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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

HEW Report Indicates Increase in Use 
Of Coal for Energy Relatively Safe 

Intensified use of coal as an energy source as proposed in the Presi
dent's national energy plan would not lead to serious health or ecological 
consequences if certa in precautions are taken, according to a study car
ried out by an HEW Advisory 
Committee and released by HEW 
Secretary J oseph A. Califano, Jr. 

The study- Report of the Com
mittee on Health and Environmen
tal Effects of lncreaeed Coal Utili
zation-was published in the J an. 
16 Federal R egister. 

It was undertaken after Presi
dent Carter announced last April 
that a central element of his en
ergy plan would be to tap our 
known vast domestic coal deposits 
to replace our dwindling supplies 
of oil and natural gas, and to re
duce our reliance on imported oil. 

Dr. Rall Heads Committee 
In its report, the Committee, 

headed by Dr. David Rall, Director 
of the National Institute of Envi
ronmental Health Sciences, con
cluded that it would be relatively 
safe to increase the use of coal to 
produce ener gy, as proposed in the 
energy plan, provided that there 
was: 

• compliance with Federal and 
State air, water, and solid waste 
regulations; 

• adoption and successful opera
t ion of the best available control 
technology to reduce air and water 
pollution at new facilities; 

• compliance with reclamation 
standards; 

Public Health Service employees ob
serve the birthday of the Revere nd Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. , in Masur Au
ditorium on Jan. 13. (See page 5.) 

• compliance with mine health 
and safety standards; 

• j udicious siting of coal-fired 
facilities. 

The Committee reported that 
even with the best safeguards, 
there would be some adverse health 
and environmental effects from a 
dramatic increase in coal use, but 
these impacts should not be of suf
ficient magnitude to r equire modi
fication of the energy plan if the 
steps identified by t he Committee 
are t aken. 

The adverse effects, to the extent 
they exist, would not impact all 
regions uniformly. 

To overcome the lack of compre
hensive data on many of these 
questions, the Committee recom
mended the establishment of an 
improved national system for envi-

(See HEW REPORT, Page 6) 

Clifton Sessions Named 
Deputy Ass't Director 
For HEW Public Affairs 

Clifton F. Sessions has been ap
pointed deputy assistant secretary 
of HEW for public affairs. He will 
assist Eileen Shanahan, HEW As
sistant Secretary. 

Mr. Sessions was formerly public 
affairs chief of the Department of 
Justice, and most recently execu
tive director of communications of 
the American Bankers Association. 

Prior to his service with the 
ABA, Mr. Sessions was managing 
editor and then editor of the Na
tional Journal from 1969 to 1971. 
He helped to establish t his weekly 
journal on Federal policy-making. 

Leroy V. Goodman, who has been 
serving as acting deputy assistant 
secretary on detail from the U.S. 
Office of Education, will become 
deputy assistant secretary for spe
cial projects, a newly created post. 

John Blamphin, who has served 
since July 1973 as director, Office 
of Public Affairs of the Public 
Health Service, will assume De
par tment-wide responsibilities as 
director of media operations in the 
Office of Public Affairs. 

Dr. Stetten To Initiate 
New Biomedical Ethics 
Seminar Series Feb. 1 

A new series of Biomedical Eth
ics Seminars sponsored by the Staff 
Training Extramural Program 
Committee will commence on Feb. 
1, at 3 p.m., in the 14th floor audi
torium of the Clinical Center. 

Dr. DeWitt Stetten, Jr., Deputy 
Director for Science, NIH, will ini
tiate the series with a lecture on 
Freedom of Inquiry. 

Series Schedule Listed 

The series will continue on t he 
1st, 3rd, and 6th Wednesdays of 
each month through April. Other 
topics in the series are: 

Feb. 15-E thical Issues in Ge
netic Research 

March 1-lnternational Ethical 
Standards of Biomedical Research 

Ma rch 15-Deception in Research 
March 29-Technology Assess

ment and Impact 
April 12- A Perspective on 10 

Years' Development in Biomedical 
Ethics 

April 26-Compensation Issues 
Raised by the Swine Flu P rogram 

The STEP Committee will soon 
announce names of the leaders of 
each of the seminars. 

The Feb. 15 seminar will be held 
in Bldg. 31, Conference Room 9, 
and the r emaining seminars are 
scheduled to be held in Bldg. 31, 
Conference Room 4. 

Staff members of NIH, other 
Federal agencies, nearby universi
ties, and research institutions, and 
others interested may attend. 

Those interested in attending or 
obtaining a complete schedule may 
call 496-5358. 

Give a Little of Yourself
At the CC Blood Bank 
A new poster is appearing 

on the NIH campus, inviting 
you to have your questions an
swered about blood donations. 

The poster will periodically 
be on display in different build
ings indicating a time when a 
Blood Bank representative will 
be available to answer ques
tions. 

The Blood Bank, located in 
the Clinical Center, is con
stantly in need of new donors. 

For information about blood 
donations, call 496-1048. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF H EALTH 

Dr. Perry Becomes NIH 
Assoc. Director, Medical 
Applications of Research 

Dr. Perry joined the Public Health 
Service in 1 961 as a senior investiga
tor in the Medicine Branch of NCI 
with research interests in the charac
teristics of tumor cell growth, particu
la rly in leukemia. He is the author or 
co-author of some 200 papers. 

Dr. Seymour Perry, Special As
sistant to the NIH Director since 
1974, has been appointed to the 
new post of NIH Associate Direc
tor for Medical Applications of 
Research. 

Will Develop New Consensus 
Dr. Perry will spearhead the 

NIH effort in technology transfer 
-the transfer to the practicing 
community of new research knowl
edge pertinent to health care. In 
particular he will be responsible 
for the process of building "tech
nical consensus" on new diagnostic 
and treatment approaches. 

Information developed through 
the consensus process about the 
safety and effectiveness of these 
technological advances will be 
promptly disseminated to practic
ing professionals, standard-setting 
and regulatory agencies, third par
ty groups such as insurers, and the 
public. 

As Special Assistant to the NIH 
Director, Dr. Perry served as chief 
liaison for NIH to the Presi
dent's Biomedical Research Panel, 
chairman of the Clinical Trials 
Committee, and headed the Secre
tary's Task F orce -on the Compen-

( See DR. PERRY, Page 7) 
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Staff Conespondenh 

ADA, Judy F ouche; CC, Susan Gerhold; DCRT, Mary Hodges; DRG, 
Sue Meadows; DRR, Jerr y Gordon; DRS, Arthur F. Moore; FIC, George 
Presson; NCI, Dr. Robert M. Hadsell; NEI, Julian Morris; NHLBI, Bill 
Sanders; NIA, Ann Shalowitz; NIAID, Jeanne Winnick; NIAMDD, 
Pat Sheridan; NICHD, Tina McIntosh; NIDR, Sue Burroughs; NIEHS, 
Hugh J. Lee; NIGMS, Wanda Warddell; NIMH, Betty Zubovic; 
NINCDS, Carolyn Holstein; NLM, Roger L. Gilkeson. 

