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Reminiscences from the NIH 
Record's First Editor 

By Alexander Adler 
As the first editor of the NIH Record, it is 
particularly gratifying for me to see that it 
still exists. like a good wine, it has 
improved with age. And if I may be 
permitted to make a toast on its 50th 
anniversary-may it continue to mirror the 
extraordinary achievements of NIH 
scientists for many years to come. 

Before you read further, glance at the 
masthead of any issue and note the partial 
view of the Shannon Bldg. Somewhat 
obscured by a tree is Rm. 140, the office 
where the house organ used to incubate a 
few weeks before going to press. 

As a new employee, I had to become 
familiar fairly quickly w ith much of the NIH 
campus. So I first explored the grounds 
and a dozen or so laboratories, taking 
voluminous notes as I ran around meeting 
the people who could become a steady 
source of information on newsworthy 
events. 

To be sure that I could maintain a flow of 
interesting articles, I attempted to adhere 
to a rigid schedule each month: trips to a 
select number of laboratories, weekly visits 
to the NIH Library to keep updated on 
published research reports, frequent 
meetings with NIH personnel staff and 
others involved with Recreation and 
Welfare. In a very short time I succeeded in 
putting in place a network of contacts who 
helped ease my earlier meanderings 
throughout the NIH campus. 

Before interviewing NIH scientists, I always 
kept in mind the admonition of Judson 
Hardy, my supervisor. "Don't describe 
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New Advisory Group Meets for First Time 

COPR Provides New Forum 
For Interacting with Public 

Less than a year after considering ways to add more public 
input and participation to the agency's activities, NIH 
director Dr. Harold Varmus convened the first meeting of 

the newly formed Council of Public Representatives (COPR, 
pronounced "copper") on Apr. 21. On the director's fast track to 
implementation since last July, COPR went from conception to 

.._ . 
NIH director Dr. Harold Varmus 
(second from l) convenes the first 
meeting of new advisory group. 

A 'Center without Walls' 

fruition in fewer than 10 
months. Ideally, the council will 
provide NIH with 20 more 
ambassadors to and from U.S. 
communities, groups and 
individuals who may not be 
familiar with the agency, its 
mission and the fruits of its 
research investment. 

"This council should have two 
functions that operate in 
differing directions," Varmus 
explained to COPR members, in 

SEE COPR, PAGE 6 

Intramural HIV Vaccine Work Moves Forward 

By Rich McManus 

The metaphor of a "center without walls," born 2 years ago in 
Wilson Hall when NIH director Dr. Harold Varmus apprised 

the intramural community of President Clinton's challenge to 
create an HIV vaccine within a decade, has acquired a new 
adherent in Dr. Gary Nabel, who became VRC director Apr. 11. 

During his first week on the job, Nabel convened a 1 ½-day 
strategic planning meeting at a hotel in Chevy Chase for 34 
authorities in the field , Topics included initial scientific strategies, 
informatics and genomics applications to a vaccine, composition 
of labs, and the scope and mission of the VRC. Three weeks later, 
the AIDS vaccine research committee, chaired by Dr. David 
Baltimore, met at the Natcher Center to review the current state of 
HIV vaccine science and hear a summary of Nabel's retreat. 
These events have returned momentum to an effort that has 
waxed and waned in the past 2 years as scientific trends and 

SEE HIV VACCINE EFFORT, PAGE 4 



Dr. Mark Hallett, 
NINDS clinical 
director, recently 
won the Fifth 
Biennial Award 
on Neuroscience 
(5° Primio di 
Neuroscienze) 
from the 
Associazione 
Fatebenefratelli 
per la Ricerca 
(Fatebenefratelli 
Association for 
Research) in 
Rome. He was 
chosen for the 
important 
contributions he 
has made to 
understanding the 
pathophysiology 
of several 
different move
ment disorders 
including 
Parkinson's 
disease, dystonia, 
myoc/01111s and 
cerebellar ataxia. 
His award 
lecture, titled 
"Plasticity of the 
Human Brain," 
described his 
recent work on 
how plasticity 
plays an impor
tant role in 
reorganization of 
the brain resulting 
from peripheral 
injury, recovery 
from stroke, 
dystonia, and 
motor learning. 
The Fate
benefratelli 
organization 
owns more than 
200 hospitals in 
45 countries. 

REMINISCENCES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

yourself as a reporter," he said, because a month 
earlier an irate NIH scientist had let all his col
leagues know that he was embarrassingly misquoted 
in a newspaper article. Upon meeting this particu
lar scientist, I assured him that the new house organ 
would set the record straight. 

With the exception of NCI's program, most NIH 
research in those days focused on basic research and 
infectious diseases with an emphasis on tropical 
medicine. In 1949, the U.S. Public Health Service 
was concerned that many veterans were still 
suffering from diseases such as malaria, dengue 
fever and a variety of other tropical disorders. 

Because of my World War II laboratory experience 
assisting military researchers seeking cures for 
tropical scourges, I realized the great importance of 
NIH efforts to combat disease in Africa. Thus, this 
became the lead story in the first issue (May 20, 
1949). Similarly, this Army experience made me 
doubly sensitive to the ongoing quarrel between 
NIH scientists and antivivisectionists. And so, it 
was appropriate for me to headline the featured 
article in the second issue, "Antivivisectionists 
Thrown on Defensive." 

Some of the brief chats with NIH scientists were 
memorable. Dr. Margaret Pittman of the microbio
logical institute, who had just become president of 
the D.C. Society of American Bacteriologists, shared 
some thoughts on the breeding of African violets, 
her hobby. I can still visualize the dazzling display 
of her plants on the laboratory windowsills. 

Occasional chats with Dr. Leon Jacobs almost 
persuaded me to switch careers and return to an 
earlier interest-protozoology. My ability to speak 
Hungarian made it easier to get news from the 
laboratory of Dr. Albert Szent-Gyorgyi. 

Golf Outing Supports NIH Charities 

Three charities serving patients at NIH will benefit 
from a golf weekend at Canaan Valley, June 5-6. 
The West Virginia Mobil 3-star resort run by Guest 
Services is opening its facility for NlH golfers and 
would-be golfers in support of the Children's Inn, 
Camp Fantastic/Special Love, and Friends of the 
Clinical Center. 

The entry fee of $150 per player, due by May 20, 
covers: one night lodging (double occupancy); 2 
days greens and cart fees; box lunch, barbecue 
cookout dinner, cocktail awards party, breakfast. 
The main golf tournament will be held on Saturday 
at noon (shotgun start). Also, a First Swing clinic 
for beginning golfers will be held, and a 5-hole mini
tournament for beginners will be held concurrently. 

Any "golf widows" will have things to do in the 
area: scenic chair-lift ride, guided shopping trip to 
Thomas, or a tour of Blackwater Falls. Fee for 
nongolfers (double occupancy) is $75. Call Wendy 
Williams at R&W, 496-6061, for entry forms and 
more information. Ill 

The N IH Record was not just a compendium of 
scientific achievements and personnel notices. It 
included folksy articles about the thespian activities 
of clerk-typists and program analysts, the expansion 
of the NIH Orchestra, the changing landscape, even 
the expanding roster of the NIH softball team, 
reflecting the small-town atmosphere on a campus 
that was yet to grow into the city-like community 
that exists today. 

