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Dr. Whitescarver To Be 
NIAID Special Liaison 

Dr. Whitescarver joined NIH in 1977 
as a Crants Associate. 

Dr. Jack E. Whitescarver re
cently has been named special as
sistant to Dr. Richard M. Krause, 
Director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

Dr. Whitescarver will act as the 
Director's liaison with professional 
societies and voluntary health orga
nizations concerned with NIAID's 
programs, encouraging cooperation 
and mutual understanding. 

Re will provide staff support to 
Dr. Krause in activities related to 
HEW health research planning and 
will assist the deputy director in 
coordinating Institute programs. 
Dr. Whitescarver will also work 
closely wit h the NIAID Advisory 
Council and Advisory Committees. 

Research Interests Noted 
Born in P alestine, Tex., Dr. 

Whitescarver· attended Sam Hous
ton State University in Huntsville, 
Tex., where he received an M.S. in 
biology. He was awarded a Ph.D. in 
biomedical science in 1974 by the 
College of Medicine and Dentistry 
of the New Jersey Medical School, 
Newark. 

Prior to 1977, Dr. Whitescarver 
was associated with the Harvard 
University School of Public Health, 
department of microbiology, as a 
research fellow and then research 
associate in micr obiology. His 
major research interests have in
cluded the study of tissue cult ure 
and virology relating to cancer re
search, and, more recently, the 
morphology and immunology of 
rickettsiae. 

As a Grants Associate, Dr. 

Federal Court Decides 
Release of Grantee Data 
Is Not Required by FOIA 

A Federal appellate court has 
ruled that a group of physic.ians 
cannot use the Freedom of Infor
mation Act (FOIA) to force release 
of raw data that is in the hands of 
certain N IH grantees. The U .S. 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia, in a 2-1 split decision 
in the Forsham v. Califano case, 
thus affirmed a lower court decision. 

Three physicians-specialists in 
the treatment of diabetes- had 
sued for themselves and for the 
Committee on the Care of the Dia
betic, an association of 178 physi
cians. They sought raw data gath
ered under the University Group 
Diabetes Program (UGDP) . This 
is a study funded by 13 NIH grants 
administered by the National Insti
tute of Arthritis, Metabolism, and 
Digestive Diseases. 

The physicians had asked for 
forms that scientists at universities 
had sent to the coordinating center 
at the University of Maryland. 
They also wanted computer tapes 
and programs on the basis of which 
the data were analyzed. Particular 
documents that they wanted in
cluded observations on more "than 
1,000 diabetic patients, who were 
monitored for 5 to 8 years. 

The court held that the raw data 
were not "agency records" and 
therefore were not subject to the 
FOIA. The judges in the majority 
emphasized the autonomy of the 
grantees and the absence of control 
by the Government. 

They indicated they might h ave 
found differently had such control 
existed or if NIH had used the 
grants as a subterfuge to avoid the 
FOIA. 

Whitescarver had the opportunity 
to work in many different areas of 
administration and program plan
ning. He participated in the P r e
vention Task Force of the Office of 
Assistant Secretary of Health, 
HEW, and assisted in developing 
NIH inputs for the Secretary's Pre
vention Initiative. He also partici
pated in drafting guidelines for the 
National Health P olicy. 

Dr. Whitl!scarver is a member of 
the Tissu e Cult ure Association as 
well as the American Society for 
Microbiology. 

Proposed Revised Guidelines To Control 
Recombinant DNA Research Published 

NIH has pr oposed revised guidelines to control NIH-funded research 
on recombinant DN A, HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr., an
nounced on July 28, when the proposed r evision appeared in the Federal 
Register. 

"I recognize t he extraordinarily 
difficult challenge that sensitive but 
effect ive regulation in this field 
poses for NIH, for the research 
community, and for the concerned 
public," Secretary Califano said. 

The Secretary indicated that be
fore the revised guidelines become 

Dr. Milo Leavitt Named 
NIA Director's Assistant 
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Re cogni.zed professionally for his In
ternational stature in the biomedical 
sciences and for his knowledge of in
te rnational health research policies , 
Dr. Leavitt will advise national and 
international organizations on re 
search, geriatric: medicine, and nurs
ing. 

Dr. Milo D. Leavitt, Jr., former 
Director of the Fogarty Interna
tional Center, has been named as
sistant to the Director for Medical 
Program Development and Evalua
tion, National Institute on Aging. 

Dr. Leavitt holds a B.A. degree 
from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1938; an M.D. from the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania in 1940; an 
M.S. degree from the University of 
Minnesota in 1948; and an M.P.H. 
degree from Harvard U. in 1959. 

Dr. Leavitt has served as head 
of the Special International Pro
grams Section of the Office of In
ternational Research, NIH, and a s 
Deputy Assistant Secreta ry for Sci-

(See DR. LE AVI TT, Page 7) 

effective, he will have all public 
comments reviewed by a high level 
Department committee, which will 
also hold a public hearing on the 
issue Sept. 15, in the Washington, 
D.C. area. The final revised guide
lines will be issued promptly fol
lowing the hearing and the end of 
the comment period. 

Deoxy1·ibonucleic acid, known as 
DNA, is the material which deter
mines the hereditary characteris
tics of all living cells. Recombinant 
DNA molecules contain segments 
of DNA from unrelated organisms 
which have been combined in the 
test tube. Genetic recombination it
self, other than what is 1·eferred to 
as recombinant DNA, occurs in 
nature. 

The research techniques used to 
produce recombinant DNA mole
cules have a remarkable potential 
for furthering the understanding 
of fundamental biochemical proc
esses in cells of lower and highe1· 
organisms, and promise to revolu
tionize molecular biology. 

As proposed, the NIH guidelines 
would exempt five classes of re
combinant DNA experiments now 
known to be safe, p r ovide a way 
to remove others upon proof of 
their saf ety, and place primary re
sponsibility for assuring compli
ance on institutions where the re
search is done. 

The present ban would continue, 
however, on recombinant DNA re
search now considered high risk, 
and institutions would still be re
quired to seek NIH approval be
fore initiating projects or chang
ing the conditions of certain ex
periments. 
Includes Private Industry 

Also, for the first time, provi
sions will be made for private in
dustry to register its recombinant 
DNA activities with NIH. 

Dr . Donald S. Fredrickson, NIH 
Director, observed : 

"Five years have passed since 
concerns were first raised about 
the hypothetica l hazards of labora
tory experiments with recombinant 
DNA. Thousands of these experi-

(See GUIDELINES Page 6) 
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TRAINING TIPS 
The Executive and Management 

Branch is sponsoring the following 
courses at NIH in the next 2 
months: 
Supervisory 

Supervisory and Managerial Ef-
fectiveness Sept. 12-14 

Introduction t.o Supervision 
Sept. 18-22 

Effective Communications 
Sept. 26-29 

Managerial 
Understanding and Managing 

Stress Sept. 7-8 
Human Interaction in the Work 

Environment Sept. 27-29 
For further information concern

ing these courses call Sacelia Da
muth, 496-6371. 

-------
Fed'I Application forms 
Are Getting a Face Lift 
With Improved Design 

Standard Form 171, the appli
cation filed by over a million people 
seeking Federal Government jobs 
each year, is getting a face lift. 

Increase Legibility 
The slightly longer, easier-to

read "Personal Qualifications State
ment" will be available in most 
areas of the country by late sum
mer. Applications already on file 
need not be resubmitted. 

This is the first major overhaul 
of the form since 1968. A new 
design makes it easier to complete 
and to collect more specific infor
mation. 

Others Revised 
Related forms used in applying 

for Federal jobs were also revised: 
the SF 171-A, Continuation Sheet; 
SF 172, Amendment t.o Personal 

New Program To Spur 
Research on Nutrition 

A program to support research 
on how behavioral, genetic, and so
cial factors affect diet and nutrition 
has been initiated by ·the National 
Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development. 

The new Program in Clinical 
Nutrition and Early Development 
will use contracts, workshops, and 
conferences to encourage nutrition 
research in anthropology, psychol
ogy, sociology, geography, and pop
ulation genetics. 

Aids NICHD Research 

Results are expected to give clini
cians a better understanding of 
nutritional habits and needs and 
provide a scientific base for devel
oping programs t.o modify diets. 

The research will complement 
NICHD-supported biomedical stud
ies on the relationship of nutrition 
to childhood disease and to early 
growth and development. 

Qualifications Statement; and SF 
173, Job Qualifications Statement. 

The review gave special atten
tion to removing, so far as possi
ble, items which could be poten
tially discriminat.ory. For instance, 
height and weight no longer appear 
on the application for ms; this is 
requested on the vacancy announce
ment only if a specific job requires 
it. 

Other items on the forms are 
updated to bring them in line with 
current usage, such as the addition 
of the courtesy title "Ms." 

Money is like the reputation for 
ability- more easily made than 
kept.-Samuel Butler 

Over 300 Choose New 
Or Increased Allotments 
As Bond Campaign Ends 

The 1978 U.S. Savings Bond 
Campaign at NIH concluded on 
June 30 with 169 persons taking 
new bond allotments and 134 pre
vious allotments being increased. 

The campaign included a raffle 
and two award presentations for 
best canvassers. Prizes were do
nated by R&W. 

Raffle Held 

Winners of the raffle on July 20 
were Tommy Musgrove (OD, 
DAS), $50 bond; Lee Souder 
(NIAMDD, OAM), $25 bond; and 
Audrey Carter (CC, ESC), $25 
bond. Prizes for best canvassers 
were awarded to Jimmie Driscoll, 
CC Blood Bank, $25 bond; and 
Rita Levitan, FIC, Kick-off Rally 
Bulletin autographed by Arte 
Johnson. 

Led Campaign 

Dr. Mortimer Lipsett, Direct.or 
of the Clinical Center, served as 
chairman of the campaign. How
ard Kettl, CC executive officer, 
served as vice chairman, and Steve 
Groban, chief, CC outpatient de
partment, was coordinator. 

