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Gene Panel Rejects Ban 
On Interspecies Transfer 

The NIH Recombinant DNA Advisory Com
mittee (RAC) unanimously rejected a pro
posal to ban experiments in which genes 
from higher animals, including man are 
transferred into animals of other species. 

The vote was taken Oct. 29 by 22 members 
of RAC, a panel that advises NIH Director Dr. 
James B. Wyngaarden, on federally funded 
genetic-engineering experiments. The panel 
includes scientists, physicians, lawyers, 
ethicists and lay members. 

After a discussion ranging from the philo
sophical to the practical, the panel con
cluded that "both the importance of this class 
of experiments and the long-term possibili
ties for treatment of human and animal dis
ease and the development of more efficient 
food sources make it a moral imperative that 
we strongly oppose the blanket prohibition of 
this class of experiments." D 

Artificial Fluid Aids Recovery 
From Guillain-Barre Paralysis 

A treatment in which part of a person's 
blood is replaced with an artificial fluid 
speeds recovery in victims of Guillain-Barre 
syndrome, a paralyzing d isorder of the nerv
ous system, according to a study by scien
tists at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
and 20 other medical centers. 

Results of the study-funded by the Na
tional Institute of Neurological and Communi
cative Disorders and Stroke-were pre
sented at the annual meeting of the American 
Neurological Association in Baltimore by Dr. 
Guy McKhann, director of neurology and 
neurologist-in-chief at Hopkins and an author 
of the study. 

Guillain-Barre syndrome (pronounced 
GHEE-yan bar-RAY) causes sudden paraly
sis in many of its victims. Although the major
ity of Guillain-Barre syndrome (GBS) victims 
recover spontaneously, 10 to 23 percent re
quire respirators in order to breathe, 7 to 22 
percent suffer a permanent paralysis and 2 to 
5 percent die. 

Approximately 500 persons in the U.S. are 
afflicted with the disorder each year. Some 
4,000 of those receiving the swine flu vaccine 
in the 1970s also contracted the disease al
though the Centers for Disease Control in At
lanta estimates only 500 of these cases were 
caused by the vaccine. 

Before the application of the treatment
called plasmapheresis-there was 

(See GU/LLAIN-BARRE, Page 6) 
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Viral Cause of Non-A Non-B Hepatitis 
Found by FDA/NIH Collaborative Work 

What is believed to be the cause of the 
most prevalent type of transfusion
transmitted hepatitis-non-A non-B-has 
been found by a team of government scien
tists led by the Food and Drug Administra
tion's Robert J. Gerety. 

The work ind icates that a virus in the same 
general family as the virus associated with 
AIDS is the cause of this common form of 
hepatitis-called "non-A non-B" hepati
tis- which may cause more than 1,000 
deaths a year. 

Like hepatitis B, non-A non-B hepatitis can 
cause serious, chronic liver d isease and is 
generally contracted through blood transfu
sions or other transfers of body fluids. (Some 
cases also appear sporadically, without 
known exposure.) 

Symptoms include abdominal discomfort, 
nausea and vomiting progressing to jaundice 
in acute cases, but some cases do not pro
duce symptoms that send the infected per
son to the doctor. About 579,000 cases of all 
forms of hepatitis occur each year in the 
United States. 

Ninety percent of an estimated 100,000 or 

A 60-ft. section of the hung celling under the 
canopy In front of the ACRF collapsed Oct. 30 
at 6 a.m. A second 60-ft. section fell later that 
same day. No one was hurt In either Incident. 
The remaining portion of the celllng Is being 
removed Immediately and restoration will take 
place later. Visitors are being rerouted to other 
entrances. As soon as the remaining sections 
are removed, the entrance will be reopened. 
-Photo by John Crawford. 

more transfusion-associated cases (and 40 
percent of sporadic cases) are believed to 
be non-A non-8. These non-A non-B cases 
total an estimated 100,000 per year, and 
about 40 percent become chronic infections. 
About 1 percent o1 all cases-or 1,200 cases 
annually-are fatal. 

The FDA and NIH work was published in 
the Oct. 27 Lancet, a British medical journal. 
The authors are Ors. Gerety and Belinda Seto 
of FDA's Center for Drugs and Biologics; Dr. 
Will iam G. Coleman Jr. of the National Insti
tute of Arthritis, Diabetes, and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases; and Dr. Sten lwarson of the 
University of Goteberg, Sweden. 

The research team wrote that after a dec
ade of worldwide study of non-A non-8 hepa
titis, evidence of a retrovirus was detected in 
four specimens of blood and two plasma
derived products that had transmitted the 
disease to humans and chimpanzees. Fur
ther, evidence of the same relrovirus-type 
agent was then found in all 12 patients stud
ied with non-A non-B hepatitis-but was sel
dom found in apparently healthy individuals. 

HHS Secretary Heckler hailed their work as 
"hopefully the beginning of our complete un
derstanding of this serious form of liver infec
tion," adding: "This discovery could lead to a 
test to detect this last major hepatitis agent in 
U.S. blood bank supplies." (There is already 

(See NON-A, NON-8, Page 8) 

Dr. Richard Axel To Give 
NIH Lecture, November 28 

Dr. Richard Axel, acting director, Institute 
of Cancer Research, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Columbia University, New 
York, will present the NIH Lecture on 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 28. 

Dr. Axel's lecture, "Gene Expression in De
veloping and Adult Neurons," is sponsored 
by the National Institute of Arthritis, Diabetes, 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases. It will 
begin at 8:15 p.m. in the CC Masur 
Auditorium. 

The NIH Lectures were established in 1953 
to recognize outstanding scientific accom
plishment and to contribute to the vital inter
change of scientific information. The lecture
ship is awarded by the NIH Director on the 
advice of the scientific directors. 

Dr. Axel's field of interest is the study of 
how genes control behavior. He is using the 
techniques of recombinant DNA to define a 

(See NIH LECTURE, Page 11) 
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TRAINING TIPS 

The following courses are sponsored by 
the Division of Personnel Management. 

Executive, Management, Course Deadline 
and Supervisory Starts 

Successful Middle 
Management at NIH 1211 11/23 
Committee Dynamics 12/5 11/16 
Introduction to 

Superv1s1on 1/28 1 / 11 

Technical 

Letterwriting for 12/5 11/ 16 
Secretaries 

Freedom of Information 11/ 13 or 10/31 
Workshop (Grants) 11/20 

Administrative 

Travel Orders & Vouchers 12/3 11/ 19 
Basic Time & Attendance 1211 0 11126 

DELPRO 
( for new users only) 12/3 11 /19 

1/ 7 12/34 

To learn more about these and other courses, 
contact the Development and Training Oper
ations Branch, DPM, 496-6371 . 

Volunteers Needed for M.C. Hotline 
The Montgomery County Hotline is seeking 

volunteers for its 24-hour-a-day, 7-days-a
week anonymous and confidential telephone 
service. 

Prospective volunteers must be at least 18 
years of age, high school graduates and 
good listeners. An application must be sub
mitted prior to an interview. 

For further information, call the Mental 
Health Association of Montgomery County at 
949-1255. D 
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NIH Merit Awards Presented to OD Staff 

NIH Merit Awards were recently presented to a select number of outstanding employees in 
the Office of the Director. The recipients, who contributed their ideas, efforts, skills, and atti
tudes to improving aspects of NIH management, were honored for their superior service and 
achievement in their respective areas of employment. NIH Director Dr. James B. Wyngaarden 
made the ceremony's opening remarks and NIH Deputy Director Dr. Thomas E. Malone pre
sented the awards. 

OD Merit Award Recipients (top row, I to r): Carl Fretts, director, Division of Contracts and 
Grants (Equal Employment Opportunity Special Achievement Award); Dr. Kenneth F. Thibodeau, 
Division of Management Polley; Dr. Wyngaarden; Dr. Matone; Michael Gotch, Division of Engi
neering Services, ORS; Lowell D. Peart, Division of Management Polley. Bottom row, (I to r): 
Edward J. Lynch, Office of Program Planning and Evaluation; Leonore Wagner, Office of Pro
gram Planning and Evaluation; Jean G. Oliver, Office of Extramural Research and Training; 
Claire S. Marwick, Division of Contracts and Grants; Joseph P. Macelra, Division of Engineering 
Services, ORS; Geraldine B. Pollen, Division of Financial Management; Philip H. Welty, Jr., Divi
sion of Engineering Services, ORS; and Harry J. Hall, Office of Research Services, ORS. 

Cellular Oncogenes, Cancer 
Subjects of Conference 

Significant progress in understanding the 
structure and function of cellular oncogenes 
and their mode of activation involved in ma
lignancy has been made in the last 2 years. 
The cellular function of some oncogenes in 
normal cell g rowth (growth factors and their 
receptors) has been indicated and the mo
lecular biology of cancer coincides in fact 
with the molecular biology of the cell. 

In an effort to integrate current views of 
various aspects of this development, the 
Fogarty International Center and the National 
Cancer Institute are sponsoring a 2½ day in
ternational conference on Wednesday, Nov. 
14, in the CC Masur Auditorium. The confer
ence will begin at 8:30 a.m. 