Yes, those were the casual days I fondly remember. 
Yet, upon reflecting on the rapidity of today's 
technological developments, I realize that most of us 
a re now living longer and healthier lives- thanks to 
medical advances at NIH and elsewhere. 
Alexander Adler, 79, the first of 11 NlH Record editors 
and a former violinist in the NIH Orchestra, retired 
from the federal government in 1984. He is a health 
communications consultant who still travels widely. He 
resides in Bethesda. Ill 

Dr. Phyllis C. Leppert has been 
named chief of NICHD's 
Reproductive Sciences Branch 
in the Center for Population 
Research. She comes to the 
institute with an extensive 
background in reproductive 
health research and brings 
expertise in obstetrics and 
gynecolog}~ pediatrics and 
nurse midwifery. In her most 

recent position, she was a professor in the department of 
obstetrics and gynecology at the School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences, State University of New York at 
Buffalo. From 1996 through 1998, she was chair of the 
department. Leppert's research focuses 011 molecular 
changes that take place in the uterine cervix during 
gestation and childbirth. 
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1999 Research Festival Set, Oct. 5-8, 
Poster Submission Available Online 

The 1999 NIH Research Festival organizing commit
tee is now accepting submission of poster abstracts 
by all NIH staff and FDA staff from the Bethesda 
campus. Poster sessions are, in general, coordinated 
to correspond to each day's plenary session and 
mini-symposia. The deadline for submission of 
poster topics is 5 p.m. Friday, June 18. Applicants 
will receive email confirmation of receipt of poster 
abstracts and will be notified of acceptance by mid
J uly. For more information about poster registra
tion, contact Paula Cohen at 496-1776 or email 
pc68v@nih.gov. 

Poster applications must be submitted online, and 
the form can be accessed at the Festival Web site at: 
http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/festival99/ 
poster_registration.html. 

The NIH Research Festival, scheduled for Oct. 5-8, 
is the annual showcase for the intramural programs. 
A Postdoctoral Job Fair, sponsored by the NIH 
Office of Education, will kick off the festival on 
Tuesday, Oct. 5, with the plenary sessions and mini
symposia to be held on Oct. 6 and 7. The plenary 
symposia this year will focus on advances in trans
plantation research, gene therapy and medical 
imaging. 

The Technical Sales Association will once again 
sponsor the scientific equipment show on Thursday 
and Friday, Oct. 7 and 8, along with other yet-to-be
announced events. Ii] 

Camille ]eanee Lewis, a stay-in-school clerk-typist 
working in NIH's Executive Secretariat, was recently 
..,.,--~---,...--- --- - -. crowned Miss Montgom

ery County. A sopho
more majoring in music 
education at the Univer
sity of Maryland, she is a 
Maryland native and has 
studied and played violin 
for 14 years. Lewis 
attends UM on a full 
scholarship she received 
from the Maryland 
Distinguished Scholar
ship for Talent. In the 
Miss Montco pageant, 
she was awarded $300 in 
scholarship money and 
earned the chance to 
compete in June at the 
Miss Maryland Scholar-

, ship Pageant, which is an 
official preliminary for 
the Miss America 
Pageant. Win or lose her 

next competition, Lewis says she hopes to earn a spot on 
a symphony orchestra after retiring from her beauty 
pageant career and graduating from school. 

NIH Asian Cultural Program, May 28 

Everyone is invited to continue the celebration of 
the 27th anniversary of the NIH Asian/Pacific 
Islander American Heritage Program in Masur 
Auditorium, Bldg. 10 between 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
on Friday, May 28. 

Most of the performers and musical pieces will be 
featured for the first time at NIH. The program will 
include performances of music and dance from: 
China, by the Glorystar Children's Chorus; Korea, 
by the Washington Korean Dance Company; 
Thailand, by the Thai Cultural Group of Washing
ton; India, by the Sri Kuchipudi Dance Academy 
and the Dance for Health Society of Washington; 
and Japan, by the Kikuyuki Dancers-Prof. Onoe 
Kikuyuki will be making a special appearance. 

A reception in the Visitor Information Center will 
immediately follow the program. Everyone is 
invited to the reception to meet the artists and to 
sample Asian pastries and snacks. 

There is no admission charge for the performance 
and reception, and no reservations are necessary. As 
this is a family affair, children of all ages are 
welcome. 

The program is sponsored by the NIH Asian/ 
Pacific Islander American Heritage committee, the 
NIH Asian/Pacific Islander American Organization, 
CC, NCI, NHLBI, NICHD, NINDS, NLM, 
NIHFCU and OD/NIH. Sign language interpreta
tion will be provided. For more information and 
reasonable accommodation, call 496-2906. Contact 
person is Victor Fung, email: vf6n@nih.gov or 
Nancy Wright, 496-6766. Ii] 

OTT Holds Seminar on Interactions 
With Industry 

The NIH Office of Technology Transfer and the IC 
technology transfer offices will present "Interacting 
with the Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Com
munity-What Scientists Need to Know," on 
Thursday, June 3 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Wilson 
Hall, Bldg. 1. The seminar will provide information 
on the collaborative process, inventions and patent
ability, current topics in technology transfer, and 
how scientists can share in the royalty income 
stream that derives from their scientific effort. 
Scientists at all levels are strongly encouraged to 
attend. For more information see: http:// 
www.nih.gov/od/ott/agenda.htm. 

If you are a person with a disability and require an 
assistive device, services or other reasonable accom
modation to participate in this activity, contact 
Lauren Neal at 402-5579 during business hours at 
least one week before the event. Ill 

NIH BIG Silent 
Auction and 
Social 

On Friday, May 21, 

the NIH chapter of 
Blacks in Govern

ment will sponsor 
its Third Silent 

Auction and 
Membership 
Social from 4 to 8 

p.m. at the 
Foundation for 

Advanced 
Education in the 

Sciences Social 
and Academic 
Center, 9101 Old 
Georgetown Rd. 
All NIH employees 
are invited to 
participate. There 

will be light 
refreshments, 
auction items, 
door prizes and 
fun for everyone. 
For more 
information, 
contact Reginald 
Russell, 496-6077, 
or Sonia Davis
Clemons, 435-
3835. 



NCI's D r. 
Genove((a 
Franchini says 
more intramural 
scientists have been 
talking abo11t HIV 
vaccine work in the 
past 2 years. 

- - - ------- -----------

HIV VACCINE EFFORT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

personalities, budgets and research interests varied 
within intramural NIH. 

"Committees never can move things forward the 
way you'd like to see them go," said Dr. Larry 
Arthur, director of the AIDS Vaccine Research 
Program at the Frederick Cancer Research and 
Development Center, and member of the 7-person 
YRC steering committee appointed by Varmus 2 
years ago. "You need a central focus, which Gary 
can provide." 