1978 U.S. Savings Bond Campaign 

Report of New and Increased 
Allotments 

Percent 
E·m- Pat-tici-

BID ployeca Allotm,rn.t-8 pu.tion 

1-n-
New creased 

cc 1.910 56 10 3.5 
DCRT 302 2 6 3.3 
DRG 405 24 7 7.7 
DRR 95 G 2 7.4 
DRS 603 21 10 5.1 
FIC 62 7 3 16.1 
NCI 2,290 26 13 1.7 
NEJ 175 1 3 2.3 
NHLBT 869 11 8 2.2 
NIA 241 3 0 1.2 
NIAID 685 5 2 1.0 
NIAMDD 684 6 0 .9 
NTCHD 417 8 5 3.1 
NlDR 396 2 1 .8 
NlGMS 163 1 2 1.8 
NINCDS 659 8 7 2.3 
NLM fi22 11 l2 4.4 
NIEHS fiOO 22 14 7.2 
OD 1,928 50 29 4.1 

Total 12,906 269 134 8.1 

Data Base Management 
Systems Seminar-Open 
To' All-Planned Aug. 16 

On Wednesday, Aug. 16, Michael 
M. Gorman of Computer Sciences 
Corp. INFONET technical staff 
will present a 2-hour seminar on 
Data Base Management Systems in 
Bldg. 31, Conference Room 7 (Sixth 
Floor, C Wing), at 1 p.m. 

All interested persons are invited. 
Majo1· topics will include: 
• What are DBMS and what can 

they do for you? 
• DBMS structures 
• Standards 
• Fundamental definitions 
Mr. Gorman has been involved 

for more than 12 years with DBMS 
design, development, marketing, im
plementation, evaluation, and main
tenance. He has developed a DBMS 
evaluation model designed to exam
ine DBMS characteristics as they 
relate to unique application require
ments. 

The seminar is sponsored by the 
ADP/EP (Automatic Data Proc
essing/Extramural Program) Com
mittee, composed of representatives 
of each B/1/D at NIH. The Com
mittee is organized t.o provide a 
formal and effective mechanism for 
the improvement of automatic data 
processing services related to ex
tramural activities of NIH. 

Committee Functions 

The ADP/EP Committee is con
cerned with: improved communica
tions among B/I/D processors re
garding their problems and sys
tems; increased use and usefulness 
of centralized services and systems 
to meet common needs; reduced 
duplication of efforts, program, and 
data capture and increased effi
ciency of ADP services; and pro
viding a means for NIH data proc
essing professionals to present 
ideas and suggestions to adminis
trative and extramural personnel. 

For further information, contact 
Carolyn G. McHale, 496-2194. 

Statistics will prove anything
even the truth.---Sir Berkeley Moy
nihan 

Drawing for the raffle tickets for the 1978 U.S. Savings Bond Campaign are 
(I to r) Walter Chakwin, president of R&W; Jimmie Driscoll, CC Blood Bank 
(best canvasser); Rita Levitan, FIC (runner up canvasser); and Steven Croban, 
NIH Bond Coordinator. 
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There 
• 1S8 
Better 
Way 

If you are planning an out
of-town vacation over a pay
day, assure yourself that your 
paycheck is in the bank where 
it belongs regardless of where 
you might happen to be. 

Don't depend on another 
person's memory, good health, 
conscientiousness. THERE IS 
A BETTER WAY! 

Deposit in Bank 

The U.S. Treasury's Com
posite Net Pay Procedure as
sures you that your pay will 
be deposited in your bank or 
Credit Union ON PAYDAY. 

Contact your Payroll Rep
resentative for form SF 1189 
and details, or call Disbursing 
Services Section, 496-1298, for 
more information. 

Real Estate Seminar Aug. 15 
Are inflation and taxes coming 

between you and your financial 
goals? Thomas E. Frank, CFP, 
with DeRand Investment Corpora
tion of Arlington, Va., will give a 
seminar entitled Real Estate In
vesting for the Salaried Individual, 
sponsored by the R&W Association 
on Aug. 15, from 11 :30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in Wilson Hall, Bldg. 1. 

Explores Tax Advantages 

Mr. Frank will explore specific 
examples of real estate investment 
vehicles as a hedge against taxes 
and inflation. 
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Telecast Via Satellite 
Offers Two-Way Talks 
On Ulcers, Diarrhea 

As part of the REACH program 
(Research, Education, and Commu
nity Health), the fourth live medi
cal presentation via satellite will 
feature the topic, Peptic Ulcer and 
Diarrheal Disorders : An Update, 
on Aug. 15 from 5: 30 to 8 p.m. 

REACH brings together experts 
from NIH and the Medical Univer
sity of South Carolina to discuss 
the latest medical research findings 
and their implications for a variety 
of health problems. 

The live telecast, to designated 
viewing sites in 17 states, along 
with videotaped segments, will en
able two-way interaction between 
panelists at NIH and MUSC. Also, 
for this presentation viewers will 
be able to present questions to 
panelists during telecasts via toll
free telephone lines. 

During the telecast from 5 :30 to 
6 p.m., t here will be an open circuit 
for the public audience with a dis
cussion of Peptic Ulcer and Diar
rhea; Messages From Within. A 
closed circuit program for physi
cians and other medical personnel 
will be offered from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Pa nelists broadcasting from NIH 
will be Dr. Denis M. McCarthy, Na
tional Institute of Arthritis, Metab
olism, and Digestive Diseases, and 
Dr. R. Bradley Sack, Johns Hop
kins University. 

The telecast may be viewed at 
the National Library of Medicine's 
Billings Auditorium. Seating is 
limited, so please call Bill Leonard, 
Lister Hill Center, 496-1306, if you 
wish to attend. 

Camera Club Meeting Aug. 23 
Features Pictorial Competition 

The NIH Camera Club will hold 
a pictorial competition in black and 
white print, color print, and slide 
categories on Wednesday, Aug. 23, 
at 8 p.m. in Conference Room 7, 
Bldg. 31, C Wing. 

J im B. Johnson will judge. 
All interested persons are invited 

to attend. For information on mem
bership in the R& W Association
sponsored club, call Gail Planck, 
881-1378. 

Minorities, Women, Numbers 
in Fed'I Government Increase 

The numbers of minorities and 
women in Federal Government have 
increased, according to a May 1977 
Civil Service Commission study. 
Minorities accounted for 21.2 per
cent of the 2.4 million work force, 
compared to 14 percent in 1969. 

Women accounted for 30.5 per
cent of the work force (30.1 per
cent in November 1976). 

From 1976 to 1977, minorities 
gained 1.3 percent, compared to 
only a .02 percent overall increase, 
in grades 9 through 13. 

Clinical Center Holds 25th Anniversary 
Celebration; Employees, Research Cited 

A special e xhibit describing Twenty-Five Years of Research for People is on 
view in the main lobby of Bldg. 1 0 , featuring past Directors, historic mome nts, 
plans for the Ambulatory Care Research Facility, and research highlights. 

Twenty-five years of research for people was the theme for the Clinical 
Center's Silver Anniversary celebration, held July 6 in the Masur Audi
torium. Dr. Mortimer B. Lipsett, CC Director, hosted an afternoon 
program that highlighted a quarter of a century of patient care and 
medical research at the Clinical Center and paid special tribute to the 
61 employees who have worked at 
the CC since its opening. 

Guest speaker Dr . Henry Sebrell, 
Director of NIH from 1950 through 
1955, an internationally renowned 
researcher in nutrition, traced the 
evolution of the CC since 1953. 

Changes Noted 

He noted t hat while changes have 
occurred, the primary concerns of 
the CC have remained constant-
that patient care would be the best 
in the world, and that at the same 
time, the patient would be contrib
uting to knowledge in medicine. 

He reminded a sympathetic audi
ence that two other problems have 
remained the same--funding and 
allocation of space. Dr. Sebrell 
pointed out that 60 percent of the 
reports coming from NIH between 
1973 and 1975 were clinical, not 
laboratory, papers. This fact, he 
said, illustrates the importance of 
the CC, not only to NIH, but to 
medical research throughout the 
world. 

Added Facilities 

He spoke with pride of the con
struction of the new ambulatory 
care research addition, but empha
sized that "the facilities are only 
incidental to the people who work 
at the Clinical Center" and that 
"the people are what makes the 
Clinical Center great." 

Edith Jones, chief of the CC Nu
trition Department and a 25-year 
veteran of the CC, talked about the 
changes that have occurred since 
her arrival. She reminisced about 
the early problems of feeding em
ployees as well as patients. She is 
particularly proud that 19 mem
bers of her staff have been at the 
CC for 25 years. 

Dr. Lipsett showed photographs 
of some of the people in the CC 
who have made important medical 
discoveries. Four of these gained 

supreme international recognition 
in the world of biomedical science 
-the Nobel prize: Dr. Marshall W. 
Nirenberg, Dr. Julius Axelrod, Dr. 
Christian B. Anfinsen, and Dr. D. 
Carleton Gajdusek. 

Dr. Lipsett emphasized that the 
great discoveries made by great 
men in the CC needed the help and 
support of all of the CC employees, 
who thereby also contributed to the 
steady progress in medical knowl
edge. 

Congratulates Employees 

Dr. Griff T . Ross, CC deputy 
director, with department heads 
congratulated employees with 25 
years of continuous service at the 
CC and presented them with cer
tificates. It was a proud moment 
for these honorees and their fami
lies and friends in the audience. 

Following the ceremony, a recep
tion honoring these special em
ployees was held in the medical 
board room. In conjunction with 
the anniversary celebration, an ex
hibit commemorating the Clinical 
Center's 25th Anniversary has 
been set up in the CC main lobby. 

A reception was held honoring the 61 
employees who have worked 25 years 
at the Clinical Center. 
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Eunice Lewis of DFM 
Sings a Sweet Tune 
As Broadway Beckons 

Ms. Lewis really has a lot to sing 
about, since friends urged her to audi
tion-and she was asked to join the 
chorus immediately. 

Eunice Lewis, a Stride program 
graduate, took a giant step a few 
weeks ago-from her accountant's 
desk to singing in the New York
based touring company of "The 
Wiz." 

Came to NIH in 1971 
A native of Crewe, Va., who says 

she's been "singing as long as she 
can remember," Ms. Lewis moved 
to Silver Spring in 1969. She fir st 
came to NIH 7 years ago, and 
joined the Stride program in 1974, 
graduating in 1977. 