The five sessions of the conference are en
titled: (1) The ras Oncogenes and Malig
nancy; (2) Growth Factors, Receptors and 
Oncogenes; (3) Oncogene Activation by 
Chromosomal Translocation; (4) Steps in Cell 
Transformat ion; and (5) Protein Kinases in 
Normal and Malignant Growth. 

The program includes lectures by the fol
lowing: Ors. D. Baltimore, M. Wigler, A. 
Levinson, M. Barbacid, S. Aaronson, M. 
Waterfield, J. Schlessinger, G. Todaro, G. 
Klein, P. Leder, C. Croce, J. Gorffen, R. 
Weinberg, E. Ruley, J. Nevins, J. Minna, C. 
Harris, S. Cohen, R. Erikson, Y. Nishizuka, 
and T. Hunter. 

The organizing committee (D. Givol, D. 
Shemin and S. Aaronson) invited many NIH 
scientists 10 take part in this conference as 
discussants. All researchers are welcome to 
attend; preregistration is required. 

For additional information and registration 
contact Ruth Rappaport, 202/955-6073. D 
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Annual Leave: Use It 
Or You Will Lose It 

Annual leave in excess of the maximum 
carryover balance is normally forfeited if not 
used by the end of the current leave year. If 
you have not already planned to take those 
excess hours of annual leave. you should dis
cuss your leave with your supervisor now 
while there is still time to schedule it. 

Your bi-weekly Earnings and Leave State
ment tells you how much annual leave you 
must use so that you wi ll not lose it when the 
leave year ends on Saturday, Jan. 5, 1985. 

In spite of planning, circumstances some
times arise which prevent taking leave that 
has been scheduled and approved earl ier 
during the leave year. In such cases, the em
ployee and supervisor are jointly responsible 
for ensuring that any " Use or Lose" leave is 
rescheduled in writing before the last three 
bi-weekly pay periods of the leave year. This 
year, your " Use or Lose" leave must be 
scheduled in writing not later than Saturday, 
Nov. 24, 1984. □ 

Brain Study Volunteers Needed 
Normal volunteers over 1 8 years of age 

without a history of psychiatric illness are 
needed for a brain metabolism study using 
the PET scan. 

Two appointments are required for this pro
cedure. A 1-to-2 hour appointment involves 
screening to evaluate suitability. The second 
appointment for the experimental procedure 
requires 4-to-5 hours. This procedure in
volves an injection of rad ioactive 18 
flurodeoxy glucose, periodic blood sampling, 
an auditory attention task and the PET scan 
itself. Volunteers will be paid approximately 
$100 for the two sessions; call 496-4707. D 
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Seventeen NIH Staffers Receive Inventor's Award 
Seventeen NIH staff members recently re

ceived Inventor's Awards given by the Na
tional Tec hnical Information Service (NTIS) of 
the Department of Commerce. Since inven
tion plays a significant role In the innovation 
and commercial development process, NTIS 
is establishing patenting and exclusive 
licensing as a mechanism for moving tech
nology out of government laboratories and 
into the private sector. 

1984Inventlons 

The following is the 1984 list of inventions 
made by NIH inventors: noninvasive optical 
assessment of platelet viability by Dr. Robert 
F. Bonner, Division of Research Services; 
identification and purification of human lung 
tumor associated antigens by Drs. James A. 
Braatz, Kenneth R. McIntire and Gerald L. 
Prinder, National Cancer Institute; synthesis 
and antitumor activity of 5,6-dihydro-5-
azacytidine (compound for use in treatment 
of cancer) by Dr. Mohamed M. Abbasi, John 
A. Seisler and John S. Driscoll, NCI; multiple 
slab gel casting and electrophoresis appara
tus by Ors. Glen E. Brown, Phillip B. Jewett, 
and Timothy P. Karpetsky, NCI; hepatitis im
mune globulin used to inactivate the B virus 
by Ors. David L. Aronson, Robert J. Gerety 
and Edward Tabor, National Center tor Drugs 
and Biologics; fiber optic pH probe for tissue 
measurement by Drs. Victor T. Chen, Seth R. 
Goldstein and David R. Markle, DRS. 

Method of electrofocusing in amphoteric or 
nonamphoteric buffers by Ors. Andreas 
Chrambach and N.Y. Nguyen, National Cen-

Among the NIH award recipients attending the Inventor's Incentive Awards ceremony were (I to 
r): Ors. Stephen M. Felnstone; Phillip B. Jewett; John D. Minna; James L. Mulshlne; David M. 
Colcher; Patricia H. Hand (lower front) ; Dr. Michael Vermess (rear); Deputy Secretary Clarence 
Brown, who presented the awards; Dr. N. Y. Nguyen (lower front) ; Dr. Joseph F. Gallelll (rear); Dr. 
James A. Braatz; Dr. Gerald Prlncler (front); Dr. John Peterson (rear); Dr. Seth R. Goldstein 
(lower front) ; Victor Chen (rear); Dr. John S. Driscoll; Dr. Robert J. Gerety, and Dr. Lowell T. 
Harmison. 

ter for Drugs and Biologics; development of 
monoclonal antibodies which are reactive 
with human breast cancer by Ors. Faye C. 
Austin, David M. Colcher, Patric ia H. Hand, 
Marianna Nuti and Jeffrey Schlom, NCI; 
ethiod1zed oil emulsion for intravenous hepa
tography by Dulal C. Chatterji. Joseph F. 
Gallelli, George T.Grimmes, Jr., and Michael 
Vermess, CC: inactivation of a lip virus by 
Ors. Stephen M. Feinstone and Robert H. 
Purcell, National Institute of Allergy and In
fect ious Diseases. 

Process of using poxviruses for expression 

of foreign genes and the production of 
recombinants that express hepatitis B virus 
surface antigens by Dr. Bernard Moss, 
NIAID; fiber optic probe for measurement of 
oxygen partial pressure in tissue by Drs. 
Raphael V. Fitzgerald and John I. Peterson, 
DRS; development of monoclonal antibodies 
which are react ive against non-small cell 
lung cancer by Drs. James L. Mulshine and 
John D. Minna, NCI ; fiber optic carbon diox
ide partial pressure sensor by Dr. Gerald B. 
Vurek, National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute. D 

Montgomery College Comes to NIH Medical Decisionmaking 
Meeting To Be Held 

Would you like to organize your work bet
ter? Learn principles of computers, career 
planning, and interpersonal communica
tions? Do you want to improve your math and 
verbal skills? And would you like the opportu
nity to earn academic credits from Montgom
ery College? If you answered "yes" to any of 
these questions the NIH Training and Devel
opment Staff has a program designed for you 
. . . The Training and Development Services 
Program or TDSP. 

TDSP is a new series of educational oppor
tunities at NIH, which wil l begin January 
1985. If you are an eligible NIH employee 
GS-8 and below (or WG equivalent) you will 
be able to take courses to help you gain skills 
to better your job performance and enhance 
your career. Coursework is through Mont
gomery College. Classes will be held on the 
NIH campus in Bethesda, after regular work 
hours. There is no charge to you or your 
Institute. 

The TDSP has three components, each de
signed to meet your educational needs: 

• Developmental Services Curriculum 
(DSC). The DSC offers first-year college level 
courses up to 24 credit hours. Work begins 
with a Career Life-Planning workshop, to help 
set career goals and follows through on 
them. Next you may take courses such as 
Fundamentals of English; Introduction to 
Logic; Interpersonal Communication: Intro
duction to the Federal Government; and Time 
Management. If you complete all credit hours 
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in this program you will receive a certificate 
from the NIH. 

• Learning Services Curriculum (LSC). 
The LSC offers refresher courses in Verbal 
Studies, Spelling, Reading, Math, Grammar 
and Study Skills. It is designed for those who 
need to brush-up in these areas before tak
ing courses in the DSC. Not all employees 
will need to take advantage of this 
curriculum . 

• Adult Education Program (AEP). The 
AEP is an existing program of the 
Montgomery County Public School System at 
NIH. It provides basic reading, writing, and 
math skills to employees who need help in 
these areas. Employees who need this pro
gram can go on to the LSC and DSC. 

To ensure your success by placement into 
the appropriate TDSP component, partici
pants will take a diagnostic evaluation. Evalu
ations will be completed in English compre
hension, and math, verbal, and reading skills 

Orientations are planned for December. 
For a brochure that describes the TDSP and 
its eligibility criteria and an orientation 
schedule. call Edith Pruden, Development 
and Training Operations Branch, DPM, 
496-6211 . D 

ATTENTION I 

Announcement of the winner of the NIH 
100th Anniversary Logo Contest has been 
postponed until Nov. 20, 1984, issue of the 
NIH Record. □ 
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The Society for Medical Decisionmaking 
will hold its annual scientific meeting at NIH 
Nov. 28-30. The meeting, to be held in the 
CC Masur Auditorium, is open to all NIH staff. 

The goal of the international group is to 
promote research and education in clinical 
decisionmaking. Recently published work in
cludes guidelines for cancer screening, ef
fect of surgery in asymptomatic gallstones, 
and emergency room prediction of 
myocardial infarction. 