The hope some may have initially had for a 
"Manhattan Project" type of effort was never 
realistic, explains Arthur. "In the Manhattan 
Project, the scientists knew what they wanted to do; 
it was just a matter of assembling them to do it. 
We're not sure we have the science yet to build a 
(HIV) vaccine." He assures, "If we had a vaccine 
that would work, there would be a major activity to 
get that into human trials. But it's not an easy task. 
HIV varies its envelope protein to a high level, and 
we know that even a slight variation in the influenza 
virus's envelope protein lets you get the flu year after 
year. But I feel certain that we will eventually 
prevail." 

Another optimist is VRC steering committee 
member Dr. Genoveffa Franchini, chief of the animal 
models and retroviral vaccines section in NCI's 

Basic Research Labora
tory. A feisty, energetic 
alumna of Dr. Robert 
Gallo's old NCI labora
tory, in which HIV 
research flourished, she 
declares, "I am not a 
pessimist-that's my 
nature. 

"The encouragement 
(Varmus) gave for the 
center without walls 
fostered more chinking 
together," said Franchini, 
a 19-year NIH veteran 
and native of Modena, 
Italy. 

After the May 28, 1997, 
meeting in Wilson Hall, 

the wall-less YRC met monthly at the Cloisters to 
discuss, informally, ideas and approaches to vaccine 
work. Boch intramural scientists and distinguished 
guests contributed their ideas and suggestions to 
these parleys. "It was more personable than a 
seminar series," recalls Franchini, "less formal. 
They were very useful meetings. Then a little 
vaccine club began." Franchini, NIAID's Dr. 
Malcolm Martin and others would meet meet 
regularly in Bldg. 4 to discuss what each other was 
up to. Attendance varied from 15 to 20 people, and 
outside speakers- invited on the basis of expertise-

were wel
come. 

"We asked 
each other 
what we were 
doing here at 
NIH, and 
challenged 
one another," 
Franchini 
remembers. 
"It was very 
useful in 
terms of 
suggestions. 

"Overall," 
she concludes, 
"I think Dr. 
Varmus' 
message 

Dr. Larry Arthur works in his labora
tory at Frederick. 

fostered communication." 
Arthur recollects that Varmus participated in a 

number of the talks, peppering speakers with 
germane questions. "(Varmus) gave (the meetings) a 
high profile, which was very important," said 
Arthur, who served on two of several subcommittees 
Varmus established: one co provide scientific input 
on the construction of Bldg. 40, the actual YRC, and 
another committee charged with identifying gaps in 
the HIV vaccine endeavor, and to encourage more 
intramural investigators to get involved in such 
research. "Certainly he was scientifically enthusias
tic about it. 

"We brought in outside speakers every other 
Tuesday night at the Cloisters for a long time," 
Arthur continues. "We'd meet informally, then go 
out to dinner together." The Cloisters sessions 
petered our about the time that Dr. William Paul, 
former director of the Office of AIDS Research, left 
that post co return to intramural NIAID in Novem
ber 1997. By the time OAR tried to reinstitute the 
series, the feeling was that a VRC director was so 
close to being named that renewal ought to be left to 
him. 

"It's a difficult task to encourage people informally 
into other areas of research," notes Arthur. "Once 
you see something tangible, like a VRC, it will be a 
lot easier to do that. I'm encouraged by the ap
proach- how we're moving forward." 

Franchini, who has been working for 10 years on 
an HIV vaccine that takes advantage of an avian 
poxvirus as a vector- the work is now in preclinical 
trials-lists what she's learned thus far: "We can't 
protect people from infection with HIV (through 
vaccine), but we might be able to control it. Our 
goal is no longer sterilizing immuniry" which, she 
allows, doesn't exist for any vaccine-treatable 
disease. "HIV might reside in the host, but it could 



be controlled. We don't know the long-term effect 
of low-level viral infection-that's a mystery. But we 
suspect that low viremia (burden of virus in the 
host) equals a low level of infectivity to naive hosts." 

Arthur says scientists have learned that "HIV is 
very difficult to transmit sexually in humans. On 
average it takes between 200 and 500 unprotected 
sexual acts with an HIV-positive person to get a 
positive transmission. So we may not need that 
effective a vaccine to stem the tide of the epidemic. 
But you certainly need some effectiveness." 

Reflecting on scientific trends in the past 2 years, 
he observed, "Scientists become very passionate 
about their areas of research, and this is how it 
should be because your passion is what gets things 
accomplished. We're not all on one horse, trying to 
ride it to a vaccine." 

He said the gpl20 vaccine, now in human trials, 
"probably won't work as a protective vaccine. It 
generates an ineffective response to primary (HIV) 
isolates, and offers no substantial neutralization. It 
also hasn't protected nonhuman primates." 

A current hot topic is the "prime-boost strategy," 
wherein the host is immunized with a viral vector 
that expresses an HIV envelope protein, which is 
then boosted with a multimeric protein. No matter 
what the approach, Arthur cautioned, immunologi
cal testing will be a very critical process. "It's very 
difficult to set those types of experiments up," he 
said. 

Arthur says the "center without walls" concept is 
still alive and useful (Bldg. 40 isn't expected to open 
until August 2000). "Dr. Nabel is still encouraging 
the center without walls. And its not just HIV that 
is targeted. We need to involve the (Dr. Robert) 
Chanocks, and (Dr. Robert) Purcells, and Brian 
Murphys, who have all been successful in moving 
vaccines into clinical trials. We also need to know 
more about structural biology, specifically the 
transmembrane outer surface glycoprotein-we need 
to know this structure. There are some excellent 
structural biologists at NIH who can help this effort. 
I think Dr. Nabel will enhance collaborations on 
campus." 

Arthur is already working more closely with 
NIAID's Dr. Malcolm Martin, with whom he had 
done some chimpanzee work in the past. For her 
part, Franchini says she intends to keep working on 
her vaccine, as well as maintain her collaborative 
efforts with Drs. Jay Berzofsky and Gene Shearer of 
NCI and NIAID's Dr. Warren Strober. But, she 
adds, "if a common motif emerges, I would be 
happy to participate. I am very open." 

Concludes Arthur, "Everyone clearly wants to 
come up with a vaccine that would be efficacious. I 
like the idea of a center and a director to really focus 
on the problem. (Nabel) is fostering a team ap
proach, which is very important." ll1 

Two NIH Scientists Elected to NAS 

Two NIH investigators-Ors. John M. Coffin and 
Robert Desimone-are among the 60 new 
members and 15 foreign associates elected Apr. 
27 to the National Academy of Sciences in 
recognition of their distinguished and continuing 
achievements in original research. The election 
was held during NAS' 136th annual meeting. 

Coffin is director, HIV drug resistance program, 
National Cancer Institute in Frederick, Md., and 
American Cancer Society research professor at 
Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston. 

Desimone is scientific director at the National 
Institute of Mental Health and chief of the 
Laboratory of Neuropsychology. 