Worked as Accountant 
Beginning in 1975, she worked in 

the Operations Accounting Branch, 
Division of Financial Management, 
moving to the Fund Management 
and Cost Analysis Section as a cost 
accountant this past February. 

Although she has had no formal 
voice training, Ms. Lewis has sung 
in high school and church choirs 
and for weddings, in cabarets, and 
special programs on numerous occa
sions. She was also third runner up 
in the Miss Black America 1973-74 
D.C. pageant. 

She owes her chance at a new 
career she says, to a friend at 
NIH- Priscilla Irick- who heard 
an audition call on the radio for 
additional cast members for "The 
Wiz," then playing in Washington. 

Joined Chorus, Is Understudy 
Several friends and co-workers 

encouraged Ms. Lewis to audition 
at Kennedy Cent er on a Friday. 
That evening she was called for a 
second audition on Saturday, and 
Monday she was asked to join the 
company as a member of the chorus 
and understudy for the parts of 
Aunt Em and Glenda. 

After a joyous farewell party 
wit h her NIH colleagues that Fri
day, she left to begin Monday re
hearsals, just 10 days after her first 
audition. Now she's off to Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and At
lanta-and who knows what the fu
ture may hold! 
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NIH Visiting Scientists 
Program Participants 
6/27-Dr. Arati Roy, India, Lab-

oratory of Chemistr y. Sponsor: Dr. 
C.P.J. Glaudemans, N IAMDD, Bg. 
4, Rm. 207. 

7 / 2-Dr. Stephen Collins, United 
Kingdom, Digestive Di~eases 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. Jerry Gard
ner, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 9D15. 

7 / 2- Dr. Israel Dvoretzky, I s
rael, Dermatology Branch. Spon
sor: Dr . Stephen Katz, NCI, Bg. 
10, Rm. 12N260. 

7/2-Dr. Bharati Joshi, India, 
Medical Neurology Branch. Spon
sor: Dr. W. King Engel, NINCDS, 
Bg. 10, Rm. 5S242. 

7 /2-Dr. Brendan A. Keogh, Ire
land, P ulmonary Branch. Sponsor: 
Dr. Ronald Crystal, NHLBI, Bg. 
10, Rm. 6D06. 

7 /2-Dr. J ean-Paul Koch, Lux
embourg, Surgery Branch. Spon
sor: Dr. Andrew Morrow, NHLBI, 
Bg. 10, Rm. 6N248. 

7/2-Dr. Shinzo Kono, J apan, 
Clinical Center. Sponsor: Dr. Mor
timer Lipsett , CC, Bg. 10, Rm. 
10B09. 

7 / 2- Dr. Farhad Nowroozi, Iran, 
Rehabilitation Department. Spon
sor: Dr. Naomi Gerber, CC, Bg. 
10, Rm. 5D37. 

7 /2-Dr. Alasdair Steven, Unit
ed Kingdom, Laboratory of Physi
cal Biology. Sponsor : Dr. Richard 
Podolsky, NIAMDD, Bg. 6, Rm. 
114. 

7 /6-Dr. Hans-Christian Bauer, 
Austria, Laboratory of Develop
mental Biology. Sponsor: Dr. Phil
lip Nelson, NICHD, Bg. 36, Rm. 
2A21. 

7/ 10- Dr. Maria Costantini, It
aly, Laboratory of Molecular Biol
ogy. Sponsor: Dr. George Johnson, 
NCI, Bg. 37, Rm. 2E26. 

7/10-Dr. Jagannadha Kandala, 
India, Laboratory of Molecular Bi
ology. Sponsor: Dr. Elisabeth 
Freese, NINCDS, Bg. 36, Rm. 
3C09. 

7/11-Dr. Soo Young Lee, Korea, 
Laboratory of Biochemistry. Spon
sor : Dr. Soo Chung, NIDR, Bg. 30, 
Rm. 313. 

7 / 13-Dr. Yves Mikol, France, 
Nutrition and Metabolism Section. 
Sponsor: Dr. Lionel Poiriere, NCI, 
Bg. 37, Rm. 3B23. 

7/16- Dr. David Jarrett, Austra
lia, Diabetes Branch. Sponsor: Dr. 
Jesse Roth, NIAMDD, Bg. JO, Rm. 
8Dl6. 

7/lf>-Mrs. Elaine Lenk, United 
Kingdom, Laboratory of Biological 
Structure. Sponsor: Dr. Arthur 
Hand, NIDR, B.e:. 30, Rm. 211. 

7/16-Dr. Reuben Steinherz, 
Israele, Section on Human Bio
chemical and Developmental Genet
ics. Sponsor: Dr. Joseph Schulman, 
NICHD, Bg. 10, Rm. 8D55. 

7 /17-Dr. Lizina Lee, Hong 
Kong, Laboratory of Tumor Virus 
Genetics. Sponsor: Dr. John Bader, 
NCI, Bg. 37, Rm. lBOS. 

7/17-Dr. Seishi Nakaya, Japan, 

'Modern Medicine' Cites 6 Grantees and Other 
NIH Affiliates for Distinguished Achievement 

Of the 11 recipients of Modern 
Medicine's recent annual Awards 
for Distinguished Achievement, 6 
are NIH grantees and several oth
ers have affiliations with NIH, 
either receiving research training 
at NIH or serving with one of its 
public advisory groups. 

According to the July 15-Aug. 15, 
1978, issue of Modern Medicine, the 
scientists listed were selected "in 
recognition of their important con
tributions to biomedical research, 
clinical medicine and surgery, or 
medical education." Recipients are : 

Dr. Avram Goldstein, professor 
of pharmacology, Stanford Univer
sity; Dr. Robert A. Good, Director, 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Institute 
for Cancer Research, and professor 
of pediatrics and professor of medi
cine at Cornell University Medical 
College : and Dr. Howard H. Hiatt, 
Dean, Harvard School of Public 
Health. 

Dr. Alan F. Hofmann, professor 
of medicine, University of Califor
nia, San Diego; Dr. J. Willis Hurst, 
chairman, department of medicine, 
Emory University School of Medi
cine; and Dr. C. Henry Kempe, pro
fessor of pediatrics, University of 
Colorado Medical Center. 

Dr. John S. Najarian, chief, de
partment of surgery, University of 
Minnesota; Dr. William H. Olden
dorf, professor of neurology and 
psychiatry, University of Califor
nia, Los Angeles. 

Dr. Bert W . O'Malley, professor 
and chairman, department of cell 
biology, Baylor College of Medi
cine; Dr. Donald M. Small, profes
sor of medicine, Boston University 
School of Medicine; and Dr. Jean 
D. Wilson, professor of internal 
medicine, University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School. 

Dr. Goldstein, whose research is 
being funded by the National Can
cer Institute and National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, ADAMHA, was 
cited for "elucidating the role of 
brain endorphins in narcotics addic
tion, and for his advocacy of hu
mane treatment for the chemically 
dependent." 

Dr. Good received the award for 
"introducing the concept of cellular 
engineering, and for his broad vi
sion of the possibilities of cancer 
research." 

He is receiving several grants for 
his research from NCI, as well as 
from NIA, NIAID, NINCDS, and 
DRR. 

Dr. Hiatt was honored for "his 
commitment to the relation between 

Laboratory of Cellular Metabolism. 
Sponsor: Dr. Martha Vaughan, 
NHLBI, Bg. 10, Rm. 5N314. 

7/24-Dr. Melinda Gardner, 
USA, Arthritis and Rhematism 
Branch. Sponsor: Dr. John Decker, 
NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 9N218. 

medicine and other professions, 
t hereby giving physicians a newer, 
broader understanding of the mean
ing of 'public health.'" 

Dr. Hiatt, who worked as an in
vestigator at NIH early in his ca
reer, also has served on a variety 
of advisory committees, including 
those of N IH and NCI. 

Drs. Hofmann and Small were 
cited for "their studies on the na
ture and function of bile, which led 
to t he development of chenodeoxy
cholic acid as a treatment for gall
stones.'' 

Dr. Hofmann received research 
training at NIH in Bethesda after 
his graduation from The Johns 
Hopkins University. Dr. Small is a 
long-time grantee of t he National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 

Dr. Hurst- an award recipient 
for "combining in his own career 
the roles of educator, administra
tor, and practitioner, and for per
forming each at the highest level of 
excellence"- served on the NHLBI 
Advisory Council. 

Cited for "the skill and depth of 
his extensive work in immunology 
and surgery that has advanced the 
art of renal transplantation," Dr. 
Najarian's research is funded by 
the National Institute of Arthritis, 
Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases, 
and NCI. 

Trained as Clinical Associate 

Dr. O'Malley received the Mod
ern Medicine award for "his funda
mental observations on the mecha
nisms that govern the actions of 
human cells, including landmark 
studies on the action of estrogen 
and progesterone.'' 

A former NCI clinical associate, 
he has served as chairman of NIH's 
Endocrinology Study Section, and 
has received funds for his research 
from the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Develop
ment. 

Dr. Wilson, a clinical associate at 
the National Heart Institute from 
1958 to 1960, was cited for "in
creasing scientific understanding of 
the biochemistry and physiology of 
sexual differentiation through his 
studies on testosterone." 

He is receiving support from 
NIA and NIAMDD. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 
Do you know the meaning of the 

pyramid and the eye above it on 
the back of a dollar bill? 

The pyramid symbolizes the 
strength of the union of the states 
which make up our land. The top 
of the pyramid is unfinished, mean
ing there is still work to be done 
to make our systems ever better. 
The eye stands for the all-seeing 
God, Supreme Builder of the Uni
verse. 
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Management Intern Info. 
M·eetings Scheduled; 
Apply Before Sept. 25 

Applications are being accepted 
now through Sept. 25 for the 1979 
NIH Management Intern Program. 

This program is designed to train 
participants for administrative po
sitions with the potential for pro
gression to upper level managerial 
positions. 

The MI program consists of four 
different on-the-job training assign
ments over the course of a year. In 
addition, interns enroll in formal 
course work and attend seminars 
and meetings to enhance their 
knowledge about aspects of admin
istration and management. 

Applications from minority group 
members are encouraged. 

Eligible candidates must: 

Qualifications Listed 

Have a career or career-condi
tional appointment; 

Work full-time or are willing to 
be reassigned to full-time; 

Qualify under standard require
ments for an Administrative As
sistant in the GS 341 occupational 
series: 

At the GS 5 level: 3 years of pro
gressively responsible, nonclerical 
experience; a bachelor's degree; or 
a combination of experience and 
education. 

