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Nat'I HBP Education Program 
Cited for Excellence 

The National High Blood Pressure Educa
tion Program recently received a Commenda
tion for Excellence in Health Education 
Programming, the first such award given by 
the Society for Public Health Education 
(SOPHE). 

The program, founded in 1972, is coordi
nated by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute. Over 40 health organizations
including the American Medical Association, 
American College of Physicians, American 
Heart Association, and other public health 
groups-are represented in the program. 

It was recognized as " a model national 
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health education program (which) has 
achieved substantial benefits in reduction of 
hypertension-related cardiovascular deaths in 
th is decade through education for behavior 
change." 

Graham Ward, NHBPEP coordinator and a 
SOPHE fellow, was particularly cited for his 
leadership in the quality of the program and 
its day-to-day implementation. 

Helen S. Ross, president of SOPHE, pre
sented the award at the society's annual 
meeting in Los Angeles. As the national 
organization of professional health educators 
with over 1,200 members, SOPHE sets stand
ards for professional preparation and practice 
of health education activities. 

N IAI D-Su pported Scientists, 
Cooper and Richardson 
Win Lasker Awards 

Dr. Heidelberger Dr. Austrian 

Among eight winners of the 1978 Albert 
Lasker Awards were former HEW Secretary 
Elliott Richardson; Dr. Theodore Cooper, 
Dean of Cornell Medical College, former 
I IEW Assistant Secretary for Health and 
Director of the then National Heart and Lung 
Institute; and three scientists who received 
support from the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases: Ors. Michael Heidel
berger, Robert Austrian, and Emil C. 
Gotschlich. 

Mr. Richardson and Dr. Cooper were the 
recipients of Special Public Service Awards 
for work on the National High Blood Pressure 
Education Program. 

The th, ee scientists are sharing the Lasker 
clinical medical research award for their con-

Dr. Gotschlich 

tributions to vaccines that can prevent pneu
mococcal and meningococcal infections. 

Dr. Heidelberger, a former NIAID grantee, 
is adjunct professor of medicine at New York 
University. He is responsible for much of the 
knowledge of the chemical and immunologic 
properties of the polysaccharide antigens of 
the pneumococcus. 

His discovery, along with Dr. Oswald Avery, 
that the pneumococcal capsular antigens were 
carbohydrates led to the successful demon
stration in 1945 that a vaccine containing 
purified polysaccharides of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae could prevent pneumonia in an 
epidemic situation. 

Dr. Austrian. an NIAID contractor, is chair
/See LASKER AWARDS, Page 6) 
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Dr. Mintz Gives 
NIH Lecture 
December 6 

Dr. Mintz's invitation to deliver the NIH Lecture is 
one in a long series of honors. 

Dr. Beatrice Mintz, a senior member of the 
Institute for Cancer Research in Philadelphia 
and a grant recipient fro m the National 
Cancer Institute and the National Institute for 
Child Health and Human Development, will 
deliver the next NIH Lecture on Wednesday, 
Dec.&, at 8:15 p.m. in the Masur Audito·ium. 

Dr. Mintz will speak on Turning Cancer 
Cells Into Mice. She is credited with being 
one of the first scientists to produce 
"chimeras," animals composed of two or 
more populations of cells, each from different 
fertilized eggs and mixed together during 
early embryonic development. Using her tech
niques, much is being learned about the 
differentiation of embryos. 

Recent Studies Described 

More recently, Dr. Mintz has inserted cells 
of a teratoma tumor from one strain of mice 
into the blastocysts of a normal strain of 
mice during gestation and found that mixing 
the malignant cells into the normal blastocyst 
during embryonal development resulted in no 
malignant tumors in the offspring. 

The teratoma cells had apparently been 
/Sec DR. MINTZ, Page 11) 
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Melvin S. Day Will Direct 
National Technical 
Information Service 

Mr. Smith (I) discusses with Mr. Day the duties of 
NLM acting deputy director. 

Melvin S. Day has left the National Library 
of Medicine to become director of the 
National Technical Information Service of the 
Department of Commerce. He has been 
NLM's deputy director since 1972. 

Kent Smith, the library's assistant director 
for administration, has been appointed acting 
deputy director. 

ln his new position, Mr. Day will direct the 
programs of the NTIS-the central source for 
the sale of Government-sponsored research 
and development reports and other Govern
ment analyses prepared by Federal agencies, 
their contractors, or grantees. 

Mr. Day was honored a number of times 
during his career at NLM. These honors 
included the NLM Director's Award, 1975, 
and a PHS Superior Service Award, 1976. He 
has also been honored by the Venezuelan 
Academy of Physical, Mathematical, and 
Natural Scien<;es. 

In addition to his work at NLM, Mr. Day 
has been president of the American Sodety 
for Information Science, and in-1977, he was 
named president of the International Council 
of Scientific Unions Abstracting Board. 
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Twice Held Captive During World War II 
James Tilley Escapes Into Retirement 

James R. (Dick) Tilley's career with the Gov
ernment started as a $21-a-monlh draftee 
before the U.S. entered World War II and led 
him through two escapes as a downed Army 
Air Corps bombardier (one from Swiss intern
ment, another from the French mil itary who 
were afraid he might be a German spy). After 
the war, the Granville County, N.C., native 
~pent a number of years in the construction 
business in North Carolina, and 13 years ago, 
he returned to the Government in the Engi
neering Shop at the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences. He will retire 
from N IEHS and Federal service this month. 

Mr. Tilley's work with the Insti tute may have 
been safer than his military duty, but it has 
been no less busy, with the construction, 
partit ioning, and outfitting of laboratory space 
for a full intramural research program. 

With gravel-voiced amiabi li ty, he enjoys 
tel ling about various details of his work. ' ' I was 
a licensed plumber before I came with the 
Institute," he says. " I had never installed 
counter tops, but I had seen it done at various 
construction si tes. When we started outfitting 
the labs, I knew we'd get burned up on the 
price if outsiders installed them, so I decided 
to try it. And we've been install ing counter 
tops ourselves ever since." 

Since he started with the Institute, the crew 
in the Engineering Shop has grown from 3 to 
14, and both the crew and the shop space 
wi ll greatly expand when the Institute moves 
to its permanent facil ity in the fall of '1980. 

Mr. Tilley's retirement plans don't include 
much rocking chair time. He has recently re
activated his state plumber's license and has 
done a number of jobs for fr iends. He also 
teaches woodworking in the evening at a local 
junior high school, in affiliation with Durham 
Technical Institute. He also has a grandfather 
clock assembly business. 

Some time wil l certainly be spared for good 
talk, as when he vividly recalls being shot 
down in World War II. "We were at 22,000 
feet, and the antiaircraft fi re was winking 
around us like fireflies. Two of our engines 
were out, and in those old R-24's, you didn't 
go far on two engines .... We ran over the 
end of the runway and started to reap some 
farmer's wheat, and finally sank into some 
damp soil that brought the plane to a stop." 
Neither antiaircraft fire nor retirement appear 
likely lo slop Dick Tilley. 

Tickets to Tennis Tournament 
Available Through R&W 

A new $2 mill ion tennis circuit w ill be 
sponsored by Avon (formerly under Virginia 
Slims). The Ol}ening event will be the $125,000 
Avon Champit1nships of W,1shington, Jan. 1-7, 
1979, at the Smith Center of George Wash
ington University. 

R&W will have a block of tickets for sale 
for Saturday, Jan, 6, 1979, at 8 p.m. Tickets 
we $6 (plus 25 cents service charge) and are 
available at the R&W activities desk, Bldg. 
31, Rm. lA-18. 
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Mr. Tilley (I) stands with Clayton Russ in the 
Engineering Shop. Dr. David P. Rall, NIEHS 
Director, stated that Mr. Tilley is "one of the early 
Institute employees who figu ratively and literally 
helped us build from the ground up." 

Generous Support of 
Patient Welfare Fund 
Will Brighten 
Holiday Season 

The Clinical Center Social Work Depart
ment is again asking _for generous support of 
the Patient Emergency Fund. 

Although there is no charge for medical 
care at the Clinical Center, patients or their 
familities sometimes have personal emer
gency expenses connected w ith their illness. 
The PEF helps in these emergencies. 

For 19 years through the "Davis Plan" NIH 
employees have donated money to the fund 
instead of exchanging Christmas or Chanukah 
cards w ith fellow workers. Last year NIH'ers 
gave over $5,000 to the PEF holiday drive. 

This year the NIH Recreation & Welfare 
Associat ion will d istribute holiday posters 
throughout NIH. Signatures on· these posters 
w ill take the place of holiday cards. Decorate 
your office or lab. 

Send your checks to "PEF'' at the R&W 
office, Bldg. 31, Rm. 1A-18, to any R&W gift 
shop, to the CC Social Work Department, 
Bldg. 10, Rm. 7D-51, or to your administra
tive officer. 

Your gift wi ll help others in the holiday 
season and also during the coming year. 