The Personnel Office st aff of NIAID recently received a group award for its 
outstanding work in connection with the Institute'• reorganisation. Seated , I to 
r : Le ila Hooton , Marianne W agner , Mary Jane Meyers, and Mildred Overly. 
Standing, I to r : Elisabeth Holmes, Ma ureen laibson, Joan Patton, executive offi
cer Charles E. Leasure, Jr., Kimberly Ricketts, and Stephanie Fitzgerald. Lewis 
R. Brown, another staffer, was not present. 

Science Writers Seminar 
On Genetics Rescheduled 

Cellular and Molecular Genetics 
will be the topic of a Science Writ
er s Seminar rescheduled for Tues
day, Feb. 7, from 9 :30 a.m. to 
noon, in Conference Room 10 on 
the 6th floor of Bldg. 31. 

Dr. Philip Leder, chief of the 
Laboratory of Molecular Genetics, 
NICHD, will speak on A Close 
Look at Cloned Mammalian Genes. 

Chromosome - Mediated Gene 
Transfer will be the topic of Dr. 
0. Wesley McBride, medical officer 
in the Protein Chemistry Section, 
Laboratory of Biochemistry, NCI. 

Dr. W. French Anderson, chief 
of the Laboratory of Molecular 
Hematology, National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute, will discuss 
Cellular and Molecular Studies in 
Mammalian Gene Expression. 

James Busw ell Will Appear 
In FAES Concert on Feb. S 

James Buswell, a t alented young 
American violinist, will appear in 
a sonata recital on Sunday, Feb. 5, 
at 4 p.m. in the Masur Auditorium. 

This is the fifth in a series of 
concerts sponsored by FAES. 

Admission is by ticket only. 

Dr. Edward Korn, chief of the 
Laboratory of Cell Biology, Divi
sion of Intramural Research, 
NHLBI, will serve as moderator. 

All interested NIH personnel are 
invited to attend the seminar, 
which is presented by the Intra
mural Scientists of NIH and the 
Division of Public Information. 

For program details, call Jane 
Collins, 496-1766. For parking, 
press kits, and other information, 
call Angela Martin, 496-2536. 

DCRT Shilts to Year-Round Computer 
Training Program; Four Terms Planned 

A major revision is being made to the Computer Center t r aining pro
gram this spring. Beginning in April 1978, the training program will 
be presented on a year-round basis. 

The t raining schedule will con
sist of four 3-month terms as fol
lows: 

Spring April-June 
Summer July-September 
Fall October-December 
Winter January-March 

The brochure, Computer Train
ing Courses and Seminars, which 
was published twice a year, will 
now be published once a year. 

T his annual brochure will con
tain descriptions, prerequisites, 
and nomination procedures for the 
full year. It will also indicate the 
term(s) during which each course 
will be offered, but not the exact 
date and time. 

Term Schedules Sent Se parately 

Four schedules, one for each 
term, will supplement the brochure 
and contain precise information on 
course, date, time, and location. The 
schedule will be mailed approxi
mately 1 month before the start of 
each term. 

The annual brochure will help 
solve two very common user prob
lems. First, it will supply needed 
information to users who must sub
mit annual training plans to their 
agency. 

Second, since the brochure will 
indicate the specific terms a course 
will be offered, users unable to take 
a course in one term will be able 
to plan for the next opportunity. 

Course offerings will still include 
use of the IBM 370, use of the 
DECsysteml0 and specialized semi
nars. 

Due to lack of personnel, it will 
not be possible to offer each course 
more frequently. For example, 
courses such as J CL at NIH-CCB 
and ANS COBOL will continue to 
be offered only twice a year. 

To apply for a course, the pro
spective student should complete 
one of the nomination forms which 
will be found in the annual bro
chure, have the form signed by the 
supervisor and personnel officer, 
and forward it to the DCRT Com-

Dr. Mullan Speaks Jan. 26 
At Info. Training Seminar 

The book entitled White 
Coat, Clenched Fist will be dis
cussed by the author, Dr. Fitz
hugh Mullan, at the next NIH 
Information Training Commit,. 
tee Seminar on Thursday, Jan. 
26, at 9:30 a.m. in Bldg. 31, 
Conference Room 4. 

Dr. Mullan is Dir ector of the 
National Health Service Corps, 
Health Services Administra
tion. 

The seminar is open to every
one interested. 

puter Center Branch Technical In
formation Office. 

Applications for all courses of
fered in a particular term will be 
accepted 1 month prior to the be
ginning of the term. 

F or example, applications should 
be submitted in March for spring 
courses or in June for summer 
courses. A specific application dead
line will be noted in each quarterly 
schedule. 

The new procedure will begin 
with the spring 1978 term. All 
users on the current mailing list 
will receive the brochure and the 
first schedule by March 1. Subse
quent schedules will be mailed by 
June 1, Sept. 1, and Dec. 1. 

Any user's name may be added 
to the mailing list to receive the 
Training Brochure by contacting 
the DCRT Computer Center Tech
nical Information Office, Bldg. 12A, 
Room 1017, telephone (301) 496-
5431. 

Questions concerning the new 
training schedule may be directed 
to the Computer Center Training 
Unit, Bldg. 12A, Room 1031, tele
phone (301) 496-2339. 

Recreation and Welfare Assn. 
Aids PEF, Donates $7,500 

Barbara Murphy, chief of the Clinical 
Center Social Work Departme nt, which 
administers the fu nd. accepts the do
nation from Leon Schwarts, Associate 
Director for Administration ( r I , and 
R&W President Walter Chakwin ( I). 

The NIH R&W Association re
cently presented a check for $7,500 
to the Clinical Center Patient 
Emergency Fund. 

The R& W plans to donate a 
check for this amount every year 
to the fund, which gives emergency 
financial assistance to patients, pro
vides funds for relatives who stay 
near the CC to visit patients, or 
furnishes funds for patients to buy 
small, everyday items that they 
might not otherwise afford. 

Employees are encouraged to 
contribute to t he PEF by sending 
a donation to the CC Social Work 
Department, Bldg. 10, Room 7D63. 
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Dr. Mann Gives Lecture 
Series on Reproduction 

Dr. Thaddeus Mann, an author
ity on reproductive biology and re
productive biochemistry, is present;.. 
ing a six-lecture series r elated to 
these topics. 

