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New Study Finds Genetic 
Link to Homosexuality 
By Linda Anderron 

A new study has found a correlation 
between a specific region of the X 
chromosome and male homosexuality. 

The finding represents new evidence chat sexual 
orientation may be influenced by heredity. 

The study conducted by NIH scientists titled 
"A Linkage Between DNA Markers on the X 
Chromosome and Male Sexual Orientation" 
was reported in the July 16 issue of Science. 
The authors are Dr. Dean H. Hamer, Stella 
Hu, Dr. Victoria L. Magnuson, Dr. Nan Hu, 
and Dr. Angela M.L. Pattacucci. 

By analyzing the inheritance of genetic 
markers in pairs of homosexual brothers, the 
scientists localized the region related to sexual 
orientation to a minute segment of the human 
genome. However, a specific gene has not yet 
been isolated. 

Hamer, chief author of the study, said, "The 
region that we've discovered represents a 
significant variation in the human genetic 
repertoire. If the gene itself can be isolated, 
then it will be important to understand how it 
interacts with ocher genes, the brain, and the 
environment to influence a trait as complex and 
variable as human sexuality." 

Hamer is with NCI and conducted the study 
(See GENE LINK, Psge 4) 

Lessons on Writing About 
Health for Children Given 
By Amy Iadarola 

Helen's hair is always mussed, a big 
knot on the top of her head, and her 
dress is always buttoned wrong. But 

Helen's disheveled appearance doesn't concern 
her because she's so excited about life, so full of 
questions. "Why? Why? Why?" and "How?" 
she asks. 

Many years ago, Helen was a student of 
Catherine O'NeiU's. Then an elementary 
school teacher, O'Neill is now a freelance writer 
for the Washingron Post. She conjures up Helen 
when she writes the "How and Why" column 
in the Post's Healch section. The column, 
which was born in 198 5 with the first issue of 
che section, is aimed at kids ages 6 to 12, kids 
like Helen. 

O'Neill spoke at the recent NIH public affairs 
forum entitled "Why Do I H ave a Bellybutton?: 
Writing About Health for Children." 

lnicially, O 'Neill's mission in writing the 
column was "to answer curious kids' questions." 
Over the years, her mission has evolved. "I aim 
to help kids understand their bodies and their 
place in the world and to bolster their ability to 

control and guide their futures," she said. In 
her column, she has addressed issues ranging 

(See CHILDREN, Page 3) 

Staff IHS Hospitals 

CC Nurses Respond to Four Corners Emergency 
By Rieb McManw 

F
ive Clinical Center nurses recently 
volunteered to respond to a mysterious 
outbreak of acute respiratory distress 

syndrome in the Four Corners area of the 
southwestern United States. Though none 
encountered the infectious agent-now believed 
to be a hantavirus associated with rodent 
wastes- all returned enriched from their 
experience in a distinctly un-Clinical Center
like eoviroomenc. 

The nurses' quick response to emergency borh 
gratified and amazed Kathryn McKeon, CC 
associate director for nursing. Alerted on 
Thursday, June 3 of the need for staffing help 
in the desert southwest, McKeon bade farewell 
to the volunteers-none of whom hesitated to 

answer the call-the following Monday 
morning. 

By air, Shiprock, New Mexico, site of an 
Indian Health Service (IHS) hospital, lies some 
1,900 miles from Bethesda. Thar's where 
nurses Trisha Miller and Kim Woodring spent 
3 weeks in June at a small 50-bed hospital that 
Miller described as looking "like an elementary 
school." In terms of the creativity and compas
sion brought to che profession of nursing, 
however, Shiprock is much closer co the high
tech CC. 

"They were great to work with, from the 
nurses and doctors to the pharmacy techs and 
ochers," said Miller, a 2 1/2-year veteran of the 
l OD intensive care unit. "I really respected 
chem. They see so much, and so many different 
rypes of cases." 

Like the black widow spider bite and the 
patient kicked in the chest by a bull seen by 
Woodring, a Silver Spring native who has spent 
2 years on 12 West, an oncology/AIDS unit. 
Or the split heads and open wounds casually 
reported to CC nurse Florentino "Tino" 
Merced-Galindez, ordinarily an oncology nurse 
on 12 East but for 4 weeks a volunteer at the 
!HS hospital in Tuba City, Ariz. 

Like Miller and Woodring, he left deeply 
impressed by how much the nurses do with so 
little in the way of such common items as 
computers, Becadine swabs, and disposable 
syringes. 

"They do an outstanding job," he said. 
"Nursing is done differently in every city in the 
U.S., but what is common to all is that they do 
the best they can with what they have." 

Echoed Miller, "I think they're the basis for 
TQM (total quality management, a quality 
in.itiative adopted in recent years throughout 

(See FOUR CORNERS, Page 6) 

Nursing Research Becomes 17th Institute at NIH 

W at's in a name? If the staff of the 
new National Institute of Nursing 
Research were asked chis question, 

the answer would surely be "a lot more than 
one would chink." Formerly the National 
Center for Nursing Research, the newly created 
institute, its staff, friends, colleagues and the 
nursing community are looking forward to 
celebrating the new starus. 

"People ask me why institute status is so 
important," said Dr. Ada Sue Hinshaw, NINR 

director. "I tell them that it is a matter of 
perception, which includes a sense of stability, 
stature and importance for nursing research 
within the health research community." 

The change from center to instirute began on 
the evening of June 1 0, when President Clinton 
signed the NIH Revitalization Act of 1993, 
thus creating the NINR, among other things. 
HHS Secretary Donna Shalala then signed che 
corresponding Federal Register notice on June 

(See NINR, Page 2) 

·,i Kt.I 
After a brief ceremony where Secretary Donna Shala/a (I) signed the Federal Register notice establishing 
the NINR, she and N!NR director Dr. Ada Sue Hinshaw show the new institute wgo. 