'Use or Lose' 
Your Annual Leave 

Employees are reminded to schedule, in 
writing, " use or lose" annual leave by Dec. 2, 
for use during the remainder of the leave 
yearwhith erid$ on Jan. 13, 1979. 

Your biweekly Earnings and Leave State
ment tells you how much annual leave you 
must use so that you will not lose it when 
the leave year ends. 
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Elaine Winters Receives 
College Chemistry 
Achievement Award 

Elaine W inters, a Stride student at American 
University who is in the Laboratory of Biology 
of Viruses, National Insti tute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, on Nov. 9 was presented 
the College Chemistry Achievement Award 
for 1978. 

The award is given annually to the out
standing chemistry student entering his/her 
senior year in each of the area 4-year colleges 
and universities by the Chemical Society of 
Washington. 

In addition to a Certi fi cate of Award, Ms. 
Winters becomes a student affiliate member 
of the American Chemical Society, and is 
eligible to receive subscriptions lo Chemical 
and Engineering News and the Journal o f 
Chemical Education. 

M s. Winters, who has maintained an excep
tionally h igh grade point average, has been 
with NIAID since 1976. W hile with LBV, she 
has been working on purificat ion enzymes 
that modify messenger RNA. After gradua
tion, she plans to cont inue her studies in 
biochemistry either in graduate school or 
medical school. 

Ms. Winte rs is congratulated by her supervisor, Dr. 
Bernard Moss, for receiving the College Chemistry 
Achievement Award for 1978. 

Biomedical Ethics Seminars 
Feature Talks on IRB's, 
Ethical and Policy Issues 

Barbara Mishkin, deputy staff director of the 
HEW Secretary's Ethics Advisory Board, will 
discuss Institutional Review Boards today 
(Wednesday, Nov. 29) from 3 to 5 p.m. in 
Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 8. 

This Biomedical Ethics Seminar, one in a 
series offered as part of the STEP Continuing 
Education Program, will be fo llowed by 
another featuring a talk on Ethical and Policy 
Issues in Vitro Fertil ization by Dr. Leon Kass. 

Dr. Kass, Henry Luce Professor of the liberal 
arts of human biology at the University of 
Chicago, w ill be the speaker at the seminar 
to be held on Wednesday, Dec. 13, from 3 to 
4 p.m. in Bldg. 31, Conf. Rm. 4. 
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NCI Chief Pathologist, Dr. Thomas, Retires; 
Also Headed CC Pathological Anatomy Dept. 

Dr. Louis B. Thomas, chief of the NCI 
Laboratory of Pathology, has retired after 33 
years of Federal service. 

Dr. Thomas started his NIH career in 1953 
w ith the opening of the Clin ical Center, when 
he was named surgical pathologist un.der Dr. 
Harold L. Stewart, NCl's first chief of pathol
ogy, whom he succeeded in 1969. 

Concu rrently, Dr. Thomas has also served 
as chief o f the Clinical Center's Patho logical 
Anatomy Department, responsible for NIH
wide coordination of surgical pathology, 
autopsy and cytology services at the CC. 

Among his activi ties as a pathologist and 
investigator, Dr. Thomas found greatest satis
faction in his association with the Clinical 
Center's residency t rain ing program for 
pathologists. Accredi ted in 1956, the program 
has tra ined some 80 medical school graduates 
in the specialty of pathologic anatomy. 

Early in his career, Dr. Thomas became 
interested in the study of leukemia. His re
search showed that the disease often involves 
parts of the brain where the leukemia cells 
escape drug effects and give rise to relapses. 

As coll aborating pathologist, Dr. Thomas 
assisted clinicians who introduced the use of 
the drug methotrexate to treat choriocar
cinoma, and combined radiation and drug 
therapy to treat Hodgkin's disease and other 
lymphomas. 

Dr. Thomas recognized the need for a 
uniform and w idely acceptable w ay of naming 
and classifying the various kinds of cancers. In 
1965, he collaborated in the College of 
American Pathologists' Systematized Nomen
clature of Pathology (SNOP), the fi rst compre
hensive, coded nomenclature speci fi cally for 
pathological observations. In 1968, a task force 
headed by Dr. Thomas published the Manual 
of Tumor Nomenclature and Coding, combin
ing SNOP's histological classification of 
cancers with the World Health O rganization's 
statist ical code structure. 

"When you use only a statistical code, you 
lose data on the exact kinds of tumors," Dr. 
Thomas explained. " Because much of epide
miology works at the 1 percent level, you 
need these more detailed codes to tum up 
signi fi cant incidence patterns of rare diseases." 

Maryland Youth Ballet Performs 
At Walter Johnson High School 

R&W and the Maryland Youth Ballet are 
announcing the third annual production of 
the ful l length ballet, "The Enchanted Clock." 

Performances will be at Wal ter Johnson 
High School auditorium, O ld Georgetown 
Road and Democracy Boulevard in Bethesda. 
Dates and times are as follows: 

• Friday, Dec. 29, 2 and 8 p.m. 
• Satu rday, Dec. 30, 2 and 8 p.m. 
• Sunday, Dec. 31, 2 p.m. only 
Tickets are available at the R&W activities 

desk, Bldg. 31, Rm. 1A-18, for all perform
ances. Students and senior ci tizens, $2; the 
regular adult price is $3 (all prices include 
service charges). 
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Dr. Thomas (r) is joined al his farewell party by 
close friends Dr. Alan Rabson (I), director of NCl's 
Division of Cancer Biology and Diagnosis, and 
Dr. Stewart. 

W ith Dr. Hans Popper, one of the Nation's 
foremost experts on liver cancer, Dr. Thomas 
took part in a nationwide review of cases of 
the rare liver cancer, angiosarcoma. The study, 
published in 1975, wa~ prompted when a 
Louisville, Ky., physician reported three cases 
of angiosarcoma in workers exposed 10 vinyl 
chloride. This finding coincided closely with 
an Italian scientist's report that the widely 
used chemical caused cancer in animals. The 
epidemiological and pathological study by 
Ors. Popper and Thomas provided a conclu
sive link between human cancer and exposure 
to vinyl chloride. 

Dr. Thomas also served on two important 
pathology review gro ups assessing the ro le of 
X-ray mammography in the detection of early 
breast cancer. Their findings led to significant 
modifications in the conduct of the NCI/ 
American Cancer Society-sponsored Breast 
Cancer Detection Demonstration Project. 

O ther epidemiological research by D r. 
Thomas. who has authored 95 publications, in
cludes studies of cervical cancer in Connecti
cut and Burkitt's lymphoma in Central Africa. 

The NIH Ski Club is having its first party o f the 
season with dancing and refreshments on Friday, 
Dec. 15, at 8:30 p.m. Admission is $2 at the door, 
and everyone is welcome. Directions and further 
information are available from the R&W activities 
desk in Bldg. 31, 496-4600. 
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At a stop-smoking c linic, ACS volunteer Louise Walker (I) listens to reports of progress made by NCI 
e mployees (I to r) Ro,e Mary Romano, Chris Clements, and Judith Sparks. 

There May Be Smoke in 'Them Thar Hills' 
Butt NCI Aims To 'Smoke' It Out 

A free stop-smoking clinic has been orga
nized for NCI employees w ith plans to expand 
i t to include other Institutes. 

A que~tionnaire to determine inl!'rest in 
the clinic was sent to all NCI staff members. 

O f the 131 smokers responding, 11 0 indi
cated they wanted to quit. Sixty enrolled in 
the sessions, and the remainder requested 
free self-help kits. 

The ,\1ontgomery County chaple1 of the 
American Cancer Society provided seven 
volunteers- called focilitators -to operate 
four separate eight-session clin ics, the last oi 
which ended before Thanksgiving. As a 
convenience to employees, sessions were 
loc;ated in three difiercnt buildi ng,, and one 
was offered after regular work hours. 

Dental Institute Issues Leaflet, 
'Tetracycline Stained Teeth' 

The National Institute of Dental Research 
has just published a new leaflet entit led 
Tetracycline Stained Teeth, DHEW Publication 
No. (NIH} 78-1679. 

Tetracyclines-a group of infect ion-fighting 
an tibio tics-produce stain ing of the teeth if 
they are given du ring the time the primary or 
permanent teeth are forming. For this reason, 
i t is most important that the use of these 
tetracycl ines for treating infections in pregnant 
women and young children be avoided. 

This publication explains the cause and 
treatment of permanently discolored teeth in 
ch ildren, and lists the names of those drugs 
which contain tetracyclines. 

Copies of this leaflet may be obtained free 
of charge from the Office o f Scientific and 
Health Reports, NIDR. 
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Facili tators, themselves all ex-smokers. 
developed group dynamics in the cl in ics, 
encouraging smokers to reinforce one an
otlwr. They acted as participants rather than 
.i, lecturers, but ensured that specific points 
on stop-smoking techniques were raised. 

[x-smokers responding to the survey who 
,.i1d they w,1ntf'd to help others quit wil l be 
trained as facilitators for fu ture clinics. 