In addition to scientific presentations, the 
3-day meeting will include symposia on 
decisionmaking, artificial intelligence in med
icine, clinical reasoning, and microcom
puters in medicine. 

Society president Harold Sox welcomes all 
NIH staff to attend as guests of the society: 
"As biomedical advances are translated into 
effective clinical tools, physicians will have to 
decide how to use them effectively. Our main 
purpose in holding our meeting at the Clinical 
Center was to create opportunities for 
discussion with our NIH colleagues." □ 

Sesame Street Show Tickets 

The all new stage spectacular starring Jim 
Henson's Sesame Street Muppets will appear 
at the D.C. Armory, Nov. 21 - 25. R&W has 
tickets for the fol lowing dates: Nov. 23, 7:30 
p.m.; Nov. 24, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.; and 
Nov. 25, 2 p.m. Tickets are $6.50. □ 
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CC's Magnetic Resonance lmager, 1 of Only 2 
Presently Operating in Washington, D.C. Area 

The Clinical Center's magnetic resonance 
imager (MRI) has recently undergone an ex
tensive upgrading process which has short
ened patient exam time, increased image 
quality, and improved research capabil ities. 
After more than 6 weeks of upgrad ing the 
unit. patient scanning resumed on Oct. 22. 

In addition to doubling the magnetic field 
force, the renovations have upgraded the 
display image systems to provide greater im
age resolution, and added a separate 
viewing system which allows researchers to 
view previously made images without 
interfering with patient scanning. 

Since the Diagnostic Radiology Depart
ment began operation of MRI this spring, 
more than 400 scans have been conducted 
on CC patients. The unit is one of only two 
presently operating in the Washington, D.C. 
area. There are only about 50 operating in 
the United States and 100 worldwide. 

MRI is also known as nuclear magnetic res
onance (NMR). This new technology provides 
visualization of the internal structure of the 
body without the use of x-rays or radioact ive 
isotopes and without the need for invasive 
procedures such as dye injection or catheter 
insertion. Instead it uses magnetic fields and 
radio waves to provide images of the organs 
and their relationship in the body. 

It also of1ers a number of advantages over 
existing methods of d iagnostic imaging, in
cluding computed tomography (CT). Be
cause it doesn't use ionizing radiation, serial 
images can be taken in a single patient over 
time, providing a means of followup without 
the potential danger of cumulative radiation 
exposure. 

In addition, MRI can produce original im
ages of the body from several different an
gles. CT doesn't have this capability. Viewing 
the body from different planes permits 
greater accuracy in detecting and describing 
abnormalities. 
More Differentiation 

MRI can also commonly differentiate blood 
vessels from other soft tissues, whereas CT 
frequently requires dyes or contrast agents to 
make this determination. 

MRI also d istinguishes tissues which may 
appear similar on CT. Therefore, in some in
stances it can provide a more accurate de
scription of the size and extent of 
abnormalities. 

These factors have proven MRI to be supe
rior to existing methods of diagnosis and im
aging in a number of research studies. MRI 
technology at the CC is being used to study 
many central nervous system disorders. De
tect ion of multiple sclerosis lesions is far su
perior to former imaging techniques. Visuali
zation of the upper spinal cord is also greatly 
improved, and studies are in progress to 
evaluate its use in detecting spinal cord 
abnormalities. 

Brain disorders under study include 
strokes, posterior Iossa tumors, white matter 
diseases, seizures, developmental dyslexia, 
and brain tumors. It is also effective tor de
tecting vascular abnormalities which are not 
seen by CT. Early infarction of the brain is 
more readily detected by MRI because it is 
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Members of the CC Diagnostic Radiology De
partment prepare to Image a patient's Internal 
organs using magnetic resonance Imaging. 
The technician In the foreground Is viewing 
Images from the previous patient on a display 
monitor. 

more sensitive than other techniques. 
"One of the problems we've encountered is 

that it is exquisitely sensitive to a number of 
tissue changes," said Dr. Andrew Dwyer of 
the Diagnostic Radiology Department. "As 
we are able to see smaller, more subtle 
abnormalities in greater detail, we risk mis
taking normal aging changes in the brain for 
those of disease. Hence. further study and 
refinement of diagnostic criteria are in or
der," he explained. 

Studies on heart morphology are also be
ing conducted using MRI. Other studies 
using MRI include Hodgkin's disease, pedi
atric sarcomas, and cancer of the lung, ova
ries, esophagus, and pancreas. 

The hardware that produces these pictures 
consists of a large cylindrical magnet large 
enough to encircle a patient's body. At its 
center, it has a magnetic strength almost 
10,000 times stronger that the earth's mag
netic field. 

It works by measuring the distribution of 
water and other hydrogen-rich molecules in 
the body, and is based on the principle that 
atoms in the body act like tiny spinning 
magnets. 

When a patient's body is placed inside the 
MRI unit the nuclei of these atoms line up in a 
magnetic field. Radio waves are then 
beamed at the patient at an angle to the 
magnetic field, bumping the nuclei out of 
alignment. 

When the radio waves are turned off, the 
nuclei bounce back emitting a radio wave 
signal. The speed at which the nuclei bounce 
back is dependent upon the surrounding tis
sue. By measuring the signal strength while 
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the nuclei are returning to their original posi
tions, researchers can differentiate fat, 
blood, muscle, and tumor tissue. 

MRI scans have been conducted on pa
tients since 1981. To date, extensive studies 
on its safety show no pathological, develop
mental, or genetic consequences of expo
sure to electromagnetic fields. 

While the levels of magnetic power pro
duce no known deleterious effects. it does 
require certain precautions. Mechanical 
watches, cameras, pacemakers, and bank 
and credit cards are affected by the mag
netic field. In addition, loose metal objects, 
such as keys, paper clips, and pens, could 
be pulled into the machine injuring patients. 
Personnel entering the MRI area are in
structed to leave such objects. including 
those in shirt pockets, in the control room. 

Patients undergoing scans are prohibited 
from wearing metal jewelry. Scans are not 
routinely performed on patients with pace
makers, permanent surgical clips on blood 
vessels, or prosthetic devices. 

These devices may be dislodged or their 
functioning may be altered by the magnet. As 
a precautionary measure, pregnant patients 
are not tested by MRI. 

While still in its infancy, MRI is providing 
outstanding advantages to cl inical research. 
The future holds great promise as scientists 
continue to improve and expand the uses of 
this new technology.-Colleen Henrichsen D 

Improved Lighting on NIH Campus 

With the arrival of tall and the end of day
light saving lime, many more NIH employees 
will again find it necessary to arrive at or 
leave from work during nondaylight hours. As 
a part of a continuing effort to improve exte
rior lighting for the convenience and safety of 
NIH employees, the following actions have 
been or are being taken by the Division of 
Engineering Services. 

• Over the last several months, additional 
lighting has been installed along the path be
tween Bldg. 34 and parking lot 41 8, along 
the c losed section of South Dr. south of the 
Clinical Center, at the parking lot in front of 
Bldg. 60 (Convent), and around Bldg. 82 
(Bloch Bldg.). 

• Additional lighting is being installed on 
the top level of MLP---6 and along a new 
walkway southwest of the Metro Station. 

• A study was undertaken near Bldg. 20 to 
determine the value of replacing mercury 
vapor lamps with high pressure sodium 
lamps. The latter lamps provide twice as 
much light as the mercury vapor type with 
lower power consumption. 

As a result , it has been concluded that all 
existing mercury vapor lamps should be re
placed with high pressure sodium lamps. The 
new lamps have been ordered and wil l be in
stalled this fall. 

• Additional lighting is under design for the 
following locations: Northeast of Bldg. 6; 
south of Bldg. 10 cafeteria/library exits; north 
side of Center Dr. to Wisconsin Ave. ; Center 
Dr. to Wisconsin Ave., diagonal walkway; 
north side of Lincoln Dr. from Bldg. 36 to Old 
Georgetown Rd.; Bldg. 37 to South Dr., and 
north and south ends of Bldg. 1. 

Employees who note areas that have lights 
not working, or are not on when it is dark, are 
encouraged to call 496-6284. D 
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NIDA Announces Two Senior Staff Changes 
Dr. Marie U. Nylen has been named asso

ciate d irector for the N IDR Extramural Pro
gram, succeeding Dr. John F. Goggins who 
has accepted the deanship at Marquette Uni
versity School of Dentistry in Milwaukee, Wis. 
Dr. Abner L. Notkins. chief of the laboratory 
of Oral Medicine has been appointed acting 
d irector for the Intramural Research Program, 
replacing Dr. Nylen. Dr. Notkins will also 
retain his position as chief of the Laboratory 
of Oral Medicine . 

For the past 7 years, Dr. Nylen has di
rected the lnstitute's diverse intramural re
search programs. 

In her new position, Dr. Nylen wi ll adminis
ter the lnstitute's Extramural Program. This 
component consists of three categorical 
branches which fund research in periodontal 
and soft tissue diseases, c raniofacial anoma
lies, pain control and behavior, and caries 
and restorative materials. 

Oral Disease Prevention 
The unit also has a Scientific Review 

Branch, a Grants Management Section, and 
a Contract Management Section. Each of the 
program areas supports a fu ll range of re
search and research training from basic 
studies to clinical projects related to treat
ment and prevention of oral disease and 
disorders. 