At the GS 7 level: requirements 
for GS 5; and 1 year of special
ized administrative experience or 
graduate education. 

Should you need to request a 
downgrade to enter the program, 
you may be entitled to salary reten
tion for a 2-year period. 

To apply, send a current Stand
ard Form 171, Personal Qualifica
tions Statement, to the Career De
velopment Branch, DPM, Bldg. 31, 
Room B2C39. A PACE examination 
score is also needed. Arrangements 
to take the PACE examination may 
be made through your personnel 
office. 

All eligible applicants will be 
rated as qualified or highly quali
fied. Applicants rated highly quali
fied will be interviewed. 

For more information, attend one 
of t he PACE Preparation Mini 
Courses from noon to 2 p.m.: 

8/8 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 7 
8/15 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 8 
9/5 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 4 
9/12 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 8 
For precourse material, contact 

Karen Mathsen, Training Assist
ance Branch, DPM, on 496-2146. 

You may also attend one of the 
following MI Workshops from noon 
to 2 p.m.: 

8/7 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 7 
8/21 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 7 
9/11 Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 7 
Qualifying e.xperiences will be 

discussed, and there will be an op
portunity for questions and an-
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Twentieth Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Designated in Detroit; Program Detailed 

HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr., announced on July 27 the 
recognition by the National Cancer Institute of the Cancer Center of 
Metropolitan Detroit as a Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

This is the 20th in a group of multidisciplinary centers recognized as 
comprehensive under the authority 
of the National Cancer Act of 1971. associate director for Clinical Pro-

Criteria include an environment 
of excellence in basic science; an 
organized detection program; high 
quality, interdisciplinary capabili
ties in cancer diagnosis and treat
ment; a statistical base for the 
evaluation of results; leadership in 
developing community programs; 
and training activities related to 
both fundamental and applied re
search. 

Dr. Upton Comments 
"The achievements over the past 

6 years in planning and developing 
a truly comprehensive cancer cen
ter in Michigan have been viewed 
by the National Cancer Institute 
with great satisfaction," said Dr. 
Arthur C. Upton, Director of the 
National Cancer Program and 
NCI. 

"We recognize that Dr. Michael 
J. Brennan, Director of the Cancer 
Center of Metropolitan Detroit, is 
uniquely responsible for 25 years 
of extraordinary progress in can
cer research, patient care, training 
and control activities now so visi
ble in the Detroit a rea." 

The Michigan Cancer Founda
tion, headed by Dr. Brennan, and 
Wayne State University School of 
Medicine established the Cancer 
Center of Metropolitan Detroit 
through a formal affiliation in May 
1976. 

Dr. Brennan was cited for his contri
butions as Director of the Cancer 
Center of Metropolitan Detroit. 

Dr. Robert D. Coye is Dean of 
the School of Medicine, Wayne 
State University. Dr. Vainutis K. 
Vaitkevicius, a cancer research 
clinician and chairman of the de
partment of oncology (cancer man
agement) at Wayne State Univer
sity Medical School, is the Center's 

swers. Please contact Harry Mar
shall, Career Development Branch, 
DPM, 496-6211, for additional in
formation. 

Remember- the application dead
line to apply is Sept. 25. 

grams. 
Dr. Marvin A. Rich, vice presi

dent and scientific director of the 
Michigan Cancer F oundation, is 
the associate director for Research 
of the comprehensive center. 

Research at the center empha
sizes the basic scienc<l aspects of 
cancer with direct clinical rele
vance. A long-range breast cancer 
prognostic study directed by Dr. 
Brennan is trying to determine bio
logical features of large numbers 
of human primary breast cancers, 
and the host factors which may be 
correlated with breast cancer de
velopment and spread. 

A broad, integrated research 
program on the immunological re
sponse to cancer cells, under the 
direction of Dr. Noel Rose at 
Wayne State University, includes 
a study of the antigens associated 
with human prostatic cancer. 

Will Be Largest in U.S. 
Dr. John R. F. l ngall is associ

ate director for Cancer Control of 
the comprehensive center. More 
than a million dollars of NCI sup
port to the Michigan Cancer Foun
dation this year is for implementa
tion of the first and largest com
munity-based cancer control pro
g ram in this country. 

The Metropolitan Detroit Can
cer Control Program is testing the 
hypothesis that a coordinated use 
of community resources will have 
a greater impact against cancer 
than a fragmented approach. 

Since January 1969 the largest 
population-based cancer regist ry in 
this country (covering 50 percent 
of the population of !Michigan) has 
been maintained by the Founda
tion. 

It provides report summaries to 
NCI's National SEER Program 
(Surveillance, Epidemiology and 
End Results Reporting Program) 
and to the 24 hospitals participat
ing directly in the registry pro
gram. Annual reports are fur
nished to all 85 hospitals where 
patient records are abstracted for 
the Registry file. 

Current annual NCI support of 
the Foundation' s research and can
cer control projects, including its 
center support grant, totals $4.9 
million. Research funding to 
Wayne State University School of 
Medicine at present amounts to 
$1.4 mmion. 

In addition, a construction grant 
of $350,000 will be funded this 
summer for the Michigan Cancer 
Foundation. Since 1972 NCI has 
provided $750,000 for alterations 
for both standard laboratories and 
biohazard containment laboratories. 
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Scholar, Mathematician 
Robert Waldmann Works 
Second Summer at NCI 

Robert spent summer 1976 at the 
National Science Foundation Summer 
Program in Mathematics at Hampshire 
College. 

For the second summer, the Na
tional Cancer Institute's Labora
tory of Molecular Biology has a re
markable summer worker-Robert 
J . Waldmann, one of the 1,000 stu
dents in the U .S. who are National 
Merit Scholarship winners. He is 
also a Presidential Scholar F inalist. 

Robert plans to enter Harvard 
University in September as a bio
chemistry major. 

Last year he received an Ameri
can Cancer Society Scholarship to 
work at NIH on projects for which 
he received an award from the 
Washington Academy of Science 
and placement on the Westinghouse 
Talent Search Honors List. This 
year he is continuing work on proj
ects with Rap- E. coli . 

His abilities in mathematics have 
also won wide recognition: a silver 
pin in 1977 and a bronze medal 
this year from the Mathematics 
Association of America (for one of 
five of the highest scores in the 
D.C. area on an examination). 

In addition, he was on the 15-
member math team from Mont
gomery and Fairfax Counties that 
placed first in a competition of 30 
teams in the Atlantic Region Math
ematics League Meet in New Bruns
wick, N.J., in June. 

The team placed second among 
26 teams last year when the com
petition was held in Hartford, 
Conn. 

In the competition, individual 
members solve problems, the whole 
team must solve 8 problems, and 
the team is divided into groups of 
5 for a "relay" of 5 problems which 
must be solved in sequence. The 
first group to correctly solve the 
whole sequence wins. 

Robert, a 1978 graduate of 
Georgetown Day High School, also 
likes chess, gardening, ceramics, 
and textiles. He shares an interest 
in photography with his father, 
Dr. Thomas A. Waldmann, chief of 
the Metabolism Branch, NCI. 

Robert's older brother, Richard, 
is also a summer employee with 
Dr . Jacob Maize! of NICHD. 
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5 Extramural Associates Begin Program 
To Assist Women, Minorities in Research 

Five key administrators from schools which contribute significantly to 
the pool of minorities and women in science have been selected as the first 
participants in the Extramural Associates P rogram from Aug. 1, 1978, 
to Jan. 31, 1979. 

The new associates are: Dr. Bon
nie Wood, University of Maine, 
Orono; Dr. John Hayes, Paine Col
lege, Augusta, Ga.; Dr. Jean Lum, 
University of Hawaii, Monoa; Dr . 
Marian Wilson, Chicago State Uni
versity, Chicago, TIJ.; and Dr. Wil
liam Hamm, St. Mary's University, 
San Antonio, Tex. 

Spend 6 Months at NIH 

The Extramural Associates Pro
gram is a new program to promote 
the entry and participation of eth
nic minorities and women in NIH
supported research. 

Under the Intergovernmental 
Personnel Act mechanism, NIH in
vites up to eight administrators, 
involved in science, from those 
schools which traditionally contrib
ute to the basic preparation of 
minorities and women for biomedi
cal science to spend 6 months in 
residence. 

Plans Initiated in I 97 6 

Initial plans for the program 
were developed by health scientist 
administrators and others attend
ing the Third Affirmative Action 
Retreat in February 1976. 

Plans were completed by Dr. 
Zora Griffo, OD, chairman, Coor
dinating Committee for NIH Mi
nority and Women Research and 
Training. The program is adminis
tered by Frank Cady, Division of 
Research Grants. 

The associates will work in rotat
ing assignments with senior staff 
members of NIH and other Federal 
agencies. They will attend sem
inars, committee meetings, work
shops, and site visits and will have 
the opportunity to obtain informa
tion about Federal health-related 
programs and associated granting 

Dial 496-4608 To learn 
About Recognition, Awards 

As part of the telephone se
ries of recordings on personnel 
topics, t he Program of Em
ployee Recognition and Awards 
will be the theme featured for 
4 weeks beginning next Mon
day, Aug. 14. 

Call 496-4608 to hear a new 
topic discussed each week. This 
recording will be available on 
a 24-hour basis. 

More specific listings of the 
weekly topics and dates that 
they will be discussed will be 
posted on all official bulletin 
boards. 

and contracting activities. 
Each associate will be assigned 

to an advisor, and together they 
will plan assignments to include 
the associate's interests. Advisers 
are: Dr. Vida Beaven, OD; Dr. 
James F . O'Donnell, ORR; Dr. 
Betty H. Pickett, NIA; Dr. Robert 
Rabin, NSF; and Dr. S. Stephen 
Schiaffino, DRG. 

Training Coal, Outlined 

Upon completion of their train
ing, the scientists are expected to 
return to their institutions as re
source persons on NIH research 
concerns, support mechanisms, and 
policies and procedures which gov
ern the awarding of grants and 
contracts. 