A second cli nic is p lanned for early 1979, 
with eventual inclusion of other Institutes. 
l'l,in, al\o are being made to offer sel f-help 
kits to all NIH employees through the 
Occupational Medical Service. 

Similar ACS clinics in other areas report 
that about one-third of the enrolled ,mokcr, 
,ucceed in quitting after a 1-year period. 

Dr. Herbert A. Simon, professor of computer 
science and psychology al Carnegie-Mellon Univer
sity, has been awarded the 1978 Nobel Prize for 
Economics. A pionee r in artificial intelligence in 
computers, Dr. Simon is currently a member of the 
management committee of Stanford University 
Experimental Computer-Artificial Intelligence in 
Medicine, SUMEX-AtM, a program supported by 
the Division of Research Resources. His work in 
applying artificial intelligence lo psychology is 
supported by the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

Is Your Family Situation Stressful? 
Call Employee Assistance Program 
496-3164 
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No Trash, Please! 
Save Those Soft Drink Cans 

No trash, please! Those containers you see 
next to soft d rink machines are not for t rash. 
They are for recycling empty soda cans. R&W 
and Sanitation Services need your help to 
make the recycling program workable to 
eventually benefit t he Patient Emergency 
Fund. 

We need your cans. Here are a few h ints for 
determining an aluminum can. 

• Not magnetic 
• Does not rust 
• Seamless (canned goods, such as vege

table, soup, etc., are packed in galvanized 
steel cans. Aluminum cans are 99 percent beer 
and soit drink containers.} 

• Pop-top (depending on the contents, steel 
cans may have a pop-top, but not usuaffy.) 

• Most aluminum cans are marked with an 
identification, while steel cans have labels that 
peel off. 

Here at NIH, remember that Coke cans are 
aluminum; Pepsi cans are steel. 

Medicine for Layman Series 
Concludes with Lectures 
On Eyes, Joints 

The Eye and Diseases wi ll be the topic of 
the 11th Medicine for the layman lecture on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, at 8 p.m. in the Masur 
Aud itorium. Dr. Carl Kupfer, National Eye 
Institu te D irector, will describe how the visual 
system works. He wil l also discuss common 
eye disorders such as glaucoma and cataract. 

The last lecture in the series, on Arthritis, 
wi ll be held on Tuesday, Dec. 12. 

Dr. John Decker, NIAMDD acting cl inical 
director and chief, Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Branch, will describe how the joints in our 
hodie~ function. He will also speak on joint 
disorders, including rheumatoid arthiritis and 
osteoarthrit is, and cu rrent treatments for 
them. 

For further information, call the Clinical 
Ct•nt!c'r. Office of Clinical Reports and 
Inquiries, 496-2563. 

November 29, 1978 



Italian Scientist Discusses Environmental 
Disaster at Seveso 

The environmental d isaster at Seveso, Italy, 
in which hundreds of uea inhabitan ts had to 
be evacuated from the path of toxic dioxin 
contJmination w hen a chemical plant ex
p loded was the subject o f a recent scientific 
presentation at the National Institute of 
Environmental Heallh Sciences. The speaker 
was Professor Flaminio Cattabeni of the Uni
versity o f M ilan lmtitute o f Pharmacology 
and Pharmacy. 

Dr. David P. Rall, NIEHS D irector, noted 
that Nl[HS scicntisls have fol lowed the Seveso 
incident closely, several have taken an active, 
some!imes on-site role in sampling, analysis, 
and follow-up to the accident." 

Reactor Overheats 

The accident at Seveso took place in a 
chemical reaclOr al a pl,1nt of a Swiss-owned 
l tJlian rnmpany ca llPd ICMESA on Julv 10, 
1976. The plant was manufacturing one oi the 
chemicals u;ed in making !he disinfectant 
hexachlorophcne, but one portion oi th E> 
reac1or overheated and ;i , ai ety valve opened 
spewing dioxin mlo the open air. 

Professor Cattabeni's presental ion focused 
on the sampling techniques developed for 
,111;ily1ing the cont,1min,1tion. The Univer,i ty 
of Milan lnstil1J1e of Ph<1rmc1Cology and PhJr
macy was one o f the scienti fic centers 
contacted soon after thP incident. 

Early and alarming re,u lls of the accident 
included the death oi many small animals
cats, chickens, rabbits, birds, and dogs-and 
the death of vegetation. Adults began to 

Proceedings Published 
On Diarrheal Diseases 
Of Young 

The proceedings of a colloquium on the 
problems oi diarrheal diseases common 10 
young animal, and chi ldren were published 
in a special supplement o f the Journal of the 
American Vc,terinary Medical Association, 
Vol. 173, Sept. 1, 1978. 

Collaborative studies were undertaken by 
veterinary and medical research scientists in 
attempts to solve the problems. Scientists 
from Europe and North America met on 
March 7-9, 1978, at NIH for a colloquium on 
selected diarrheal d iseases of the young, 

They shared new information on viral 
etiological agents including rotaviruses, 
coronaviruses, parvoviruses (and morphologi
cally similar viruses), as well as bacterial 
agents including Escher,chia coli, Salmonella, 
and Shigel/a; information was presented also 
on immunology, physiology, and therapy of 
diarrheal diseases. 

The colloquium was sponsored by the 
Council on Biologic and Therapeutic Agents, 
AVMA; National Institu te of Allergy and In
fectious Diseases; Bureau of Biologics, FDA; 
Science and Education Administration, USDA; 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services, 
USDA; and the Fogarty International Center. 
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experience short-term complaints such as 
b lurred vision and nausea, and several adults 
along with a number of children developed 
chloracne, a severe skin condition w hich 
resembles adolescent acne, but spreads lo 
noncharacteristic parts of the body and is 
much more ,evere. 

Professor Cattabeni described the urgent 
condi tions under which the early lab work had 
to be done. the contamination spread being 
plotted on maps of the Seveso area. "The lab 
where we worked," he said, " looked like a 
battlefield headquarters." Between July 22 and 
Aug. 6, 1976. working 24 hours a day, his lab 
,1nalyLed 1,000 samples of soil, vegetation, 
and cot ton swab wipings. 

Contaminates Soil 

"One of the difficul tie, was the discontinu
ous n,1 ture of the contarn in,1tion.' ' Professor 
Cattabeni said. "We could take a ,ample one 
place that sho" ed dangerously high levels 
o f dioxin, and another ,ample no more than 2 
meters away that showed very low levels." 

i\pproximately 800,000 tons o f soil were 
contamrn,lled. In Jddition, large quantities o f 
pla,tic bags containing contamin,1ted vegeta
tion Jlong with tools and equipment such 
a, clothing used by clean-up and research 
personnel h<1s yet to be dispo~ed of. Dr. Catta
beni showed slide, o f the 9-foot high p lastic 
fence that surrounds the still-closed portions 
0 1 the 1110,t heavily con laminated "zone A." 

Dr. C:attabcn i sa id, '' It is practically impossi
ble to prevent some mechanical transport of 

Professor Cattabeni (I) sits with his host, Dr, James 
D. McKinney, chief of the NIEHS Chemistry Section, 
piior to discussing the Seveso incident. 

the dioxin. There are holes in the fence where 
animals unu children could pass through, and 
birds fly in and oul o f the area all the time, 
spreading the contamination." 

NI EHS has hosted other Italian officials 
vi tally concerned w ith events at Seveso. The 
Honorable Bruno Orsini, a member of the 
Italian Parliament and president of the Parlia
mentary Investigative Commission on the 
ICMESA accident, visited Research Triangle 
PJrk, Sept. 22, and Professor Francesco Pocchi
ari, director of the Institute o f Health in Ita ly's 
M inistry of Health, visited June 22 and 23. 

Sickle Cell Disease Conferees Consider 
New Approaches to Therapy 

A conference on the molecular and cell ular 
bases of ,ickle cell disease and possible new 
,1pproaches to i ts therapy was held recently 
in Paris, France. 

ll was ~ponsored by INSERM (L'lnst i tut 
'\lational de la Sante et de la Recherr.he 
Medical) and by NIH through the Fogarty 
ln!emalional Center, National Insti tute o f 
Arthri tis, Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases, 
and the Naitonal Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Insti tu te. 

The meeting was attended by over 200 
leading scientists concerned w ith hemoglobin 
and red cell research from the U.S., South 
America, the Caribbean, Europe, Africa, the 
Middle East, and the Far East. 

Nobel Laureate Dr. Max Perutz of Cam
bridge University, England, gave the keynote 
address. 

At the opening session, Dr. P. Laudat, 
scientific director of INSERM, reviewed that 
insti tute's programs, 

Dr. John I. Hercules, project officer for 
research and development, Sickle Cell Disease 
Branch, NHLBI, discussed NI H's program for 
development of therapeutic agents for sickle 
cell disease, including a screening laboratory 
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planned for evaluation of potential therapeu
tic agents. 