A native of Denmark, Dr. Nylen received 
her dental degree from the Royal Dental 
College of the University of Copenhagen in 

Dr. Nylen 

1947. She came to NIDR in 1949 as a guest 
worker and postdoctoral fellow but returned 
to Denmark in 1951 to serve as assistant pro
fessor in the Department of Oral Diagnosis at 
the Royal Dental College. She resumed her 
NIDR career in 1955 as a biologist in the Lab
oratory of Histology and Pathology and was 
named chief of that laboratory in 1969. In 
1977 she became the first woman to head an 
Intramural Program at NIH when she was 
named intramural director, NIDA. Throughout 
her distinguished career, Dr.Nylen's research 
interests have centered on the development 
and structure of mineralized tissues, the mor
phology of teeth, and the effect of 
tetracycline on developing bones and teeth. 
She is internationally recognized for her con
tributions in these research areas and is also 
noted for her work in electron microscopy as 
an aid in dental research 
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Dr. Notklns 

She has received both national and inter
national awards, including an honorary de-

' gree of Doctor Odontologiae from the Royal 
College of Denmark, the IADR's Isaac Schour 
Memorial Award, the International Associa
tion for Dental Research Award for Basic Re
search in Biological Mineralization, the 
Federal Women's Award, the DHEW Distin
guished Service Award, and an honorary de
gree of Doctor of Science from Georgetown 
University. 

She is a fe llow of the American College of 
Dentists and has served as president for both 
the American Association for Dental Re
search and the International Association for 
Dental Research. 

Dr. Abner Louis Notkins began his NIH ca
reer in 1953 after receiving a B.A. from Yale, 
an M.D. degree from New York University 
and then serving an internship and residency 
in internal medicine at Johns Hopkins Hospi
tal. From 1960-61 he served as a research 
associate at the National Cancer Institute. 
The following year he joined the Dental lnsti- · 
tute as a principal investigator in the Labora
tory of Microbiology. When the intramural lab
oratories were reorganized in 1973, Dr. 
Notkins was named chief of the then newly 
established Laboratory of Oral Medicine. 

Diabetes Research 
Dr. Notkins is internationally known for his 

research in d iabetes and specifically for his 
work relating viruses to beta cel l damage. He 
is also an authority on viral immunology and 
immunopathology. 

He is the author of numerous scientific arti
cles, has delivered a number of honorary lec
tures and is the recipient of the DHEW Meri
torious Service Medal, the David Rumbaugh 
Scientific Award of the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation, and the DHHS Distinguished 
Service Medal. Dr. Notkins is also an elected 
member of the Association of American 
Physicians. 

Dr. John F. Goggins retired from the 
USPHS Commissioned Corps on Oct. 1, 
1984, having served as associate d irector for 
the Extramural Program for the past 2 years. 
Dr. Goggins also served as NIDR deputy di
rector sharing responsibility with the Director 
in establishing and carrying out Institute 
programs. □ 

The NIH Record 

Acid Precipitation Subject 
Of Nov. 15-16 Conference 

Health effects of acid precipitation (rain, 
snow. sleet, dew, etc.)- especially its re la
tionship to toxic heavy metals and their avail
ability in the environment-will be the subject 
of an international conference on Nov. 15-16 
at the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences in Research Triangle Park, 
N.C. 

The conference will be held in the N IEHS 
Building 101 Conference Center in lour ses
sions devoted to specific topics of concern. 

Scientists from major universities in the 
U.S. , Sweden, Canada, England, and 
Scotland will make presentations. 

Session I will consider possible health ef
fects of acid precursor pollutants: Session II 
will look at acid precipitation as it relates to 
the availability of metals to human subjects, 
and Session 111 will focus on the change in 
form or availabil ity of toxic metals as a con
sequence of acid precipitation. 

Session IV will be a forum for summarizing 
the first three sessions and discussing re
search needs. 

Dr. Robert A. Goyer, NIEHS Deputy Direc
tor and NIEHS host for the conference, ex
plained that a workshop on acid precipitation 
was convened in January 1984 at the request 
of the House Committee on Appropriations. 

"The January workshop was made up of 
governmental and nongovernment scientists 
who recommended that a global conference 
be held to fully explore the complex issues 
associated with the acid precipitation prob
lem," he said. This conference is in response 
to that recommendation. 

Those who want to attend the conference 
should contact Mary Hogan, NIEHS (82-05), 
P.O. Box 12233, Research Triangle Park, 
N.C. 27709, or call (919) 541-7620, or FTS 
629-7620. Attendance will be by reservation 
only and will be limited by the capacity of the 
NIEHS conference room. □ 

Tom Knowles (I) and Bob SIiverman wlll ap
pear In Harvey, a delightful comedy about a 
droll eccentric gentleman who has an Imagi
nary 6-foot rabbit for a companion. The show 
wlll be presented by the NIH R&W Theatre 
Group on Nov. 9, 10, 11 , 16 and 17 In the Jack 
Masur Auditorium In the Cllnlcal Center. 
Tickets are $4.50, $2.50 for chlldren 12 and un
der, and may be purchased In advance from 
R&W. For more Information call 496-4600, or 
598-5668, 
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Dr. Thos. Necheles, NCI, Dies 
Of Heart Attack at Age 51 

Dr. Thomas F. Necheles, acting chief of the 
Clinical Trials Section in the Biological Re
sponse Modifiers Program, NCI, died of a 
heart attack on Sept. 5. He was 51. 

Before joining NCI in January 1984, he had 
been chairman of the Infectious Disease 
Control Committee and was Infectious Dis
ease Control Officer at Kennedy Memorial 
Hospital in Brighton, Mass. 

Dr. Necheles was an outstanding pediatric 
hematologist and cancer scientist. For a 
number of years, he was a c lose associate of 
the world renowned hematologist Dr. William 
Dameshek, with whom he coauthored several 
papers. 

Dr. Necheles' work focused on defects of 
hemoglobin synthesis and on congenital ane
mia. His contributions include published 
studies on clincial observations of diseases 
such as sickle cell anemia, malignant mela
noma, and neuroblastoma. 

Dr. Necheles earned his BA, BS, and MS 
from the University of Chicago. He received 
his M.D. and Ph.D. from that institution in 
1961, and his MPH from Boston Univesity in 
1981. After an internship at the New England 
Medical Center Hospital, he completed his 
medical residency training at Boston City 
Hospital in 1963. 

His academic honors included election to 
Sigma Xi, first prize in an essay contest spon
sored by the American Diabetic Association, 
a Meade Johnson scholarship, and a USPHS 
Medical Traineeship. 

He was a member of several societies, in
cluding the American Society of Hematology, 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology, 
and the American Society of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology. He was the author, 
coauthor, or editor of more than 85 scientific 
papers and books. 

Mark F. Kochevar has been named admlnlstra• 
tlve officer of the NCI Division of Cancer Etiol
ogy. He received the NIH Director's Award In 
1983 for administrative support to the Cllnlcal 
Oncology Program In developing and lmple• 
mentlng the NCI outpatient voucher program 
and In construction of the Radiation Oncology 
Branch Department. 
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FIC Budget Officer Retires After 40 Years' Service 
Thomas C. Leffingwell, Fogarty Interna

tional Center budget officer, retired at the 
end of the fiscal year with 40 years of govern
ment service. 

He began his career at the War Depart
ment and went from there to the National Bu
reau of Standards, in the Department of Com
merce. In 1956-after serving as principal 
administrative officer for LaRoe 
Instruments-he came to the National Insti
tutes of Health, where he has worked in vari
ous administrative capacities. 

In 1961 , he was administrative officer for 
the President's Conference on Aging, which 
made recommendations for the establish
ment of the National Institute on Aging and 
the establishment of Medicare. In the follow
ing years, Mr. Leffingwell held a number of 
management positions within the Depart
ment. In 1968, he transferred to the newly es
tablished Fogarty International Center, where 
he has been ever since. 

Known for his administrative and manage
rial ability, as well as his good nature and un
failing courtesy, he has been the recipient of 
many tributes throughout the years. He has 
also received special recognition for his work 
with the Combined Federal Campaign. 

In 1973, Mr. Leffingwell submitted the 

GUILLAIN-BARRE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

no effective therapy for the condition other 
than supportive medical care. In plasma
pheresis, physicians remove the body's 
blood plasma and replace it with an artif1c1al 
fluid. 

Dr. McKhann said that GBS results from a 
decreased ability of nerves to carry the elec
trical impulses that permit movement. This in 
turn probably is as a result of damage to the 
myelin sheath-the insulating material that 
surrounds the nerves and permits electrical 
conduction. 

This damage, Dr. McKhann hypothesizes, 
may result from an attack upon the myelin by 
the patient's own defenses , when, for un
known reasons, the patient makes antibodies 
against his own myelin. 

Antibodies are proteins that ordinarily cling 
to the surfaces of substances foreign to the 
body. They serve as markers, tagging the 
unwanted substances for identification and 
later destruction by the body's defenses. 