The next receipt date for candi
dates to apply is Jan. 31, 1979. 
Further information is available 
from Frank Cady, Division of Re
search Grants, Westwood Bldg., 
Room 448, 533 Westbard Ave., 
Bethesda, Md. 20016 (496-7395). 

Four employees in the Disbursing Services Section, Operations Accounting 
Branch, OFM, recently received special awards. L to r are: Sophie <;alderone, 
055 chief; Jaime Arreguin-Auila, CC agent cashier, cited for carrying an 
excessively heavy workload for 3 months until a vacancy was filled; Mary 
Durrett, recognixed for her valuable contribution over the past 3 years to NIH's 
timekeeper training program; Daisy Broyer and Dorothy Carter, Bldg. 31 agent 
cashiers, who protected imprest funds by their outstanding alertness; and Sam
uel Ceorge, branch chief, who presented the award1. 

DNA GUIDELINES 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ments have produced much useful 
knowledge, but no evidence has 
come to light of a product created 
by these techniques that has been 
harmful to man or the environ
ment." 

The NIH guidelines, he empha
sized, are being revised to keep up 
with new knowledge in this highly 
active field and not in preparation 
for their early abandonment. "We 
are searching for any risks and 
will propose additional standards 
as needed," he said. 

Scientists Propose Revisions 

The NIH Guidelines were first 
issued on June 23, 1976, as a result 
of the concerns expressed within 
the scientific community regarding 
possible dangers from recombinant 
DNA research. The proposed revi
sions result from scientific experi
ence with such research and exten
sive discussions at numerous for
ums and several Congressional 
hearings since the subject was first 
addressed in 1973. 

The Director of NIH, on the 
basis of scientific and technical ad
vice and of a public hearing held 
in December 1977, noted that there 
was widespread agreement on the 
need to update the original Guide
lines and that NIH has received 
numerous suggestions for their re
vision. 

The standards of the guidelines 
would apply to all recombinant 
DNA experiments, however sup
ported, that are conducted in an 
institution receiving any support 
from NIH for recombinant DNA 
research. 

Must Register with NIH 

All such experiments must be 
registered with NIH, even though 
not all are paid for by the Federal 
research agency. A research insti
tution would risk losing its NIH 
recombinant DNA research funds 
if a non-NIH funded project is 
not in compliance with the guide
line standards. 

Prior NIH clearance is manda
tory for new NIH grants and con
tracts involving recombinant DNA 
techniques and for all project s in 
P4 facilities. In the proposed re
vised guidelines, p rior NIH clear
ance is no longer required for 
changes in ongoing experiments at 
the Pl-P3 levels. These changes 
must be approved by the institu
tional biosafety committee ( IBC) , 
and NIH will then review the IBC 
actions. 

EIS Conclusions Noted 

NIH issued a Draft Environmen
tal Impact Statement on the or igi
nal Guidelines in September 1976, 
and the final EIS was issued in 
October 1977. It concluded that ac
tivities conducted under the Guide
lines would have no predictable im-
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Dr. Theodor von Brand Dies; 
Was Renowned Parasitologist 

Dr. Theodor C. von Brand, re
nowned research parasitologist with 
NIH for 23 years, died July 18 in 
Bethesda, Md. 

Dr. von Brand was named head 
of the Physiology and Biochemistry 
Section of the Laboratory of Para
sitic Diseases of NIAID in 1947, a 
post he held until his retirement 
in 1969. 

Served on WHO Panel 

Author of several texts on para
site physiology, he served on the 
Expert Advisory Panel on Parasitic 
Diseases of the World Health Orga
nization and was a past president 
of the American Society of Parasi
tology in 1969. 

While at NIAID, he was awarded 
the HEW Superior Service Honor 
A ward for "meritorious research 
on the chemical composition and 
metabolism of parasites." 

pact on the environment. 
In the process of revising the 

NIH Guidelines, NIH has made an 
environmental impact assessment 
which indicates that there would be 
no impact on the environment as a 
result of the revisions. The assess
ment and a "Decision" statement 
explaining the proposed revisions 
are published in the July 28 Fed
eral Register as companions. 

Comments and inquiries concern
ing the proposed revision of the 
Guidelines are invited during the 
next 60 days. All correspondence 
should be addressed to the Director, 
NIH, Bldg. 1, Room 124, 9000 Rock
ville Pike, Bethesda, Md. 20014. 

Whenever a man's friends begin 
to compliment him about looking 
young, he may be sure that they 
think he is growing old.- Wa,shing
ton Irving 
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Unconventional Viruses
N INCDS Workshop Held 

More than 100 ,vorld experts on 
neurovirology, neuroimmunology, 
neuroepidemiology, neuropathology, 
and clinical neurology met at N IH 
July 28-31 for a series of informal 
workshops on the subacute spongi
form encephalopathies of the cen
tral nervous system and the uncon
ventional virus agents that cause 
them. 

Consider Challenging Questions 
The workshops were convened by 

the National Institute of Neurologi
cal and Communicative Disorders 
and Stroke to discuss challenging 
questions about slow virus infec
tions of the nervous system. 

Participants included many early 
investigators of kuru, Creutzfeldt
Jakob disease, and scrapie, whose 
laboratory and field work contrib
uted to the discovery that some 
subacute, degenerative, fatal brain 
diseases are caused by transmissi
ble viruslike agents new to micro
biology. 

The workshops were planned by 
Dr. D. Carleton Gajdusek and Dr. 
Clarence J. Gibbs, Jr., of the 
NINCDS Laboratories of Central 
Nervous System Studies and Slow, 
Latent and Temperate Virus Inf ec
t ions. 

Open New Labs, Facilities 
T he event marked the opening of 

the l nstitute's new laboratories and 
animal-holding facilities at the 
Frederick Cancer Research Center 
at Ft. Detrick, designed for the 
study of kuru and related trans
missible dementias of man and 
spongiform encephalopathies of 
animals. 

A workshop report will appear in 
the next issue of the NIH Record. 

Mildred Dabney recently retired after 
30 years of Government service in
cluding 17 years in the Clinical Rec
ords Department, CC. After processing 
several thousand records each month, 
Mrs. Dabney says she now plans to 
relax at the beach with her husband, 
a Federal employee at Harry Diamond 
Laboratory. 
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Rehabilitation Leaders Discuss Subject: 
Needs of Surviving Patients and Families 

Multiple viewpoints marked the NCI seminar on psychosocial aspects of cancer 
rehabilitation. Participants included (I tor) Dr. Fink; Dr. Scheel, seated next to 
her translator Brigetti Richman; Dr. Howell ; Dr. Gregory T. O'Conor, NCI 
associate director for International Affair5; Dr. Robbins; and ( back to camera ) 
Dr. Lack. 

With death no longer an inevitable consequence of many cancers, 
researchers have begun to examine the p sychological needs of the surviv
ing patient and his or her family. 

On June 29 a group of leaders in rehabilitation, continuing care and 
psychosocial aspects of cancer met with Dr. Mildred Scheel at Stone 
House to discuss ways to improve 
the quality of life for these pa
tient s. 

Dr. Scheel, a radiologist, is a 
founder of the West German Can
cer Society and wife of t he Presi
dent of the Federal Republic of 
West Germany. 

The group met under t he aus
pices of the National Cancer lnsti
tute's Division of Cancer Control 
and Rehabilitation and Office of 
International Affairs. Dr. Diane J. 
Fink, director of DCCR , led the 
discussion. 

Participants Exchange Views 
Participants exchanged views re

garding the ability of large cancer 
centers to meet the emotional and 
psychological needs of patients. 

"I think we agree," said Dr. 
Scheel, "that we need to educate 
people that cancer is a disease that 
you can learn to live with. This is 
a concept that we must start to 
teach, not when a person gets the 
disease, but in the first grade." 

Dr . Melvin Krant, director of 
Cancer Programs for the Univer
sity of Massachusetts, helped in 
the communities where he sug
gested that present day society pro
vides no assistance in coping with 
chronic disease, either as an indi
vidual or as a member of the com
munity. 

He said a psychologist in an 
institutional setting is unable to 
help an individual incorporate the 
reality of a long-term illness like 
cancer into his concept of "how to 
pour the coffee and go to work 
each day knowing he has cancer." 

Dr. Claus Bahnson, director of 
the department of behavioral sci
ences at Eastern Pennsylvania Psy
chiatric Institute in Philadelphia, 
stated, "The fear is that we will 
take cancer patients and put them 

'on the couch' for a 50-minute ses
sion. We won't be rattling down 
the corridors treating patients. We 
will be consulting, listening, and 
educating ." 

Dr. Bahnson emphasized the 
need to recognize the problems and 
reactions of t he institutional staff 
and the family as well as those of 
the patients. He also noted that 
different psychological problems 
face the recovered patient who 
hopes to resume a role in society 
and the cancer patient who is cop
ing with impending death. 

Dr . Jimmie Holland, head of the 
department of psychiatry at Me
morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center, expressed confidence in the 
capability of large institutions to 
provide meaningful help to cance,· 
patients. 

Reviews Center Programs 

She reviewed the psychosocia l 
support and training programs of 
the center. 

Patients now participating in 
clinical trials of new treatments 
may provide insights into quality 
of life changes resulting from such 
treatments, she suggested. 

Large cancer centers may be the 
only places in which allied health 
professionals may develop the skills 
to provide emotional support, sug
gested Dr. Guy Robbins, director 
of Cancer Control at Sloan-Ketter
ing, because of the numbers and 
variety of patients. Professionals 
could then contribute these skills 
to their communities. 

Dr. Sylvia Lack, director of Hos
pice, Inc., in New Haven, Conn., 
defined hospices as an alternative 
to cancer centers for those patients 
for whom aggressive medical treat
ment is no longer appropriate. 

"The hospice concept has to be 
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flexible," Dr. Lack said, "in order 
to work out what's appropriat e for 
a given region or culture." How
ever, a key concept is putting the 
needs of the patient and family 
before those of the inst itut ion. This 
includes providing services at home 
rather than through outpatient 
clinics and 24-hour access to pro
fessionals who know the patient, 
the patient's family, and the pa
tient's medical and emotional 
needs. 

Dr. Lack also emphasized t he 
importance of appropriate pain 
control. "We a re providing more 
than tea and sympathy," she noted. 
Community Support Is Problem 

Community, or lack of it, is a 
problem for the families of chil
dren with cancer, according to Dr. 
Doris Howell, chairman of the de
partment of community medicine 
at the University of California, 
San Diego. 