Dr. Wil l iam A. Eaton of the Laboratory of 
Chemical Physics, NIAMDD, reported on 
studies of the kinetics of sickle hemoglobin 
gelation of various m ixtures of hemoglobins 
which simulate the intracel lular compositions 
of individuals w ith various more benign sickle 
hemoglobin conditions. 

The data from these studies will allow 
precise estimates o f the changes in the prop
erties of the sickle hemoglobin that must be 
a<:complished by therapy to ameliorate the 
condition. 

Dr. Alan N. Schecter of the Laboratory of 
Chemical Biology, NtAMDO, summarized 
studies on the search for stereospecific inhibi
tors of sickle hemoglobin gelation among 
peptides from the hemoglobin amino acid 
sequence that represent contact regions 
among hemoglobin tetramers. 

The results indicate that aromatic amino 
acids and peptides containing aromatic amino 
acids significantly inhibit gelation. 

Conference proceedings wifl be published 
in the spring of 1979. 
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'Institutional Review Boards' 
Report, Recommendations Issued 

The report and recommendations on " Insti
tutional Review Boards" transmitted to HEW 
Secretary Joseph A . Califano, Jr., by the 
National Commission for the Protection o f 
Human Subjects of Biomedical and Behavio ra l 
Research has now been published. 

Previously the commission transmitted 
reports and recommendations on " Research 
W ith the Fetus," " Research Involving Prison
ers," " Psychosurgery," " Research Involving 
Children," and " Research Involving Those 
Institutionalized as Mentally Infirm." 

In its new report, the commission concludes 
that, to assure protectio n o f the rights o f 
human subjects, proposed research involving 
them should be reviewed by Institutional 
Review Boards operating pursuant to Federal 
regulation and located in institutions where 
the research is to be conducted. 

The commission has identified problems 
and areas of uncertainty in the existing 
review system and has developed recommen
dations intended to simpli fy, clarify, and 
strengthen the review process. 

The co mmission recommends enactment of 
Federal laws to authorize the Secretary to 
promulgate regulations requiring assurances 
and board rev iew of research involving human 
subjects whenever such research is supported 
by any Federal department or whenever such 
research is sponsored o r conducted by an 
institution that receives funds from any 
Federal department to provide health care or 
conduct health-related research. 

The commission also recommends enact
ment of Federal laws to authorize and appro
priate funds to support the operation of the 
IRB by direct cost funding. 

Among the most significant recommenda
tions is a provision that the HEW Secretary 
may specifically approve expedited 
review procedures adopted by an IRB for 
carefully defined categories of research that 

present no more than minimal risk. These 
categories sho uld be subject to HEW approval 
befo re the expedited review can be used. 

Once HEW approves, the expedited review 
should be carried o ut by the IRB chairman or 
by an experienced review er design.tied by the 
chairman. 

The commission also recommends that 
informed consent w ould include, among other 
requirements, information about any reason
ably foreseeable risks to subjects, and w hether 
treatment or compensation is avai lable if harm 
occurs. Info rmed consent is to be appropri
ately documented, but certain except ions are 
recommended where w ri tten consent is not 
necessary or, in types of investigations where 
info rmed consent is unnecessary because the 
subject's interests are adequately protected 
and any r isk is slight and remote. 

In addition, the commission recommends 
that the IRB also determine that the research 
methods are appropriate to the objectives o f 
the research and the field of study and Ihat 
the select ion o f subjects is equitab le. 

The commissio n recommendations also call 
fo r Secretary Cal ifano to requi re by regulation 
that an IRB shall review proposed research at 
convened meetings at which a majority o f lhe 
members are present and that approval shall 
be reached by a majority o f members presenl, 
the exception being the Secretary's approval 
of exped ited procedures. 

The IRB should inform invesligal ors o f the 
basis o f decisions to disapprove o r require 
the modification o f proposed research and 
give investigarcn s an opporlunity 10 respond 
in person or in writing. 

The commission's recommendations 
appeared in the Federal Register of Nov. 13, 
7978. Additional copies w ill be available 
w ithin a few days from the Office for Protec
tion fro m Research Risks, NIH, Bethe,da, Md. 
2007 4, (301 ) 496-7005. 

Dr. Thomas E. Malone, NIH Deputy Director, recently prese nted letters of appreciation to a group of 
NIH employees citing their resolution of an issue relating to parking at the Westwood Bldg. result ing in 
a positive effect upon morale . l to r are: Dr. Malone; Dr. William Davis, ORG; Donna Huber, NIGMS; 
Dr. Robert Resnick, NHLBI (retired); Maggie Johnson, ORG; Or. Ernest Johnson, NIAMOO; Deborah 
Hessie, NIAMDO; Christine Davenport, NIMH; and Or. Robert Byrne, NIAIO. Dr. Vincent Price, NIGMS, 
and Ethel Roseman, NIDR, were unable to attend the presentation. 

Page 6 The NIH Record 

Dorothy A. Earm.tn has retired after more than 17 
years of service in the office of the chief, labora
tory of Microbiology and Immunology, NIDR. By 
her understanding of program activities and 
compete nce, Mrs. Earman gave invaluable support 
to the scientific staff. Her immediate retirement 
p lans include a trip with her husband to the 
Philippines to visit their son and grandchildren and 
a vacation in Hawaii. 

LASKER AWARDS 
(Continued from f>dge 1) 

m,m of l he department of research medicine 
at Ihe Universi ty o f Pennsylvania S<.hoo! o f 
Medicine. I le has been the leadi ng advoca,e 
fo r a pneumococc,1I vaccine. His epidemio
logic studies demonstrated that, desp ite the 
advent of the antibiotic era, a vaccine was 
<ai!I needed. He identified the 12 types of 
p neumococcus responsib le fo r 75% of human 
infections and heired develop procedures to 
isolate and puri fy their polysaccharides. 

Dr. Austrian played a major role in the 
clinical tr ials which demonstra ted lhe efficacy 
an d safely oi pneumococcal polysaccharidc 
v.accines, cu lminating in t he l icensing by FDA 
in November 7977 of a 74-valen t pneumo
coccal vaccine. 

D r. Gotsch!ich, an NIAI D contractor and 
grantee, is a professor at Rockefel ler Univer
si ty. He has been the lead ing supporter o f a 
vaccine to conquer meningococci. Beginn ing 
w ith his col laboration w ith the late Dr. 
Malcolm Artenstei n at the Walter Reed Army 
Insti tute for Research, he devised techniques 
to isolate and puri fy polysaccharides from 
G roups A, 8, and C meningococci. 

D r. Golsch!ich was instrumental in estab
lishing lria ls which demonstrated the safety 
and efficacy of the groups A and C vaccines. 
A 1977 field trial of the Group A vaccine in 
Fi nland demonstrated, for the first time, the 
efficacy o f a polysaccharide vaccine in chi l
d ren under the age of 2-those at highest ri sk 
for all types of bacteria! meningitis. 

Three researchers shared the Lasker basic 
medical research aw ard for studies providing 
clues to the nature and control o f pain and 
narcotic drug addiction. 

They were: Dr. Hans W. Kosterli tz, d irecto r 
of the unit for research on addictive drugs, 
Universi ty o f Aberdeen, Scotland; Dr. John 
Hughes, reader in pharmacological biochem
istry, Imperial College of Science and Tech
nology, London; and Dr. So lomon H. Snyder, 
d istinguished service professor o f pharmacol
ogy and psychiatry, Johns Hopkins University. 
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4 New Centers To Spur Immunologic 
Research and Patient Care 

Clockwise from top left are the seven associates 
and their university affiliation: Philip Wexler, 
Rutgers; Diane Mccutcheon, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign; Larry Ellis, Atlanta; Patricia 
Patterson, Syracuse; Barbara Rapp, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Brenda Greene, Pratt 
Institute; and Susan Darnes, University of 
Washington School of librarianship. 

NLM Associates Begin 
Year of Training 

The National Library of Medicine recently 
welcomed seven new NLM associates who 
are beginning a year of intensive training. All 
have earned their master's degrees in library 
science. 

Their program includes a thorough orienta
tion in all Library programs, a course in 
online searching, a variety of seminars, and 
practical experience. 

Individual research projects related to 
developing or managing information systems 
and services wi I I not only contribute to the 
associates' professional growth will also be 
of practical value to NLM. 

Four Centers for Interdiscipli nary Research 
on Immunologic Diseases have been estab
lished by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 

The work of the centers will be concerned 
with research, patient care, and postgraduate 
education. They are located at the University 
of Rochester Medical Center, N.Y.; George
town University School of Medicine, Washing
ton, D.C.; the University of California at 
Los Angeles; and Washington Universi ty 
School of Medicine, St. Lou is. 

A total of $900,000 was set aside by Con
gress to establish a new program to encour
age interdiscipl inary research in immunologi
cally-mediated and allergic diseases including 
asthma. 

The centers seek to accelerate the clinical 
application of new knowledge on the immune 
system and i ts disorders deriving from studies 
in ba~ic biomedical sciences and medical 
specialties. 