120 Patients Placed on Therapy 

In GBS, antibodies c ling to the myelin and 
disturb the electrical impulses necessary for 
nerve function. Plasmapheresis probably 
works because it disposes of much of the 
plasma-which contains the antibodies
and replaces it with an antibody-free fluid. 

In the study, the investigators placed 120 
patients with severe cases of GBS on plas
mapheresis therapy and compared them with 
a group of patients that received intensive 
conventional therapy. 

Of those patients so ill they were unable to 
walk, plasmapheresis restored mobility in 53 
days, compared to 85 days for the untreated 
patients. The plasmapheresis patients who 
required a respirator regained their ability to 
breath unaided in 29 days, compared to 40 
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Thomas Leffingwell receives a certificate of 
merit from Dr. Craig Wallace, Director of the 
Fogarty International Center, as Mrs. 
Lefflngwell looks on. 

award-winning employee suggestion con
cerning the mailing of books, which was sub
sequently adopted by the NIH and resulted in 
an estimated savings of about $5,000 per 
year. 

A reception was held in his honor on Sept. 
25, and many friends and co-workers gath
ered to wish him well. In his retirement, he 
will pursue his life-long interest in music while 
continuing to be actively employed. □ 

days for the other group. 
According to Dr. McKhann, the patients on 

respirators were the sickest. Of this group, 
those receiving the plasmapheresis treat
ment regained the ability to walk in 97 days, 
compared to 1 70 days for the 
nonplasmapheresis patients. 

Thirty percent of the patients, however, did 
not benefit from the treatment. 

Others Noted 

Other institutions participating in the study 
were: Toronto General Hospital, University oi 
Western Ontario, University of Texas at 
Dallas, Duke University Medical Center, 
Montreal General Hospital, University of 
Michigan Hospital, University of California 
San Francisco, and Children's Hospital of 
San Francisco. 

Also University of Calgary, Medical College 
of Wisconsin, University oi Pennsylvania, 
Emory University School of Medicine, 
Brigham and Women's Hospital, Tuft's New 
England/University of Vermont, Walter Reed 
Army Hospital, the University Hospitals of 
Cleveland, Columbia Neurological Institute 
and the University of Rochester- From 
Johns Hopkins News Report. □ 

Leona Mitchell Tickets Available 

R&W has tickets to see Leona Mitchell at 
the Kennedy Center Concert Hall, Dec. 7, at 
8:30 p.m. Leona Mitchell, Metropolitan Opera 
soprano, will be performing a program of 
Handel, Mozart, Meyerbeer and Verdi arias, 
Lieder and spirituals. R&W discount ticket 
price is $14.25 including service charge. □ 

Civilization can only be understood by those 
who are civi/ized.-Alfred Whitehead 
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'WE CAN DO IT' Was Theme of Employ the Handicapped Week 

Harold J. Russell Is chairman, President's 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. 

MAPB Reorganization Announced 
The Medical Arts and Photography Branch, 

DRS, has been reorganized into four sec
tions, MAPB chief Ron Winterrowd has 
announced. 

These sections are Design, Graphics, Pho
tography and Medical Illustration. 

Also, motion picture services and special 
events have been combined under the office 
of the chief. This new unit will include cine
matography, sound recordings, editing and 
related laboratory services, and all special 
events including poster presentations, slide 
shows, exhibits, congressional and VIP pres
entations, Medicine for the Layman lectures, 
signage system design and production and 
any other special requests. 

Elaine Hamilton will serve as acting chief of 
the Motion Picture and Special Events Unit. 
Her phone number is 496-6960 for service 
requests □ 
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The NIH Handicapped Employees Commit
tee and the Division of Equal Opportunity 
thank the employees of NIH for the opportu
nity to demonstrate to them that "We Can Do 
It." The program was held at NIH on Oct. 10, 
11, and 12 during the National "Employ the 
Handicapped" Week. 

If you are interested in employing the 
handicapped an invitation is extended for 
you to attend any meeting of the committee 
which is held on the fourth Thrusday of each 
month in Conf. Rm. 4 at 2 p.m. If you have 
any questions regarding employment of the 
handicapped, call 496-2906 or 496-2403. 

Remember the disabled are able to work. 

" Beep Ball" players visit from the Northern Virginia League. 

Successful Middle Management Course Being Offered 
Successful middle managers at NIH have 

12 characteristics in common. The 12 char
acteristics, or competencies, were identified 
in research performed by staff in the Devel
opment and Training Operations Branch, 
DPM. In a series of three courses, NIH mana
gers can learn about these competencies 
and how to use them. 

The first course, "Successful Middle Man
agement at NIH" was held in October. Partic
ipants give the course an overall rating of 4.8 
on a 5 point scale. 

In an effort to develop courses that reflect 
management realities of NIH, a study was 
conducted to determine what competencies 
were key to superior managerial perform
ance. Twenty-four middle managers were 
asked to discuss three critical events in their 
management experience-two of which they 
considered successes and one failure. Inter
views were taped and later analyzed for com
petency themes. 

Six of the 12 competencies identified 
clearly separated superior from average 
managers. Each competency describes be
haviors that are important to effective man
agement at NIH. For example, some mana
gers are more successful in producing 
significant changes in their organization. 
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Research shows that "strategic orienta
tion" is one key competency underlying ac
complishing changes. Individuals 
demonstrating this competency identify key 
actors figuring in the change, then sell their 
ideas to them, thus building coalitions. Sub
sequent steps involve developing plans to 
achieve their goals and staying involved in 
the change process once plans are under 
way. 

Based on the study NIH training staff is de
veloping a middle management curriculum. 
In the October course, managers GS 12-14 
were introduced to the 12 competencies 
through presentations, group discussions, 
and case studies illustrating actual NIH 
situations. 

Successive courses planned in the man
agement curriculum will focus on two other 
issues. The first course stresses how to de
velop and carry out change projects that cut 
across organizational lines. The second 
course focuses on managerial negotiaton 
and influence. 

" Successful Middle Management at NIH" is 
next scheduled for Dec. 11-13. The two sup
port courses will be offered in the spring . Fur
ther information is available from Dr. Gary 
Combs, program manager, 496-2496. □-
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Patricia Turner receives her trophy from Roy 
Jefferson as first place winner of the female 
over 40 category (running time 22:13). 

Henry O'Connell, winner of the male under 39 
division, receives his trophy from Roy 
Jefferson (running time 16:13). 

NON-A, NON-B 
(Continued from Page 1) 

a test for hepatitis B, which also can be 
transmitted in blood. Less serious hepatitis A 
is primarily transmitted via fecally contami
nated foods.) 

"It also may open the door to possible de
velopment of a vaccine to prevent the non-A 
non-8 disease entirely," Secretary Heckler 
said. Such a vaccine was approved in 1981 
for hepatitis B. 

Combined Federal Campaign Kickoff Results 

The retrovirus itself has not yet been isola
ted but was detected by a test the Gerety 
team devised for blood analysis. The test de
tects a "tracer" enzyme called reverse 
transcriptase or RT. While RT was found in all 
the infected plasma tested, it was found in 
only two samples from 49 healthy plasma do
nors and lab workers. 

Additional studies are under way to specif
ically identify the virus-but in the meantime, 
RT apears to provide an effective test for 
non-A non-8 in patients and blood products. 
Indeed, although not reported in the Lancet 
article, a U.S. patent has been issued to FDA 
scientists for non-A non-8 test reagents. 

The Second Annual 1985 Combined Fed
eral Campaign was launched on Oct. 15, with 
more than 100 spirited runners and an equal 
number of walkers and spectators. The front 
of Bldg. 1 was the scene of the event with 
balloons given out by clowns, George Gaines 
and Joyce Pilcher. 

Ben Fulton, master of ceremonies, welcomed 
the spirited crowd and kept the brief kickoff 
ceremony lively as speeches were made and 
remarks given by Dr. John Marshall, Director, 
National Center for Health Services Re
search, Public Health Service, and PHS Com
bined Federal Campaign Vice-Chairman. 

Roy Jefferson, staff representative for the 
NFL Players Association and former Red
skins' player, commended the large number 
of participants and spectators who used their 
lunch hour to demonstrate their desire to help 
mill ions of their neighbors in the National 
Capital Area. Roy started the race and also 
presented the trophies to the winners at the 
completion of the 5 kilometer run. 

Or. Marc Lippman, NCI research scientist 
and president of Health's Angels, gave the 
instructions to the runners and to people who 
participated in a 2 kilometer walk. 

The winners in the male under 40 category: 

Place 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Runner 
Henry O'Connell 
Jerry E. Moore 
Gregory T. Kitten 

Time 
16:13 
17:45 
18: 11 

The winners in the males over 40 category: 
Place Runner Time 
1st Al Yergey 18:44 
2nd Rick Davey 18:55 
3rd Audry J. Shawver Jr. 19:47 

The winners in the female under 40 
category: 
Place 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Runner 
Allison Wichman 
Jo White 
Maureen Fagan Ruel 

The winners in the female over 40 
category: 
Place 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
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Runner 
Patricia Turner 
Chris Keenan 
Connie Lowe 

Time 
19:54 
20:56 
21 :40 

Time 
22:13 
23:43 
24:40 

The walkers were presented certificates of 
accomplishment, and the 12 winners of the 
run were presented trophies for first place, 
silver medals for second place, and bronze 
medals for third place. One hundred and 
eight walkers completed the course, and 82 
runners completed their course. 