Election to membership in the academy is 
considered one of the highest honors that can be 
accorded a U.S. scientist or engineer. The April 
election brings the total number of active mem
bers to 1,825. 

NAS is a private organization of scientists and 
engineers dedicated to the furtherance of science 
and its use for the general welfare. It was 
established in 1863 by a congressional act of 
incorporation, signed by Abraham Lincoln, that 
calls on NAS to act as an official adviser to the 
federal government. 

NIDDK Sponsors Annual Hepatitis C Meeting 

The 6th annual International Symposium on 
Hepatitis C and Related Viruses will be held June 6-
9 at the Natcher Conference Center. The meeting is 
being organized by NIDDK with sponsorship from 
NCI, NIAID, NIDA, NICHD and the Clinical 
Center as well as the Department of Defense, the 
Food and Drug Administration and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Participants will discuss recent research results on 
hepatitis C, new information on structural and 
nonstructural proteins, virus-cell interactions, viral 
receptors, replication, and the basis of cell injury, 
carcinogenesis and immune responses in hepatitis C. 
The molecular virology of related viruses will also 
be discussed. Flaviviruses and pestiviruses will be 
addressed because they are important surrogate 
models, particularly since there are no simple cell 
cultures or small animal models for hepatitis C. On 
the final day, new information on transmission, 
vaccines and therapy will be presented. An update 
on clinical issues in hepatitis C will be given in an 
evening symposium on June 8. Topics for the 
update will include hepatitis C epidemiology, 
natural history, viral kinetics, combination therapy 
and new formulations of interferon. 

For more information, contact Fred Hill, (301) 
493-9674, or email Hill@computercraft-usa.com. ll1 

Dr. Carolyn Miles 
recently joined 
NIDDK asa 
scientific review 
administrator; 
she is managing 
the special 
emphasis panels 
that assess grant 
applications and 
contract propos
als. Her expertise 
ranges from the 
study of energy 
intake and 
expenditure to 
the safety and 
nutritional value 
of foods and food 
supplements. She 
is also a regis
tered dietician. 
Miles received her 
Ph.D. in human 
nutrition and 
foods from 
Virginia Tech and 
joins the review 
branch with over 
15 years of 
experience with 
the federal 
government, 
including 
extensive work 
with both the 
Food and Drug 
Administration 
and the Depart
ment of Agricul
ture. 
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Dr. Michael 
Anderson, senior 
minister of a 
Presbyterian 
church in 
Oklahoma City, 
chats with Dr. 
Melanie Dreher, a 
nurse and medical 
anthropologist 
from Iowa City, 
Iowa. Biogra
phies of all 
COPR members 
are available at 
http:!! 
www. nih.govl 
welcome/ 
publicliaison!get
involvedlcopr/ 
members.html. 

COPR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

opening remarks at the meeting. "On the one hand, 
the group should have a role in bringing NIH to the 
public. It should be a vehicle for transmitting NIH's 
views, activities and aspirations to the general 
public and to specialized constituencies. Also, you 
should be bringing public views to NIH to help 
improve our accountability by looking at the way 
we do things, and advising us of the appropriateness 
of the actions we take." 

Who COPRis 

The 20 inaugural COPR members were selected by 
Varmus from close to 250 applications, using 
criteria recommended by participants in a Sept. 23, 
1998, meeting to help frame plans for the new 
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council. 
Ranging in age 
from "20 
something" to 
"70 some
thing," mem
bers hail from 
various regions 
of the country, 
represent 
ethnically and 
racially diverse 
communities 
and are in

volved in a wide array of vocations from TV 
executive to financial advisor to church pastor. 

Some members-including former NIH grantee Dr. 
Maurice Rabb of Chicago, who was once a member 
of NEI's advisory council-have more than a basic 
familiarity with NIH, having previously served on 
committees or task forces for an NIH institute or 
been involved with one of the hundreds of medical 
and research advocacy organizations that interact 
regularly with IH. Similar to Debra Lappin-an 
Englewood, 
Colo., attorney 
whose crippling 
arthritis forced 
her to give up a 
partnership in 
private prac
tice-many are 
survivors ( or 
family members 
of survivors) of 
illnesses being 
studied by NIH 
and its grantee 
institutions. 
Several COPR 
members work 
as physicians, 
nurses or other 

Roehr greets Lydia Lewis, a patient 
advocate from Chicago who works 
to promote awareness of manic 
depression and other mental health 
problems. She also serves on the 
NIMHINCCAM task force that is 
overseeing a clinical trial of St. John's 
wort . 

Journalist Bob Roehr(/), a Washington, D.C., correspon
dent for the Bay Area Reporter as well as several other 
gay and lesbian publications, and Dr. Maurice Rabb, an 
ophthalmologist from Chicago, gather before the first 
meeting of the COPR. 

members of healthcare delivery teams. 
One prerequisite unites those in the new group, 

however: All 20 have agreed to put aside their 
individual interests to help NIH address universally 
important issues of research ethics, administration 
and other policy matters. Eighteen COPR members 
were able to attend the initial meeting and orienta
tion session. 

Introducing herself to the other COPR members, 
Vicki Kalabokes, a health educator from San Rafael, 
Calif., who also serves as chief executive officer of 
the National Alopecia Areata Foundation, put 
succinctly what it is hoped that all COPR members 
will be able to do. Noting that she has been ex
tremely active in dozens of different groups working 
for a number of related causes, she said, "What I 
really enjoy doing is getting people to coalesce 
around an issue and not look at their own specific 
area, but to look at what the good of the whole is 
and realize how much more productive we are when 
we are working together." 

The 230 or so applicants who were not selected for 
the first COPR were not dismissed; they were asked 
to become "COPR associates," who Varmus said 
will be regularly apprised of the council's activities, 
and who will provide a constant source for replen
ishing COPR when members' staggered terms expire. 

"In short," he said of the associates, "I see this as a 
vehicle by which NIH can do what the Sept. 23 
group suggested-get the word about NIH activities 
out more forcefully into the community." 

What COPR Will Do 

Similar to the 33-year-old advisory committee to 
the NIH director (ACD), which meets in June and 
December each year and includes mainly research 
professionals from the academic community and 
private industry, COPR will have the ear of NIH's 
top decisionmakers. Although the ACD and COPR 



may have overlapping activities at times, Varmus 
admitted, COPR is different from the ACD in at 
least one way: the new group will provide opportu
nities for interaction by more folks outside the 
medical and scientific arenas. 

"When I came to NIH nearly 6 years ago," he said, 
"I told my initial advisory board that this is not a 
free ride, that it might be something to add to your 
CV [curriculum vitae], but that I was going to expect 
real work." 