Investigations at Rochester will be headed 
by Dr. John P. Leddy, professor of medicine 
and microbiology. 

Examines Complement 

This center will examine the biologic and 
genetic aspects of human complement-a 
complex series of blood proteins involved in 
immune responses-and will characterize the 
human autoi mmune response in which anti
bodies are developed against the body's own 
antigens. 

Research will also be aimed at studying 
asthma and rh initis utilizing b iochemical 
techniques. There al5o w ill be a prospective 
study of the relationship of recurrent lower 
respiratory tract disorders in infancy to the 
development of asthma in adults. 

The research at Georgetown University 

Dr. Thomas C. Bowery, Director, Division of Researcc Resources, answers a question during a television 
program in San Antonio, Tex. Dr. Bowery appeared on a 30-minute interview with Judith Townsend (c), 
administrative coordinator, University of Texas Southwestern Medical School General Research Center 
(GCRC), Dallas. Dr. William Goldwater (r), collaborative programs policy officer, OD, delivers the 
keynote address to the annual conference of GCRC administrative coordinators. The meeting, held 
recently in San Antonio, brought together administrators from the 80 ORR-supported General Clinical 
Research Centers. 
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wi II be directed by Or. Joseph A. Bellanti, 
proiessor of pediatrics and microbiology. 

Investigations w ill be grouped into four 
major areas: an Allergic Diseases and Respira
tory Program includes a project focus ing on 
regional socio-economic impact of immuno
logic diseases, particularly asthma; the in
fectious Diseases Program is aimed at de
veloping a live vaccine directed against 
Haemophilus influenzae type b, a common 
bacterial agent of respiratory infections; an 
Immune Regu latory Program will concentrate 
on producing reagents for use in study of 
autoimmune diseases; and research in the 
lmmunopharmacologic Program will study the 
role of certain skin cells in various skin dis
eases and skin graft rejection. 

The UCLA center will be headed by Dr. 
Jolin I. Fahey, professor and chairman of the 
department of microbiology and immunology. 

Research here will include immune func
tions in various immunologic diseases and 
investigations on possible re lationships of 
genetic markers to such abnormalit ies. 

One project will explore developmental 
changes governing the onset o f allergic reac
tions in young children. Another project w ill 
foc11s on a suspected defect in a regulatory 
mechanism that limits antibody prorlurtion in 
such autoallergic diseases as rheumatoid 
arthritis and systemic lupus erythcmatosus. 

An educational program emphasizing self 
management o f asthma w ill be ini tiaterl for 
children with this condition and their parents. 

Dr. Charles W . Parker, professor of medi
cine, microbiology and immunology, will 
head the center at Washington University. 
Studies will focus on the control of immuno
logic inflammation through analyses of bio
chemical and cell ular events. 

This center will investigate the early bio
chemical events in white b lood cell activation 
and the alteration of white blood cell func
tion in human diseases, particularly in inflam
matory bowel disease. 

Research will also be conducted on the 
role of certain cel ls-mast cells-in the 
tissue deqruction characterist ic of some 
immunologic skin diseases. 

In acidition, efforts will be di rected toward 
characterization of the receptor of lgE-the 
allergic antibody-located on the su rface 
membrane of human and an imal mast cells 
and basophils (white blood cells that contain 
histamine). 

Peter Serkin Featured 
In FAES Concert Dec. 3 

The third concert in the 1978-79 Chamber 
Music Series, sponsored by the Foundation 
for Advanced Education in the Sciences, will 
featu re Peter Serkin in a p iano recital. 

I he concert wil l be held on Sunday, 
Dec. 3, at 4 p.m. in the Masur Auditorium. 

Admission is by ticket only . 
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Laura Wright, file supervisor and Equal Employment 
Opportunity counselor with the National Institute 
of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and 
Stroke, receives the EEO Special Achievement 
Award from Institute Director Dr. Donald B. Tower. 
Mrs. Wright, who has worked with the NIH EEO 
program since its inception, was honored for 
exceptional "leadership, interest, and dedication to 
the implementation of EEO at the NIH and at the 
NINCDS." She is a member of the NIH EEO Advis
ory Council Executive Board, and represents the 
board on the NIH Upward Mobility Advisory 
Committee. 

Personnel Recordings Continue, 
Telephone 496-4608 

Telephone tapes are presented for em
ployees on the fol lowing personnel topics: 
Leave W ithout Pay and 

Absence W ithout Leave Until Dec. 1 
The Civil Service Reform Act Dec. 4-15 
Evaluation of the Telephone 

Taoe Series Dec. 18-29 
Call 496-4608 on the dates ind icated. 

Studies Suggest Hypertension May Be 
Serious Health Problem Among Hispanics 

High blood pressure (hypertension) may be 
a particularly serious health problem for the 
Nation's Hispanics, according to preliminary 
studies presented at a recent meeting of the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood lnstitute's 
Ad Hoc Committee on Hypertension in 
Minority Populations. 

Dr. Richard Goldman, University of New 
Mexico assistant professor of internal medi
cine and pediatrics, and Dr. Larry Schrieber of 
the HEW-supported Questa Health Center, 
Questa, N. Mex., presented studies of high 
blood pressure among Hispanics which com
prise 40 percent of the population in New 
Mexico. 

Dr. Goldman's 10-month screening program 
in shopping centers, schools, and state fairs 
revealed that many Hispanics are unable to get 
to health facilities or health screenings because 
of lack of transportation, inadequate day care 
services, or inability to get time off from work 
o r school. 

Dr. Goldman felt that these factors may 
have affected the screening results which 
showed an unexpectedly low number of 
Hispanic hypertensives. He added that treat
ment of Hispanics w ith high blood pressure is 
complic:ated because those Hispanics who do 
use health facilities tend to do so only when 
they have a serious problem, and as a last 
resort rather than as a preventive measure. 

Results from Dr. Schrieber's review of 
patient charts indicated high blood pressure 
affected almost the same percentage of the 
Hispanics surveyed as Anglos in the general 
population. Evidence also showed an even 
higher percentage of Hispanic females 44 to 
64 years of age who had high blood pressure. 
A subsequent screening program also revealed 
a particularly high percentage of hypertensive 
Hispanic males. 

Frank Weaver of the National Research and 
Demonstration Center, Baylor College of 
Medicine, Texas, which receives NHLBI sup
port, discussed a community survey indicating 
the need for increased awareness of hyper
tension and its relation to cardiovascular 
disease among the Hispanic population. 

W ith the help of Hispanic groups, M r. 
Weaver's group developed a 6-week bilingual 
mass media information campaign which 
included television announcements and a 
bi lingual brochure. Mr. Weaver concluded 
that high blood pressure control in the 
commun ity needs the involvement of Hispanic 
physicians and other health providers, as well 
as the cultivation of health care professionals 
who are aware of the cultural needs of the 
Hispanic community and how these differ
ences affect the effectiveness of hei.llth care. 

For additional information, contact Annie 
Col li ns, National High Blood Pressure Educa
tion Program, NHLBI, Bldg. 31, Rm. SA-10, 
Bethesda, Md. 20014. 

Atlas on Cranium of Newborn 
Available at GPO 

A new publication, The Cranium of the 
Newborn Infant- An Atlas of Tomography and 
Anatomical Sections, recently issued by the 
National Institute of Dental Research, contains 
anatomical illustrations and descriptions. 

Compiled by Ors, Robert H. Pierce, Michael 
W. Mainen, and James F. Bosma, all of NIH, 
the book serves as a basic reference for 
studies of clinical abnormalities. 

Copies of the book, Stock No. 017-047-
000124, may be purchased for $6.50 each 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
GPO, Washington, D.C. 20402. 

5 Members Named to NIEHS Advisory Council Women Golfers Hold Banquet, 
Install New Officers 

Five new appointments have been made to 
the Nat ional Advisory Environmental Heal th 
Sciences Co~ ncil: two members from the law 
profession, one from the arts, and two from 
the medical community: 

Marsha N. Cohen, assistant professor of law 
at Hastings College of Law in San Francisco, 
has been a research attorney for Justice 
Raymond L. Sullivan of the California Supreme 
Court and an attorney for Consumers' Union 
U.S., Inc. and a member of Common Cause, 
a consumer advocacy group. 

Thomas W. Latham, of Evans and Latham 
Law Corporation, San Francisco, has educa
tional background in law, government, 
economics, and science, with experience in 
air pollution control programs and scientific 
research projects. 

He has served as the Staff D irector, Sub
committee on Accounts for the Committee on 
House Administration in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, and on the staff o f former 
Senator Vance Hartke (D-lnd.). 

Dr. Daniel 5. Longnecker is professor in the 
department of pathology at Dartmouth 
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Medical School, special izing in biochemical 
mechanisms of cell injury, experimental pan
creatitis, and carcinogenesis. 

He has held an NIH Special Fellowsh ip in 
the department of pathology at the University 
of Pittsburgh and PHS research grants at the 
University of Iowa, St. Louis University, and 
Dartmouth College. 