NE/ Wins Golden Eagle Award lor Short 
Film on Diabetic Retinopathy T reatmenl 

The series, which began Jan. 11 
and ends Feb. 15, is being held con
secutive Wednesdays at noon in the 
8th floor solar ium of the Clinical 
Center. 

Expert on Semen Biochemistry 
Dr. Mann is director of the Unit 

of Reproductive Physiology and 
Biochemistry, University of Cam
bridge, England. His more than 
200 publications include The Bio
eh,emistry of Semen, the standard 
reference on this topic. 

His current revision of this book 
will include his present studies on 
the biochemistry of semen includ
ing normal and disordered fertility 
in man. 

Dr. Mann will be working with 
the staff of the Endocrinology and 
Reproduction Research Program, 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, as a 
visiting scientist. 

In this scene from the NEI film, ophthalmologist Dr. Frank Myers, gives an eye 
exam to a patient to determine whethe r she is eligible to participate in the 
Diabetic Retinopathy Study. Dr. Myers, who is on the staff of the University 
of Wisconsin department of ophthalmology, also served as a technical advisor 
for the film. 

C.O.'s: It's Open Season Now 
On Hospitali:r:ation Coverage 

The Association of Visiting Fel
lows Group Hospitalization Pro
gram, sponsored by the Foundation 
for Advanced Education in the Sci
ences, will have open season for 
Commissioned Officers and/or their 
dependents from Jan. 24 through 
Feb. 7. Coverage will be effective 
F eb. 1 of this year. 

Any Commissioned Officer lo
cated at an NIH facility who is an 
employee or member of the FAES 
is eligible for coverage. There will 
be a 10-month waiting period dur
ing which the benefits of the Basic 
Coverage are not available for ma
ternity care, sterilizations, tonsil
lectomies and adnoidectomies, and 
pre-existing conditions. 

Applications and premiums are 
due in the FAES insurance office 
by F eb. 7. 

For further information, call 
Nancy Cassity, 496-5272. 

A film produced by the National 
Eye Institute, The Diabetic Retin
opathy Study-A Nationwide Clin
ical Trial, has won the Golden 
Eagle A ward from the Council on 
International Nontheatrical Events 
(CINE). 

Julian M. Morris, chief of NEI's 
Office of Program Planning and 
Scientific Reporting, accepted the 
award on behalf of NEI at CINE's 
20th Annual A wards Luncheon 
held Dec. 20 in Washington, D.C. 

The 13-minute film portrays the 
first 8 months of a patient's par
ticipation in a clinical trial of 
photocoagulation-a treatment for 
diabetic retinopathy, a leading 
cause of blindness in the U.S. 

In 1976, the first report from 
this study showed that photocoagu
lation can significantly reduce the 
risk of blindness from this disease. 

The film uses this study to illus
trate how a multicenter, random
ized clinical trial is conducted, with 
emphasis on procedures which as
sure both objective evaluation of 
treatment results and protection of 
the patient's rights and welfare. 

Each year CINE selects the best 
new American nontheatrical films 

Telephone Tapes Explain Personnel Topics 
A series of short tapes to inform employees about personnel

related topics has been prepared by the Division of Personnel Man
agement. This information is being transmitted via telephone tapes 
on a 24-hour basis. 

Employees interested in any of the topics listed below may dial 
496-4608. 

Topic 
Preparing for a Desk Audit 
Employee Assistance P rogram 
Privacy Act 
Within Grade Increases Based on Work 

Performance (GS Employees) 
Overtime: Paid or Not Paid 
Health and Life Insurance Benefits 

When You Leave Federal Employment 
Classification of Jobs 

Dates 
Jan. 23-Jan. 27 
Jan. 30-Feb. 3 
Feb. 6-Feb. 10 
Feb. 13-Feb. 17 

Feb. 20-Feb. 24 
Feb. 27-March 3 

March 6-March 10 

to represent the U.S. in interna
tional film competitions around the 
world. 

The NEI film was shown at the 
VII International Festival of Red 
Cross and Health Films held in 
Varna, Bulgaria, and the VIII In
ternational Scientific Film Exhibi
tion held in Rio de Janeiro. 

The National Eye Institute film 
is available on a free loan basis 
to health professional groups and 
to general audiences interested in 
diabetic retinopathy and the con
duct of multicenter clinical trials. 

Contributors Listed 
Contributors to the film included: 

producer Julian M. Morris; screen
writers: Morris and Jack Tiffany, 
University of Wisconsin; technical 
advisors: Fred Ederer, chief, NEI 
Office of Biometry and Epidemiol
ogy; Dr. Matthew D. Davis, chair
man, department of ophthalmology, 
University of Wisconsin, Dr. Frank 
Myers, and Lynn Stewart, both 
University of Wisconsin, and Dr. 
Argye Hillis, University of Mary
land; production assistant: Ter
rence Gillen, NEI program plan
ning specialist; director-editor
sound: Sandra W. Bradley, Went
worth Films; camera: Robert Ri
voire, Design Center, Inc. 

Westwood Bldg. Blood Drive 
On Feb. 9 Seeks New Donors 

The Clinical Center Blood Bank 
and the Montgomery County Chap
ter of the American Red Cross will 
hold a blood drive at the Westwood 
Bldg. on Thursday, Feb. 9, from 
9: 30 a.m. to 3: 15 p.m. in Confer
ence Room D. 

The drive is to recruit new donors 
working off the NIH reservation at 
Westwood and at the same time 
give regular blood donors of that 
building the opportunity to donate. 

For further information or an 
appointment, call the CC Blood 
Bank, 496-1048. 

Page 3 

Bladder Cancer Factors 
Will Be Assessed at NCI 
Forum on Wed., Jan. 25 

The next NCI Fourth Wednes
day Forum will be held Jan. 25. 
The meeting, open to all National 
Cancer Institute staff, will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m. in Wilson H all, 
Bldg. 1. 

Dr. Newell 11 Speaker 
Bladder Cancer: A New Assess

ment of Saccharin and Other Fac
tors will be the topic of Dr. Guy R. 
Newell, NCI Deputy Director. 

He will explain the new nation
wide study to be conducted by the 
F ood and Drug Administration and 
NCI on the possible role of sac
charin in causing bladder cancer in 
humans. 

The study also will develop in
formation on other factors that 
may play a role in bladder cancer 
including cyclamates, drinking 
water, cigarette smoking, and occu
pational exposures. 

Discussion Period Planned 
After his presentation, Dr. New

ell-as well as Drs. Richard A. 
Griesemer and Robert N. Hoover 
of NCI's Division of Cancer Cause 
and Prevention- will welcome ques
tions and comments from the audi
ence. 

NCI is sponsoring the monthly 
Forum to foster the exchange of 
information and ideas among its 
staff and others involved in the re
search and control of cancer. 