Varmus thanked COPR members for volunteering 
to meet twice yearly, and warned them that at times 
they would be asked to take on "specific, time
consuming and labor-intensive" tasks, and that he 
expected "constant dialogue throughout the year." 
He also said he hopes each member would "always 
be receptive to the idea of being available for 

Dr. Luz Claudio, a basic scientist studying neurobiology 
and environmental medicine at Mt. Sinai School of 
Medicine in New York City, shares a moment with 
Douglas Yee, a financial advisor with Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter in Honolulu. 

consultation." 
Varmus briefly outlined a few specific examples of 

duties some may be asked to tackle: attending the 
first trans-institute budget retreat for 2 days this 
June; participating in NIH's peer review oversight 
group; sitting in on an IC director's regular perfor
mance review session; contributing ideas to help 
NIH respond to the Government Performance and 
Results Act; or helping devise and steer activities of 
COPR associates. 

Getting to Know NIH 

In the course of the all-day public meeting (which 
was preceded by an NIH primer session the day 
before that Varmus said was intended to help 
explain such uniquely agency or federal concepts as 
"intramural versus extramural" and "budget versus 
appropriation"), COPR members also heard from 
four of NIH's 25 institute and center directors about 
how their organizations currently interact with the 
public. Such director's presentations will continue in 
future COPR meetings, Varmus explained, until all 
!Cs have been introduced and discussed. Presenting 
at this session were NIDCD's Dr. James Battey, 

NIAMS's Dr. Steve 
Katz, NINDS's Dr. 
Gerald Fischbach 
and NHLBI's Dr. 
Claude Lenfant. 

Two topical 
issues were also 
examined: Dr. 
Pearl O'Rourke of 
NIH's Office of 
Science Policy 
discussed current 
barriers to recruit
ing patients to 
participate in 
clinical trials and 
solicited ideas on 
possible ways to eliminate such barriers, and OSP's 
Robin Kawazoe and NLM's Dr. Alexa McCray gave 
progress reports on the development of the clinical 
trials database mandated by the FY 1997 FDA 
Modernization Act. 

During the afternoon, the meeting agenda ad
dressed health disparities. Dr. John Ruffin, N IH 
associate director for research on minority health, 
moderated the session that included presentations 
by former NCI researcher Dr. Ed Sondik, now at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
National Center for Health Statistics, who gave an 
epidemiological overview; Dr. Norman Anderson, 
NIH associate director for behavioral and social 
sciences research, who discussed socioeconomic 
status and health and disease; Dr. Otis Brawley, 
director of NCI's Office of Special Populations 
Research, who described the unequal burden of 
cancer in minority communities; and Dr. Michael 
Gottesman, NIH deputy director for intramural 
research, who talked about training minority 
scientists and development of the NIH Academy 
that would help NIH provide such training. 

COPR will meet again in October. 

COPR member Pam Fernandes (l) of Needham, Mass., a 
champion tandem bike racer who has diabetes and is 
legally blind, jokes with fellow cycling enthusiast Anne 
Thomas, NIH associate director for communications. 

Rosemary 
Quigley, a 
graduate student, 
cystic fibrosis 
patient and self
described "20-
something" 
COPRmember 
from Ann Arbor, 
Mich., meets 
television medical 
news show host 
Theodore "Dr. 
Ted" Castele, a 
physician from 
Cleveland, who 
joked that he is 
"70-something" 
and represents 
"Generation Z. " 

PHOTOS: ERNIE 
BRANSON 



Paid 
Volunteers 
Needed 

Are you 18 to 35 
years old? In good 

health? You may 

qualify to 

participate in a 
study of com

monly prescribed 

medications. The 

study involves 

multiple visits 

over a 3-month 

period. M en and 

w omen may earn 

up to S880 and get 

free medical tests. 

Call the Uniformed 

Services Univer

sity at (301) 3 19· 

8204. 

NICHD Executive Officer Ben Fult on Retires 

By Robert Bock 

In 1967, the Beatles released Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, the words "bell bottom" 

appeared in the dictionary, the first heart transplant 
was performed, and a heart of gold came to work 
forNICHD. 

After 32 years of distinguished service, NICHD 
Executive Officer Benjamin E. Fulton has retired 

from the institute. 
Through the years, 
he served NICHD in 
a number of capaci
ties. His service to 
the NIH community 
has also been 
considerable: He 
was active in the 
NIH Recreation and 
Welfare Association 
and was twice 
elected president, he 
has donated blood 
regularly since 1967, 
and was inducted to 
the department of 

Benjamin E. Fulton transfusion 
medicine's Ten 

Gallon Club. Fulton has also played a leadership 
role in the NIH Golf Association. 

"As executive officer, Ben managed the institute's 
administrative affairs with resilience, efficiency and 
style," said NICHD director Dr. Duane Alexander. 
"I really hate to see him leave- we'll have a difficult 
time without him." 

A native of southwestern Virginia, Fulton gradu
ated from the University of Virginia and attended 
law school there before entering the Army in 1961. 
After leaving the service, he worked at the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration, first as an inspector, 
and then as an administrative assistant. 

"NICHD was only 3 years old when I started," 
Fulton said. "It was really exciting to come to a 
new institute with such a diverse mission- research 
in growth and development, mental retardation and 
reproduction." 

Fulton began his NICHD career as a personnel 
management specialist in what was then the 
combined personnel office for NICHD and the 
National Institute of Neurological Diseases and 
Blindness. In 1968, he undertook a series of 
administrative officer training assignments within 
the institute, and then became administrative officer 
for NICHD's Center for Population Research. He 
held this position until 1980, when he became AO 
for the office of the director of NICHD. He became 
NICHD's deputy executive officer in 1980, and was 

appointed executive officer in 1995. 
Fulton said his most rewarding experience at 

NICHD was when he administered the institute's 
program to test an improved typhoid vaccine in 
Nepal. Typhoid fever is common in countries with 
poor sanitation. While other typhoid vaccines are 
available, they require either multiple oral doses or 
injections, frequently cause side effects, and are not 
as effective as the NICHD vaccine. Along with the 
other members of the NICHD group who worked to 
develop and test the vaccine, Fulton received the 
1988 Public Health Service Special Recognition 
Group Award for this achievement. 

"This vaccine has the potential to eliminate 
typhoid fever," Fulton said. "It was extremely 
gratifying to help administer the program that 
proved its effectiveness." 

From 1996 to 1999, Fulton served on !H's 
administrative training committee, the administra
tive body responsible for the NIH Management 
Intern and Presidential Management Intern Pro
grams. During his tenure, he provided advice and 
guidance to several classes of interns. He is highly 
regarded for his thorough knowledge of NIH, his 
steady, consistent support of the interns and pro
grams, and his cheerful demeanor. 

" It was really nice to have worked with Ben in the 
Management Intern Program," said program 
graduate Baldwin Wong. "In the beginning, espe
cially, his easy, outgoing manner put us all at ease, 
and made introductions a lot less formal for every
one." 

In addition to his administrative abilities, Fulton is 
also renowned for his theatrical skills. He has long 
been active in the Bethesda Little Theatre Group, 
frequently serving as master of ceremonies for the 
annual NIH Holiday show. Through the years, at 
NICHD holiday parties and other functions, Fulton 
has frequently starred as master of ceremonies and 
leading man for countless events and skies. 