Mary Rodgers (Mrs. Henry Guettel), is a 
composer and writer, w ith many productions 
staged on Broadway, and a monthly column 
in McCall's Magazine entitled "Of Two 
Minds." 

She is an active participant in publ ic rela
tions w ith special interest in the welfare and 
education of children and young adults. 

Dr. Stewart G. Wolf, Jr., is vice president 
for medical affairs at St. Lukes Hospital in 
Bethlehem, Pa., a researcher and doctor of 
internal medicine, specializing in gastrointesti
nal, cardiovascu lar, sensory, and neural 
physiology. 

He has previously served on the Board of 
Regents and for the National Library of Medi
cine, the NAHC, and DRG Study Sections. 
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The NIH R&W Women's Golf Association 
recently held i.ln awards banquet and installed 
its new officers. Incoming board members 
are: president, Connie Percy, NCI; treasurer, 
Anne Proctor, CC; secretary, Marie Nylen, 
N IDR; and scorer, Toni Dunlap, Bureau of 
Biologics, FDA. 

Prizes and trophies were given to the 
following team winners: 

A flight. Betty Bolton (captain), Bibi Fur
berg, Sue Hamilton, Ken Jones, Anne Proctor, 
Chas Pruitt, Ei leen Trevisan 

B flight: Mary Sears (captain), Shi rley Aud, 
Susan Dawson, Bernice Kraker, Bobbi Seward, 
Rose Shreiber 

C flight: Nancy Cahill (captain), Rita 
Dettmers, Melvin Hamilton, Mill ie Jennings, 
Grady Nordberg, Nancy Walson 

Individual award winners were: low gross, 
A flight, Ken Jones; low gross, B fl ight, Bobbi 
Seward; low gross, C flight, Hazel Hinds; low 
net, A flight, Susa Hamilton; low net, B 
fl ight, Mary Sears; and low net, C flight, 
Nancy Cahil l. 
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Filing Cabinets Can Tip Over! 
Consider the Hazards-Learn Safety Rules 

Filing cabinets can tip over on you. That's 
what an employee in a Washington office 
recently found out. He was attempting to close 
the stickly lower drawer of a five-tier IJteral 
unit w hen it fell over on him and injured his 
back. 

Several versions of w hat happened and w hy 
have been re lated, but one or more of sa fely 
rules probably were violated. Do you know 
w hat they are? 

To avoid hazardous accidents: 
D Inspect new cabinets when received. 

Check for construct ion defects, such as rough 
edges and loose p,1 rts. Ref u~e to accept 
defective equipment unless repair work can 
be completed before i t is put into use. 
□ Follow th!" m,rnufactu rer's i nstructions 

for instal l ing units. Proper leveling, bolting 
series of cabinets together, shimming cabinet 
fronts to make up for uneven floors and 
making sure that cabinets are vert ical o r 
slightly tilted back are all part o f wha t needs 
to be done before the cabinets are used. 

EMIC Data System 
Demonstration Given 
To NIEHS Employees 

Representatives of the Environmental Muta
genesis Information C:cntcr. Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, recently visi ted the Na
tional Institute of Envi ronmental Health 
Sciences to demonstrate the EMIC data system 
to NIEHS staff. 

John S. Wassom, EMIC d irector, assisted by 
Beth Owens, Rosewhita Haas, and Bill Tye, 
were invited by Dr. Heinrich V. Mal ling, chief, 
Laborato ry of Biochemical Genetics, NIEHS, 
and Dav Robertson, NIEHS librarian. Dr. 
Mal ling, also EM IC pro ject officer, was one of 
the concept's originators. 

Sponsored by NIEHS and NCI, the EMIC 
collects, o rganizes, and disseminates chemical 
mutagenesis in formation. The system Clirrently 
contains over 20,000 records from articles 
published since 1969 from 1,900 sources. 
Each record contains bib liographic details and 
key words of chemicals tested and organisms 
studied. 
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□ Make sure that only one drawer is 
opened at a lime. Most lateral fi les have a 
safety feature which allows only one drawer 
to be out, but this has been known to fa il. 
□ Keep most of the loaded weight of the 

cabinet in the lower drawers. 
□ Load material so that it is toward the 

back of a partially loaded drawer. Loading 
only the front of the drawer can throw the 
cabinet out of balance. 

If you have any questions, call the NIH 
Safety Office, Division of Research Services, 
496-5323. 

TUBE 

TIPS 

If you use the mail tube system, your help 
is needed to improve it. 

The system mJy sometimes be disrupted by 
construction or repair activities. However, the 
Division o f Engineering Services reports that 
most outages are caused by improper use. 
Such objects as newspapers and soft d rink 
containers inserted into the system have been 
troublesome. 

Improper dial ing of the tube c;irrier will 
send you r message astray. 

In following issues of The NIH Record, 
instructions for proper operation of the 
sy~tem and to ~peed messages to their proper 
destination w ill be given. 

DES w ill also provide a training session for 
employee~ who u~e the tube system. If 
interested, contact your administrative officer 
to m;ike arrangements. 

- , 

I 

EMIC capabilities are demonstrated to NIEHS staff 
on portable data processing equipment. Mr. 
Wassom, EMIC director, explains the process to Dr. 
Tong-Man Ong (() and Dr. Malling of NIEHS. Ms. 
Owens operates the terminal keyboard. 

For further information regarding the com
pu ter system, contact the EMIC Informat ion 
Complex/Information Division, Oak Ridge 
Nat ional Laborato ry, P.O. Box Y, Bldg. 9224, 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 37830, or telephone (615) 
483-8611 (Ext. 3-5473) or FTS 850-5473. 
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Dr. Notkins Delivers 
Lippard Memorial 
Lecture 

Dr. Abner L. Notkins, chief of NIDR's 
Laboratory of Oral Medicine, was recently 
invited to deliver the Andrew Mark Lippard 
Memorial l ecture Jt the Arm,rnd Hammer 
Health Science Center in New Yo rk Ci ty. He 
spoke on Viral 
Tropism, Encepha
lit is, and Diabetes 
Melli tus in Animals 
and Humans. 

Interested in the 
et iology and patho
genesis of viral dis
eases, Dr. Nolkins 
has concentrated on 
immuno logic and 
immunopathologic 
processes involved 
in persistent and Dr. Notkins 
recurrent viral infections in the presence of 
neutralizing antibody. 

Other research interests incl ude factors 
controlling the pathogenesis and latency of 
herpes simplex virus in sensory ganglia and, 
most recently, resea·rch on the possible ro le of 
viruses in the etiology of d iabetes melli tus. 

Dr. Notkins has served on the National 
Commission on Diabetes, the Diabetes Melli
tus Coord inat ing Committe<', and the Viro logy 
Task Force, and participated in the Whi te 
House Conference on Juvenile D iabetes. 

The Lippa rd Memorial Lectu res were estab
l ished in 1975 by Prof. and M rs. Stephen J. 
Lippard to stimulate studies on the cause and 
pathogenesis of encephalopathic dis!"ases, 
particula rly with respect to viral components. 

Restricted Environmental 
S1imulation Therapy 
Is Colloquium Topic 

REST (Restricted Environmental Stimulation 
Therapy): A New Approach in Smoking 
Cessation and Weight Control will be the 
to pic o f Dr. Peter Suedfeld tomorrow (Thurs-

1 day, Nov. 30) at 2 p.m. in Bldg. 31, Conf. 
Rm. 9, C wi ng. 

All in terested persons are invited lo the 
Visiti ng Scholar Colloq uium, sponsored by 
th e Behavioral Medicine Branch, Division of 
Heart and Vascular Diseases, National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Insti tute. 

Dr. Suedfcld, professor and chairman of the 
department of psychology, University of 
Bri tish Columbia, has published extensively 
on sensory deprivat ion and motivation. 

He has served as a consultant to numerous 
private and governmental o rganizations, in
cluding the Peace Corps and the Canadian 
Penitentiary Service, and was codirector of a 
Study on Human Responses to H ighway 
Noise. 

He received his Ph.D. degree from Prince
to n University in 1963 and has taught at 
Trento n State Co llege; the Universi ty of 
I llinois (Urbana); and University College, 
Rutgers Universi ty, the State University of 
New Jersey. 

Page 9 



Reminder: 
Pre-register To Attend Conference 
On Surgical Treatment of Morbid Obesity 

Intestinal bypass surgery, an often contro
versial treatment for massive obesity, and 
related techniques will be discussed and 
evaluated by experts at a meeting Dec. 4-5, 
from 9 a.m. to 5. p.m. each day, in Wilson 
Hall, Bldg. 1. 

The Consensus Development Conference 
on Surgical Treatment of Morbid Obesity is 
sponsored by the National Institute of Arth
ri tis, Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases in 
cooperation with the NIH Office of Medical 
Applications of Research and the Fogarty 
Internat ional Center. 