The Second Annual Kickoff Walk/Run event 
was sponsored jointly by the NIH Health's 
Angels, NIH Recreation and Welfare Associ
ation, and the NIH-CFC Coordinating 
Committee. 

R&W General Manager Randy Schools 
coordinated the drawing of the prizes do
nated by the R&W Association. 

CATCH 
1'HE 

Sl>tlll1' 

Non-A non-8 hepatitis is only the second 
human disease of major proportions in the 
United States to be linked to the family of 
viruses called retroviruses. The retrovirus 
HTLV-11I was recently linked to AIDS by NIH 
researchers. Previously, retroviruses had 
been thought to be implicated primarily in an
imal diseases., 

Non-A non-8 hepatitis clinically resembles 
other forms of hepatitis, but its cause has 
eluded scientists despite years of intensive 
research. 

When hepatitis B virus was identified in 
1970 and a test for blood supplies was sub
sequently developed, public health officials 
at first thought that the problem of 
transfusion-associated hepatitis was solved. 
But cases continued to occur, leading scien
tists to search for yet another hepatitis 
virus. D 

NIH-CFC Kickoff Committee with representatives from PHS and HHS. 
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NCl's Radiation Oncology Branch 
Dedicated to Dr. Henry Kaplan 

Scientists in the NCI Radiation Oncology 
Branch recently dedicated their new fac ili
ties, located in an underground wing of the 
Clinical Center, to the late Dr. Henry S. 
Kaplan. NCI Director Dr. Vincent T. DeVita 
Jr., and Dr. Eli Glatstein , chief of the branch, 
spoke at the opening ceremony, Oct. 10. 

In his opening remarks, Dr. Glatstein re
viewed Dr. Kaplan's many achievements and 
contributions to cancer research. Dr. Kaplan 
was a pioneer in developing radiation treat
ment for cancer. He was a radiologist with 
the NCI from 194 7 to 1948, then became a 
professor of radiology at Stanford University, 
Calif., where he remained until his death last 
February. 

Dr. Kaplan served on many international 
medical advisory panels and was a mentor to 
radiologists and cancer specialists around 
the world. He was known especially for his 
work with malignant lymphomas and 
Hodgkin's disease, and as coinventor of the 
linear accelerator. "He was a colossus; a 
master oncologist," said Dr. GlatsteIn. The 
linear accelerator is still used as the standard 
of treatment in cancer radiation therapy. 

Dr. DeVita also spoke of Dr. Kaplan's con
tribut ions, not just as a respected scientist 
and dedicated member of many cancer advi
sory boards, but also as a teacher and friend. 

"The Radiation Oncology Branch is almost 
an extension of Dr. Kaplan, not just because 
he had such a guiding hand in developing 
the department, but because his influence 
remains in the quality of his students di
recting and manning the lab," said Dr. 
DeVita. 

Representing the Kaplan family was Dr. 
Kaplan's son, Paul, who said his father knew 
before he died that the department would be 
dedicated to him. That pleased Dr. Kaplan, 
Paul said, because he was so impressed with 
the work being done in the department. 

About 150 radiation therapists and re
searchers from around the country attended 
the dedication, held in the Clinical Center. A 
plaque honoring Dr. Kaplan will be placed in 
the department. D 

Nancy Brun Named Chief, NCI 
Graphics and Audiovisual Section 

Nancy Brun has been named chief of the 
Graphics and Audiovisual Section of the NCI 
Office of Cancer Communications. 

As chief, Ms. Brun is responsible for many 
diverse services. She and her staff manage 
the production of all NCI publications, includ
ing photography, design and printing: proc
ess Freedom of Information requests: handle 
public information materials clearance· 

. gather news clippings for the NCI administra
tion; develop exhibits for professional confer
ences, and coordinate the NCI speakers 
bureau. D 

A man doubtful of his dinner , or trembling at a 
creditor. is not much disposed to abstract medi
tation or remote inquiries.-Dr. Samuel Johnson 
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Dr. DeVita Presents Awards to NCI Employees 
Twenty-four NCI employees received spe

c ial awards Thursday, Oct. 18, at the lnsti
tute's annual ceremony in Wilson Hall. Dr. 
Vincent T. DeVita, Jr., NCI Director, honored 
the employees for their "contributions to the 
overall excellence of the NCI and its pro
grams." 

The awards included: the PHS Outstanding 
Service Medal, the PHS Outstanding Unit Ci
tation, NIH Awards of Merit, EEO Special 
Achievement Awards, and length of service 
awards. 

Larry M. Kleinman, head of the Clinical 
Products Section of the Pharmaceutical Re
sources Branch, Division of Cancer Treat
ment (OCT), received the PHS Outstanding 
Service Medal " for his sustained perform
ance in managing chemotherapy drug 
contracts." 

The PHS Outstanding Unit Citation recog
nized the Medicine Branch, OCT. The award 
went to the nine senior personnel responsible 
for initiating and completing a clinical trial of 
chemotherapy that doubles the cure rate of 
patients with advanced diffuse lymphoma: 
Dr. Richard I. Fisher, former branch senior in
vestigator, now chief, hematology-oncology 
section, Loyola University, Chicago; Dr. Dan 
L. Longo, head, Experimental Immunology 
Section; Dr. Marc E. Lippman, head, Medical 
Breast Cancer Section; Dr. Robert F. Ozols, 
senior investigator, Medicine Branch: Dr. 
Charles E. Myers, chief, Clinical Pharmacol
ogy Branch; Dr. Robert C. Young, chief, Med
icine Branch; Dr. Bruce A. Chabner, OCT di
rector; Susan M. Hubbard, director, 
International Cancer Information Center: and 
Dr. OeVita. 

Dr. DeVlta presents members of the NCI Medi• 
c ine Branch the PHS Outstanding Unit Cita
tion. (L to r): Dr. Myers, Dr. DeVlta, Dr. Chabner 
(partially hidden), Dr. Hubbard, Dr. Ozols, and 
Dr. Fisher. 

The NIH Awards of Merit are presented an
nually to NIH employees whose "superior 
service and achievement warrant special 
recognition." Seven NCI staff received 
plaques in recognition of their contributions: 
William G. New, administrative officer, Devel
opmental Therapeutics Program, OCT: 
Virginia Mackay-Smith, former deputy admin
ist rat ive officer, Administrative Services 
Branch, Office of the Director: Dr. Timothy J . 
Kinsella, senior investigator, Radiation On
cology Branch, OCT; David M. Keefer, dep
uty chief, Research Contracts Branch, OD; 
Dr. Pietro M. Gullino, chief, Laboratory of 
Pathophysiology, Division of Cancer Biology 
and Diagnosis; Dr. Donald L. Court, head, 
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Dr. DaVita awards Mr. Kleinman the PHS Out
standing Service Medal. 

Molecular Control and Gentics Section, Lab
oratory of Molecular Oncology, OCT: and 
Dreama J. Chapman, supervisory personnel 
management specialist, Operations Section, 
Personnel Management Branch. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity Pro
gram awards recognize some of the people 
who have given their time and energy to fur
ther the lnstitute's EEO effort. Three EEO 
Special Achievement Awards went to: Dr. 
Henry C. Stevenson, senior investigator, Bio
logical Response Modifiers Program, OCT; 
Nola J. Whitfield, program analyst, Division of 
Extramural Activities; and Elisa C. Chavez, 
pathology records registrar, registry of ex
perimental cancers, Division of Cancer 
Etiology. 

The final awards of the ceremony went to 
those honored for their length of service and 
quality of work over the years. The four recip
ients of these awards have each served the 
Federal Government for 40 years: Avery Kerr, 
physical science technician, Laboratory of 
Biochemistry, DCBD: Dr. Seymour H. 
Wollman, head of the Cell Organization Sec
tion, Laboratory of Molecular Biology, DCBD: 
Edward J _ Saban, biolab technician, Labora
tory of Pathology, DCBD; and Josephine I. 
Davis, statistical assistant, Biometry Branch, 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. o 

NIH Team Wins ICAAC Run 

NIH entered a team in the 4th Annual 
ICAAC 5 Kilometer Fun Run during the 24th 
lnterscience Conference of Antimicrobial 
Agents and Chemotherapy (ICAAC) Confer
ence held in October at the Sheraton Wash
ington Hotel. 

The winners were decided by a team's 
combined lowest time for its first three finish
ers. Out of approximately 300 runners, NIH's 
team came in first place. 

Running for NIH were Dr. Keith Joiner, 
NIAID; Lou Mocca, FDA; Douglas Ward, NCI; 
Mike Sneller, NIEHS: Dr. Cheryl Jo White, 
NIAID; Dr. Dick Sveum, NIAID, and Dr. Philip 
Pizzo, NCI. Dr. White, in the overall race. 
placed second among the women. D 
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Dr. Martin Rodbell 
Wins Gairdner Award 

Dr. Martin Rodbell, chief of the Section on 
Membrane Regulation of the Laboratory of 
Cellular and Developmental Biology, National 
Institute of Arthritis, Diabetes, and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases, was recently named 
recipient of one of eight 1984 Gairdner Foun
dation Awards for outstanding contributions 
in the field of medical sciences. Each recipi
ent received a $15,000 prize in addition to a 
sculpture (Le Coeur) by Donald Liardi. 