"Ben would come over to the 6100 Building in his 
star-spangled tux to lead everyone in holiday carols 
each year," said colleague Marie Bristol Power. "His 
presence from Bldg. 31, his great singing voice, and 
his classy bonhomie were greatly appreciated." 

Upon retirement, Fulton said his most ambitious 
project would be to clean out his basement. NICHD 
staffers who have been in contact with hin1 since 
then say he has been as active in retirement as he 
was at work. He manages a men's soccer ream, is 
active in his church choir, takes part in his golfing 
club events and auditions for parts with local theater 
groups. 

"It's taken me no time at all to get used to not 
working," he said. Iii 



Workshops Seek Clues to Health Disparities 

Less income often means poorer health and a shorter 
life. People with lower socioeconomic status suffer 
more infant mortality, cancer, diabetes and cardio
vascular disease. But why is that? Does it have to 
be the case? If, as it seems, the problem is not 
simply a lack of medical care, how can the health 
gap be closed? 

Three regional workshops sponsored by the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
are trying to determine what research might answer 
these questions. The first was held in Oakland, 
Calif., and the others will be in Baltimore, May 26-
28 and Chicago, July 7-9. 

Oakland participants ranged from a science center 
director to an artist concerned about health risks 
faced by people in the community. The Oakland 
workshop won strong support from attendees 
including Joan Reiss, public policy advocate with the 
Breast Cancer Fund. She sent a letter to NIH 
director Dr. Harold Varmus, cosigned by 28 other 
participants, that said, "This is truly an agenda for 
the 21st Century." 

Oakland workshop participants recommended 
development of a working definition of socioeco-

"Disparities are often taken for granted, but the 
people who come together for these work
shops are not satisfied with that." 

nomic status (SES), development of more "low SES 
friendly" risk assessment instruments and investiga
tions of individual variations in response to expo
sures. 

NIEHS director Dr. Kenneth Olden said, "Dispari
ties are often taken for granted, but the people who 
come together for these workshops are not satisfied 
with that. We are looking for research directions 
that will help change these patterns for the better, so 
that poor health for less affluent people is no longer 
considered a given." 

Breakout groups at the workshops discuss such 
things as air quality health risks, lead and other 
heavy metal exposures, agricultural chemical 
exposures and community participation in research. 

More information about the workshops and 
registration can be found at http:// 
www.niehs.nih.gov/dert/gap.htm or contact Michelle 
Beckner at (703) 902-1269. Ill 

Moody Teenagers Sought 

You and your 14-16-year-old may be eligible to take 
part in research at the National Institute of Mental 
Health. Tltis is a study about how young people 
experience emotions, and how bad moods can cause 
problems. Payment will be provided. For details, 
call Barbara Usher, 496-1301. Ill 

Dr. Leonardo Cohen, chief of the human cortical physiology section of 
NINDS's Medical Neurology Branch, recently received an Alexander von 

Humboldt Research Award in Tuebingen, 
Germany. Sponsored by the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation, the award is given to 
foreign scholars whose academic accomplishments 
are recognized worldwide to foster long-term 
cooperation between foreign and German 
researchers. Cohen was chosen for his research 
on the plasticity of the human central nervous 
system. His work focuses on understanding the 
mechanisms underlying plastic changes, the 
development of novel therapeutic approaches for 
recovery of function, and the assessment of plastic 
changes in human motor function after a variety 
of interventions and in;uries such as stroke, spinal 
cord injury and amputations. Each year the 

foundation grants up to 150 research awards. The foundation is a nonprofit 
organization that enables highly qualified foreign scholars who hold doctorates 
to carry out long-term research projects in Germany. 

NIMH Forum Promotes Collaboration 

In an effort to increase collaboration and communi
cation among staff of the National Institute of 
Mental Health, the NIMH professional working 
group has established a new forum for learning and 
sharing science. The second Mental Health Science 
Faculty Forum, an afternoon gathering at the new 
NIH Neuroscience Center on Apr. 21, followed last 
fall's precedent of bringing together members of the 
NIMH community to become better acquainted with 
the diverse professional and scientific interests 
within the institute. The forums, scheduled every 4 
months, are designed to reinforce and unify visions 
of the institute's mission: to understand the brain 
and behavior and to reduce the burdens of mental 
illness through research. 

At last month's forum, eight scientists from NIMH 
intramural and extramural research programs 
presented recent work in the following areas: sleep 
and depression (Dr. lzja Lederhendler); microarray 
technologies for genetic analysis (Dr. Heroin Chin); 
co-occurring depression and heart disease (Dr. Peter 
Muehrer); the role of the amygdala in nonhuman 
primates (Dr. Betsy Murray); treatments for depres
sion and insomnia in the elderly (Dr. George 
Niederehe); mental health effects of disasters (Dr. 
Ferris Tuma); genotype-phenotype correlation in 
Gaucher disease (Dr. Ellen Sidransky); and the 
startle reflex as a measure of motivational states (Dr. 
Bruce Cuthbert). The speakers addressed audience 
questions and comments after each presentation. 

Once the still-experimental format is settled, the 
working group hopes that future forums can be 
opened to colleagues at other institutes. The 
participation of the wider NIH community is 
expected to further enrich the discussion and 
learning process. Iii 
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Dr. Shan Wong 
recently joined 
NIDDK's Review 
Branch as a 
scientific review 
administrator; he 
is working with 
the special 
emphasis panels 
for grant 
applications and 
contract propos
als. His expertise 
is in analytical 
biochemistry and 
clinical chemistry, 
focusing on 
enzymology, 
protein chemistry, 
and pathology, as 
well as in 
diagnostic 
product design 
and evaluation. 
Wong received 
his Ph.D. from 
Ohio State 
University and 
joins the branch 
after working as 
an independent 
consultant in 
both clinical and 
research-oriented 
analytical 
biochemistry. He 
has also held 
academic 
appointments at 
Loma Linda 
University, 
University of 
Texas Health 
Science Center at 
Houston, and 
University of 
Massachusetts, 
Lowell. 

STEP Forum on 'Genes, Environment, Disease' 

A forum session entitled "Complex Traits: Genes, 
Environment and Disease" will be presented by the 
Staff Training in Extramural Programs (STEP) 
committee on Thursday, June 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon in the Natcher Conference Center's main 
auditorium. 

Increasingly, science is recognizing that many 
human characteristics and diseases are the result of 
complex interactions between genes and environ
ment. For example, diseases such as obesity, mental 
illness, coronary artery disease and hypertension are 
now considered to result from intricate interactions 
among multiple genetic and environmental factors 
that may occur at different points in development 
and may make outcomes difficult to predict. 

Until a few years ago, it was thought that single
gene diseases would be the only ones that could 
benefit from the Human Genome Project and 
emerging new technological advances in molecular 
biology. However, through the use of animal models 
and new genetic strategies, the identification of 
genes that play a role in complex diseases has 
become possible. 