This conference is one of a series of con-

Tibetan Medical Director 
Speaks Today 
At Wilson Hall 

Jigme Tsarong, director of the Tibetan 
Medical Center in Dharamsala, India, will 
speak today (Wednesday, Nov. 29) al 11 :30 
a.m. in Bldg. 1, Wilson Hall. 

He will discuss the tradi tional forms of 
medicine still practiced in Tibet today, high
l ighting an ancient medical tradition to effect 
an understanding and appreciation of this 
system among the international community. 

This lecture is sposored by the Asian
American Cultural Group of the NIH 
M inority Cu ltural Committee. 

sensus development exercises initiated by 
NIH to make evaluation of new medical 
technology more qu ickly available to practic
ing physicians. The process brings together 
authorities in many specialized areas to 
review recent findings and to reach expert 
agreement " consensus" on the efficacy, safety, 
and desirabi li ty of new diagnostic and 
treatment approaches. 

Pre- registration may be requested by call ing 
(301) 496-4955 or writing to the coord inator, 
Dr. Benjamin T. Burton, associate d irector, 
NIAMDD, Bldg. 31, Rm. 9A-03, Bethesda, 
Md. 20014. 

Hannah M. Shields, a biological laboratory techni
cian, NCI, has retired after 30 years with the 
Institute. Prior to the formation in 1973 of the 
Laboratory of Pathophysiology from which she 
retired, she worked in the Laboratories of Bio
chemistry and of Pathology. At her farewell party 
in the CC's 14th floor auditorium, Miss Shields was 
presented with an orchid corsage, a cash gift, and 
a set of luggage that will come in handy because 
she is an avid traveler and plans frequent visits to 
her friends across the country. 

TRAINING TIPS 
The supervisory courses listed below are 

being sponsored by the Executive and Man
agement Development Branch at NIH in 
December and January: 

Brain Chemistry in Mental, Nervous Diseases 
Topic of Science Writers Seminar Dec. 7 

Introduction to Supervision 
Federal Budget Process 
Adverse Actions and Grievances 
Supervisory and Managerial 

Effectiveness 

Dec. 4-8 
Dec. 12-14 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 23-25 

Research on Brain Chemistry in Mental and 
Nervous Diseases, will be the topic of the 
next Science Writers Seminar to be held 
Thursday, Dec. 7, at 9 a.m. in Bldg. 31C, 
Conf. Rm. 9. 

Dr. William E. Bunney, Jr., chief, Biological 
Psych iatry Branch, NIMH, will be moderator. 

Speakers are Dr. John F. Tallman, acting 

NIH Fall Tennis Tournament 
Results Announced 

In one of the closest matches of the 1978 
NIH Fall Tennis Tournament, Brad Lindgren 
defeated Bruce Trapp 7-6, 7-6 to take the 
men's "A" singles title. Women's singles was 
captu red by Debra Rysdyk in three sets over 
Betsy Baker. In the men's "B" singles Rob 
Koven was victorious in straight sets over 
Ted Breitman, 6-2, 6-0. 

Brad Lindgren teamed up wi th Richard 
Broadwell to win the men's doubles over 
Peter Kretschmer and Bill Merrick. The 
women's doubles title went to Pat Thomas 
and Janet Harland, who defeated Patricia 
Wolskee and Sue Hockfield, 6-2, 6-2. 

Janet Harland also won mixed doubles with 
Neal McKinney over Sue Hockfield and Al 
Guiffrida in three sets 6-4, 2-6, 6-4. 
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ch ief, Section on Biochemistry and Pharma
cology, Biological Psychiatry Branch, and Dr. 
Frederick K. Goodwin, chief, Cl inical Psy
chobiology Branch, both of NIMH, and Dr. 
Donald B. Caine, cl inical di rector and chief, 
Experimental Therapeutics Branch, NINCDS 

All interested persons are invited to attend. 

A management course, Management of 
Organization Change, will be offered Jan. 
16-1 9, 1979, with a fo llow-up day on Feb. 23. 

For further information concerning these 
courses, call Sacelia Damuth, 496-6371. 

r 

,~ 
~ 

NIH scientific directors who recently met at the NIH Animal Center tour the Farm Animal Building. L to 
r are: Dr. David Hoel, NIEHS scientific director; Dr. Joe Held, DRS Director, who served as host; Dr. 
Arnold W. Pratt, DCRT Director; Dr. Thomas Chase, NtNCDS scientific directo r; Edward E. Nicholas, Jr., 
DPM director; and Dr. Robert S. Gordon, Special Assistant to the Director, NIH. 
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Two New NLM 
Online Data Bases 
Now Operational 

The National Library of Medicine has intro
duced two new data bases. Avai lable at 
present tu U.S. centers only, the new data 
bases are the "Health Planning and Adminis
tration Data Base" and the "Toxicology Data 
Bank.'' 

The Health Planning and Administration 
Data Base, or "File Health," is an onlinc 
ci tation data base devoted to literature about 
health care planning, organ ization, financing, 
management, manpower, and related subjects. 

Initially, the file will contain relevant cita
tions from MEDLINE journals, citations from 
supplementary journals selected for their 
emphasis on health care matters, and citations 
from journals selected for thei r value for the 
Hospital Literature Index. 

The starting data base contains about 95,000 
ci tations indexed since January 7975 and w ill 
grow at a rate of about 25,000 per year. As 
earlv as pos~ible, citations will be added from 
two' additional sources. The first of these will 
be citat ions to nonserial items-books, techni 
cal reports, etc., from the Library's own 
CATLINE fi le of NLM acquisitions. 

The second step will include citations from 
the National Health Planning Information 
Center (NHPIC) of the Health Resources 
Administration. This literature is now cited in 
the Hea lth Planning Series of the Weekly 
Government Abstracts published by the 
National Technical Information Service. The 
NHPIC component will include serial articles, 
books, and technical reports, some of which 
are available only through NTIS. 

Users of this new data base will encounter 
many unfamiliar serial titles, but there is a 
SERLINE record for each o f them. 

Further information may be obtained by 
contacting the nearest online center or 
Regional Medical Library. 

The Toxicology Data Bank provides users 
with evaluated data o r "facts" about known or 
potentially toxic chem icals. TDB joins RTECS 
(Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Sub
stances), another interactive data retrieval 
system tha: wil l be used in addition to 
TOXLINE, MEDLINE, and CANCERLIT to 
obtain biological/toxicological information 
and data. 

The TDB is arranged by compound records 
that contain data fie lds describing chemical, 
physical, toxicologi cal, and usage properties. 
The 60 data fields are described fu lly in the 
TDB User Manual recently sent to all U.S. 
online centers. 

Of abou t 2,500 compounds o riginally 
selected for the TDB, some 1,000 are repre
sented in the present version of the TDB with 
complete records. The other 1,500 are in 
various stages of the extraction and evaluation 
process and are represented in the data bank 
by an ''initial" record showing only the name, 
TDB number, Chemical Abstracts Service 
registry number, and a statement that data 
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The NIH Tennis Club "D" team finished their 1978 season in second place in the ir divisio n with a 6-1 
record. Team members are (I to r): seated, Peter Kretschmer, Neal McKi~ney, and George Schwartz; 
standing, Dan Simos, Dave Miller, Stu Selonick, David Anderson, and He1kk1 Hervone_n. Not shown are 
Jim Strickland, captain, Hugh Mahanes, Dan Rubin, Steve Padgett, ~erb Dorsey, Oenms Murp~y, Ernest 
Simon, Bud Steckman, Al Giuffrida, Dariush Arasteh, Dale Bulteme1er1 Stan Slater, Roswell Elridge, and 
Tom Becker. 

VISITING SCIENTIST PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 
11/1-Dr, Nicolleta Brunello, Italy, Labora

tory of Precl inical Pharmacology. Sponsor: Dr. 
Erminio Costa, NIMH, WAW Bldg., St. 
El izabeths. 

11/1-Dr. Istvan Schon, Hungary, [ndocrin
ology and Reproduction Research Branch. 
Sponsor: Dr. Erhard Gross, NICHD, Park Bg. 5, 
Rm. 405. 

11/5-Dr. Pradip K. Nandi, India, Clinical 
Endocrinology Branch. Sponsor: Dr. Jacob 
Robbins, NIAMDD, Bg. 10, Rm. 8N310. 

116-Dr. Tapan Som, India, Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology. Sponsor: Dr. Jun-ichi 
Tomizawa, NIAMDD, Bg. 2, Rm. 304. 

extraction is in process. These substance 
records w ill be incorporated in quarterly TDB 
updates. 

Data items for TDB records arc extracted as 
text segments with references to the sources. 
The TDB, like TOXLINE, is basically a free text 
system. Extracts in four data fie lds (human 
toxicity, animal toxicity, laboratory methods, 
and interactants) also are "indexed" with main 
headings taken from NLM's Medical Subject 
Headings (MeSH) vocabulary. 