6RAFnTo-

CLINICAL CENTER 
BLOOD BANK 

Open 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday 
0 0 0 • 6 6 

8 to 11 :30 a.m., 2 to 4 p.m. 
Friday 

• 0 0 0 0 0 

Bldg. 1 OA, Room 1 E33 ; 
496- 1048 
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World Leprosy Day Proclaimed Jan. 29; 
Annual Observance To Focus on Needs 

A proclamation by President Jimmy Carter next Sunday, J an. 29, will 
highlight the 25th annual observance of Wor ld Leprosy Day in the 
United States. World Leprosy Day is an attempt to focus international 
attention on this ancient scourge 
which still is a serious problem in 
many parts of the world. 

In more than 100 countries ob
servation of this special day re
minds the public of the existence of 
the disease, creates a better aware
ness of the needs of leprosy, stimu
lates donation to leprosy research, 
and improves aid to leprosy pa
tients. 

HIAID Supports Research 

Research on leprosy is actively 
supported by the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
Most recently, Drs. Robert Edel
man and Earl Beck of the Institute 
went to India as part of a leprosy 
team at the invitation of the Indian 
Council of Medical Research. 

The purpose of their trip, spon
sored by NIAID and the Fogarty 
International Center, was to de
velop collaborative research proj
ects in leprosy between Indian and 
American scientists. 

N IAID also administers the 
U .S.-J a pan Cooperative Medical 
Science Program which is involved 
in leprosy research. In addition, the 
Institute sponsors studies in other 
institutions and distributes a publi
cation, Leprosy Scientific Memo
randa, to more than 60 investiga
tors. 

The World Health Organization 
estimates that as many as 11 to 12 
million persons suffer from leprosy 
today with little fluctuation over 
the past 10 to 15 years. 

The disease is most prevalent in 
Africa and parts of Asia. In this 
country, leprosy is known to affect 
approximately 2,000 persons, usu
ally in the Florida, Louisiana, 
Texas, and California areas. 

Leprosy is primarily a disease 
of the skin and of the nerves near 
the skin. It is caused by Mycobac-

terium leprae, a bacterium which 
cannot yet be cultured in the lab
orator y. 

There are two major types of 
leprosy-lepromatous and tubercu
loid. Lepromatous leprosy is char
acterized by skin lesions which ap
pear over most of the body. The 
skin on the forehand and face 
thickens with natural lines becom
ing exaggerated. Hair loss also re
sults from spread of the disease 
around hair follicles. 

In tuberculoid leprosy, loss of 
feeling in fingers or toes is a fre
quent early sign. Nerve involve
ment in this type of leprosy can 
lead to subsequent damage to skin, 
muscles, and bone. 

Contrary to popular belief, lep
rosy is only mildly contagious. Al
though the mode of transmission 
is not definitely known, many ex
perts believe the disease is trans
mitted to a susceptible individual 
by direct skin-to-skin contact with 
a person who has an unt reated in
fection. 

Can Now Test Drugs in Mice 

In recent years, NIAID-supported 
researchers have shown that M. 
leprae multiplies when injected in 
the footpads of mice. This finding 
has permitted the testing of new 
drugs in animals. 

One effective drug, DDS (dap
sone), has been available for sev
eral decades, but treatment must 
be continued for many years to ar
rest the disease completely, espe
cially in severe cases. 

Although the ability to grow M. 
leprae in footpads of mice repre
sents an advance, scientists still 
need a laboratory animal in which 
the disease itself can be induced. 

In 1969, investigators discovered 
that the nine-banded armadillo, the 

L to r: this man has Lepromatous leprosy. He shows thickening of the facial 

tissues and Ion of e yebrows. He also has lesions of the whites of his eyes. An 

arm and hand show loss of nerve function due to leprosy. Next, a sulfone 

resistant leprosy cue in Chin1leput. The lesion in the crea■ea of the back-

STEP Module Deadline 
For Politics Of Health 
Ex tended to Feb. 15 

The deadline for the STEP mod
ule to be held April 5-7 has been 
extended from F eb. 1 to F eb. 15. 
Persons interested in participating 
in this module should forward their 
application, NIH-2245, to the Spe
cial Programs Office, Bldg. 1, Room 
314. 

This module has been designed 
for program and administrative 
staff to provide an understanding 
of the political realities that under
lie national health programs, poli
cies, and legislation. 

Emphasis will be on health-re
lated events, chiefly as they reflect 
political processes rather than in 
terms of their intrinsic content. 

The Politics of Health module 
was held for the first time last 
year. Much of its success was cred
ited to the selection of speakers. 

Richard Rettig, one of last year 's 
speakers and author of Cancer Cru
sade: The Story of the National 
Cancer Act of 1971, has agreed to 
return. 

Mr. Rettig's return, along with 
the Honorable Wilbur Cohen, for
mer HEW Secretary; Dr. John 
Sherman, former NIH Deputy Di
rector; John Grupenhoff, former 
HEW Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Legslation; and Colin Blaydon, 
professor of policy sciences at Duke 
University, promises to improve 
this year's module. 

only armadillo species native to the 
U.S., is susceptible to generalized 
infection after being inoculated 
with M. leprae from human tissue. 

NIAID is supporting fur ther 
studies on leprosy in armadillos in 
hope that the large quantities of 
human M.. leprae organisms needed 
for leprosy research can be culti
vated in this animal model system. 

The U.S.-Japan Cooperative Med
ical Science program also supports 
researchers carrying out studies on 
the chemistry and metabolism of 

USDA Graduate School's 
Spring Quarter Courses 
Sch&dule Now Available 

The Graduate School, USDA's 
schedule of 1978 Spring Quarter 
Courses is now available. 

Hundreds of courses to improve 
job performance are offered during 
the day, in the evening, and by 
correspondence. 

Spring course offerings include 
Government Communications, Im
proving Reading Ability, News
writing, Government Report and 
Letter Writing, P rinciples of Li
brary Organization, Cobol Pr0-
gramming, Exhibit Design and 
Fabrication, and Principles of Edit
ing and Their Application. 

Also, Federal Government Ac
counting, Management by Objec
tives, Federal Contracting, Intr0-
ductory Statistics, Federal Person
nel Procedures, Typing, Gregg 
Shorthand, and more. 

New courses include Residential 
Solar Systems Design, Art of Black 
Africa, Library Technician Up
date, Managing Personal Finances, 
and a graphic arts course titled 
Design Assemblage. 

Leisure courses range from 
painting and sketching to pottery, 
and leaded stained glass. 

Mail registration now in prog
ress ends March 3. 

In-person registration will be 
held March 20-25 for classes be
ginning March 27, ending June 5. 