Dr. Rodbell was c ited for his d iscovery of 
the basic mechanisms involved in the actions 
of a variety of hormones and neurotrans
mitters. He was the first to postulate the exist
ence of a fami ly of proteins that are responsi
ble for transmitting information from hormone 
receptors located at the outer surface of cells 
to processes within the cell that are responsi
b le for altering cellular function. 

Known today either as GTP-binding pro
teins or transducers, these proteins are re
sponsible for regulating the production of 
cyclic AMP, one of several "second-

Or. Rodbell won the Galrdner Award for his 
work on the mechanism by which peptide hor
mones act across cell membranes to Influence 
cell function. 

messengers" of hormone action. Their role 
has been expanded recently to include the 
actions of light on rhodopsin receptors lo
cated in the rod outer segments of the eye. 

Research in a number of laboratories 
around the world has revealed that the GTP
binding proteins are modified by several tox
ins that are responsible for such diseases as 
cholera, whooping cough, and rabies. Defi
ciencies of these proteins in man, result in 
the disease known as pseudohypo
parathyroidism. D 

Venetian Art Lecture, Nov. 18 

Professor Terisio Pignatti, Director of 
Museums, City of Venice, Italy, will present a 
lecture, "Venice as Seen Through the Draw
ings of F. Guardi" on Sunday, Nov. 18 at 4 
p.m. in Bldg. 10, ACRF Amphitheater. 

Professor Pignatti is internationally known 
for his studies of Venetian Art, especially that 
of the Canaletto and Guardi. He has recently 
served as visiting professor of Italian civiliza
tion at Harvard and is currently visiting pro
fessor at the University of North Carolina. D 
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NCI Offers Program on Living With Cancer 
NCl's Pediatric Branch and the American 

Cancer Society invite you to attend the I CAN 
COPE program, designed for patients and 
their families, to provide an opportunity to 
learn and share concerns that occur in living 
with cancer. 

The program will be held in the Little Thea
ter, ACRF B1 level, Bldg. 10, Tuesdays at 2 
p.m. beginning Nov. 13. 

Dates and subjects are: 
Nov. 13-Llvlng with Cancer and Learn• 

ing More About Cancer. Dr. Phil ip A. Pizzo, 
chief, Pediatric Branch, will discuss normal 
anatomy and general information about child
hood cancer; its cause, diagnosis, treatment 
modalities, prognosis, and progress in pedi
atric cancer research. 

Nov. 20-Llvlng with Cancer and Learn
Ing More About Cancer. Dr. John Mulvihill, 
chief, Clinical Genetics Branch, will d iscuss 
concerns about cancer incidence in families, 
including known causes, trends, and preven
tion; and will differentiate between "fact and 
fiction" about cancer. 

Nov. 27-Deallng with Dally Health. June 
McCalla, cl inical nurse specialist, will dis
cuss side effects of therapy and how parents 
can alleviate them. Jane Peters, pediatric di-

elician, will d iscuss food for children in treat
ment and how to encourage eating. 

Dec. 4- Enhanclng Self Esteem. Dr. Dan
iel Cowell, psychiatrist, d irector, medical ed
ucation, will discuss creating positive atti
tudes in children with cancer, self esteem 
and the developing sexuality of young 
teenagers. Focus on communication, devel
opmental age of child, and importance of 
body image. 

Dec. 11-Llfe at School, Home and In the 
Hospltal. Martha Dowd, director, NIH Chil
dren's School, will discuss reasonable ex
pectations for the child with cancer and 
brothers and sisters in school; how parents 
can help the school prepare classmates for 
the ill child's return. Andrew Tartler, Pediatric 
Branch social worker, will discuss how the 
medical social worker can help with the same 
issues. 

Dec. 18-ldentlfylng Support Systems 
for the Family. Dr. Daniel Cowell, psychia
trist, d irector, medical education, will discuss 
the needs of the family-brothers, sisters, 
Mom, Dad, the patient-how to find and use 
resources that will help, how to ask for help, 
and understanding your emotions during the 
holidays. D 

NIDA Investigator Suggests Possible Lung Cancer Cause 
Macrophages-white blood cells 

originating in the bone marrow-rather than 
lung cancer cells may be the cause of a par
ticularly insidious form of lung cancer, ac
cording to Dr. Michael A. Ruff, a National In
stitute of Dental Research investigator. 

Working in collaboration with Dr. Candace 
Pert of the National Institute of Mental Health, 
Dr. Ruff has offered evidence for a new hy
pothesis that may explain the development of 
the small cell carcinoma of the lung 
(SCCL)-also called "oat cell" cancer- that 
accounts for about 25 percent of all lung 
cancers. 

As the leading cause of cancer death in 
the United States today, lung cancer has 
been the focus of intensive research efforts. 
According to Dr. Ruff, one common feature 
shared by patients with SCCL is that they are 
chronic heavy smokers, and in contrast with 
other lung cancer patients, have widely dis
seminated tumor growth. 

The rapidly progressing nature of this can
cer and its quick spread to other parts of the 
body make SCCL an especially devastating 

The Cllnlcal Center' s executive officer, 
Susanne A. Stoiber, becomes the first person 
to donate platelets under the CC Blood Bank' s 
new all-volunteer platelet donation program. 
Potential donors may call the Blood Bank at 
496-4506 for more Information. 
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form of the disease. 
In an article published in Science Sept. 7, 

Drs. Ruff and Pert explained the results of 
their experiments designed to test the idea 
that SCCL cells are transformed 
macrophages. 

Using monoclonal antibody techniques, the 
researchers determined that four surface 
proteins previously found only on 
macrophages are also present on the sur
faces of SCCL cells. 

Their presence suggests that lung cancer 
cells come from macrophage precursors in 
bone marrow, the point from which all 
macrophages originate. 

Dr. Ruff, who works in the NIDA Laboratory 
of Microbiology and Immunology, said the 
lung cancer study was a natural extension of 
the laboratory's research on macrophages in 
connection with inflammatory oral d iseases 
and immunological mechanisms. He thinks 
that SCCL arises because a normal repair re
sponse in the body's immune system goes 
awry. 

Tissue damage in the lungs caused by 
long-term heavy smoking activates 
macrophages to swarm to the site of injury to 
help restore tissue growth. Accord ing to Dr. 
Ruff, these macrophages then are constantly 
surrounded by, and are constantly ingesting, 
carcinogens present in the lungs from the 
smoke. 

He believes that over a period of time, the 
constant repair process, tissue renewal, and 
recruitment of new macrophages into the 
lung provides a susceptible environment for 
transformation of these cells into cancer 
cells. 

This theory could explain why SCCL 
spreads so rapidly, because macrophages 
travel extensively throughout the body and 
populate many of the tissues where metasta
ses normally are found, such as bone mar
row, liver, lymph nodes, and the brain. D 
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Old Rats Teach NIEHS Scientist-Researcher 
Some New 'Tricks' on Environmental Hazards 

Old rats are teaching scientists a few new 
tricks as the source of experimental data on 
how age changes the animals' abilities to 
handle environmental agents. 

Dr. Linda S. Birnbaum at the National Insti
tute of Environmental Health Sciences at Re
search Triangle Park, N.C. has been working 
for more than 5 years on determining how 
older animals differ from younger ones in 
uptake, metabolism, storage and excretion of 
chemicals in their food and water. 

Although scientists don't use laboratory an
imal results as a direct analogy to the human 
situation, the animals do provide an impor
tant model for learning the kinds of differ
ences between young and older animals. 

This is important to environmental health 
sciences since many human exposures to 
environmental agents that induce chronic 
diseases involve long-term, low-dose expo
sures. In some cases, there may be long la
tency periods of 20, 30 or more years be
tween exposure and appearance of the 
disease. 

Substantial victories of medicine over in
fectious d iseases have made it possible for 
many more people to reach mature adult
hood. By extending life expectancy, these 
advances have also prolonged exposure of 
people to environmental agents that occur as 
natural or synthetic substances that have en
tered the environment in ever-increasing 
numbers and amounts. 

Thus it is critical to understand the relation
ship between environmental agents and 
health, and between aging and effects of en
vironmental agents. 

In several studies, Dr. Birnbaum has com-

Discount Tickets Available 
For Bullets and Capitals 

The R&W and the Capital Center have 
joined together to offer you some of the best 
basketball and hockey tickets available at 
special discounts. Bullets tickets regularly 
priced at $11 .50 are $9 for the Boston game, 
Nov. 10, and Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 

Capitals tickets regularly priced at $13.50 
are $11 for Edmonton, Nov. 9, and New York 
Rangers, Dec. 15. 

Tickets are available from the R&W Activi
ties Office, Bldg. 31, Rm. B1W30. All prices 
include service charge. D 

pared older rats-near their mean lifespan at 
23 or 24 months of age-with younger ani
mals in their abilities to excrete doses of 
chemicals. In one study, two closely related 
forms of the chemical hexachlorobiphenyl 
(HCB) were t raced to see how quickly they 
were excreted. The old animals excreted 
both kinds of HCB more slowly than the 
young ones. 