Initially, the TDB will be avai lable only from 
the NLM computer. During a 2-month famil
iarization period (November and December), 
no charge will be made to NLM's online users 
for online access to the TDB. The normal NLM 
rates wi ll apply for offline printouts. 

To faci li tate use of the file, special TDB 
t raining sessions have been p lanned. For 
further information, contact NLM's Toxicology 
Information Program (301) 496-1131. 
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11/5-Dr. Lubomir Turek, Czechoslovakia, 
Laboratory of Viral Carcinogenesis. Sponsor : 
Dr. George Todaro, Net, Bg. 37, Rm. 1B22. 

11/6- Dr. Sai-Ho Paul Liu, Hong Kong, 
Laboratory of Medicinal Chemistry and Biol
ogy. Sponsor: Dr. John D riscoll, NCI, Bg. 37, 
Rm. 6D24. 

11/7-Dr. Alessandro Tagliamonte, Italy, 
Laboratory of Preclinical Pharmacology. 
Sponsor: Dr. Erminio Costa, NIMH, WAW Bg., 
St. Elizabeths. 

11/8-Dr. Catherine Legraverend, France, 
Developmental Pharmacology Branch. Spon
sor: Dr. Ida Owens, NICHD, Bg. 10, Rm. SB05. 

DR. MINTZ 
(Continued from Page 1) 

influenced by the environment and became 
normal, losing their potential to give rise to 
tumors. 

The NIH Lecture is the latest in a long 
series of honors for Dr. Mintz, including her 
election to the National Academy of Sciences 
in 1973. She also has served on many advisory 
panels, including the Developmental Biology 
Group of the President's Biomedical Research 
Panel and the National Research Council's 
Assembly of Life Sciences. 

D r. Mintz will be introduced by NIH 
D irector D r. Donald S. Fredrickson, and 
remarks by a former colleague at the Institute 
for Cancer Research, Dr. Thomas J. King, now 
director of NCl's Division of Cancer Research 
Resources and Centers, will follow her talk. 
Dr. King was chairman of the department of 
embryology when she joined the Philadelphia 
institute in 1960. 

The program is open to all N IH employees 
and the public. 
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Major Program Will Combat 
Threat of Chemical Hazards 
In Environment 

A major Federal program has been estab
lished to help combat the growing public 
health threat of chemical hazards in the 
environment. 

HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr., 
announced on Nov. 13 the formation of the 
National Toxicology Program, which will draw 
resources from four Federal agencies now 
engaged in testing, research, or regulation of 
toxic chemicals. The program will centralize 
HEW responsibility for coordinating research 
and testing that concerns hazardous 
substances. 

The four HEW agencies involved are the 
National Cancer Institute, the National Insti
tute of Environmental Health Sciences, the 
Food and Drug Administration, and the 
National Insti tute for Occupational Safety and 
Health. 

Secretary Califano has "directed this pro
gram to develop a long-range, comprehensive 
plan to protect Americans from the premature 
death, disease, and long-term il lness so fre
quently associated with toxic substances in 
the environment." 

"The program is intended to accomplish 
four objectives: to establish a better sense of 
priorities; to increase the number of chemi
cals that HEW tests; to expand the scppe of 
current testing not only to determine if 
chemicals cause cancer but also to determine 
if they have other toxic effects as well; and to 
improve the validity and accuracy of testing 
procedures. 

"An important element of the program w ill 
be an annual plan that will set priorities and 
assign responsibilities for detecting, analyzing, 
and developing better methods for determin
ing health effects of chemicals," Secretary 
Cali fano noted. 

An executive committee will be established 
to monitor the new program. It will be com
posed of the heads of the four agencies 
involved as well as the Assistant Secretary for 
Occupational Safety and Health, Departrne'lt 
of Labor; the Chairman, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission; the Administrator, Envi
ronmental Protection Agency; Director, NIH; 
and Assistant Secretary for Health, HEW. 

Dr. Daniel W. Nebert, chief of the Developmental 
Pharmacology Branch, NICHD, was recently 
selected by the University of Vermont College of 
Medicine as the first Annual Pfizer Lecturer. Dr. 
Neher! spoke at the University on Genetic Differ
ence in Drug Metabolism: Association with Drug 
Toxicity and Birth Defects. In studies with inbred 
strains of mice, Dr. Nebert and his colleagues 
found evidence that hereditary factors play a role 
in individuals' susceptibility to drug-related birth 
defects and to disorders associated with other 
environmental agents. (See Sept. 7, 1977, issue of 
The NIH Record, p. 10.) 

He said, "The phenomenal technological 
advances in this country have brought with 
them unfortunate and unforeseen by-products 
creating serious health hazards, as in the case 
of asbestos. We must act quickly and with all 
available resources to identify and control the 
many toxic substances to which our citizens 
are exposed." 

Scientists Cite Need for More Rapid, 
Accurate Diagnosis of Legionnaires' Disease 

Secretary Califano noted that "a relatively 
few of the more than seven million chemicals 
have been tested for carcinogenicity. There 
have been published reports of various animal 
testing of only about 15,000 chemicals." 

Production and use of chemicals in the U.S. 
have increased dramatically since World War 
11. As many as 60,000 are now believed to be 
in or had commercial use. An estimated 600 
to 700 new chemicals are introduced into 
commerce each year. 

Laboratory Facilities Limited 

Limits in laboratory fac ilities and trained 
testing personnel res trict the Nation's capacity 
for testing. Present resources for carcinogene
sis testing in the United States by government 
and industry combined will permit testing no 
more than 500 chemicals per year. It is esti
mated that each animal experiment takes from 
3 to 6 years and costs at least $300,000. 

Secretary Califano said, " The limited re
sources and high costs point up the need for 
this program for establishing priorities in 
chemical testing and using government 
resources as efficiently as possible." 

The program w ill be directed by Dr. David 
P. Rall, who will retain his current position as 
NIEHS Director. He will report to Dr. Julius B. 
Richmond, Assistant Secretary for Health, 
HEW, and Surgeon General of the U.S. Public 
Health Service. 

The budget for the program, in excess of 
$40 million for the first year, will be drawn 
from member agencies. 
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A more rapid and accurate method of 
diagnosing Legionnaires' disease is vitally 
needed, according to scientists who attended 
tb.e International Symposium on Legionnaires' 
Disease in Atlanta, Ga., Nov.13-15. Diagnostic 
methods now in use are cumbersome and 
often inaccurate, and investigators should 
continue to seek a direct means of diagnosis, 
probably by a method of antigen detection. 
Once this is done, the clin ical spectrum of 
Legionnaires' disease can be better defined, 
and a true picture of prevalence can be 
developed. 

The symposium was sponsored by the 
National Institute of Al lergy and Infectious 
Diseases, the Center for Disease Control, and 
the World Health Organization. Dr. Richard 
M. Krause, NIAID Director, welcomed the 
500 scientists from 34 countries who gathered 
to learn more about the Legionnaires' disease 
bacterium (LOB) and the pneumonia-like 
illness it causes. 

The organism that causes Legionnaires' 
disease is a gram negative bacillus that has not 
yet been related genetically to any other 
organism at either the species or genus level. 
However, it is not a "new" organism. One 
study reported at the meeting demonstrated 
that LOB and an unclassified agent isolated in 
1947 are the same species. This study also 
demonstrated the importance of serum banks 
and storing organisms for future investigation. 

Twelve outbreaks of Legionnaires' disease 
have been. identified, including the first one, 
at the time unrecognized, in 1965 at St. Eliza
beths Hospital in D.C., and the second, well
publicized outbreak in 1976 in Philadelphia. 
Sporadic cases have also been reported. 
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Legionnaires' disease generally has the same 
clinical signs as most pneumonias-chil ls, h igh 
fever, lung involvement, and sometimes extra
pulmonary involvement such as diarrhea, 
muscle aches, kidney and liver dysfunction, 
and mental confusion. Prompt treatment with 
erythromycin helps many patients. In gen-
eral, use of this drug reduces mortality from 
15 percent to 5 percent. 

Epidemiology studies showed that Legion
naires' disease occurs more often in men, 
usually middle-aged, and in those w ith a 
history of cigarette smoking and alcohol 
consumption. Scientists suspect that the dis
ease is spread by the airborne route, although 
no instance of person-to-person spread has 
been documented. The attack rate o f the 
disease is quite low; about 2 percent of those 
exposed become ill. 

The reservoir of LOB is unknown, but there 
is some indication that the organism lives in 
soil. It can also survive in water for relatively 
long periods. Four strains of LOB survived 2 to 
4 months in distilled water, and two strains 
lived in unchlorinated tap water for more 
than 1 year. LOB has been recovered from air 
cooling systems on four occasions, but these 
systems may only be incidental distributors 
and not primary producers of the organism. 

Dr. Milton Puziss, chief of the NIAID Bac
teriology and Virology Branch and one of the 
organizers of the symposium, summed up the 
meeting by saying it offered an unusual 
opportunity for scientists to exchange informa
tion and to speed up research on this disease 
by at least a year. 
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