Thirty or 40 years ago the death 
of a child was easier to bear, she 
said. "Nearly every family lost a 
child; people were part of extended 
families with many emotional sup
ports; and death usually came rap
idly." 

Today, she said, the stress ac
companying a diagnosis of cancer 
may be drawn out for a year or 
more while a child is treated. 

Measure Impact of Cancer 
Dr. Howell said what may ap

pear to be p roblem behavior in 
children with cancer actually may 
be appropriate means of coping 
with impending death. She praised 
the work of researchers who are 
measuring t he impact of cancer on 
hospitalized children, though Dr. 
Krant cautioned that what is 
learned in a hospital setting may 
not be applicable to home life. 

Dr. William Markel, vice presi
dent for Service and Rehabilitation 
of the American Cancer Society, 
described three kinds of ACS-spon
sored prog1·ams. One type focuses 
on a particular cancer, such as 
Reach to Recovery for breast can
cer patients. Others are self-help 
emotional support programs and 
programs aimed at professional 
education. 

DR. LEAVITT 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ence and Population, HEW. In 
August 1967, he joined the NIH 
Office of Program Planning and 
Evaluation as Deputy Director. 

Since 1968, Dr. Leavitt, as Direc
tor of the Fogarty International 
Center, has maintained liaison and 
coordinated activities with various 
international organizations and 
other Federal agencies, concerning 
scientific trends and developments. 

He has played a central role in 
the development, funding, and 
briefing of official U.S. delegations 
and committees to the Program and 
has fostered the dissemination of 
biomedical knowledge to the world
wide scientific community. 
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Dr. Arthur Hand Is New 
NIDR Laboratory Chief 

Dr. Hand's research on the structure 
and function of s.,livary and related 
exocrine glands has received honors, 
Including the International Association 
of Dental Research Basic Research in 
Oral Science Award and the PHS Com
mendation Medal. 

Dr. Arthur R. Hand has been ap
pointed chief of the Laboratory of 
Biological Structure, National In
stitute of Dental Research. 

Following his graduation in 1968 
from the University of California, 
Los Angeles, where he received his 
D.D.S. degree from the School of 
Dentistry, Dr. Hand joined the staff 
of the NIDR as a senior dental sur
geon of the PHS and a research 
investigator. 

In 1976-77, Dr. Hand was a visit
ing professor, department of anat
omy, McGill University. Since 1977 
he served as acting chief of the 
Laboratory that he now heads. 

2 Pathology Societies 
To Hold Joint Fall 
Meeting in St. Louis 

The College of American Pathol
ogists and the American Society of 
Clinical Pathologists, the country's 
two largest pathology societies, will 
hold their joint fall meeting from 
Sept. 14-22 in St. Louis. 

More than 9,000 persons, includ
ing a large number of NIH staff 
members, are expected to attend. 

Discuss Bone Marrow Banks 

During the ASCP scientific as
sembly, Sept. 20-21, the feasibility 
of establishing bone marrow banks 
and a new immunochemical tech
nique for diagnosing myocardial in
farcts are among the recent ad
vances in clinical pathology to be 
discussed. • 

The ASCP Basic Science Re
search Symposium will explore Im
munologic Advances for Classifica
tion, Diagnosis, and Treatment of 
Malignant Lymphomas. Eight ex
perts will trace the evolution of 
techniques that are transforming 
the management of cancers of the 
lymph system. 

Other topics to be covered during 
the joint meeting will be What's 
New in Chemistry and Contro
versies in Pathology. 

In addition to award presenta
tions, honorary lectures, and ex
hibits, the meeting will present 
more than 100 workshops during 
the week as part of its Continuing 
Education program. 

Two New Members Join NINCDS Advisory Council 
Two new members have been ap

pointed to the National Advisory 
Neurological and Communicative 
Disorders and Stroke Council for 
4-year terms: Dr. Franklin S. 
Cooper, associate research director, 
Haskins Laboratory, New Haven, 
Conn., and Dr. Sidney Goldring, 
professor and head of the depart
ment of neurosurgery, School of 
Medicine, Washington University, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Cooper is internationally 
known for research on the percep
tion and production of speech, voice 
communication systems, and pros
thetic aids for the blind and the 
deaf. 

He holds a Ph.D. degree in phys
ics from MIT, and formerly stud
ied and taught physics at the 
University of Illinois. An adjunct 
professor at the University of Con
necticut since 1969, Dr. Cooper has 
held comparable posts at Columbia 
University and Yale University. 

Dr. Goldring is an internation
ally recognized authority on elec
trophysiological studies in animal 
and human brains. In his work with 
various brain disorders, he has suc
cessfully applied a technique that 
uses direct current amplifiers and 
non-polarizable recording electrodes 

Drs. Coldring (I) and Cooper are new 
members of the Council. 

to correlate slow electrical changes. 
He is also expert in recording 

electrical changes in a single nerve 
cell through a combination of com
pute!' techniques and use of micro
electrodes; this is an important de
velopment in the study of epilepsy. 

A native of Poland, Dr. Goldring 
received his M.D. degree from 
Washington University in 1947. 

The NANCDS Council is an ad
visory group for the National In
stitute of Neurological and Com
municative Disorders and Stroke. 
The Hi council members meet twice 
a year to review applications of 
scientists seeking support for re
search and research training in the 
neurological, sensory, and commun
icative disorders. 

Dr. James R. Weisiger (I), program director for Scientific Evaluation in 
NIAMDD's Diabetes, Endocrine, and Metabolic Diseases Program, was honored 
recently with the first annual Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Medical Award of 
Merit. In awarding the commemorative plaque, Dr. John Mangos, chairman of 
the CFF Medical Advisory Council, noted that since he joined NIH in 1963, 
Dr. Weisiger has accorded cystic fibrosis top priority in his programs, has 
worked tirelessly to disseminate information regarding CF among Investigators, 
and has encouraged the recruiting of outstanding scientists into the field of 
cystic fibrosis. 

Volume Lists FY 1977 
Grants for Construction, 
Training, Med. Libraries 

The publication entitled National 
lnBtitutes of H ealth Grants for 
Training, Construction, Medical 
Libraries, Fiscal Year 1977 has re
cently been issued. 

Presented in the volume are 3,261 
training grants, traineeships and 
fellowships, cancer research facili
ties construction, and medical li
brary grants awarded by NIH com
ponents from fiscal year 1977 funds. 

This volume also contains listings 
of grants by recipient area, pro
gram director, and the organization 
having professional responsibility 
for the work. 

Listings of NIH grants, con
tracts, and awards are prepared 
annually by the Division of Re
search Grants, based on records 
contained in the NIH central rec
ord system (IMPAC). 

Separate listings of research 
grants and contracts for FY 1977 
were released earlier. 

Single copies of t he DHEW Pub
lication No. (NIH) 78-1043 volume 
are available free of charge from 
DRG. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
CHAIRMAN? CHAIRLADY? 

CHAIRPERSON? The National 
Association of Parliamentarians 
ha!\ 1·uled that the proper term is 
"Chairman," regardless of sex .... 

If it is necessary to acknowledge 
the sex of the Chairman, they say, 
the term "Mr. Chairman" or "Ma
dame Chairman" should be used. 

The title "Chairman" ... is an 
old and respected one dating from 
the time when the presiding officer 
was the only person at a meeting 
favored with a chair. All other par
ticipants were relegated to benches. 
-As seen in Executive Newsletter. 

Know your 
nearest Exit. 

Escape from fire 
wherever you are. 

EXIT 

Prevent Fires-Save Lives!! 
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Dt. Giovanni Di Chiro, chief of the 
NINCDS Ne uroradiology and Com
puted Tomography Section and an in
ternationally recognized leader in r•
diological research, has been elected 
president of the XII Symposium Neu
roradiologicum, one of the oldest and 
most prestigious meetings in radio
logical sciences. Dr. Di Chiro will pre 
side over the October 1982 meeting 
in Washington, D.C. 

'Fundamentals of Stroke 
Care' Issued; Serves 
As Patient Care Guide 

A new guide for physicians, hos
pital staff members, and health 
care planners concerned with care 
for stroke pat ients is available 
f rom the National I nstitute of Neu
rological and Communicative Dis
orders and Stroke. 

The volume, entitled Fundamen
tals of Stroke Care, contains up
dated versions of report s published 
by the Joint Committee for Stroke 
Facilities as a series in the journal, 
Stroke, between 1972 and 1975. 

Serves as Companion Volume 

Edited by A. L. Sahs and E. C. 
Hartman, it is intended as a more 
detailed companion to Guidelines 
for Stroke Care, published last 
year by the same group. 

The two publications are the cul
mination of a 10-year effort by the 
Joint Committee for Stroke Facili
ties to provide authoritative guid
ance in stroke care. 

The Joint Committee, composed 
of representatives of 17 national, 
professional, and voluntary organi
zations, was spearheaded by the 
American Neurological Association 
and funded by NINCDS and the 
Regional Medical Programs Serv
ice, now a part of the Bureau of 
Health Planning and Resources De
velopment, Health Resources Ad
ministration, HEW. 

Topics Listed 

The spectrum covered in Funda
mentals includes epidemiology, 
clinical prevention, transient focal 
cerebral ischemia, laboratory evalu
ation of strokes, and medical and 
surgical management. 

Also reviewed are special proce
dures and equipment, nursing care, 
rehabilitation, and strokes in chil
dren. 
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Dr. Darrel Gwinn Named 
As New Health Sciences 
Administrator in NIAID 

Dr. Darrel D. Gwinn has been ap
pointed health sciences administra
tor with the Microbiology and In
fectious Diseases Program of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 

Dr. Gwinn succeeds Dr. Paul 
Lambert, who recently retired, and 
will manage grants and contracts 
in the fields of tuberculosis and 
leprosy research. 

His responsibilities include work
ing with the Tuberculosis and Lep
rosy Panels of the U.S.-Japan Co
operative Medical Science Pro
gram. He will also administer a 
new program emphasizing research 
on mycology and fungal diseases. 