F or information and a schedule 
of 1978 Spring Quarter Courses, 
contact the N IH training office; 
visit Room 1031, South Agriculture 
Bldg.; or call 447-4419. 

the organism in the belief that this 
will be helpful in designing suit
able methods for cultivation. 

Scientists observed some time ago 
that response to infection varies 
among individuals. Studies of the 
immunologic aspects of leprosy of
fer unusual promise for under
standing not only leprosy, but other 
diseases involving delayed hyper
sensitivity, such as tuberculosis. 

a condition rarely seen in leprosy dermatitis-indicates an advanced stage of 
illness. At the women's leprosy ward in Chingleput the women have a variety 
of orthopedic problems secondary to their underlying illness due to loss of pain 
sensation and ulcerations in their feet and hands. These photographs were 
taken by Dr. Edelman while in India. 
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Rev. Jesse Jackson Speaks at PUS Program Jan.13 Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

A capacity audience filled the Masur Auditorium on Friday, Jan. 13, 
to commemorate the birthday of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
J r., who, if he were alive, would have been 49 years of age on Jan. 15. 

HEW Secretary Joseph Califano authorized liberal administrative leave 
so that employees could attend official programs, stating that ... "In 
view of this Department's commit-
ment toward improving the quality behalf of the Senator, who died 
of life for all Americans, we at later that day. 
HEW have a special reason for 
commemorating Dr. King's life." 

Ors. Richmond, Malone Speak 

Cornelius A. King served as host 
for the program, which included 
welcoming remarks by Dr. Thomas 
E. Malone, NIH Deputy Director, 
who noted that he had been a class
mate of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Dr. Julius B. Richmond, HEW 
Assistant Secretary for Health, 
also addressed the audience at the 
PHS-sponsored program, empha
sizing the need to make health care 
equally available for all Ameri
cans. 

Several musical selections were 
sung by members of the PHS 
Choir, Phillip Brooks read an Ode 
to Martin Luther King, and the 
audience participated in a Litany 
of Commemoration. 

Award Recognises Senator Humphrey 

Margaret I . Bell, general chair
person of the Commemorative Com
mittee, presented the Martin Lu
ther King, Jr., Award to The Hon
orable Hubert H. Humphrey. Ofield 
Dukes, a long-time associate of the 
Senator, accepted the award on 

The citation stated, in part, "As 
Mayor of Minneapolis, he initiated 
the first municipal fair employment 
practices ordinance in the nation 
and one of the first human rights 
councils . . . he led a successful 
fight to include a civil rights plank 
in the platform at the 1948 Demo
cratic National Convention .... As 
former Vice P resident, he helped 
coordinate and implement the Fed
eral Government's responsibilities 
in the areas of civil rights and 
poverty. Senator Humphrey has 
introduced more social legislation 
on behalf of the poor than anyone 
else on Capitol Hill since the 
1940's." 

Rev. jackson Cives Keynote Address 

Mattie K. Wright, Director of 
the PHS Office of Equal Employ
ment Opportunity Office, introduced 
the keynote speaker, the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, National President 
of Operation PUSH. 

Rev. Jackson described Dr. King's 
initiative and unflagging energy in 
working to achieve equality for all 
and urged that people celebrate Dr. 
King's birthday in a way he would 
have wanted and an appropriate 

way-by dedicating themselves and 
their energy to achievement of his 
goals. 

He described most people as be
ing interested in other people's 
actions or in things and places. 
Rarer, he said, are the people like 
Dr. King who are interested in 
ideas. 

Insight, Responsibility Needed 

Although insight is commend
able, he said, one must then take 
on the responsibility and self
discipline of working to achieve the 
goals one has and the insight to 
see ahead. 

May Reach Coals, Challenges 

While moving up and moving in 
to achieve these goals may be a 
long and challenging task because 
"we've got a Jot to overcome and a 
lot of catching up to do," Rev. 
Jackson stated, with strategy, style, 
and patience, with security and 
emotional stability within our
selves, and by making the neces
sar y sacrifices of self-discipline
all as shown in Dr. King's life
these new challenges and goals 
may be achieved. 

Whatever practical people may 
say, this world is, after all, abso
lutely governed by ideas, and very 
often by the wildest and most hypo
thetical ideas.- Thoma.a Huxley 

How Important Are YOU? 
Xvxn though our typxwritxr is 

an old modxl, it works quitx wxll 
xxcxpt for onx kxy. It is trux that 
thxrx arx forty kxys that function 
wxll xnough, but just onx kxy not 
working makxs thx diffxrxncx. 

Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that 
somx groups arx somxwhat likx 
this typxwritxr. NOT ALL THX 
PXOPLX ARX DOING THXIR 
PART. 

You may say to yoursxlf, "Wxll, 
I am only onx pxrson. I won't 
makx or brxak a program." But it 
doxs makx a djffxrxncx bxcausx 
for a group to bx xffxctivx rxquirxs 
thx participation of xvxry pxrson. 

So, thx nxxt timx you think you 
arx only onx pxrson and that your 
xfforts arx not nxxdxd, rxmxmbxr 
our typxwritxr and say to your
sxlf, "I am a KXY PXRSON in 
this group and I AM NXXDXD 
VXRY MUCH." 
-(Discovered in the files of the 
Lipid Research Clinic, The Johns 
Hopkins University.) 

Do You Think Nobody Listens? 
Cal I 496-2738 

Employee Assistance Program 

When you have eliminated the 
impossible, whatever remains, how
ever improbable, must be the truth. 
- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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CC's Medicine for layman Series Ends; 
Series Will Be Offered Again Next Fall 

NIH Visiting Scientists Program Participants 

Je rry Hecht (r) directs cameraman Richard Wray in videotaping the series. 

The Clinical Center's health series, Medicine for the Layman, con
cluded its 12-week program Dec. 13 with a talk on Cancer Treatment 
by Dr. Vincent DeVita, director of the Division of Cancer Treatment, 
National Cancer Institute. 

The lecture series, which began 
as an experiment to inform the 
Greater Washington community on 
health topics and body functions, 
was enthusiastically received by 
the lay audience. 

Attendance for the entire series 
was high, and for several lectures 
capacity crowds filled the Masur 
Auditorium. 

The speakers' special efforts to 
tailor their presentations to a lay 
audience made the lectures enter
taining as well as informative. 

Use Craphic Film Illustrations 

The presenters worked closely 
with local artists to develop clear 
graphic inter pretat ions of t heir 
ideas or used film segments to il
lustrate, often dramatically, body 
functions or research advances. 

Topics covered included fertility, 
aging, the brain, the heart, the 
lungs, obesity, cancer, and immu
nity. Literature on each subject 
was collected from Institute infor-

Margaret B. Hamlin Dies; 
Worked at NIH for 17 Years 

Margaret Bartlett Hamlin, an 
employee with the Division of Re
search Grants, died of circulatory 
problems on Dec. 30 at Suburban 
Hospital. 

