A request to participate im
plies a commitment to regular at
tendance through the entire series. 

Dr. Minna Appointed 
Acting Chief, NCI-VA 
Med. Oncology Branch 

Dr. J ohn D. Minna has been ap
pointed acting chief of the NCI
VA Medical Oncology Branch. 

He replaces Dr. Oleg Selawry, 
who recen,tly accepted a position at 

Dr. Minno 

lhe University of 
Miami School of 
Medicine. 

The NC I -VA 
Medical Oncology 
B r a n c h conducts 
clinical studies of 
n e w a n t i cancer 
drugs and the ef
fect of combination 
therapy on lung, 
prostate, and head 

and neck cancer. Other studies in
volve human tumor cell kinetics 
biology. genotics and virology. ' 

Dr. Minna joined NIH in 1969 
as a rcsea1·ch associate in the Na
tional Heart and Lung Jnstitute's 
Laboratory of Biochemical Gene
tics. In 1973 he became head of t he 
laboratory's Section on Somatic 
Cell Genetics. 

He received a B.A. degree from 
Stanford University in 1963 and an 
M.D. degree from Stanford Medi
cal School in 1967. 

Dr. Minna was a PHS predoc
toral trainee in the Stanford Medi
cal School's department of gene
tics from 1963-67. 

Dr. Minna is a clinical assistant 
professor of medicine at George
t,own University Hospital and ad
junct professor of genetics at 
George Washington University. 

Through the use -0f cell hybridi
zation techniques, Dr. ){inna has 
contributed to the understandinir of 
the genetics of cancer. He has also 
studied disseminated intravascular 
coairulrution. 

Dr. Minna is the author of 36 sci
entific publications. 

For further information, contact 
A. Robert Polcari. executive secre
tary of the Grants Associate~ Pro
gram, Ext. 67501. 

subway is scheduled to be running, bus stops will be a th ing of the post for 
many NIH commute rs. Inside the fence, workers are starting to sink the tunnel 
construction shaft which will Jole r be enla rged to serve os a station. 

ORAL DRUG 
(Co11tin11ell Jroin Page 1) 

enanbhatc, additional studies must 
be undertaken to srutisfy FDA re
quirements to market the drug in 
this country. 

Most contract funds will be ex
pended in the U.S. on animal safe
ty studies and clinical trials. 

The clinical studies ·will involve 
relatively small groups of women 
in California and Arizona. Meta
bolic products of the drug will be 
identified and their biolog,ical activ
ity determined. 

Drug safety studies in rats, 
beagles, and monkeys will be car
ried out for extended periods. 

Studies to determine the mecha
nisms by which the drug produces 
its p1•olonged contraceptive effect 
will also be undel1taken. 

N1CI Interviews Planned 
By Polish Science- Writer 

Dr. Wiktor Os iatynski of K11/t11,·u 
- Poland's largest weekly maga
zine- recently visited the Na
bional Cancer Institute a:Her com-

Dr. Osiatynski (r) and Wojciech J. 
Bogus:r, scientific and technological 
attache at the Polish Embassy, vis
ited MCI's Office of Inte rnational Af
fairs and talked with Dr. Joseph F. 
Sounders (I). 

pleting a State Department fellow
ship in science writing at Stanford 
University. 

After covering the U.S. space 

Fall Computer Courses 
listed in New Booklet 

A booklet, Oomp11ter Training 
Courses an<l ,'seminars, Fall Term 
f!l"/5, has recently been issued and 
is available at the Divis ion of Com
puter Resear<lh and Technology. 

The courses will be of interest 
to scientists, clinicians, administra
tors, and secretarial personnel as 
well as to computer specialists. 

A new seminar, Application of 
Time Series Analysis to Clinical 
Data, will empha~ize the analysis 
of serial measurements obtained 
from individual patients or n'ormal 
volunteers during research studies. 

The use of DCRT's IBM 370 com
puters - including programming 
languages (FORTRAN, PL/ 1 and 
CPS)- will also be taught. 

Other seminars will include lec
t ures on the mathematics of dif
fusion, introduction to biophysical 
techniques, and pattern recognition. 

The brochure may be obtained 
from the Comput er Center, Ext. 65-
431. The deadline for applications is 
Aug. 27 or until classes are filled. 

Julia Neel, Keypunch Supervisor, 
Retires After 18 Years at NIH 

Julia Neel, supervisor of ,the key
punch unit, is retiring afiter 18 
years of service in the Division of 
Oomputer Research and Technolo
gy and its predecessor, the Compu
tation and Data Processing Branch, 
Division of Research Services. 

Previously a keypunch operator 
for the Government Employees In
surance Company, she started work 
at NIH in May 1957, and became a 
supervisor 7 years ago. 

Mrs. Neel is contemplating a 
cross-country trailer joru·ney with 
her husband, who is also retired. 

launching on July 15 and visiting 
M.D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor 
Im.titute in Texas, Dr. Osiatynski 
will return to NCI to interview re
searchers before returning to Po
land to write about American bio
medical advances. 
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