Formerly a microbiologist with 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Dr. Gwinn developed 
guidelines and standards for the 
registration of pesticides and the 
review of pesticides suspected of 
causing adverse environmental ef
fects. 

Prior to his assignment with 
EPA, Dr. Gwinn worked with the 
U.S. Army Biological L aboratories 
at For t Detrick, Frederick, Md., 
where he studied genetic properties 
of chromosomes of different bac
terial species and t heir phage. 

Dr. Gwinn was born in Portland, 
Ore. He received the RS. and M.S. 
degrees from Oregon State Univer
sity, Corvallis, and his Ph.D. in 
1978 from t he U niversity of Massa
chusetts. 

A member of the American Society 
for Microbiology, Dr. Cwinn is the 
recipient of the Research Society of 
America Award for Scientific Achieve
ment. 

Lastly, community health serv
ices, training, manpower, research, 
and the value of hospital care for 
the stroke patient are discussed. 

Fundamentals of Stroke Care 
may be purchased for $6.50 per 
copy from the Government Print
ing Office. The GPO stock number 
is 017-022-00468-2. 

The only reward of virtue is 
virtue; the only way to have a 
friend is to be one.-Emerson 

New U.S.-ltalian Cooperative Agreement 
Discussed With Researchers at NIEHS 

Dr. Rall guided Professor Pocchiari on a tour around the new, permanent 
NIEHS facility now under construction in Research Triangle Park, N.C. The 
administrative and laboratory portion of the facility will contain 334,000 gross 
square feet when completed in 1980. Capable of housing approximately 800 
e mployeH, it will be one of the most innovative and up-to-date laboratories of 
its kind in the world. 

Dr. David P. Rall, Director of the National Institute of Environmental 
Healt h Sciences, was host recently to Professor Francesco P occhiari, 
Director of the Institute of Health in Italy's Ministry of Health. For 2 
days Dr. Rall and Professor Pocchiari met wit h NI E HS scientific staff 
to discuss a new cooperative agreement between the U.S. and Italy in 
t he area of health and medicine. 

The agreement, designated a 
Memorandum of Understanding, 
was signed by HEW Secretary 
Joseph A. Califano, Jr., and Italy's 
then Minister of Health Luciano 
Dal Falco in Rome, in November 
1977, and listed seven area s of 
cooperation. 

Area Is First on List 

First on the list was "Health 
Aspects of E nvironmental Pollu
tion." Dr. Rall was named chair
man for the U.S. in t his area, and 
Professor Pocchiari chairman for 
Italy. 

Topics of mutual interest are : 
the evaluation of chemicals for pos
sible human toxicity, underst and
ing the mechanism of environmen
tal chemicals with possible human 
toxicity, and surveillance and epi
demiological assessment of the ef
fects of environmental chemicals in 
human and nonhuman populations. 

NIEHS Is Principal Agency 

NIEHS is the principal U.S. 
agency for biomedical research on 
the effects of chemical, physical, 
and biological environmental 
agents on human health and well 
being. 

The administrative and scientific 
staff at NIEHS discussed with 
Professor Pocchiari the new inter
national agreement and areas of 
environmental concern for both 
countries, the methodologies t o ap
proach these mutual problems, and 
research programs to determine the 
health effects of environmental 
agents. 

Through this international 
agreement scientists from both 
countries will pool their knowledge 
for a better opportunity to move 
quickly in identifying and under-

standing the mechanisms of envi
ronmental chemicals. 

Italian scient ists have done sig
nificant work on environmental 
agents. One example is their re
cent research on the carcinogenic
ity (cancer causing propertiis) of 
benzene, previously u sed widely as 
a household cleaner, solvent, and 
industrial chemical. 

Dr. J ohn A. Moore, associate di
rector, Research Resources Pro
gram, NIEH S, acted as Dr. Rail's 
deputy in t he initial meetings with 
Italian health officials at NIH in 
Bethesda, Md., in March. 

He bas also traveled to Italy to 
study incidents of accidental envi
ronmental contamination and is 
therefore conversant on problems 
of special concern in Italy. 

Dr. Georgia Bronzetti, m icrobial 
geneticist in the Laboratory of En
vironmental Mutagenesis, an Ital
ian citizen and a Visiting Fellow at 
the Institute, helped plan and as
sisted during the visit. 

R&W Sponsors Touch Football 
Team; Practice Starts So on 

The team's first practice sessions 
are scheduled for 10 a.m., on Sat
urday, Aug. 26 and Sept. 2, at 16th 
and Kennedy Streets, N.W., Wash
ington, D.C., (near the tennis 
courts). Practice will continue at 
this location until the season starts. 

All new and old players are wel
come to try out for the team. R&W 
hopes to make this another cham
pionship team! 

For -further information, cont.act 
coach Norman Jones at 496-6277. 

He that falls in love with himself 
will have no rivals.-Benja.min 
Franklin 
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Conference in September 
Will Be Held on Reading, 
Dyslexia, Orthography 

A Cross-Language Conference on 
Orthography, Reading, and Dys
lexia will be held in Wilson Hall, 
Bldg. 1, Sept. 17-20. 

The conference--part of a con
tinuing effort by the National Insti
tute of Child Health and Human 
Development to understand the 
reading process and the failure of 
some children to learn to read
will bring together 24 experts from 
this country and several foreign 
countries to examine these areas as 
they relate to the reading of vari
ous languages. 

The conferees will address the 
following major questions: Given 
the special nature of the written 
symbol system u sed to represent a 
given language : 

• What is the nature of the be
ginning reader's task? What must 
the child learn in order to be a suc
cessful reader? 

• What is the rationale for the 
instructional (including remedial 
and therapeutic) procedures for 
teaching reading in that language? 

• What research should be con
ducted to help us better understand 
the reading process and the rela
tionships between orthography and 
reading? 

Conf erees will address specific 
issues ranging from strategies uti
lized in reading specific symbol sys
tems to problems in the design of 
new writing systems. They will 
also be examining and comparing 
the orthographies of such lan
guages as Japanese, Dutch, He
brew, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, and 
English. 

The eighth in the NICHD's Com
municating by Language series, the 
confe rence is sponsored by NICHD; 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health; the National Institute of 
Neurological and Communicative 
Disorders and Stroke; the Na
tional Institute of Education, 
HEW; the Office of Maternal and 
Child Health, HSA; and the F o
garty International Center. 

The conference will be co-chaired 
by Dr. James Kavanagh, NICHD, 
and Dr. Richard Venezky, Univer
sity of Delaware. 

■ •Ji •l\•i•• 3: t•Wte J 
1iftERE ARE THINGS YOU CAN lEARN TO 
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM NATURAL 
DISASTERS? 

AMONG THEM, '(OU SHOULD 
KNOW YOU/l COMMUNIT i 
WARNING SIGNALS/ 

LA\ STEADY ~-TO~
MINUTE BlAST ON 
OUTDOOR SIRENS, 
WHISTLES, HORNS, 
OR OTI-IER DEVICES 
MEANS TURN ON 
YOUR RADIO OR. 
TELEVISION FOR. 
EMERGENCY INFOR: 
MATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 
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Mary Jane Meyers recently rejoined 
the N lCHD as personnel officer for 
NICHD- NEl after serving as a$$istant 
personnel officer for N IAlD. Prior to 
that position, she previously worked 
as a personnel management specialist 
in NICHD for nearly 3 years. Before 
joining NlAID in 1971 she worked in 
pe rsonnel with t he W ashington office 
of the Peace Corps. A me mber of the 
International Personnel Ma nageme nt 
Association , Mrs. Meyers earned her 
B.S. degree in busine$$ administration 
from t he West Virginia W esleyan 
College. 

Dr. Rolf Ulvestad Joins 
Commun. Disorders Prog. 

Dr. Ulvestad, a graduate of St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, Minn. , received 
his M.D. from the University of Min
nesota in 1973. 

Dr. Rolf Fredric Ulvestad, an 
otolaryngologist from the Univer
sity of Minnesota, has joined the 
Communicative Disorders Program 
of the National Institute of Neuro
logical and Communicative Disor
ders and Stroke and is r esponsible 
for grant and contract supported 
research activities in clinical 
otolaryngology. 

He is also a consultant to the 
Clinical Center, collaborating on 
otolaryngological aspects of CC 
studies. 

Dr. Ulvestad succeeds Dr. David 
G. Hanson, who has accepted a fac
ulty position at the UCLA Medical 
Center's depa1·tment of surgery, 
Division of Head and Neck Sur
gery. Dr. Hanson had also served 
as acting director of the Communi
cative Disorders Program. 

NIAID-Funded Study Finds Chlamydia 
A Frequent Cause of Infant Pneumonia 

The organism Chlamydia trachomatis caused 30 percent of all pneu
monias in infants hospitalized during a 5½-month study at the Children's 
Orthopedic Hospital and Medical Center in Seattle. This high prevalence 
suggests that C. trachomatis may be responsible for many pneumonias 
previously considered to be caused 
by viruses. 

C. trachomatis is an intracellu
lar parasite, probably related to 
bacteria, that causes an eye infec
tion called trachoma; it is also 
responsible for 30 to 50 percent of 
nongonococcal urethritis (NGU) 
in men. 

Transmitted by sexual contact, 
the organism also causes inflamma
tion of the cervix in women, which 
is often asymptomatic. The infec
tion in women may not be sus
pected until they deliver babies 
with a chlamydial-caused eye in
fection. 

These eye infections are usually 
benign and self-limited. However, 
a recent study indicates that these 
eye infections may precede pneu
monia and that the incidence of 
chlamydial-caused pneumonia is 
much greater than previously rec
ognized. 

Investigators, supported by 
grants from the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
examined 30 infants with pneu
monia admitted consecutively to 
the hospital. 

Nine of these infants showed 
evidence of C. trachomatis infec
tion either by culture of the orga
nisms present in conjunctiva] and 
nasopharyngeal secretions or by 
high or rising levels of anti-chla
mydia] antibody measured in tear, 
serum, and nasophat·yngeal sam
ples. 

Results of measuring antibody 
levels in tears suggested a high 
incidence of apparent and inappar
ent conjunctivitis before pneumonia 
developed. Of 28 infants without 
pneumonia who served as matched 
controls, only one was positive for 
C. trachomatis, and he did have 
upper respiratory congestion. 