A native of Kentucky, she at,. 
tended schools in Connecticut be
fore coming to the Washington 
area 35 years ago. She had worked 
at NIH for the past 17 years. 

She leaves her sister, Katherine 
Bartlett of Silver Spring; two sons, 
Frederic Jr., of Santa Barbara, 
Calif., and David Meriweather of 
Evanston, Ill. ; and three gr and
children. 

mation offices and voluntary health 
agencies, and distributed before 
each lecture. 

Plans are under way to develop 
pamphlets on each topic. In addi
tion, camera crews from NIH's 
Audiovisual Section, DAS, as well 
as the CC's TV Engineering Sec
tion, were on hand to capture on 
video tape the lectures and ques
tion-and-answer-periods following 
each lecture. 

The Audiovisual Branch, OC, co
ordinated the production. 

The edited tapes wi ll be made 
available to community organiza
tions and school systems. 

The series--conceived by CC Di
rector Dr. Mort imer B. Lipsett and 
coordinated by the CC Office of 
Clinical Reports and Inquiries
will be offered to the public again 
next fall. 

12/27-Dr. Alessandra Va resio, 
Italy, Division of Virology. Spon
sor: Dr. Elaine Esber, Bureau of 
Biologics, Bg. 29A, Rm. 2A21. 

12/27- Dr. Hir oshi Yoshida, J a
pan, Division of Bacterial Prod
uct s. Sponsor: Dr. Michael Barile, 
Bureau of Biologics, Bg. 29, Rm. 
424. 

1/ 1- Dr. Hans G. Caprar o, Ger
many, Laboratory of Chemistry. 
Sponsor : Dr. Arnold Brossi, 
NIAMDD, Bg. 4, Rm. 139. 

1/1-Dr. Edmund Lui, Canada, 
Laboratory of Environmental Tox
icology. Sponsor : Dr. George Lu
cier, NIEHS, Research Triangle 
Park, N.C. 

Comes From Italy 
1/1- Dr. Fausta Omodeo Sale, 

Italy, Developmental and Met abolic 
Neurology Branch. Sponsor: Dr. 
Peter Fishman, NINCDS, Bg. 10, 
Rm. 3D03. 

1/1-Dr. Michael Parniak, Can
ada, Laboratory of Neurochemis
try. Sponsor: Dr. Seymour Kauf
man, NIMH, Bg. 36, Rm. 3D30. 

1/3-Dr. Robert U. Bennett, 
United States, Arthritis and Rheu
matism Branch. Sponsor: Dr. Paul 
H. Plotz, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 
9N210. 

1/ 3- Dr. Michael F. Cole, United 
Kingdom, National Caries Pro
gram. Sponsor: Dr. William Bow
en, NIDR, Auburn Building, Rm. 
125. 

1/3-Dr. Howard J. Goren, Can
ada, Diabetes Branch. Sponsor: Dr. 
Jesse Roth, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 
8N238. 

Dr. Axelrod Is Sponsor 
1/3-Dr. Fusao Hirata, Japan, 

Laboratory of Clinical Science. 
Sponsor: Dr. J ulius Axelrod, 
NIMH, Bg. 10, Rm. 2D42. 

1/ 3-Dr. Lutza Yanko, Israel, 
Office of Biometry and Epidemiol
ogy. Sponsor : Fred Ederer, NET, 
Bg. 31, Rm. 6A10. 

Memorial services were held on 
Jan. 10 at the Cedar Lane Uni
t arian Church. 

Capacity crowds filled the Masur Auditorium Tuesday evenings last fall to hear 
scientists speak about Medicine for the uym•n. 

1/ 4-Dr. Vittorio Avvedimento, 
Italy, Laboratory of Molecular Bi
ology. Sponsor. Dr. Benoit de 
Crombrugghe, NCI, Bg. 37, Rm. 
2026. 

1/ 4-Dr. James T. Russell, India, 
Behavior al Biology Branch. Spon
sor: Dr. Harold Gainer, NICHD, 
Bg. 36, Rm. 3B05. 

Visits From Japan 
1/5-Dr. Masahide Munemura, 

J apan, Experimental Therapeutics 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. Donald B. 
Caine, NINCDS, Bg. 10, Rm. 6016. 

1/5-Dr. Wilson J. Yasaka, Bra
zil, Laboratory of Chemical P har
macology. Sponsor: Dr. Harriet 
Maling, NCI, Bg. 10, Rm. 8Nl18. 

1/10-Dr. Nesko Neskovic, Yugo
slavia, Laboratory of Experimental 
Toxicology. Sponsor: Dr. Robert 
Dixon, NIEHS, Research Triangle 
Park, N.C. 

HEW REPORT 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ronmental data collection, for es
tablishing models of potential en
vironmental impact, and for moni
toring effects. 

The Committee's report also iden
tified six major areas requiring 
further investigation in order for 
the Nation to minimize undesirable 
consequences of increased coal use 
now and in the future. 

The Committee recommended t hat 
increased research efforts should be 
directed at: 

- understanding the transport, 
transformation, and health effects 
of air pollutants; 

-evaluating health and safety 
standard~ for coal mine workers; 

-studying the global effects of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere; 

- verifying the cause and effect 
of pollution which falls to earth 
(acid rain) and affects wildlife and 
agriculture; 

-studying the run-off of toxic 
trace elements from coal residues; 

-determining the feasibility of 
reclaiming acid land. 

Califano Invites Comments 
Secretary Califano invited the 

public to consider and comment on 
the Committee's report. 

Copies can be obtained by con
tacting: Alan Fry, Energy Re
sources Company, 1701 K Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, 
(202) 452-9222. Mr. Fry served as 
executive secretary to the Com
mittee under a contract from 
NIEHS. 

All comments should be submitted 
to t he Executive Secretary, De
partment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, 200 Independence Ave., 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20201, by 
Apr il 17. 

Every man's affairs, however 
little, are important to himself.
Samuel Johmon 
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Dr. Ismael Almodovar, former heahh 
scientist administrator in DRR's Mi
nority Biomedical Support Program, 
has been appointed president of the 
Univenity of Puerto Rico. Dr. Almo
dovar served at NIH during FY 1975 
under the Intergovernmental Personnel 
Assignment program. He has done ex
tensive research in nuclear and ana
lytical chemistry and has also acted as 
a consultant for NIH and the National 
Science Foundation. 

Researchers To Analyze 
Role of Papovaviruses 
At lnternat' I Symposium 

Research scientists from nine 
countries will participate in an In
ternational Symposium on Papova
viruses and Their Role in Cell 
Transformation and Oncogenesis 
on Feb. 1-3 in Bldg. 1, Wilson Hall. 