The forum will present an overview of issues 
involved in dissecting complex traits, presentations 
of progress with specific diseases, and a presentation 
on how the pharmaceutical industry is addressing 
how gene variations in individuals affect the safety 
and efficacy of a given drug. 

Speakers and topics include: Dr. Jonathan Haines, 
Vanderbilt University, "Overview of Complex Trait 
Genetics"; Dr. Richard Lewontin, Harvard, "Three 
Serious Problems in the Study of Complex Traits"; 
Dr. Jean MacCluer, Southwest Foundation, "Cardio
vascular Disease: Finding Genes for Complex 
Traits"; Dr. David Allison, Columbia University, 
"Genetic and Environmental Influences on Obesity," 
and Dr. William Gerber, DiaDexus, "Is the Diagno
sis of Complex Traits Coming Soon?" 

All NIH employees are invited to attend. No 
advance registration is necessary. Inform the STEP 
office at 435-2769 regarding any need for sign 
language interpretation or reasonable accommoda
tion by June 1. Ill 

Chamber Music Concert, May 30 

The Rock Creek Chamber Players will perform at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, May 30 in the 14th floor assembly 
hall at the Clinical Center. Reservations are re
quired for this free public concert, sponsored by the 
recreation therapy section. The program will 
include Bach's A minor violin concerto; Webern's 
string quartet, Op. 28; and three movements by 
Claude Bolling for 'cello, bass and piano. For 
reservations and information call (202) 337-8710. Ill 

Gustafsson Gives WALS Talk, May 19 

Dr. Jan-.Ake Gustafsson will speak at the N IH 
Director's Wednesday afternoon Lecture Series on 
the subject " ew Dimensions in Nuclear Recep
tor Signaling" on May 19. 

He is professor and chairman of the department 
of medical nutrition, and director of the Center 
for Biotechnology at the Karolinska Institute 
(Novum), has made major contributions to 
biomedical science and is a world leader in 
molecular endocrinology, in the area of the 
superfamily of nuclear hormone receptors. He 
has made groundbreaking advances in identifica
tion of structure, sequence, and mechanisms of 
action of the glucocorticoid receptor and other 
members of this steroid receptor superfamily. 

His most recent work focuses on fundamental 
molecular mechanisms of estrogen receptor 
structure and function. He has cloned the gene 
for and identified the 3-dimensional structure of a 
second form of the estrogen receptor, the estrogen 
receptor beta. This line of investigation has 
already had a major impact in medicine because it 
rigorously examines fundamental molecular 
mechanisms of estrogen receptor action. It has 
opened up new avenues for designer estrogen drug 
development to target specific tissue effects of 
different estrogen analogs. The work is of great 
relevance to women's health. 

His work has resulted in more than 900 publica
tions. Gustafsson has received major national and 
international awards, is a member of the Swedish 
Academy of Sciences, and is a member of the 
Nobel Awards Assembly. He is an eloquent 
speaker and teacher and has been a mentor of 
many leaders in the biomedical sciences. 

NIH BIG Lecture Features Author 

The NIH chapter of Blacks in Government will 
present a lecture and book signing of The Wreck of 
the Henrietta Marie by scuba diver, prize-winning 
journalist and author Michael H. Cottman on 
Tuesday, May 25 at 11:30 a.m. in Lipsett Amphithe
ater, Bldg. 10. The Wreck of the Henrietta Marie is 
a true story of an African American's spiritual 
journey to uncover a sunken slave ship's past and 
the history of its passengers and crew. Cottman 
reveals the powerful sensation he felt as he held the 
shackles that once bound men, women and children 
in their tortured passage to America. This is the first 
in a series of educational programs that will be 
presented by the NIH BIG chapter. All of the 
programs are open to all NIH employees. For more 
information, contact Clifton Moore, 496-8980, or 
O.H. Laster, 496-6302. Ill 



A Place To Work, Away from the Office 

Computer access to finish the agenda, checking your 
email messages, the urgent phone call to return, the 
fax that must be sent within the next half hour, or 
just space (away from the noisy cafeteria) to orga
nize your thoughts for a meeting later in the day
the trappings of work that must be fulfilled regard
less of location. Anyone who works off-campus and 
has a meeting on the NIH campus has an "office" 
waiting to be used where all of this and much more 
can be accomplished. The On-Campus Work 
Center, located in Bldg. 31, Rm. 1A1E09 (next to 
the cafeteria), is available to all NIH employees who 
need a short-term place to work away from their 
office. The only requirement is that center users 
sign-in. 

Sponsored by the NIH quality of work life commit
tee the center in many ways is a haven for both on
and off-campus employees. "When I was working 
in Bldg. 1, the center was a place I utilized when I 
was in meetings in Bldg. 31. I could go in, make a 
couple of phone calls and check my email. It just 
makes my life easier," said Shelly Moran, manage
ment intern. 

The On-Campus Work Center is equipped with a 
fax/copier machine, telephones and five worksta
tions, which feature three personal computers, two 
Macintoshes and two plugs to accommodate 
individuals' notebooks. The room is wheelchair 
accessible and is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The office is supplied by ORS staff and CIT will 
respond to calls from center users. Iii 

Dr. David 
Snowdon, a 
principal investi
gator of the Nun 
Study, a longitu
dinal study of 
health and aging 
at the University 
of Kentucky, is 

one of four speakers at the National Institute 
on Aging symposium, "Neuroscience: The 
Splice, the Mice, the Neuron, and the Nun," 
Tuesday, May 18 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
Masur Auditorium, Bldg. 10. The symposium 
celebrates the 100th birthday of Florence S. 
Mahoney, a founding member of the national 
advisory council on aging. Other speakers are 
Dr. Michael Hutton, Mayo Clinic Jackson
ville; Karen Hsiao Ashe, University of Minne
sota; and Dr. Rudolph E. Tanzi, Massachu
setts General Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School. 

~ Cff Courses and Seminars 

All courses are on the NIH campus and are given 
without charge. For more information call 594-
3278 or consult the training program's home page at 
http://training.cit.nih.gov. 

NIH Data Warehouse Personnel Costs 
(Human Resources) 

LISTSERV Electronic Mailing Lists 
Database Technology Seminar 
The NIH Contracror Performance System 
Creating Presentations with PowerPoint 97 
NIH Data Warehouse Prnperty Management 

M ini Session 
BRMUG - Macintosh Users Group 
Using SAS/STAT Procedures to Analyze 

Linear Models 
Creating Animated Web Presentations 

with PowerPoint 97 
NIH Data Warehouse Advanced GQL 
NIH Data Warehouse Travel 
Systems Security Planning and Critical 

Infrastructure Protection 
Visual Basic for Programmers 
Electronic Forms Users Group 
Advanced Topics in GCG 
Computational Programs for Molecular 

Biology at NIH 
NIH Data Warehouse Budget and Finance 
WIG - World Wide Web Interest Group 
Account Sponsor Orientation 

5/20 
5/21 
5/21 
5/24 
5/25 

5/25 
5/25 

5/25-27 

5/26 
5/26 
5/27 

6/2 
6/2 
6/2 

6/2-3 

6/3 
6/4 
6/8 
6/8 

CIT Changes Parachute Application Procedure 

Are you thinking of applying for CIT Parach~te 
service? If so, you should know that the applica
tion process has changed. 