All these infants with C. tracho
matis pneumonia were between 3 
and 11 weeks old, and had had 
coughs and congestion for 1 week 
or longer. The physicians heard 
abnormal sounds when they lis
tened to the infants' chests, and 
areas of overinflation were indi
cated on the chest X-rays. 

The number of eosinophils--a 
type of white blood cell- and anti
body levels were also significantly 
higher in these patients. Identifica
tion of these features is important 
since many laboratories are not 
equipped to culture C. trachomatis 
or to measure anti-chlamydia] anti
body titers. 

Awareness of the prevalence of 
this infection should aid physicians 
in making decisions about treat
ment. Often, infants with pneu
monia are treated for bactel"ial in
fection with penicillin or ampicil-

Jin, drugs ineffective against chla
mydia! infections. 

Infants who do not respond to 
treatment are assumed to have a 
viral infection against which there 
is currently no effective treatment. 
However, infants with chlamydia! 
pneumonia will respond to treat
ment with erythromycin or sulfon
amides. 

The investigators acknowledged 
that the period of the study (Sept. 
1 through Feb. 15) precisely bi
sected the respiratory disease sea
son. If the study had been longer, 
more patients with pneumonia due 
to respiratory syncytial virus-the 
most important cause of serious 
lower respiratory tract illness in 
children under 5- probably would 
have been seen. The authors feel 
larger case-control studies and 
longer follow-up periods are war
ranted. 

This study was reported by Drs. 
H. Robert Harrison, Marilyn G. 
English, Cynthia K. Lee, and E . 
Russell Alexander, all from the 
School of Public Health and Com
munity Medicine, University of 
Washington, Seattle, in the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
(March 30, 1978). 

Dr. B. Graham Becomes 
130th Grants Associate 

Dr. Bettie J. Graham, a native 
of Beaumont, Tex., has joined the 
NIH Grants Associates Program 
for a year of training in health 
science administration. Dr. Graham 
is the 130th sci
entist to enter the 
program since it 
was started in 
1961 to meet the 
needs of NIH for 
health scientist 
administrators. 

Dr. Graham is 
a graduate of 
Texas Southern 
University, Hous

-
Dr. Craham 

ton, where she received her B.S. 
degree in 1962. She then joined 
the Peace Corps where she served 
as a science teacher in Nigeria 
from 1962 t-0 1964. 

She earned her Ph.D. degree 
from Baylor College, Houston, 
Tex., in 1971. For the next 3 years, 
she did postdoctoral work at Albert 
Einstein College, Bronx, N.Y., and 
then accepted a Staff Fellowship 
with the National Cancer Institute 
in the Virus Tumor Biochemistry 
Section, LDTV. 

The author and co-author of nine 
publications, her research interests 
include herpes virus DNAs. 
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NIAID Grantees Report Stinging Insects' Venoms Provide Superior lmmunotherapy 

L to r: Dr. Lawrence Lichtenstein, Dr. Martin D. Valentine, and Dr. Anne 
Sobotka discuss the different insects. A patient receives an injection of insect 

Researchers at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital in Baltimore recently announced that results of 
the first controlled trial of the treatment of life-threatening allergic reac
tions to stinging insects clearly establish the superiority of venoms for 
this pu rpose. 

The Baltimore study, supported 
by the National Institute of Al
lergy and I nfectious Diseases, also 
shows that extracts made from 
whole bodies of insects (WBE) 
the only preparations presently 
available to physicians for the 
treatment of insect allergy-may 
provide little or no more protection 
than a placebo. 

Reactions Can Cause Death 

Allergic reactions to the stings 
of insects such as honeybees, yel
low jackets, wasps, and hornets 
can be serious, at times leading to 
a sudden drop in blood pressure, 
shock, and possibly death within 
minutes. 

Although 50-100 Americans are 
reported to die annually from such 
reactions, many more deaths prob
ably occur but are at tributed to 
other causes such as heart attacks. 
Those who have had a life-threat
ening reaction often fear another 
one. 

As a preventive measure, those 
with insect allergies have routine
ly received injections of whole body 
extracts to build up their tolerance 
to the antigens. 

Body Extracts Now Used 
This use of WBE has been ques

tioned by some allergists who have 
insisted that the venom-the cau se 
of the allergic reaction-should be 
used for immunotherapy rather 
than the insect's whole body. They 
have been unable to identify suffi
cient quantities of this necessary 
immunizing material in WBE prep
arations. 

history of systemic reactions fol
lowing an insect sting as well as 
by several laboratory tests indicat
ing a sensitivity to the insect 
venoms. 

One group of patients received 
injections of the venom from the 
insect to which they were allergic 
-either honeybee, yellow jacket, 
yellow hornet, or white-face hornet. 

The venoms were supplied by Dr. 
Allen W. Benton of Pennsylvania 
State University and Charles Mraz 
of the Champlain Valley Apiaries. 
Three Croups Studied 

Another group of patients re
ceived injections of a solution con
taining whole body extracts from 
several of the stinging insects, 
while a third group received in
jections of a placebo-a solution 
of histamine which simulated the 
sensation in the injected skin site. 
Only the physicians knew which 

venom as part of the desensitization process. Dr. Sobotka uses an automated 
histamine assay system to diagnose sensitivity to insects and other allergens. 

treatment a patient received. placebo groups who had not previ-
After 6 to 10 weeks of immu- ously been subjected to sting chal

notherapy--or injections-patient.<; lenge were also treated with ven
were intentionally allowed to be oms and subsequently challenged 
stung in an intensive care setting without any serious reactions. 
by the insect to which they were Of the 59 patients put on venom 
most allergic. therapy, 58 completed the course of 

Sting Challenge Used 

After sting challenge, only one 
of 18 patients treated with venoms 
experienced a syst emic reaction 
(which was mild), whereas 7 of 
11 patients treated wit h WBE and 
7 of 12 treated with placebo had 
systemic reactions; two patients 
experienced shock. Consequently, 
the investigators discontinued the 
sting challenge of the patients in 
the WBE and placebo groups. 

However, the 14 "treatment fail
ures" on WBE and placebo and 
the one on venom were treated 
subsequently with venom for 6 
weeks and reached full dosage. 
When restung, only one of these 
patients had a systemic reaction
hives. 

The patients in the WBE and 

treatment. Forty-eight of these pa
tients were challenged and experi
enced only minor reactions at the 
site of the sting. 

In one instance, therapy was in
complete, and this patient cannot 
be regarded as a treatment suc
cess. Nine patients with n egative 
challenge after WBE or placebo 
were not rechallenged. 

The scientists believe this study 
provides evidence that insect ven
oms are safe and effective in pre
venting life-threatening allergic 
reactions to insect stings and 
should be used to treat the hun
dreds of thousands of patients cur
rently at risk. 

Venoms Hard To Obtain 

NIAID-supported efforts are now 
underway to utilize recently de
veloped methods for the collection 
of venoms heretofore very difficult 
to obtain in supplies sufficient to 
meet treatment needs. 

Ors. Kevin J. Hunt, Martin D. 
Valentine, Anne K. Sobotka, Frank 
Amodio, and Lawrence M. Lichten
stein of the Johns Hopkins Uni
versity School of Medicine at Good 
Samaritan Hospital and Dr. Allen 
W. Benton of Pennsylvania State 
University reported this trial in 
the July 27, 1978 issue of The New 
England Journal of Medicine. 

Who am I? I am a little thing 
with a big meaning. I help every
one. I unlock doors, open hearts, 
dispel prejudices. I create friend
ship and good will. I inspire respect 
and admiration. I bore nobody. I 
cost nothing and make sense. 

For these reasons and because 
many examples of treatment fail
ures with WBE had come to their 
attention, the Johns· Hopkins sci
entists proposed to resolve the is
sue by comparing the efficacy of 
venoms versus WBE versus placebo 
in treating 69 patients with in sect 
sting allergies. 

Upper left : A hornet, seen head-on. Below, I : When the honeybee tries to 
remove its barbed stinger from human skin, both stinger and venom sac are 
torn off and left in the victim as the injured bee flies away and dies. Above: 

I please all alike-those in high 
callings and those performing me
nial tasks. I affect everyone every 
day. Countless numbers know my 
value; none has condemned me. I 
am t he world's best lubr icant. Who 
am I? I'M COURTESY. The patients were matched by 

One way that venom can be obtained is by removing the venom sac from the 
insect. Photos courtesy of Dr. John Pisano, NHLBI. 
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Public Health Service 

Celebrates 

Its 180th Anniversary 

HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr., (r ) spoke on Future Directions of PHS. 
He concluded by praising the many PHS Commissioned Officers who as re
searchers and technicians might earn greater financial reward in the private 
sector but continue to be dedicated to the work of PHS. Listening, I to r. are: 
Deputy Surgeon General John C. Greene; Assistant Secretary for Health and 
Surgeon General Julius B. Richmond and Dr. Donald S. Fredrickson, Assistant 
Surgeon General and NIH Director. Dr. Richmond also gave an illustrated 
lecture on Highlights of the 180 Years, beginning July 16, 1798, with the 
approval of an Act "for the relief of sick and disabled seamen." By 1861, 2.7 
hospitals were being operated-at a cost of $41 ,030.32. Also present at the 
ce re mony were all of the living former Surgeons General. 
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Deputy Surgeon General Greene, in today's dress 
uniform stands next to a display outside the NIH 
Library of uniforms, instruments, and documents 
illustrating the 180 years of PHS history. 

Mary Calley (I) , head of the Special 
Events Section in the Clinical Center 
Office of Clinical Reports and Inquiries 
since 1963, received a surprise, spe
cial award for outstanding service in 
arranging for many conferences, tours, 
and visits of dignitaries at NIH. Dr. 
Fredrickson ( c ) escorted her to the 
podium for the presentation by Deputy 
Surgeon General Greene (r ) and Dr. 
Richmond. 

Hundreds of persons, many PHS Commissioned Officers in dress uniforms, 
attended the PHS 180th anniversary celebration in Masur Auditorium on July 
26. Music provided by the U.S. Coast Guard Training Center Band, Cape May, 

N.J. included the first public performance of The USPHS March, specially 
commissioned for the occasion. Chief musician George King III received a 
commendation medal at the ceremony for composing the stirring march. 
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