Dr. Birnbaum commented, "This condition 
is consistent with both increased tissue fat 
and decreased tissue blood flow in old ani
mals." She also noted that " these results may 
reflect a general age-related change in 
chemical disposition that needs 
consideration." 

In another study, comparable liver cells 
from older rats and mice were compared to 
those from younger animals for their ability to 
produce certain metabolites- chemicals pro
duced in the body-associated with the de
velopment of cancers. liver tissue from the 
older animals showed greater production of 
these mutagenic metabolites. 

One problem with animal studies on aging 
is that animal suppliers don't regularly olfer 
adult laboratory animals. Dr. Birnbaum had to 
track down animals, and when found , they 
were evaluated as somewhat uneven in their 
general health. The inbreeding required to 
create a uniform genetic stock often pro
duces animals prone to particular diseases 
as they age. 

Or. Birnbaum has overcome the difficulty in 
obtaining older animals through a special ar
rangement with a contractor who maintains a 
colony for mature animals. This provides an 
adequate supply, so that animals which de-

Spend Weekend In Atlantic City 
And See Washington Redskins Game 

Journey with the R&W highrollers for a 
weekend in Atlantic City , and on your return 
trip attend the RedskirvEagles' game at 
Philadelphia's Veteran Stadium. The trip will 
take place on Nov. 17- 18 and will include the 
following: deluxe roundtrip motor coach 
transportation, 1-night stay in Atlantic City, 
casino rebate, all taxes and baggage han
dling, and reserved ticket to the game. 

Bus will depart NIH, Bldg. 31C at 10 a.m., 
Nov. 17. Sign up now at the R&W Activities 
Desk, Bldg. 31, Rm. B1W30. 0 

During the NIDA Annual Honor Awards Ceremony held recently In WIison Hall, NIDR Director Or. 
Harald Loe Joined his staff In extending congratulations to the lnstltute's 1984 award recipients. 
Three NIH Merit Awards were among the 61 presented. The Merit Awards went to nurse specialist 
Peggy Wlrdzek (I), secretary Dorothy M. Hardest y (c ), and executive officer John P. Patterson, 
for exemplary service to their Individual program areas as well as to the Insti tute. A reception for 
the awardees, guests, and staff followed In WIison Hal l. 
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Or. Birnbaum, of the NIEHS Toxicology Re
search and Testing Program, Is researching 
the relationship between aging and the effects 
of environmental agents In rats. This research 
wlll establish a knowledge base for detecting 
and observing similar health effects In people 
as they age. 

velop diseases they are genetically predis
posed to as they age, can be removed from 
the experimental data. 

The focus of Dr. Birnbaum's work is not to 
illustrate the inevitable decline of bodily 
processes as the body ages. Rather, by de
termining the precise biological mechanisms 
that become vulnerable with age, scientists 
will be in a better position to suggest ways 
humans can be protected from the conse
quences of environmental hazards as they 
grow older. With this improved understand
ing, they can better avoid or treat various 
chronic d iseases.-Tom Hawkins 

NIH LECTURE 
(Continued from Page 1 J 
family of genes that codes for a set of 
neuropeptides governing egg laying in a ma
rine snail. 

Dr. Axel received an A.B. degree from Co
lumbia University, New York, and an M.D. de
gree from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, 
Baltimore, Md., in 1970. He served an intern
ship and fellowship at Columbia University, 
and worked as a research associate in the 
laboratory of Dr. Gary Felsenfeld, NIADDK. 

In 197 4 he returned to Columbia University 
as assistant professor, department of pathol
ogy, Institute of Cancer Research, attaining 
the rank of professor in 1978. In 1983 he be
came acting director of the institute, a posi
tion he holds today. Dr. Axel is also the des
ignated Higgins professor of biochemistry 
and pathology at the university, and profes
sor, Howard Hughes Medical Institute. 

Dr. Axel is the recipient of several awards 
and lectureships, including the Eli Li lly 
Award, the Alan T. Waterman Award, the 
Passano Foundation Young Scientist Award, 
the Harvey l ecture, Rockefeller University, 
and University lecture at Columbia Univer
sity. Last year he was elected to membership in 
the National Academy of Sciences 
and the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. 

Dr. Axel has authored more than 80 publi
cations. He currently serves as associate ed
itor of CELL, and as chairman of the Molecu
lar Biology Study Section. D 
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Director, DRS and Chief Veterinary Officer 
Dr. Joe R. Held Retires After 29 Years 

Dr. Joe R. Held, Director of the Division of 
Research Services and Chief Veterinary Offi
cer of the Public Health Service, retired Nov. 
1 lrom active PHS duty to assume the direc
torship of the Pan American Zoonoses Center 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He served 29 
years in the Commissioned Corps, 27 of them 
on active duty. 

The center is operated by the Pan Ameri
can Health Organization (PAHO), the re
gional office for the Americas of the W~rld 
Health Organization. Dr. Held had previously 
served there for 2 years (1967-1969) on a de
tail from the PHS. 

Zoonoses are diseases transmitted from 
animals to humans, such as rabies, brucello
sis bovine tuberculosis, and many food
bo;ne and parasitic diseases. 

Commenting on his new position, Dr. Held 
said, "We in developed countries have a re
sponsibility to contribute to international 
health. Control of infectious diseases has 
been a special interest of mine since I began 
my PHS career in the Epidemic lntelligenc~. 
Service of the Centers for Disease Control. 

Dr. Held had served as DRS Director since 
1972, having served previously as head of 
the Veterinary Resources Branch. 

Dr. Held became an Assistant Surgeon 
General and Chief Veterinary Officer of the 
PHS in 1975. That same year he was se
lected by the Assistant Secretary for Health 
to chair the new lnteragency Primate 
Steering Committee (IPSC). The committee 
was expanded in 1983 into the lnteragency 
Research Animal Committee (IRAC), also 
chaired by Dr. Held. 

The IPSC was established to coordinate ef
forts by Federal agencies to ensure the avail
ability and conservation of nonhuman prima
tes needed for biomedical research and 
testing. 

Primates were becoming increasingly una
vailable from the wild, and rhesus monkeys 
soon became totally unavailable except from 
domestic breeding. The IPSC developed a . 
National Primate Plan and a number of proJ
ects that have contributed much to 
preserving these irreplaceable resources. 

IPSC was expanded into the lnteragency 
Research Animal Committee with representa
tion of the Federal agencies most involved in 
animal use issues. IRAC recently drafted 
"U.S. Government Principles for the Utiliza
tion and Care of Vertebrate Animals Used in 
Testing, Research, and Training," at the re
quest of the Office of Science and Technol
ogy Policy. 

Dr. Held has been deeply involved in many 
other national and international activities to 
ensure an adequate supply and proper use 
of animals in research, especially nonhuman 
primates. . . 

He is chairman of the International Scien
tific Advisory Board for the Institute of Pri
mate Research, National Museums of Kenya, 
and he recently chaired the committee of the 
Council for International Organizations of 
Medical Sciences (CIOMS) responsible for 
drafting CIOMS's "International Guiding Prin
ciples for Biomedical Research Involving 
Animals." 

Dr. Held joined the PHS Commissioned 
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Dr. Held 

Corps in 19·55 and was assigned to the Com
municable Disease Center (now the Centers 
for Disease Control). In 1962 he transferred 
to NIH, first as administrator of the Primate 
Centers Program, DAR, then as a research 
parasitologist in NIAID, 1964-1967. Following 
his detail to the Pan American Zoonoses 
Center, he became chief of the Veterinary 
Resources Branch, DRS, in 1969. 

Dr. Held received his D.V.M. in 1955 from 
the University of California, Davis, and the 
M.P.H. in 1959 from Tulane University. 

Dr. Robert A. Whitney, Jr., chief of the Vet
erinary Resources Branch, DAS, is serving as 
Acting DRS Director. D 

Hepatitis B Won't Wait! 

Two Clinical Center employees-a nurse 
and a laboratory worker-have recently been 
infected with the hepatitis B virus, says Dr. 
Charles Henderson, hospital epidemiologist. 

He said both employees worked in high 
risk occupational settings where they had fre
quent contact with patient blood and body . 
fluids. Neither employee was vaccinated with 
the hepatitis B vaccine, which would have 
prevented the infections. . 

Dr. Henderson added: '"If you work with 
blood or other body fluids from Clinical Cen
ter patients you are at an increased risk .tor 
acquiring hepatitis B, which ~an be a serious 
and sometimes fatal acute disease with sev
eral chronic complications, including cirrho
sis and liver cell cancer." 
Vaccine Available 

Many CC patients harbor the virus even . 
though they do not have symptoms of ~epat1-
tis and their blood and other body fluids 
pr~sent a risk of infection to health care 
workers. . _ 

There is now a safe and effective vaccine 
that prevents hepatitis B infection. It is avail
able free to all NIH employees from the Oc
cupational Medical Service. . 

If you have any questions or. need more in
formation, call the Hospital Epidemiology . 
Service at 496-2209. Don't delay your deci
sion regarding this important vaccine. D 
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