The family Papovavfridae consti
tutes a group of viruses important 
not only as highly manageable 
models of viral oncogenesis, but 
also as pathogenic agents. 

At this Symposium the scientists 
will analyze the large body of new 
information on these viruses gath
ered in many laboratories in this 
country and abroad over the last 
few years. 

Sponsoring the Symposium are 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, National 
Cancer Institute, National Institute 
of General Medical Sciences, and 
the Fogarty International Center. 

Dr. Norman P. Salzman, chief of 
the Laboratory of Viruses, NIAID, 
and Dr. Roger Monier, Fogarty 
Scholar-in-Residence, are organiz
ing the Symposium. 

Present Molecular Studies 
Dr. Salzman's laboratory has 

carried out molecular studies with 
cultured animal cells and viruses. 

His past studies dealt with pox
virus replication and the purifica
tion and fractionation of metaphase 
chromosomes. More recently, he has 
studied SV40 DNA replication and 
regulation of SV 40 transcription. 

Dr. Monier comes from Paris, 
where he is Director of the Insti
tute for Scientific Studies on Can-
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DR. PERRY 
(Continued from Page 1) 

sation of Injured Research Sub
jects. 

He also had primary responsi
bility for arranging the NIH/NCI 
consensus development meeting on 
breast cancer screening in Septem
ber 1977. 

The meeting, which considered 
the use of mammography and other 
modalities for routine breast can
cer screening of apparently healthy 
women, was the first formal NIH 
consensus development conference. 

From 1965 to 1971 Dr. Perry 
served in the NCI Chemotherapy 
Program as, successively, chief of 
the Medicine Branch, chief of the 
Human Tumor Cell Biology 
Branch, and associate scientific di
rector for Clinical Trials. 

In 1971 he was named associate 
director of programs in the Divi
sion of Cancer Treatment, subse
quently serving as deputy director 
in 1973-74 and as acting director 
from June to October 1974 before 
his appointment as Special Assist
ant to the Director, N IH. 

Dr. Perry will continue as chair
man of the NIH Nutrition Com
mittee and as chairman of the re
cently convened Ad Hoc Inter
agency Committee on the Medical 
Uses of Heroin and Marijuana. 

The latter Committee was estab
lished to make recommendations 
concerning research in the possible 
therapeutic applications of these 
and related drugs in the so-called 
"dangerous" category. 

In his new position as NIH As
sociate Director for Medical Ap
plications of Research, Dr. Perry 
will be responsible for coordinating 
NIH activities to improve the proc
essing of new research knowledge 
across the interface between bio
medical research and the health 
care delivery system. NIH will act 
as a catalyst in developing techni
cal consensus about new findings. 

This new responsibility of NIH 
reflects concerns about the prema
ture transfer of new research 
knowledge and the inappropriate 
application or misuse of new tech
nologies in health care. 

cer of the French National Scien
tific Research Center. He is also 
professor of biochemistry in the 
University of Paris. 

Prior to assuming his present 
posts, Dr. Monier was professor of 
biochemistry at the University of 
AiJc-Marseilles, and Associate Di
rector of the Center for Biochem
istry and Molecular Biology of the 
CNRS in Marseilles. 

For 2 years he was a Rockefeller 
Fellow at Harvard where he 
worked with Dr. Paul Zamecnik on 
the purification of transfer RNA. 

Subsequently, he has made sig
nificant contributions to knowledge 
of ribosomal assembly and genetic 
translation. 

Professor Monier is currently in-

Dr. Varma ( I ) recei"es the award from Dr. Jules Stein (r), RPB chairman, and 
Mr. Friedkin. 

Dr. Shambhu D. Varma, a former visiting scientist at the National 
Eye Institute, has received the $25,000 Research to Prevent Blindness
William Friedkin Scholars Award for discovering that the formation of 
diabetic cataracts in animals can be effectively delayed by compounds 
which inhibit the enzyme aldose 
reductase. 

Dr. Varma-currently director 
of ophthalmic research at the Uni
versity of Maryland School of 
medicine in Baltimore----eonducted 
the research that led to this award 
at NEl's Laboratory of Vision Re
search during 1972-76. 

His studies demonstrated that 
flavonoids delay the formation of 
"sugar" cataracts in rodents by in
hibiting the activity of aldose re
ductase, the enzyme which triggers 
the development of these cataracts. 

This was the first time experi
mentally-induced diabetic cataract 
had been delayed in animals with
out reducing the level of blood 
sugar. 

Because diabetes may increase 
the risk of human cataract, NEI is 
now planning preliminary clinical 
tests to determine whether inhibi
tors of aldose reductase have any 
potential in delaying cataracts in 
people with diabetes. 

Flavonoids, found in citrus rind 
and certain flower pigments, are 
one of several types of compounds 
which are known to inhibit aldose 
reductase. 

Using the molecuJar structure of 
flavonoids as a model, Dr. Varma 
and his associates are continuing 
to screen compounds for more po
tent, nontoxic, easily absorbable, 
and clinically effective inhibitors of 

terested in the structure of viral 
DNA and in particular, the struc
ture of Simian Virus 40 DNA. 

He was appointed a Fogarty 
Scholar in 1976 and returned in 
1977. 

For further information, call 
Toby Levin, FIC, 496-2516. 

aldose reductase. They have al
ready identified inhibitors which 
are even more potent than flavo
noids. 

Since aldose reductase is present 
in cells of the retina, kidney, and 
peripheral nerves, and they are also 
adversely affected by diabetes, Dr. 
Varma plans to study the effects of 
aldose reductase inhibitors on these 
tissues from animals and humans. 

In the late stages of diabetes 
there is a breakdown in the tiny 
blood vessels in various parts of 
the body. 

Although the cause of these 
changes is unknown, laboratory 
studies are in progress to deter
mine if aldose reductase, activated 
by high blood sugar, may be in
volved in the degeneration of the 
blood vessel walls. 

When this condition affects the 
blood vessels of the retina, it is 
known as diabetic retinopathy-a 
leading cause of blindness in the 
U.S. 

However, only extensive labora
tory and clinical tests will enable 
scientists to determine whether al
dose reductase inhibitors have a 
potential role in the treatment of 
such disorders. 

The $25,000 Research to Prevent 
Blindness, Inc. Award was pre
sented to Dr. Varma by Dr. Jules 
Stein, founder and chairman of the 
organization, a nd film director Wil
liam Friedkin at RPB's offices in 
New York City. 

RPB is a leading source of pri
vate support for vision research. 
During the past 18 years, it has 
provided more than $30 million for 
eye research to 50 medical institu
tions throughout the U.S. 
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Stanley Oliver Retires; 
Took Role in Developing 
Procedures as NIH Grew 

Stanley W. Oliver, chief of t he 
Plant Engineering Branch, Divi
sion of Engineering Services, r e
tired last month after complet ing 
37 years of Federal service, 20 of 
t hem at NI H. 