Parachute (PPP & Apple Remote Access Central 
High-speed User Telecommuting Engine) allows 
users to connect to NIH and institute computing 
resources while traveling with a mobile computer 
or working with a home computer equipped with a 
high-speed modem. To be eligible for Parachute 
service, NIH employees and contractors must have 
a CIT account with an assigned set of initials and 
have a valid business reason for needing this 
service. 

Once your supervisor has approved your use of 
this remote access service, your account sponsor 
must submit your Parachute application via Web 
sponsor at: http://silk.nih.gov/sponsor.homepage. 
If you don't know who your sponsor is, visit http:// 
silk.nih.gov/locator, enter your account or IC and 
click search. 

Want to order or download Parachute software 
and documentation, or need more information 
about this service? Visit the Parachute Web site at: 
http://parachute.nih.gov/. For more information, 
call CIT, 594-6248. 

Long, Short 
Sleepers 
Needed 

To complete a 
sleep study, NIMH 
is looking for male 
and female 
volunteers ages 
20-35 who 
routinely sleep 9 
hours or more 
nightly, or w ho 
sleep 6 or fewer 
hours nightly. 
Volunteers must 

have no sleep 
disturbances or 

insomnia, plus no 
history of mental 

illness. Volun
teers must be in 
good general 
health and not 
taking any 
medications or 
birth control pills. 

The study requires 
living on the 
research unit for 4 
consecutive days. 
Compensation is 
available. For 
more information 
call 496-6981. 



Is Your Teen 
Daughter 
Anxious, 
Depressed? 

You and your 11-
16-year-old 
daughter may be 
eligible to take 
part in a study at 
the National 
Institute of Mental 
Health about how 
young people 
experience 
emotions, and 
how moods can 
cause problems. 
Payment w ill be 
provided. For 
details, call 

Barbara Usher, 
496-1301. 

Murray To Give Kreshover Lecture 

Dr. Jeffrey Murray, professor of pediatrics and 
biological sciences at the University of Iowa, 

will present the NIDCR 1999 Seymour J. Kreshover 
Lecture on Monday, May 24 at 2 p.m. in Lipsett 
Amphitheater, Bldg. 10. The title of his talk is 
"International Studies of Craniofacial Anomalies." 

The lecture is open to the 
entire NIH community. 

A grantee of the NIDCR 
since 1988, Murray has 
research interests including 
developmental genetics of 
craniofacial anomalies, 
molecular genetics of cleft lip 
and palate, and the epidemi
ology of birth defects. He 
currently heads a research 
team that is conducting an 
international effort to find 
the genes for clefting. 

Dr. Jeffrey Murray Through collaboration with 
Operation Smile and Dr. Ron 

Munger of Utah State University, Murray is studying 
genetic and environmental causes of clefting in the 
Philippines, the most common craniofacial anomaly 
among the Philippine population. He has examined 
the link between maternal smoking and gene 
mutations resulting in clefting in Denmark, Califor
nia and Iowa. At the University of Iowa, Murray 
leads the way in integrating medicine, dentistry and 
biomedical sciences. He heads an NIDCR-spon
sored Craniofacial Anomalies Research Center, is 
professor of pediatrics at the College of Medicine, 
chairs the genetics Ph.D. program, is professor of 
biological sciences in the College of Liberal Arts, 
professor of pediatric dentistry in the College of 
Dentistry, and a professor at the Dows Institute of 
Dental Research. Iii 

Alzheimer's Disease Family Study 

If you are over age 50 and have a first-degree 
relative (parent or sibling) with confirmed 
Alzheimer's disease (AD), you may be interested in 
contributing to research on this disease. The 
Geriatric Psychiatry Branch, NIMH, is doing a long
term study of potential risk factors in first-degree 
relatives of AD patients. The study also welcomes 
those without AD in their family tree to serve as 
controls. The initial evaluation includes testing your 
memory as well as a thorough medical screening. 
Anyone interested is invited to attend an information 
meeting at 1 p .m. on Monday, May 24 in the 
conference room of the 4th floor outpatient clinic, 
Bldg. 10. Dr. Trey Sunderland, chief of the branch, 
will present the study. Call Judy Friz, 435-6058, for 
more information and to reserve a place. Iii 

Core Centers for Musculoskeletal Disorders 

Two new Core Centers for Musculoskeletal Disor
ders have just been funded by the National Institute 
of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases. 
The first, at the Hospital for Special Surgery in New 
York City, will concentrate on research studies of 
skeletal integrity, which encompasses biological, 
chemical and mechanical influences on bones. The 
second, at Yale University, will focus on basic bone 
biology and bone diseases. 

The New York center, under the leadership of Dr. 
Timothy M. Wright, will bring together two groups 
of investigators to examine the relationship between 
skeletal composition, structure and function. These 
factors control skeletal integrity and are important 
at all levels of skeletal organization, from individual 
molecules to the entire skeletal system. The center 
will provide its scientists with the tools and training 
to study the chemical composition, morphology and 
mechanical properties of bone. It will conduct its 
activities in three research areas: analytical micro
scopy, infrared imaging and mechanical testing. 

Dr. Karl L. Insogna will lead a team of 26 investi
gators at the Yale Core Center for Musculoskeletal 
Disorders, who share the goal of using animal 
models to better understand the basic mechanisms of 
musculoskeletal disease. The center has created 
three core facilities to support their work: a molecu
lar core to carry out animal genetic expression 
studies relevant to human musculoskeletal disease; a 
physiology core to support biochemical and other 
analyses of the skeletons of experimental animals; 
and a cell core to culture bone-building and bone
destroying cells for animal studies. Iii 

Wednesday Afternoon Lectures 

The Wednesday Afternoon Lecture series-held on 
its namesake day at 3 p.m. in Masur Auditorium, 
Bldg. 10-features Dr. Roderick Mackinnon on May 
26. He will discuss "Molecular Basis of K+ Conduc
tion and Selectivity in Potassium Channels." He is 
an HHMI investigator in the laborat0ry of molecu
lar neurobiology and biophysics, Rockefeller 
University. 

On June 2, there will be a special doubleheader 
presentation: from noon to 1 p.m., Dr. Amartya K. 
Sen, 1998 Nobel Laureate in economics and master, 
Trinity College, Cambridge, U.K., will give the NIH 
Director's Cultural Lecture, "Conflicting Principles 
of Health Evaluation." Then from 3 to 4 p.m., Dr. 
Edward M. De Robertis, HHMI investigator and N . 
Sprague professor of molecular oncology, depart
ment of biological chemistry, UCLA, will speak on 
"Patterning of the Vertebrate Embryo by Secreted 
Growth Factor Inhibitors." 

For more information or for reasonable accommo
dation, call Hilda Madine, 594-5595. El 