First Worked for Navy 
In 1958, Mr. Oliver came to PEB 

from the Naval Ordnance Labora
tory at White Oak, Md. Prior to 
corning to the east coast, he had 
served for many years as a general 
engineer at the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard in Bremerton, Wash. 

During his early career with the 
Division of Engineering Services, 
Mr. Oliver played a major role in 
developing Division policies and 
procedures at a time when NIH 
was experiencing growing pains. 

He was concerned with imple
mentation of Executive Order 
11491, dealing with Labor-Manage
ment Relations in Federal Service, 
and was a member of the first NIH 
Labor-Management Advisory Com
mittee. 

Mr. Oliver participated in early 
training sessions to implement the 

Executive Order, and was chief ne
gotiator for several of the origin a I 
union contracts here at NIH. He 
also served as management's repre
sentative in many grievance and 
adverse action hearings. 

Active in supporting NIH Up
ward Mobility Programs, Mr. Oli
ver served on the Upward Mobility 
Advisory Committee since its in
ception. 

In addition, he was the DES 
suggestion coordinator for many 
years, contributing to the success 
of the Suggestion Program. 

Raised Distilled Water Quality 
He was instrumental in raising 

the quality of centrally distributed 
single-effect distilled water from a 
marginally acceptable product to a 
superior product that probably is 
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Soviet Visitors at GRC Discuss Health, 
Activity, Adaptability of the Long-Lived 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING 

Pausing for a moment during their tour with their hosts at the CRC-Drs. 
Creulich (c. rear ) and Shock (far r)-are ( I to r) Dr. Voronov, Ms. Rubin, 
and Drs. Ko:i:lov, Smirnova, Be net , Dalakishvili, and Zubov. 

Five USSR anthropologists/gerontologists recently got a first hand 
look at aging research in the U.S. when they spent a day at the National 
Institute on Aging's Gerontology Research Center. 

In the morning they heard GRC 
scientists describe NIA objectives 
and current projects of the Balti
more center. The group was par
ticularly interested in the Balti
more Longitudinal Study of Aging. 

Briefing the Soviet group were: 
Dr. Richard C. Greulich, NIA sci
entific director and GRC director; 
Dr. Nathan W. Shock, NIH scien
tist emeritus; Dr. Reubin Andres, 
NIA clinical director; and Arthur 
Norris, head of the Human Per
formance Section, Clinical Physiol
ogy Branch, NIA. 

In the afternoon the Soviet sci
entists discussed their research. 

Emphasi.se Variables 

Delegation leader, Dr. Alexandr 
Zubov of the Institute of Ethnogra
phy, USSR Academy of Sciences, 
discussed the Soviet Union's inter
est in longevity studies, which, he 
said, was stimulated by Dr. Sula 
Benet of the Research Institute for 
the Study of Man, sponsor of the 
USSR scientists' tour. 

Their research includes the study 
of biological and physiological fac
tors of the aging process and adds 
emphasis on the socioeconomic and 
demographic variables that may 
contribute to people being long
lived. 

Dr. Zubov expects that their ex
panding studies eventually will in
volve collaboration wtih the NIA 

one of the best produced anywhere 
in the world. 

and other institutions in t he U.S. 
Dr. S. Dalakishvili, head of the 

Gerontology Section, Institute of 
Experimental Morphology, Geor
gian SSR Academy of Sciences, 
talked about the long-living popu
lation in his state. 

There are only 5 million people 
in the Georgian SSR, but some 
14,000 of whom can be verified as 
being aged 90 years or older. Of 
this group, 11,000 are women and 
3,000 are men. 

The study of the health and per
formance of people beyond age 60, 
the normal retirement age in the 
USSR, is very important, Dr. Dala
kishvili said. There are now some 
36 million people in this age group 
in the Soviet Union. 

Many retirees there, as in Amer 
ica, experience great difficulty in 
adapting to their new lifestyle. 
The government is trying to in
volve these individuals in more so
cietal activities. 

However, the Soviet researcher 
said, the problem remains geronto
logical in nature, because a deter
mination must be made as to how 
much work or stress people in this 
age group can handle. 

A comprehensive medical, psy
chological, and laboratory study of 
594 subjects over age 60 years, 
showed that 83 percent could re
main in certain professional or 
specialty jobs under modified work 
conditions. 

The most interesting fact was 
that 72 percent of those certified as 
capable of remaining in the work 
force expressed an interest in doing 
so. 

Other Soviet visitors were: Drs. 
Victor Kozlov, Yaroslava Smirnova, 
and Andrei Voronov, all senior re
search fellows at the Institute of 
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Dr. Forman of NICHD 
Named an Outstanding 
Young American Woman 

Dr. Michele R. For man has been 
selected as an Outstanding Young 
Woman of America for 1977. Dr. 
F orman is an epidemiologist for 
the Epidemiology and Biometry 
Research Program, National Insti
tute of Child Health and Human 
Development. 

The award was presented in r ec
ognition of outstanding educational 
and professional achievements and 
community service. Her accom
plishments will be recorded in the 
book, Outstanding Young Women 
of America, published annually by 
Outstanding Young Women of 
America. 

Dr. Forman received her Ph.D., 
M.S.P.H., and M.A. degrees from 
the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, in 1977, 1974, and 
1975 respectively. 

A PHS grant, awarded in 1975, 
allowed her to conduct research on 
social changes in the family and 
children's blood pressure at the In
stitute for Social Science Research, 
UNC. While at UNC, she also in
vestigated lung cancer mortality 
and various aspects of hyperten
sion. 

Studies Breast Feeding Factors 
Since joining NICHD in 1976, 

she has studied the frequency of 
and factors associated with breast 
feeding in the U.S. 

Dr. Forman is a member of nu
merous professional societies, in
cluding the Society for Epidemio
logic Research and the American 
Public Health Association. 

Dr. Forman has lectured on environ
mental e pide miology and medical an
thropology at U NC. After receiving 
her doctorate she taught applied epi
demiology at Ceorge Washington Uni
versity Medical School. 

Ethnography, USSR Academy of 
Sciences. 

They were accompanied by Vera 
Rubin, Director, Research Institute 
for the Study of Man, New York 
City; Pamela Stanbury, her assist
ant; Dr. Benet; and an interpreter. 

Past and present fellow employ
ees from NIH and HEW recently 
attended a farewell reception in 
his honor. Asked about his retire
ment, Mr. Oliver indicated that, 
having spent 20 years taking care 
of maintenance at NIH, he now 
plans to spend his time taking care 
of maintenance at home. * U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978-241-163/9 


